12/18/2014
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing out of concern of the proposed Port Canaveral rail extension.  I have only lived in Florida since September of 2013.  I moved to Florida for a job at NASA that was too good to be true.  I am a single man, 39 years old so I didn’t hesitate at the opportunity.
A family friend of mine suggested living in the Viera area because of the availability of shopping and restaurants.  I took his advice and moved to a two bedroom apartment.  After a year of dealing with a 45 minute commute, I decided it would be a good idea to buy a home, my first home, nearer to work.  My realtor showed be many homes on Merritt Island and I fell in love with one in The Savannahs community.  I closed on the house July 31 of this year and I absolutely love it here.  There is never much traffic getting to and from work.  I have an excellent view of the fourth hole on the golf course, I feel very safe, and everyone I’ve met in the neighborhood has been very friendly.  
However, the thing I like most about The Savannahs is the peace and quiet.  I’m sure many others in the neighborhood feel the same way and the noise and vibration associated with installing a rail line so close will be a serious detriment to the neighborhood, not to mention the property values of the homes here.  Had I known this project was in the works, I would have had some serious second thoughts about moving here. 
Working for NASA, I get access to Kars Park and frequently go fishing off the dock there.  The proposed rail line takes it right between my house and Kars Park.  I think it would severely diminish the allure for anyone to go there if there is a cargo train going right behind it.  
Another concern of mine is the environmental impact to the Indian River Lagoon and the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge.  It is a shame that anyone would even consider a project like the rail extension.  It has the potential to destroy wetlands and pollute the river.  It also has the potential to alter the habitats of a number of species of fish and wildlife.  It is by no mistake that the Federal Government has set aside this pristine land, and declared it a National Wildlife Refuge.  
I sincerely hope the Canaveral Port Authority and the Surface Transportation Board (Board) consider the serious effects of building the proposed rail line.  It will affect me personally, my neighbors, and especially the beauty and serenity of this part of Merritt Island.
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