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My name is Dave De Young, and I am the Government Affairs Director for the 
Illinois Road & Transportation Builders Association.  IRTBA is an organization of over 
400 contractors, subcontractors, material suppliers and consulting engineers.  IRTBA 
member companies design and build the majority of the roads, bridges, air ports and 
public transit systems in Illinois.  


I would like to take this opportunity to thank the U. S. Surface Transportation 
Board for holding this public hearing on the proposed acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet & 
Eastern Railroad by the Canadian National Railway.


Many of the concerns raised in connection with the proposed acquisition 

serve to highlight the transportation needs of this region, the State of Illinois and the 
entire nation.  Illinois’ roads, bridges, public transit systems and railroads are in dire need 
of repairs, upgrades and expansion.  It has been nine years since the State of Illinois 
passed the capital spending plan know as Illinois First.  The Illinois First capital spending  
program provided for the construction and improvement of infrastructure throughout 
Illinois.  Illinois First projects have been completed and it is time for the Illinois 
legislature and governor to get together and pass a capital plan.  So many of the issues 
expressed by concerned citizens including improved signaling, grade crossings and grade 
separations can be addressed by the passage of a robust infrastructure spending plan.  

In addition, the U.S. Congress will begin debating the next national transportation 
bill in early 2009.  The upcoming transportation bill must provide sufficient funding to 
address all transportation infrastructure needs throughout our nation, including roads, 
bridges, public transportation systems, harbors and yes-railroads.  Transportation is the 
backbone of a strong economy.  American manufacturers will fall behind the rest of the 
world if they do not have the ability to receive raw materials and transport their finished 

products.  American families need safe and accessible roads, airports and train stations.  

The U. S. Department of Transportation estimates that 34,000 jobs are created for every 
Billion dollars in transportation construction spending.  In these times of economic 
uncertainty, the passage of a robust capital spending plan would provide much needed 
employment in our region. 

The time is now for both the Illinois Legislature and the U.S. Congress to address 
the transportation infrastructure needs of our country.  


Once again, I thank you for the opportunity to address the U. S. Surface 
Transportation Board on these items that are so crucial to the economic well being of all 
Americans.

