
LAW OFFICES OF 
LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

LOUIS E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301 
Lou@lgraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022 

(410)296-2250
MELANIE B. YASBIN  FAX (410) 332-0885
Melanie@lgraillaw.com 

April 12, 2021 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20423 

Re: Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in Fredrick County, MD 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for electronic filing is a Verified Notice of Exemption for CSX Transportation, 
Inc. (“CSXT”) to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile rail line that runs between Val Sta. 
1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, Old Main Line Subdivision, in 
Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The filing fee of $4,600 has been paid via pay.gov. 

Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Melanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc. 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

___________________________ 

 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) 

 _________________________ 

 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN FREDERICK COUNTY, MD 

____________________ 

 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.    Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 

CSX Transportation, Inc.    Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 

500 Water Street      Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC 

Jacksonville, FL 32202    600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 

(904) 359-1229     Towson, MD 21204 

       (410) 296-2250    

       Lou@lgraillaw.com 

        

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,  

   INC. 

 

 

Dated: April 12, 2021                  
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BEFORE THE 

 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

___________________________ 

 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) 

 _________________________ 

 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN FREDERICK COUNTY, MD 

_________________________ 

 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

___________________________ 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) files this Verified Notice of Exemption pursuant to 

the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 for CSXT to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”).  No local rail traffic has 

moved over the Line during the past two years.  Any overhead traffic on the Line can be and has 

been rerouted. CSXT intends to sell the Line to the City of Mt. Airy through the NITU process. 

Based on information in the possession of CSXT, the Line does not contain federally 

granted rights-of-way.  Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available 

promptly to those requesting it. 

1.  Proposed consummation date.  The proposed consummation date is June 1, 2021. 

2.  Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b).  See Exhibit A. 

3.  Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1) through (4), (7), and (8), and (e)(4). 

 (a)  General. 

  (1)  Exact name of applicant.  CSX Transportation, Inc. 
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  (2)  Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. 

Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.  CSXT is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle 

IV, Chapter 105. 

  (3)  Relief sought.  CSXT seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 

to abandon an 0.59-mile rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on 

its Baltimore Division, Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). There 

are no stations on the Line. 

  (4)  Map.  See Exhibit B. 

  (7)  Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom 

correspondence should be sent.  Louis E. Gitomer, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 

Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410) 296-2250, Lou@lgraillaw.com. 

  (8)  List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line proposed for 

discontinuance traverses.  The Line traverses U.S. Postal ZIP Code 21771. 

 (e)  Rural and community impact. 

  (4)  Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are appropriate 

for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other forms of mass 

transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation.  If the applicant is 

aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest, which 

would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be 

disclosed. 

CSXT believes that the property proposed for abandonment may be suitable for other 

purposes, but may be subject to reversionary interests that may affect transfer of title for other 

than rail purposes. 
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4.  The level of labor protection.  The interests of any railroad employees who may be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor 

protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. –Abandonment–Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

5.  Certification.  Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 

1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C. 

6.  Environmental Report.  See Exhibit D. 

7.  Historic Report.  See Exhibit D. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

        
 

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.    Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 

CSX Transportation, Inc.    Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 

500 Water Street      Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer 

Jacksonville, FL 32202    600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 

(904) 359-1229     Towson, MD 21204 

       (410) 296-2250    

       Lou@lgraillaw.com 

        

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,  

   INC. 

 

Dated: April 12, 2021 
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EXHIBIT A-VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION 



 7 
  




\ 'ERIFJ'CATTON A 11) CERTIFJCA TION TILl TRAIL LINE ::\rEETS 
C:RITEBJA Of :f9 C.F.R, SECTION 1152-Wbl 

STA TE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF DUVAL 

) 
) 
) 

ss. 

J. Trevor Knaus , state rb111 I :1,rn Cost.-.. 
Conlribut1on Ana.lysl for CSX TlllO.!;])Ot1auon. Inc. ("·C&~'T")~ that 

r lill1 autll,ori.ztd to make tills vtrlfie11tlon: and lhrt1 I have reM the foregoan.g ::-iollce of Elle111p1lo.o 

and know the llleu assened tbereln are iroe and accurate as smted. 10 me besl of my knowledge. 

lofoauation, and be.lief. 

I hereby certify tbat no freight traffic bas moved over csxr·s 0.59-mile rail line llla1 

runs belWeeJl Val s,a. I 728+23 Md Val Sta. 175~25 on iu BallilllOte Di\fWOn. old Maln Llne 

Subdi\JisJ,oo (Ille "Line'') for 1wo years prlor to !he date hereof. The Li.oe ls located ln Frederick 

Co1u11y. 1',.1aryland. Sioce !his i.s ooc a rbrougll line. no overtieod talffic has opernted: therefore. 

none needs to be reroured over 0111-eT lines. F'urtber, 1\0 fonnal complaitJJ filed by a user of fl!il 

service on !be l.lne (or a Staie or local go\~mmen, entity a.c1ing Oil behalf of such user) regrud.ing 

cessation of service over lbe line either is pendi.og with the Swfaoe Tlllll$jl()l1ation Board ot any 

U.S. Oi$trict Coun or tuls been dedded in ra,·or of a complaioon, withln tile iwo-year period. 

The forc.-going t't'rtilkmion is made 0 11 ~ half of CS,,."T by lhe und..-rs.lgned afil"r due and careful 

investigation of the w.a11ers herein certified an<I based on the best oft.he kno"'te-dge. inforwa11on. 

and belief of the imd£.rsi8l)t!d. 

7- # 3/31)/2021 
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EXHIBIT B-MAP 
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EXHIBIT C-CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION 
 

 Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (d) (1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of 

the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) was mailed via first class mail 

on April 1, 2021 to the following parties: 

 

State Public Service Commission 

 

Andrew S. Johnston, Executive Secretary 

William Donald Shaefer Tower 

6 St. Paul St., 16th Floor 

Baltimore, MD  21202 

   

Military Traffic Management Command 

 

 Headquarters 

 Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 

 Transportation Engineering Agency 

 ATTN:  SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense) 

 1 Soldier Way, Building 1900W 

 Scott AFB, IL 62225 

 Usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.g3-domestic-freight-services-branch@mail.mil 

 

National Park Service 

 

Mr. Bob Ratcliffe 

Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service 

1849 C Street, N.W.  (Org Code 2220) 

Washington, DC  20240 

 

National Park Service 

 

 U.S. Department of Interior 

 National Park Service 

 Land Resources Division 

 1849 C Street, N.W. 

 Washington, DC  20240 

mailto:Usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.g3-domestic-freight-services-branch@mail.mil
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 

 U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 Chief of the Forest Service 

 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

 Washington, DC  20250-0003 

 

 

 
  

       __________________________ 

                  Melanie B. Yasbin 

        April 12, 2021 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. 

AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) in the following form was advertised on April 8, 2021 in the Frederick 

News-Post, a newspaper of general circulation in Frederick County, as required by 49 C.F.R. § 

1105.7(c) and .12. 

 
       ___________________   

       Melanie B. Yasbin  

       April 12, 2021 

  

 

Notice of Intent to Abandon 

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) gives notice that on or about April 12, 2021, it intends to 

file with the Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption under 

49 CFR 1152 Subpart F—Exempt Abandonments permitting the abandonment of an 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD. The proceeding will be docketed as No. 

AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X). 

The Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an Environmental 

Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the notice of 

exemption. Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 

days after the EA becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental 

matters by writing to the OEA, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by 

calling that office at (202) 245-0295. 

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Board. 

Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also can 

be filed with the Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than 

environmental issues (such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must be 

filed directly with the Board’s Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, 

SW, Washington, DC 20423–0001 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)], and one copy must be 

served on applicant’s representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12(a)]. Questions regarding offers of 

financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of Public 

Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at (202) 245-0238. Copies of any comments 

or requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's representative: Louis E. Gitomer, 

600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410)296-2250, Lou@lgraillaw.com. 
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;; Column 

Frederick News~Po5t 
351 Ballenger Center Drive 
(301) 662-1177 

I, Dawn Dayhoff, of lawful age, being duly swom upon oath, 

deposes and says that 1 am the Customer Service Manager 

of Frederick News-Post. a publication that Is a •1ega1 
newspaperN as that phrase is defined for the city of 

Frederick. for the County of ffederick, in the state of 

Maryland, thaot this affidav,t is Page 1 of 2 with the full text 

of the sworn-to notice set forth on the pages that follow. 

and that the attachment hereto contains the correct copy 
of what was pubt shed in said legal newspaper in 

consecutive Issues oo the fotlowing <fates: 

PUBLICATION OATES: 
Apr. 8, 2021 

Notice 10: RKBZQQblKjgkKVDpjOSO 
Notice Name: AB,SS (Sub-No. 804X) 

VERIFICATION 

STATE OF MARYLAND 
COUNTY OF FREDERICK 

Signed or attested before me on this 

cQi. 

AFFIDAVIT OF 
PUBLICATION 

See Proof on Next Page 
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Notic• of 
ln!ent to Abandon 

CSX Trar1$pOtt.aCion, fnc. 
\CSXT1 gives no-tu lh.at 
on Of aboul"Ptll 12. 2021. it 
ll"lfonds lO file with the Sur• 
face Trang;portation Botrd. 
Wuhfng'°", DC 20423. a 

49~f 1m"'lf~a~'1!! 
Exempt Abandonmet'lts 
permining the abandon• 
rnen.t of an 0.59-mit• rail 
IWle tbal runs betwffn Vail 
Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 
1759•25 on iu !Wtimore 
Division. Oki Main line 
Subdivision, in Frederick 
Coooty, MO. The pcoeetd­
~ w;n be docketed n No. 

The"5J~;:_~~~~£nv1. 
rorwncntal Analysis (OE.A) 

r~1:"1rw::~1 r.:::ne"~ ~~.i:= ;11d~srmJ1z 
the fil~ of the notice of 
exemp«ion. Comments on 
MW'onmental ind enet• 
OY matters sholA<I be filed 
no later than 15 cbys after 
the EA becomes avai lable 
to the public and will be· 
addressed in a Soard d• 
cision. tl'ltel'C$tod persons. 
may oblain a copy of the· 
EA or make inquiries re­
~ding envirorwnenta1 mal-

Surf~e ~"fr!:~ 
!mfd, W""1;n~, DC 
20423 ., i,,, .. u,ng Iha< ot­
fice at (202) 2,S-0295. 
April 06, 2021 

AS·SS (Sub-No. 804X)-Page 2 of 2 
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EXHIBIT D– COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC 

REPORT 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that 

a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 

804X) was mailed via first class mail and electronic mail where available on March 22, 2021 to 

the following parties: 

Frederick County Council 

Winchester Hall 

12 East Church Street 

Frederick, MD  21701 

councilmembers@frederickcountymd.gov 

 

National Park Service 

Northeast Region 

1234 Market Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19107 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

Davis.ginny@epa.gov 

 

Maryland Department of the Environment 

1800 Washington Blvd. 

Baltimore, MD  21230 

Mde.webmaster@maryland.gov 

 

Lori Byrne 

Wildlife & Heritage Service 

Department of Natural Resources 

580 Taylor Ave. 

Tawes Office Bldg E-1 

Annapolis MD 21401 
lori.byrne@maryland.gov 

 

National Geodetic Survey 

RRAE@noaa.gov 
 

 

Maryland Department of Transportation 

Office of Planning and Capital Programming 

7201 Corporate Center Drive 

 Hanover, MD 21076 
hmurphy@mdot.maryland.gov 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 

Baltimore District 

2 Hopkins Place 

Baltimore, MD  21201 

Cenab-cc@usace.army.mil 

 

Maryland Department of Commerce 

World Trade Center 

401 East Pratt Street 

Baltimore, MD  21202 

Tamar.osterman@maryland.gov 

 

USDA-NRCS 

Frederick Field Service Center 

92 Thomas Johnson Drive, Suite 230 

Frederick, MD  21702-4403 

Grace.garst@md.usda.gov 

 

 

mailto:councilmembers@frederickcountymd.gov
mailto:Davis.ginny@epa.gov
mailto:Mde.webmaster@maryland.gov
mailto:lori.byrne@maryland.gov
mailto:RRAE@noaa.gov
mailto:hmurphy@mdot.maryland.gov
mailto:Cenab-cc@usace.army.mil
mailto:Tamar.osterman@maryland.gov
mailto:Grace.garst@md.usda.gov
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Maryland Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Office 

177 Admiral Cochrane Drive 

Annapolis, MD  21401-7307 

Steve_minkkinen@fws.gov 

 

 

 

 
        ___________________  

        Melanie B. Yasbin 

        April 12, 2021 

 

'-v~ -· ,£·<-;; Yr /4?;?7? ;) 
·7/v 7/ . ti W1/ 

mailto:Steve_minkkinen@fws.gov


 18 
  

 

HISTORIC REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies 

that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 

804X) was mailed via first class mail on February 5, 2021 to the following parties: 

 

 

Maryland Historical Trust 

100 Community Place, 3rd Floor 

Crownsville, MD  21032-9591 

Beth.cole@maryland.gov 

 

 

  

 

         
____________________ 

         

Melanie B. Yasbin  

        April 12, 2021 

 

mailto:Beth.cole@maryland.gov
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT (“CEHR”) 

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8) 

 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) 

 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN FREDERICK COUNTY, MD 

 

Dated: April 12, 2021 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

 

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.  Describe the proposed action, including 

commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that 

may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices.  Also 

describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.  Include a readable, detailed map and 

drawings clearly delineating the project. 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon the approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the rail, crossties, and possibly the 

upper layer of ballast. CSXT does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures.  

Any trail related structures, such as bridges, trestles, culverts and tunnels will not be salvaged.  

Finally, the operations and maintenance of the Line will cease.  CSXT intends to sell the Line to 

the City of Mt. Airy through the NITU process. 

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for CSXT not to abandon the Line.   

 A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

 (2) Transportation System.  Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or 

local transportation systems and patterns.  Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) 

that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 
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 There is no passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a result of the 

proposed abandonment.  There is no freight traffic on the Line to be diverted to motor carrier.  

The proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local highway systems 

and traffic patterns.  

 (3) Land Use.  (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 

and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Describe any inconsistencies.  (ii) 

Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed 

action on any prime agricultural land.  (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a 

designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9.  (iv) If the 

proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for 

alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why. 

 

 (i) CSXT considers the proposed abandonment of the Line to be consistent with existing 

land use plans.  The purpose of this abandonment is to sell the Line to the City of Mt. Airy for 

trail use through the NITU process.  CSXT notified Frederick County by letter dated March 22, 

2021, (See Exhibit 2) requesting comments and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR.  A 

copy of this Preliminary CEHR was sent to the appropriate local and state agencies for their 

information and further comment.  No comments have been received to date. 

 (ii)  CSXT does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected. 

 CSXT notified the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation 

Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated March 22, 2021 (See Exhibit 2) requesting 

comments and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR.  No comments have been received to 

date. 

 (iii) The Line is not in a Maryland Coastal Zone. 

 (iv)   CSXT believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking.  
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 (4) Energy.  (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 

resources.  (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.  (iii) State 

whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency 

and explain why.  (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of 

more than:  (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year 

for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and 

show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 

 

 (i) The proposed abandonment will have no affect the ability to transport energy 

resources. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable   

commodities. 

 (iii) The proposed abandonment will not change the use of railroad transportation over 

the line as CSX doesn’t currently ship over the line. 

 (iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000 rail 

carloads a year; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the line 

segments of rail traffic to motor carriage. 

 (5) Air.  (i) If the proposed action will result in either:  (A) An increase in rail traffic of at 

least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a 

day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of 

at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of 

more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road 

segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.  For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. § 

10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned 

line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) will apply.  (ii) If the proposed 

action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an 

increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard 

activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck 

traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road 

segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters 

established by the State Implementation Plan.  However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 

§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously 

abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.  (iii) If transportation 

of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the 

materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed 

restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 
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spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release 

of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment. 

 

 (i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

 (iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting 

materials. 

 (6) Noise.  If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, 

state whether the proposed action will cause:  (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three 

decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.  If so, 

identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 

communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these 

receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

 

 Not applicable. 

 

 (7) Safety.  (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety 

(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).  (ii) If hazardous materials are 

expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether 

chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 

safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent 

available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 

accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.  (iii) If there 

are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials 

spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials 

involved. 

 

 (i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and 

safety.  There are no crossings on the Line. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) CSXT is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 

been known hazardous materials spills on the Line. 

----
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 (8) Biological Resources.  (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 

species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.  (ii) State whether 

wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe 

any effects. 

 

 (i) CSXT does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect 

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat.  CSXT has notified the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USF&W”) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated March 

22, 2021 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in determining whether the proposed 

abandonment will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat and included a copy of this preliminary CEHR.  Through use of the USF&W 

website https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ a letter listing threatened, and endangered species was 

generated on March 16, 2021, finding the Northern Log-eared Bat may be in the area but that 

there are no critical habitats within the project area (See Exhibit 2).  

 (ii)  CSXT does not believe any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 

forests would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.  

 CSXT has notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter 

dated March 22, 2021 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects 

on wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests and included a copy of the 

preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date. 

 (9) Water.  (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.  

Describe any inconsistencies.  (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required 

for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

affected.  Describe the effects.  (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water 

Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

   

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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 (i) CSXT is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable 

water quality standards.  CSXT notified the State Environmental Protection Agency (“SEPA”), 

and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) by letters dated March 22, 

2021 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects on water quality 

standards and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR.  No comments have been received to 

date. 

 (ii) CSXT believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required 

for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

affected by the proposed abandonment.  Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of 

material will be accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access.  No new access roads are 

contemplated.  CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any 

activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil and does not anticipate any 

dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material.  CSXT will transport crossties and/or 

other debris away from the Line and will not discard them along the right-of-way or place or 

leave them in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  Also, during track 

removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, 

lubricants, or any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways.  Based upon this course 

of action, CSXT does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be 

required. 

 CSXT notified the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated March 22, 2021 (See 

Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permits under section 404 of the Clean 

Water Act are required for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-
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year flood plains will be affected by the proposed abandonment and included a copy of the 

preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date.  

 (iii) CSXT believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be 

required for the abandonment.  CSXT notified the SEPA and the USEPA by letter dated March 

22, 2021 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permit under section 402 of 

the Clean Water Act would be required for the abandonment and included a copy of the 

preliminary CEHR.  No comments have been received to date. 

 (10) Proposed Mitigation.  Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse 

environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

 

 CSXT does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions.  CSXT will, of course, 

adhere to any remedial actions required by the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

 1.  A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed 

to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the 

location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad 

structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action; 

 

 U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the State Department of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation (See Exhibit 3) along with this preliminary CEHR. 

 There are no CSXT-owned structures that are 50 years old or older. 

 2.  A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent 

known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area; 

 

  The right of way width along this right of way is approximately 90 feet wide.  The Line 

starts north of Village Oak Drive between Winding way and Rambling Sunset Circle.  It moves in a 

northwestern direction and ends before Prospect Road. 

 

 3.  Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 

structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area; 

 

 Not applicable.  

 4.  The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 

alterations, to the extent such information is known; 

 

 Not applicable. 

 

 5.  A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what, 

if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action; 

 

The Line is a small part of CSXT’s Old Main Line Subdivision (“OML”).  The OML is 

the oldest commercial railroad route in the United States.  It was constructed by the Baltimore & 

Ohio Railroad from about 1828-1831 to provide the Port of Baltimore with traffic from the 

expanding Midwest- traffic that was being siphoned off by the new Erie Canal in New York. 

CSXT intends to sell the Line to the City of Mt. Airy through the NITU process. 

 

 6.  A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering 
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drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic; 

 

 CSXT possesses valuation maps and track charts of the Line but is not aware of any other 

documentation in its possession. 

 

 7.  An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to 

whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 

previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions 

(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies 

or universities); 

 

 There are no bridges or structures on the Line. CSXT does not know of any archeological 

resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area. 

 

 8.  A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of 

any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally 

occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as 

swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain. 

 

 The Line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill and any archeological 

resources that may have been located in the proposed project are would have been affected at 

that time versus during the proposed salvage operations associated with rail removal.  Our 

records do not indicate that any swampy conditions exist, or that any hazardous material spills 

have occurred within the project area. 

 

 9.  Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 

may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned 

properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs 

of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public 

rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered 

archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native 

American). 
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 CSXT does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be 

supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously 

submitted.  But, if any additional information is requested, CSXT will promptly supply the 

necessary information. 

 CSXT notified the Maryland Historic Trust by letter dated March 22, 2021 (See Exhibit 

2) requesting assistance to determine whether there are any archeological resources or any other 

previously unknown historic properties and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR.   By letter 

dated March 25, 2021, the Maryland Historic Trust stated that “there are no historic properties 

affected by the undertaking.”
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                               EXHIBIT 1 – MAP 
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EXHIBIT 2 – LETTERS (WITHOUT MAPS)  
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Frederick County Council 

Winchester Hall 

12 East Church Street 

Frederick, MD  21701 

councilmembers@frederickcountymd.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R. 

1105.6(b)(2).  A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must 

be: 

 

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 

review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Please 

describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current 

and future land use.  Please respond by email to Floyd_Payne@csx.com or by mail to the above 

address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your 

comments in its Final CEHR.   

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:councilmembers@frederickcountymd.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@csx.com
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 Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on 

the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

\ , \j 
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i) 

and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 

 

 

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 

1342 are required for the proposed action.” 

 

 

 There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area.  The removal of 

CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 

existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.  CSXT does not 
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intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in 

the removal of the track material.  The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from 

the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or 

wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  During track removal, appropriate measures will 

be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials 

from entering any watercourses.  

 

  Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your 

concurrence with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State 

and local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time. 

As further information, CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land 

use in relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to 

Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).     

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

\ 1 

mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Maryland Department of the Environment 

1800 Washington Blvd. 

Baltimore, MD  21230 

Mde.webmaster@maryland.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i) 

and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 

 

 

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 

1342 are required for the proposed action.” 

 

 

 There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area.  The removal of 

CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 

existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.  CSXT does not 

intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in 

[,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:Mde.webmaster@maryland.gov
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the removal of the track material.  The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from 

the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or 

wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  During track removal, appropriate measures will 

be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials 

from entering any watercourses.  

 

 Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its 

position that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened 

species, critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.   

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a map of 

the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report for the 

line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

\ 1 

mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Maryland Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 

177 Admiral Cochrane Drive 

Annapolis, MD  21401-7307 

Steve_minkkinen@fws.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Ms. Byrne: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

  The action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 

C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements: 

  

(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed 

action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 

affected, and describe any effects. 

 

 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its position 

that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species, 

critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.   

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

[,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:Steve_minkkinen@fws.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne  

Enclosures (3) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLJ FE S!ERVlCE 

Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office 
tn Admiral Cochrane Drive 
AnnapoUs, MO 21401-7307 

Phone: (410) 573-4599 Fax: (4111)) 266-9127 
hnp1/www.fws.gov/chesapeakebay/ 

http://\l,/\,;W.fws.gov/c:hesapeakebay/endsppweb/Projec.1Review/lndex.html 

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 05E2CB00-2021-SLl-0847 
Event Code: 05E2CB00-202l -E-02068 
Project Name: CSXT Abandonment in Frederick County 

Marcil 16, 2021 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed pro ject 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The end05ed species list identifies threatened, e ndangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final d esignated critical babitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project ancVor may be affected by your proposed project. Trus species list fulfills the 
requirements o f the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) o f the 
Endange red Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U .S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution o f 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could! change this list. PJease feel fr-.ee to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed ,critical 
habitat. Please note that und er SO CFR 402.12(e) o f the regulations implementing sectio:n 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy o f this species list should be verified after 90 days. Trus verification can be 
completed formally or informa lly as desired. The Service recomme nds that verification be 
completed by visiting the EC OS-IPaC website at regular inte rvals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and infonnation. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same p rocess used to receive the encaosed list. 

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(l) and 7(a)( 2) of the 
Act and its implementing re-gulations (50 CFR 402 er seq.), Federal agencies are require d 10 

utilize the.ir authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat. 
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03/16/2021 8.<entCode: 05E2CB00-2021-E--02068 

A Biological Assessmenl is required for construct.ion projects ( or other undenak.ings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significanLly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental PoLicy Ac1 (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Se1vice suggests t.hal a biological 
evaluation simiJar to a Biological Assessmenl be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designa1ed or proposed critical habitat Recommended 
conients of a Biological Assessment are described at SO CFR 402.12. 

2 

If a Federal agency de1em1ines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, thal 
lisied species ancVor designa1ed crilical habi1a1 may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Se1vice pursuanl to SO CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends tha1 candida1e species, proposed species and proposed criticaJ habitat be addressed 
within the consul1ation. More infom1ation on the reguJalions and procedures for section 7 
consuJtation, including the role of permi1 or License appLican1s, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species ConsuJ1ation Handbook" at: 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-Library/pdf/fOC-GLOS.PDF 

Please be aware tha1 bald and golden eagles are pro1ec1ed under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Pro1ection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 er seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 
development of an eagle conservation plan 
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidanre.html). AddiLionally, wind energy projects 
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http:/lwww.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing 
impacts to migratory birds and ba1s. 

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects induding communications 
1owers (e.g., cellular, digi1al televis ion, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: 
http:1/wv.'\<1.fv.•s.gov/migralorybirds/CurrentBirdJssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; 
http://www.1owerkUl.com; and http:// 
""""""'Jws.gov/migra1orybirds/CurrentBirdlssues'1-lazards/1owers/comtow.hunl. 

We appreciate your concern for t.hrea1ened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conse1valion of t.hrea1ened and endangered species inlo their project 
planning 10 further the purposes of the Act. Please include the ConsuhaLion Tracking Number in 
the header of this letler with any request for consuhation or correspondence about your project 
that you submit to our office. 

A1tachmen1(s): 

Official Species List 

USF\\/S National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Ha1cheries 

Wetlands 
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03116/2021 Event Code: OSE2CB00-2021-E--02068 

Official Species List 
Tlnis lisl is provided pursuan110 Section 7 of the Endangered Spec ies Ac1, and fulfUls lhe 
requirement for Federal agencies lo "reques1 of the Secre1ary of the Interior infom1aLion whether 
any species which is lis1ed or proposed Lo be lisled may be present in the area of a proposed 
amion". 

Tlnis spec.ies List is provided by : 

C h esapeake Bay Ecological Services F ield Office 
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive 
Annapolis, MD 21401-7307 
(410) 573-4599 

1 
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03/16/2021 Event Code: 05E2CB00-2021-E-02068 

Project summary 
Consultation Code: 05E2CB00-2021-SLl-0847 
Event Code: 05E2CB00-202t -E-02068 
Project Name: 
Project Type: 
Project Description: 

Project Location: 

CSXT Abandonment in Frederick County 
TRANSPORTA:CTON 
CSX Transportation, Inc., ("CSXT") proposes to abandon the 
approximately 0.59-mile rail line that runs between Val Sia. 1728+23 and 
Val Sla. l759 t-25 on its BalLimore Division, Old Main Line Subdivision, 
in Frederick County, MD 

Approxima1e location of 1he project can be v iewed in Google Maps: hUps:// 
www.google.com/maps/@39.3757498.-77.16309486S98387 14z 

.i 
.• 

Counties: Frederick County. Maryland 

2 
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03/16/2021 Event Code: 05E2CB00-2021-E--02068 3 

Endangered Species Act Species 
There is a total of 1 threa1ened, endangered, or candida1e spec.ies on I.his species list 

Species on this lis1 shouJd be considered in an e ffects ana lysis for your project and could include 
species thal exis1 in a nother geographic a rea. For example, cenain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 o f these species should be 
considered only under ce11ain conditions. 

IPaC does nol display listed species or criLical habila1s under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheriesl, as USFWS does not have the a uthoriry 10 speak on beha lf o f NOAA a nd the 

Departmenl of Commerce. 

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats t.hal lie wholly or partially 

within your project area under this office's j ur isdiction. Please con1act the designa1ed FWS office 
if you have questions. 

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Ma rine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Depanmen1 of 
Commerce. 

Mammals 
NAME 

Northern Long-eared Bar Myoris septentrionalis 
No critical habit.as has been designated for this species. 
1his species only needs 10 bP considered under thP foUowing conditions: 

Projects with a federal nexus tha! h:tve tree clearing = to or > 15 acres: 1. REQUEST A 
SPECIES LIST2. NEXT STEP: EVALUATE DEl T.RMJNAJl ON KEYS 3. SELE.er 
EVALUATE wxler the Northern laClg-Eared Bal (NLEll) Consultation and 4(d) Rule 
Cons;siency key 

Species pro6Je: hmwllems fws wn:1em'sneciest9045 

Critical habitats 

STATUS 

T hrea1ened 

THERE ARE NO CRfTICAL HABITATS WITHJN YOUR PROJECJ' AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION. 
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03/16/2021 8.<ent Code: 05E2CB00-2021-E-02068 

USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries 

1 

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'CompaLibiLity Delem1ination' conducled by the Refuge. Please contac1 the individual Refuges 10 
discuss any questions or concerns. 

THE.RE ARE NO REFUG;: LANDS OR RSH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA. 
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03/16/2021 Event Code: OSE2CB00-2021-E--02068 

Wetlands 
lmpac1s 10 NWI wetlands and other aquaLic habitats may be subjec1 10 regulaLion under Section 
404 of the Clean Wa1er Ac~ or other Staie/Federal s1a1u1es. 

For more information please contact the Regulalory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District 

Please no1e that the NV{) da1a be ing shown may be oul o f dare. We are cur renLly working to 
updale our N\,\') dala set We recomme nd you verify these resuhs with a s ire vis il to derermine 
the actual exte nr of wetlands on s ite . 

THERE ARE NO WETLANDS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA. 

1 
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Lori Byrne 

Wildlife & Heritage Service 

Department of Natural Resources 

580 Taylor Ave. 

Tawes Office Bldg E-1 

Annapolis MD 21401 
lori.byrne@maryland.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

  The action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 

C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements: 

  

(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed 

action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 

affected, and describe any effects. 

 

 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its position 

that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species, 

critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.   

 

[,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:lori.byrne@maryland.gov
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

\ 1 

mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 

Baltimore District 

2 Hopkins Place 

Baltimore, MD  21201 

Cenab-cc@usace.army.mil 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(e)(9) 

(ii) require that CSXT develop responses to the following statement: 

 

 “Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits 

under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed 

action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 year flood plains will be affected.  

Describe the effects.” 

 

 Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its 

position that there would be no adverse impact on wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that no 

permits under Section 404 will be required.   

 

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:Cenab-cc@usace.army.mil
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).  

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

\ 1 

mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

National Park Service 

Northeast Region 

1234 Market Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19107 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) require 

that advance notice be given to afford your agency a reasonable opportunity to provide meaningful 

input. 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

[,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

 

 

\ 1 
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Maryland Department of Transportation 

Office of Planning and Capital Programming 

7201 Corporate Center Drive 

 Hanover, MD 21076 
hmurphy@mdot.maryland.gov
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Ms. Murphy: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) require 

that advance notice be given to afford your agency a reasonable opportunity to provide meaningful 

input. 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:hmurphy@mdot.maryland.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 
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Enclosures (3) 

 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Maryland Department of Commerce 

World Trade Center 

401 East Pratt Street 

Baltimore, MD  21202 

Tamar.osterman@maryland.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) require 

that advance notice be given to afford your agency a reasonable opportunity to provide meaningful 

input. 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:Tamar.osterman@maryland.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 
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Enclosures (3) 

 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

National Geodetic Survey 

RRAE@noaa.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 Please advise if there are any geodetic markers which could be affected by the proposed 

transaction.  Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by email or 

through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

[,o~ es r 
•• •• 

mailto:RRAE@noaa.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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~ f J, ;, [JIRA] (IMOV-7800) CSX Transportation Inc.- Abandonment Exemption m Frederick County, MD STB Docket No AB-SS (Sub No 804)() - Message (HTML) Ill - ijl 

File Message Help Q Tell me what you want to do 

@I Delete " 1=1' Archive r!J Move " ~ Reply <~ Reply All ➔ Forward r:!:J All Aboard " ~ Mark Unread 88" fb " ffii• f) Find 
r, 

f!!.1) Read Aloud 

[JIRA] (IMOV-7800) CSX Transportation, lnc.--Abandonment Exemption--in Frederick County, MD STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) 

A, deborah .. broo~s <ngs.infocenter@noaa.gov> 
• To Melame Yasbm 

Q) ti there are problems wrth how this message 1s displayed, d1cl: here to view rt 1n a web browser. 

A comment is added on your issue: 

Re: CSX Transportation, lnc.--Abandonment Exemption--in Frederick County, MD STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X) 
Good Evening Atty. Yasbin, 

Cl_ Zoom J) Insights 

~ Reply <~ Reply All ➔ Forward J · · 
Thu 3/25/2021 6:56 

A search of NGS' database located 00 geodetic survey markers that would be impacted in the proposed abandonment area. However, there are TWO marks in close proximity. Care should be exercised to not disturb these marks. 

The attached file M!Airy-NGS MAP _DATASHEET.pdf contains a map showing the two marks and their datasheets .. 

Regards, 
Deborah Brooks 
NGS lnfocenter 

301-713-3242 

National Geodetic Survey 
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Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

Maryland Historical Trust 

100 Community Place, 3rd Floor 

Crownsville, MD  21032-9591 

Beth.cole@maryland.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

In connection with rail line that is the subject of an application for authority to abandon, 

Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted to the State 

Historic Preservation Officer prior to filing with the Surface Transportation Board.  In 

accordance with those Regulations, I am attaching a preliminary Combined Environmental and 

Historic Report (“CEHR”) covering the above-proposed abandonment. 

 

We would appreciate receiving a letter from your office confirming that this project will 

have no impact upon cultural resources.  Any questions can be sent electronically to 

Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[,o~ es r 
•• •• 

mailto:Beth.cole@maryland.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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 Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the CEHR for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 
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MARYLAND 
KISTOR.ICAJ,. 

• t t 
11, ~ 
TRUST 

PROJECT REVIEW FORM 
Request for- Comments from the Maryland Historical Trust/ 

MDSHPO on State and Federal Undertakings 

Project Na me lcsx :mn~9stl3!9:Q, rnc.-Abandonme nt Exe~tion-in Frederick. MO 

Primary Cont .11ct: 

MHTUSEONLY 
Date Received: Log Number: 

County [Frederick 

Conta.ct Name (Melanie Yasb in Comp any/Agency (rhe Law Office s of Louis E. Gitomef', LLC :========::::..,__.:..._....:..::=======:1 
Mailing Address [6-oo Battimone Ave. Suite 301 

City 

Email 

[Towson j State [Ma ryland ....:.JI :z;p [21204 :=======~ r me lanie@lgrailbw.com I Phone Number + 1 (4 10) 296-2205 Ext. I 

Project Location: 

Address r I City/Vicinity [Mt. Airy L-------;::::====.-------;:=====-~ .__,___ ____ _, 
Coord inates (if known): Latitude I _ Longitude [ _ ] Waterway L 
Project Description: 

List federal and state sources Agency Project/Pennittrracking Num uer 
of funding, permits, or other Type AgencylProg ram/Permit N.11me (if .11ppliuble ) 
assista nce (e.g. Bond Bill Loan [Fede, • I The Surface Transportation Boa rd AS.SS (S.b-No. 804)() 
of 2013, Chapter #; HUD/ 

C0 SG; MOE/COE permit; etc.). I . I 
lhis p:roject includes (checkaU applicable): Cl NewConsuuc.tion tJ Demolition (J Remodeling/Rehab ilitat ion 

O State or Federal Rehabilitat ion Tax Credits O Excavation/Ground Oisnirba nce D Shoreline/Waterways/Wetlands 

Other'\Additional Description: Removal of the rail, cros:sries, a nd possibly t he upper layer of ballast. 

Known Historic Properties: 

This project involves properties (check all applicable}: O listed in the National Register O Subject to an easement held by MHT 

CJ Included in the Ma ryland In ventory of Historic Properties O Designated h is toric by a local government 

D Previously subject to a rcheo logical investigations 

Property\District\ Report Na.me L 
Attachments: 
A att.ac ments are requi . I ncomp e te su mitta s may resu 

A.erial photograph or USGS Quad Map section with location a nd boundaries of project dearty ma rked. 

Project Descript ion, Scope of Work. Site Pla n, a nd\or Construction Drawings. 

Photographs (print or digital) showing the project site including images of .all buildings a nd structures. 

Description of past a nd present la nd uses in project area (wooded, mined, developed, agricultural uses, e tc}. 

MHT Determination: 

0 lh,ereare NO HI.STORIC PROPERTIES in the area of potentiaJeffect O The p,o;ect v.-i:U ha\'e NO ADVERSE EFFECT WITH CONDITIONS 

0 lh,e project wiJ have NO EFFECT on historic properties O The project will have ADVERSE EFFECliSon historic properties 

0 The project wid have NO ADViERSE EFFECT on historic properties O MHT REQUESTS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

MHTReviewer: Date: 

I 

-

Submit p,inted copy of form and all attachments by m.11il to: Beth Cole, MHT, 100 Community Pl.11<e, Ctownsville, MD 21032 
a..;;..ith11>o1, 
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[ CSX]" 
t10W TOMORROW WOVll'.S 

•• •• 
Oc11tP.aJM 
Manager Strategic Planning 

March 22, 2021 

Maryland Historical Trust 
100 Community Place, 3'' Floo-r 
Crownsville, MD 21032-9591 
Bcth.colc@marY,land.goy 

500 Water Street, J80 I 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 
Email: Genc_Paync@csx.com .---------=---..... Theu.r,t&lle!Hillorical'tl\lO!llu_,,,,,. 

thllthorewno ____ Ill' 

"''"~· 
*abs 4':rucf ,_.sfas /2' J d Il! ~ 

flAR 2 \ 1lm ll!l 
13)'; ---------·-· 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No.1!04X), CSX Transpor1ation, lnc.-Abandonment 
Exemption-in Frederick County, MO 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

CSX Transponation, lnco., ("CSXT"} proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59, milc 
rail line that runs lictwccn Val Sta. 1728+23 and Va~Shl. 1759<1.S on its Baltimorel>ivision, 
Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the "Line"). The Line runs through the 
U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
''Board"), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandofl the Line. 

In c-0nncction with rail I ine that is the subject of an application for authority to abandon, 
Federal Regulations at 49 CFR I 105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer prior to fi ling with the Swface Transportation Board In 
accordance with those Regulations, I am attaching a preliminary Combined Environmental and 
Historic Report ("CEHR") covering the above-proposed abando11ment. 

We would appreciate receiving a letter from your oftiee· confirming that this project will 
have no impact upon euttu,ol resources. Any questions can be sent clcctronicaJly to 
Floyd Payne@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS}. 
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Enclosed is a distribution list of 111 parties thal have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map oflhe proposed location and the CEHR for lhe line. If you have any questions, please feel free 
to call or email me. 

Sincerely, 

Gene Payne 
Enclosures (3) 
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500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 359-3739 

Email: Gene_Payne@csx.com 

 

 

Gene Payne 

Manager Strategic Planning 

 

March 22, 2021 

 

USDA-NRCS 

Frederick Field Service Center 

92 Thomas Johnson Drive, Suite 230 

Frederick, MD  21702-4403 

Grace.garst@md.usda.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 804X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Frederick County, MD 

 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.59-mile 

rail line that runs between Val Sta. 1728+23 and Val Sta. 1759+25 on its Baltimore Division, 

Old Main Line Subdivision, in Frederick County, MD (the “Line”). The Line runs through the 

U.S. Postal Zip Code 21771. 

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(3) (ii) 

require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement: 

 

“Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed 

action on any prime agricultural land.” 

 

Please advise if any of the land contiguous to CSXT’s line in the project area is classified as prime 

agriculture land. 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Floyd_Payne@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:Grace.garst@md.usda.gov
mailto:Floyd_Payne@CSX.com
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Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Gene Payne 

Enclosures (3) 
 

 

\ , \j 
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EXHIBIT 3 – USGS MAPS 
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