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Preserving America's Heritage 

November 24, 2008 

The Honorahle Charles D. NOllinghum 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W, 
Washington, DC 20423 

Ref: 	 Proposed Alaska Railroad C'orpurafio/1 (,OllstructiO/1 aile! operatio/1 (~frail line 

STI] Fillance Docket Nu. 34658 

Between North Pole (fud Delta .hllletiol1, Alaska 


Dear Mr. Noltingham: 

In response to a notification by the Sur/ace Transportation Ek)ard (STB). the Advisory COllllcil on 
Historic Preservation (ACHP) will participate in consultation to develop a programmatic agrecllll'nt for 
the proposed rail line between NOJ1h Pole and Delta Junction, Alaska. Our decision to participate in this 
consultation is based on the Criteria/hI' COlincill!lI'oll'elllellt in Reviewillg /mlil'idl/ol Sectioll 106 Cases. 
contained within nur regulatiolls. The criteria are met for this undertaking hecause it nmy presefll 
important questions of policy or interpretation, Our decision to ~nler participation is also in response to 
recent legislation, the Federal Railroad Safety Improvement Aet (Public Law 110-432), which directs the 
ACHP to work with the Secretary of Transportation. the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO), and the Alaska Railroad Corporation to expedite historic preservation reviews tor safety-related 
projects, a directive to which this undertaking relates. 

Section 800.6(a)( I )(iii) llfour regulations requires thaL wt: f1olil)' you, as lhe hl:ad of the agency, oj'ollr 

decision 10 participate in consultation. By copy MIllis leuer. we nre also notitYing Victoria RuLson, Chiel~ 
Section or Environmental Analysis. of this decision. 

Our pal1icipntion in this consulta1ion will he handled by Blythe Semmel'. who call he I'e,l\:hcd al (202) 
606-8552 or via email at hscmmer@achp.gov. We look forward 10 working with your agency lind other 
cOllsulting pm1ies to develop a programmatic agreement. 
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