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By e-filing

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown, Chief Ms. Victoria Rutson, Director
Section of Administration Office of Environmental Analysis
Office of Proceedings Surface Transportation Board
Surface Transportation Board 395 E Street, S.W.

395 E Street, S.W. Washington, DC 20024

Washington, DC 20024

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-1269X, lowa Traction Railway Company -- Discontinuance
of Service Exemption -- in Cerro Gordo County, IA

Dear Ms. Brown and Ms. Rutson:

Please refer to the Environmental Assessment in the above proceeding, served March 22,
2019, and to an Environmental-Historic Comment filed in the above proceeding on behalf of the
SHPO Review & Compliance Coordinator of the lowa Department of Cultural Affairs, copy
attached for ready reference.

That Comment states that the end of the 30-day Historic Review Period was February 16,
2019. The Comment provides that the SHPO will respond to a Draft Historic Report within the
Review Period only in the event of stated events not applicable in the present case. The
Comment states that in the absence of a response during that period, reference should be made to
36 C.F.R. § 800.4(d)(1) for the next step in the Section 106 process. It is provided in 36 C.F.R.
§ 800.4(d)(1)(1) in pertinent part:

If the SHPO . . . does not object within 30 days of receipt of an adequately

documented finding, the agency’s official responsibilities under Section 106 are
fulfilled.

Based on the above, lowa Traction Railway Company respectfully requests that the Board
determine that the Section 106 historic review process has been completed in the above
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proceeding, and that based on that review the proposed abandonment will not have an adverse
effect on historic properties.

Very truly yours,

47\& \ \/\/\ C?G\”\/\(M \9\

Thomas F. McFarland
Attorney for lowa Traction
Railway Company

TMcF:kl:1811\efSTB3

cc:  Mr. Lynn Hawbaker, betthawbaker@aol.com
Mr. Dave Fellon, dfellon@progressiverail.com
Mr. Michael Johns, mjohns@progressiverail.com



JOWA DEPARTMENT OF Backtrmoes
CULTURAL AFFAIRS =

Your request for comment by the State Historic Preservation Officer has been received.
Date Received: 1/17/2019 End of Review Period: 2/16/2019
Agency: STB SHPO R&C #:190117026

IOWA TRACTION RAILWAY COMPANY - STB DOCKET #. AB-1269X - PROPOSED RAIL
LINE ABANDONMENT PROJECT - ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - CERRO GORDO
COUNTY - DRAFT HISTORIC REPORT

In accord with federal regulations, our office will respond ONLY when:
« The SHPO has received incomplete information or inadequate documentation under 36CFR800 11(a),
(d), and (¢) OR
« The SHPO objects to your definition of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the undertaking OR

« The SHPO objects to your finding of whether a property is or is not eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places OR

« The SHPO objects to your finding of the project’s effect on a historic property OR

« The project is proposed to have a “No Adverse Effect,” with or without conditions, and where the SHPO
disagrees with the finding OR

« The project is determined to have an "Adverse Effect" on a historic property and the federal agency is
consulting with SHPO on how to resolve such "Adverse Effects"

Otherwise, at the end of the 30-day period, yo roceed to the next step in the process based on
the finding or determination, or consult with the Advisory Counct Historic Preservation in lieu of the
SHPO. In order to determine the next step in the process, please reviewnthe appropriate section of the federal
regulations [36CFR800.4(d)(1) or the Programmatic Agreement under which your project is being reviewed.

Be advise t the successful conclusion of consultation HPO does not fulfill the agency’s
responsibility to consultwi i may have an interest in properties that may be affected by
this project. Nor does it override the sovereign status of federally recognized American Indian Tribes in the
Section 106 consultation process.

We have made these comments and recommendations according to our responsibility defined by Federal law
pertaining to the Section 106 process. The responsible federal agency does not have to follow our comments
and recommendations to comply with the Section 106 process. It also remains the responsible federal
agency’s decision on how you will proceed from this point for this project.

Should you have any questions please contact me at the number or email below, referencing the R&C #
above.

SHPO Review & Compliance Coordinator
(515) 281-8743

oD0 k., Lo Sirert Dis Monks, 1A 30319-0200 P ¢515)281-511 F: ¢515) 242-6498 WWW
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[65 FR 77725 (https://www.law.cornell.edu/rio/citation/65 FR_77725), Dec. 12, 2000, as amended at 69 FR 40553
(https://www.law.cornell.edu/rio/citation/69 FR_40553), July 6, 2004]
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