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Re: Docket No. AB-1291X 

November 21, 2019 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption -
In Milam County, Texas 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Phone: (312)252-1500 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 

www.fletcher-sippel.com 

Following is an individual abandonment petition for exemption of Alcoa Energy 
Services, Inc. This submission also includes a draft Federal Register notice pursuant to 49 
C.F.R. § 1152.60(c) for the Board's use. A payment in the amount of $7,800.00, representing 
the appropriate filing fee for this petition for exemption, has been submitted through pay.gov. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Report (Exhibit D to the Petition) has been 
provided to the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis. If there are any questions about this 
matter, please contact me at (312) 252-1504, or by e-mail: rwimbish@fletcher-sippel.com. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. (', ?t: J.:J-
Robert A. ii=:.sh 
Attorney for Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-1291X 

ALCOA ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -­

IN MILAM COUNTY, TEX. 

ABANDONMENT PETITION FOR EXEMPTION OF 
ALCOA ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 and the corresponding regulations of the Surface 

Transportation Board (the "Board") at 49 C.F.R. §§ 1121 and 1152.60, Alcoa Energy Services, 

Inc. ("AESI") hereby petitions the Board for an exemption from the prior approval requirements 

of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to abandon a roughly six-mile line of railroad (the "Line"). A map 

showing the location of the Line over which abandonment is sought is attached to this petition as 

Exhibit A. A draft Federal Register notice of this petition in the form prescribed by 49 C.F.R. 

§ 1152.60(c) is attached hereto as Exhibit B. Certificates of compliance with the service 

requirement of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(d) and the newspaper publication requirement of 49 C.F.R. § 

1105.12, respectively, are attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

Common carrier operations on the Line ceased in February of 2018, following the 

closure of a smelter facility (the "Sandow Facility") previously operated by a corporate 

predecessor of Alcoa USA Corp. ("A-USA" -the current owner of the Sandow Facility assets 

and surrounding land). 1 The Sandow Facility will never be restored to operation, because the 

A-USA and AESI are commonly-controlled holdings of Alcoa Corporation. 
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power plants and smelter associated with that facility have been de-commissioned. AESI is 

unsure whether, or if, any future demand for rail transportation on the Line will materialize, 

particularly at volumes that would warrant restoring rail service. AESI has determined that it 

would be appropriate to seek Board authority to abandon the Line to remove the subject railroad 

assets from the scope of the Board's jurisdiction, freeing AESI (and the Line) from STB 

regulation, and allowing AESI and its affiliate, A-USA, greater flexibility in possible future 

disposition of the Line and surrounding lands. For the time being, however, AESI intends to 

preserve the Line, post-abandonment authorization (if granted), as private, unregulated trackage, 

but it cannot rule out the possibility of future salvage. 

AESI acquired the railroad assets that comprise the Line from the Rockdale, 

Sandow & Southern Railroad Company ("RSS" - a holding of Genesee & Wyoming Inc.) at the 

end of2018.2 Prior to late 2005, RSS was itself a longstanding railroad holding of the corporate 

predecessor of Alcoa Corporation,3 and RSS's primary function was, and generally had been 

until the suspension of service in 2018, to handle traffic in interstate commerce to and from the 

Sandow Facility and to independent rail shippers whose businesses were related to Sandow 

Facility operations. Following the permanent closure of the Sandow Facility and the 

corresponding cessation of rail shipments, A-USA perceived that RS S might soon pursue 

abandonment and liquidation of the Line, particularly since it was apparent that the Line's future 

2 

3 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. - Acquisition Exemption - Rockdale, Sandow & Southern 
Railroad Company, FD No. 36257 (STB served Dec. 14, 2018) (the "AESI Notice"). 

Aluminum Company of America - Continuance in Control- Rea Magnet 50 Fed. Reg. 
27501-01 (ICC served Jul. 3, 1985); RailAmerica Inc., et. al- Continuance in Control­
Point Comfort and Northern Rwy. Co., Rockdale Sandow & Southern Railroad Company, 
The Massena Terminal Railroad Company, and Bauxite and Northern Railway Company, 
Docket No. FD 34758 (STB served Oct. 19, 2005). 
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traffic prospects were uncertain.4 Accordingly, A-USA decided that re-acquiring the subject rail 

assets from RSS to preserve the option of the restoration of rail service in the future was 

preferable to leaving that strategic determination to an unaffiliated rail carrier with interests of its 

own, and so A-USA reached terms to re-acquire the RSS rail assets through a designated non­

carrier corporate affiliate, AESI. 

After roughly a year of AESI ownership, the Line's future railroad traffic 

prospects remain uncertain. There is no current demand for rail service, and are there are no 

apparent traffic prospects. Nevertheless, the land along the Line could prove suitable for 

prospective rail-dependent businesses, and retaining the track in place would promote such 

development. At the same time, A-USA believes that development of the lands surrounding the 

Line could be promoted just as easily (or better) by private carriage, and that converting the Line 

to unregulated private track by way of a Board-authorized abandonment offers greater flexibility. 

Moreover, in the event that A-USA and AESI were to sell the land and the rail assets that 

comprise the Line, it would aid in such an endeavor to avoid the regulatory complications of 

Board authorization, particularly if a prospective buyer were to be interested in acquiring the rail 

assets for private purposes and not in assuming a common carrier status by virtue of railroad line 

ownership. As such, abandonment of the Line might be the best way to preserve it for future 

reactivation, albeit in the form of non-Board-regulated private track. 

As discussed below, abandonment of the Line satisfies the exemption criteria of 

49 U.S.C. § 10502, and, accordingly, this Petition should be granted. 

4 At the time that AESI invoked the Board's class exemption procedures to acquire the Line, it 
pointed out, and the Board subsequently noted, that the Line's future traffic prospects were 
uncertain at best. See AESI Notice at 1 ("AESI states that the Line is currently inactive and 
it is uncertain at what future point demand for rail service over the Line could again 
materialize to warrant restored rail operations"). 
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I. IDENTIFICATION OF PETITIONER 

Petitioner AESI is a Class III common carrier by virtue of its acquisition of the 

subject Board-regulated Line in 2018. 

The complete name and address of AESI is: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. 
Attention: Real Estate Department 
201 Isabella St., Suite 500 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5858 

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS PETITION 

The Line extends from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with Union Pacific 

Railroad Company ("UP") at Marjorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas, a total of 

approximately six route miles. AESI does not know if the Line has any stations, but believes 

that it may include the stations of Marjorie and Sandow. The Line traverses United States Postal 

Service ZIP Codes 76567 and 76577. 

AESI has not undertaken a review of its files to determine whether any parcels 

may be subject to reversion in the event of a consummated abandonment, but it believes that it 

holds marketable title to all of the Line's right-of-way. 

Historically, Line has served predominantly to support railroad traffic to and from 

the Sandow Facility, which has become inactive, and that of independent customers whose 

shipments were related to Sandow Facility operations. The Sandow Facility has been closed 

permanently, all rail shipments on the Line have ended as of roughly 20 months ago, and AESI is 

unaware of any plans by a third party to commence shipping rail traffic via the Line. 

III. JURISDICTION AND STATUTORY STANDARDS 

The Board has jurisdiction over the proposed abandonment of the Line pursuant 

to 49 U.S.C. § 10903. A common carrier by rail such as AESI must obtain authority from the 
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Board under Section 10903 before abandoning a line of railroad. However, 49 U.S.C. § 10502 

requires the Board to exempt a person, transaction or service from the statutory and regulatory 

requirements otherwise applicable to a rail carrier when the Board determines that: 

(1) application of those requirements is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 

49 U.S.C. § 10101; and (2) either (a) the transaction is of limited scope or (b) regulation is not 

needed to protect shippers from an abuse of market power. This abandonment petition meets the 

standards for an exemption. 

IV. CRITERIA OF 49 U.S.C. § 10502 

A. Detailed Scrutiny Under 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Necessary To 
Carry Out The Rail Transportation Policy Of 49 U.S.C. § 10101 

Granting AESI an exemption to abandon the Line is consistent with the goals 
I 

articulated in the national Rail Transportation Policy ("RTP"), 49 U.S.C. § 10101. By allowing 

AESI to avoid the expense of maintaining a line that generates no traffic or revenue, and, if it 

later proves appropriate, to liquidate the Line's rail assets as unneeded for rail transportation, an 

exemption will encourage the honest and effective management of railroads and promote the 

development of an economically sound and efficient transportation system. See 49 U.S.C. 

§§ 10101(3), (4), (5) and (9). 

The rail transportation policy also provides that the Board should minimize the 

need for federal regulatory control over the rail transportation system, expedite regulatory 

decisions and reduce barriers to exit. See 49 U.S.C. §§ 10101(2), (7), and (15). The statutory 

exemption procedure of Section 10502 obviates the need for the expensive and time-consuming 

processes attendant to a formal application proceeding under Section 10903. Reliance on the 

adequate and expeditious individual exemption procedures would minimize Board regulation of 

the abandonment, and it would free AESI to make decisions regarding the future disposition of 
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the Line without the need for additional Board regulatory oversight, all of which is in the 

furtherance of the R TP. 

None of the other RTP criteria would be adversely affected. No rail service of 

any kind has been provided on the Line since early 2018, and so regulation would not affect 

shipper interests. Finally, abandonment will permit AESI the option to preserve the line as 

private trackage outside of the scope of Board regulation, will free AESI ( or a future purchaser 

of the rail assets) to sell the Line to a third party without the need to undergo another Board 

authorization process, and will enable AESI or a future purchaser of the Line's assets to establish 

private carriage on the Line if future circumstances warrant. 

B. The Transaction Is Of Limited Scope 

The abandonment for which exemption is sought involves an unused, stub-ended 

line segment roughly six miles in length that formerly had been used in support of A-USA's 

Sandow Facility operations. No rail service has been provided on the Line for nearly two years. 

Under these circumstances, the proposed abandonment clearly is of limited scope. 

C. Regulation Is Not Necessary To Protect 
Shippers From Market Power Abuse 

Since this abandonment is of limited scope, AESI does not need to demonstrate 

that regulation is unnecessary to protect shippers from market power abuse, also. See 49 U.S.C. 

§ 10502(a)(2). Even so, it is clear that this transaction will not and cannot subject shippers to 

any market power abuse. 

There are no active shippers on the Line, and the last entities to make use of rail 

service over the Line did so in support of a corporate affiliate of AESI. There is no one that 

could be the target of any market power abuse. Fundamentally, there is simply no evidence to 

support the proposition that AESI possesses market power (it has none, as the owner of an 
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entirely inactive railroad line without any foreseeable traffic prospects), and there is no one that 

AESI would have reason, or ability, to subject to any such market power abuse, if it had. 

V. LEVEL OF LABOR PROTECTION TO BE IMPOSED 

In most abandonment proceedings, the Board would impose labor protective 

conditions under Oregon Short Line Railroad-Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch Between 

Firth & Ammon, in Bingham & Bonneville Counties, Idaho, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). However, 

where a railroad proposes to abandon its entire railroad system, as AESI is proposing to do here, 

the Board traditionally declines to impose labor protective conditions. See, ~' Knox and Kane 

RR. Co.-Abandonment Exemption-McKean County, Pa., Docket AB 551 (Sub-No. 2X) (STB 

served July 24, 2015). It is appropriate in entire system abandonments for the Board to refrain 

from imposing labor protective conditions because there will be no remaining entity subject to 

the Board's jurisdiction. In keeping with longstanding precedent, it is appropriate in this 

proceeding that no labor protective conditions be imposed. 

VI. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REVIEW 

In keeping with 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(a), 1105.8(a) and 1121.3(b), a combined 

Environmental and Historic Report ("Report") is attached hereto as Exhibit D. AESI does not 

believe that the proposed abandonment will result in any significant environmental impact. 

Also, AESI has determined that the proposed abandonment will not result in any adverse impact 

to historic resources, as is reflected in the attached Historic Report. Although AESI has no 

immediate plans to salvage the Line, and the rail assets may be retained as private trackage for 

the foreseeable future, AESI recognizes that it must comply with any conditions to abandonment 

and/or salvage as the Board may impose upon it in granting this Petition. 
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WHEREFORE, AESI respectfully requests that the Board exempt from the prior 

approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 the abandonment of the Line extending from 

milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with Union Pacific Railroad Company ("UP") at Marjorie, 

Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas, a total of approximately six route miles in Milam 

County, Texas. 

Dated: November 21, 2019 

Respectfully submitted, 

By: 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Bradon J. Smith 

Fletcher & Sippel LLC 
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60606-3208 
Office: (312) 252-1500 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 
Email: rwimbish@fletcher-sippel.com 

ATTORNEYSFORALCOAENERGY 
SERVICES, INC. 
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Milepost 6.0 
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DO 

FR-------

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Surface Transportation Board 

Docket No. AB-1291X 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. -Abandonment Exemption - In Milam County, Tex. 

On November_, 2019, Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. (AESI) filed with the Surface 

Transportation Board (Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 for exemption from the 

provisions of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to abandon approximately 6.0 route miles of rail line in Milam 

County, Texas, extending from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with Union Pacific Railroad 

Company at Marjorie to milepost 6.0 at Sandow (the Line). The Line traverses United States 

Postal Service Zip Codes 76567 and 76577. AESI is not aware of any stations along the Line but 

believes that the Line may include the stations of Marjorie and Sandow. According to the 

petition, the Line is stub-ended and therefore not capable of handling overhead traffic. 

AESI believes that it possesses fee title interest to the underlying right-of-way, and, as 

such, that there is no federally-granted right-of-way along the route. Any documentation in the 

railroad's possession regarding federally-granted right-of-way will be made available promptly 

to those requesting it. 

Because AESI is abandoning its entire railroad system, AESI anticipates that the Board 

will not impose labor protective conditions. See, ~' Knox and Kane RR. Co.-Abandonment 

Exemption-McKean County, Pa., Docket AB 551 (Sub-No. 2X) (STB served July 24, 2015). 

By issuance of this notice, the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding pursuant to 

49 U.S.C. § 10502(b). A final decision will be issued by _____ , 2015. 

12 



By issuance of this notice, the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding pursuant to 

49 U.S.C. § 10502(b). A final decision will be issued by ______ , 2019. 

Any offer of financial assistance (OFA) under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(b)(2) to acquire the 

line or to subsidize continued rail service will be due no later than 10 days after service of a 

decision granting the petition for exemption. Each off er must be accompanied by a $1,900 filing 

fee. See 49 C.F.R. § 1002.2(£)(25). 

Any offer of financial assistance will be due no later than 10 days after service of a 

decision granting the petition for exemption. 

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment of rail service and 

salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim trail use, if 

AESI should consent to the same. 

Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking will be 

due no later than 20 days after notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is published in 

the Federal Register. 

All filings in response to this notice must refer to Docket No. AB-1291X and must be 

sent to: (1) Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001, 

and (2) Robert A. Wimbish, Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 N. Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 

60606. Replies to the petition are due on or before ------

Persons seeking further information concerning the Board's abandonment procedures 

may contact the Surface Transportation Board or refer to the full abandonment and 

discontinuance regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152. Questions concerning environmental issues 

may be directed to the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) at (202) 245-0295. 
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An environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if 

necessary) prepared by the Office of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of 

record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during its preparation. Any 

other persons who would like to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may contact the Office of 

Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings normally will be made 

available within 60 days of the filing of the petition. The deadline for submission of comments 

on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its service. 

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at "WWW.STB.DOT.GOV." 

Decided: ----------

By the Board, Allison C. Davis, Acting Director, Office of Proceedings. 
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Certificate of Service 

49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(d)-Notice 

I certify that, in keeping with 49 C.F.R. § l 152.60(d), the following parties have been 
served with a copy of the foregoing abandonment petition for exemption as of the date of this 
filing: 

Mr. Peter Espy 
Director, Rail Division 
Texas Department of Transportation 
125 E. 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701-2483 

MCMCTEA 
ATTN: Railroads for National Defense 
1 Soldier Way, Building 1900W 
Scott AFB, IL 62225-5006 

U.S. Department of Interior- National Park Service 
Recreational Resources Assistance Division 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Chief of the Forest Service 
4th Floor N.W., Yates Building 
201 14th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

The Line is bereft of active rail users upon which to serve notice of the proposed abandonment. 

November 21, 2019 

Robert A. Wimbish 
Attorney for Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. 
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CERTIFICATE OF NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION 

I hereby certify that a "Notice of Intent to Discontinue Rail Service" was published in the 
form prescribed by the Surface Transportation Board for a petition for exemption ( 49 C.F .R. § 
1105.12) on November 21, 2019 in the Rockdale Reporter, a newspaper of general circulation in 
Milam County, Texas, where the subject rail line is located. 

November 21, 2019 

Robert A. Wimbish 
Attorney for Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. 
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BEFORE THE 
SURF ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DOCKET NO. AB-1291X 
ALCOA ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN MILAM COUNTY, TEXAS 

ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPORT 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AESI") submits this combined Environmental and 

Historic Report (the "Report") in compliance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 

1105.8. Supporting correspondence and certifications are appended. As explained herein, the 

proposed abandonment would not significantly impact the quality of the human environment or 

affect the conservation of energy resources. 1 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) 

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives. AESI intends to file a petition for 

exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 

of railroad from milepost 0.0 at Marjorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas (the "Line"). 

The Line has been inactive since February of 2018. AESI acquired the Line from the Rockdale 

Southern & Sandow Railroad Company ("RSSR") in late 2018.2 AESI now desires to end 

common carrier service on the Line and remove it from the scope of the Board's regulatory 

1 See generally 49 C.F.R. § 1105.5(a) (2017) (incorporating "significant'' standard of 40 C.F.R. § 
1508.27). 

2 Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. - Acquisition Exemption - Rockdale Southern & Sandow Railroad 
Company, Docket No. FD 36257 (STB served Dec. 12, 2018). 
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oversight, but it also intends to preserve the track assets into the foreseeable future for the 

possible restoration of service as private track, unencumbered by Board regulation. The 

abandonment petition for exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart G. 

No alternatives to the proposed abandonment appear reasonable, since the Line 

has been inactive for roughly 19 months, and there is no foreseeable prospect that a need for rail 

service would re-emerge. The only alternative is retention of the subject railroad property as a 

federally-regulated, but dormant, railroad line, wherein AESI is required unnecessarily to 

provide common carrier service. 

Map showing the Line is attached hereto as Appendix A. 

2. Transportation System. AESI does not anticipate that existing regional or 

local transportation systems or patterns will be significantly affected by the proposed 

abandonment, but has requested input from Milam County and the Central Texas Council of 

Governments ("CTCOG"). Appendix B, Milam County correspondence; Appendix C, CTCOG 

correspondence. Milam County has not responded; CTCOG has indicated that it does not 

anticipate any impact on transportation systems or patterns. 3 Appendix C-1. Since the Line is 

inactive, abandonment would not result in the diversion of traffic to other modes. AESI also has 

contacted the Texas Department of Transportation Rail Division ("TxDOT"). Appendix D. 

TxDOT has requested that all public grade crossings be restored upon cessation of rail 

operations. Appendix D-1. However, because AESI intends to preserve the subject trackage as 

3 The CTCOG correspondence was received after the circulation of the Environmental Report for 
interested agency review. 
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an unregulated asset, TxDOT' s condition would appear inapplicable absent salvage. Also, there 

do not appear to be any public grade crossings along the Line. Appendix A. 

3. Land Use. 

(i) AESI does not believe that the proposed abandonment would be 

inconsistent with regional and/or local land use plans, but it awaits comment from CTCOG on 

the issue. The National Geodetic Survey ("NOAA") has been contacted, also, but has not 

responded. Appendix E. 

(ii) The Natural Resource Conservation Service ("NRCS") has been 

contacted. Appendix F. AESI has received no comments from NRCS to date. 

(iii) The Texas General Land Office has confirmed that the Line is not 

within a designated Coastal Management Area. Accordingly, the proposed abandonment will not 

affect any land or water uses in such an area or result in any coastal impacts. Appendix G. AESI 

also solicited comments from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 and Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality ("TCEQ") to determine whether the proposed 

abandonment would have any bearing upon applicable federal, state and local water quality 

standards. Appendices H and I. TCEQ has advised that it does not anticipate any inconsistency 

with applicable federal, state, and local water quality standards. Appendix I-1. 

(iv) No alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 for the Line 

would be suitable at this juncture, because AESI intends for the foreseeable future to retain the 

trackage that comprises the line, albeit as private track. 

4. Energy. 

(i) The proposed abandonment will not have any effect on the 

transportation of energy resources. 
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(ii) The movement and/or recovery of recyclable commodities will not 

be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. 

(iii) The abandonment will not result m an increase or decrease in 

overall energy efficiency. No rail freight traffic currently moves to or from points on the Line, 

and, thus, there will be no changes in existing transportation patterns or energy usage as a result 

of the proposed abandonment. 

(iv) Not applicable. The abandonment of the Line will not cause the 

diversion of more than 1,000 rail carloads per year or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per 

year to motor carriers. 

5. Air. 

(i) Not applicable. The Line is inactive. The abandonment will not 

result in (A) a minimum increase in rail traffic of 100% or eight trains per day on any segment of 

rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100%; or (C) an average increase in truck 

traffic of more than 10% of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles per day on any road segment. 

(ii) Not applicable. TCEQ has advised that Milam County is an 

attainment/unclassified area for National Ambient Air Quality Standards. Appendix I-1. 

Abandonment of the Line will not result in traffic increases exceeding the thresholds at 49 C.F.R. 

§ 1105.7(e)(5)(ii)(A), (B) or (C). 

(iii) Not applicable. AESI has contacted and requested comments from 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 and TCEQ. Appendices H and I. TCEQ 

indicated in did not anticipate any impact on air quality. Appendix I-1. 

6. Noise. Not applicable. As indicated above, none of the thresholds 

identified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i) will be exceeded as a result of the abandonment. 
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7. Safety. 

(i) The proposed action will have no adverse effect upon public health 

or safety. The approximate 6-mile line has only private and utility crossings. 

(ii) Not applicable. The proposed abandonment will have no effect on 

the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there 

have been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way of the Line. 

8. Biological Resources. 

(i) No critical habitat will be destroyed, altered or affected as a result 

of the proposed abandonment, and AESI does not believe that any endangered or threatened 

species are present in the area or would be adversely affected. AESI has requested comments 

from the TCEQ and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Appendices I and J, respectively. 

(ii) Similarly, AESI has no reason to believe that any wildlife 

sanctuaries or refuges will be affected, based on its review of Appendix A and absent any further 

comment from conservation agencies. Appendix J. AESI has also contacted and requested 

comments from the National Park Service, as set forth in Appendix K. No response has been 

received to date. 

9. Water. 

(i) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 has been 

contacted. Appendix H. TCEQ has also been contacted. Appendix I. The TCEQ Office of Water 

does not anticipate significant long-term impacts, and absent AESI plans to salvage the Line, no 

removal effects are anticipated. Appendix I-1. The Texas General Land Office Coastal Division 

has also been contacted but has not responded. Appendix G. 
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(ii) The Army Corps of Engineers (the "Corps") has been contacted to 

determine if the proposed abandonment requires permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water 

Act, though no salvage is currently contemplated. Appendix L. The Corps has not responded. In 

addition, AESI is unaware of the proposed abandonment affecting any 100-year floodplain. 

(iii) AESI does not anticipate the discharge of any pollutants in relation 

to its proposed abandonment. Additionally, no material will be disposed of into waterways as 

part of the abandonment absent plans to salvage the Line. Accordingly, AESI concludes that no 

permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act are required. 

* * * * * 

HISTORIC REPORT - 49 C.F.R. § 1105.S(d) 

1. Map. A map of the Line is attached hereto as Appendix A. 

2. Description of Line. AESI intends to file a petition for exemption with the 

STB to abandon approximately 6.0 miles of stub-ended railroad from milepost 0.0 at Marjorie, 

Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas (the "Line"). The Line traverses a generally rural area 

of consistent, moderate elevation between Marjorie, in the north, and the end of the Line 

Sandow, in the south. There is a single railroad maintenance facility on the north end of the Line 

near the current interchange point with Union Pacific Railroad Company at Marjorie, Texas, 

immediately south of U.S. 79. The maintenance facility was erected in approximately 1952. 

3. Photographs. An image of the maintenance facility is attached. Appendix 

M. 

6 24 



4. Information on Structures. Aside from the maintenance facility, no other 

structures exist on the Line. 

5. History of Operations. The subject railroad assets were, until fairly 

recently, owned by the Rockdale Sandow & Southern Railroad Company ("RSSR"), which, until 

2005, was a holding of Alcoa, Inc., 50 Fed. Reg. 27501-01, Aluminum Company of America­

Continuance in Control - Rea Magnet (ICC served Jul. 3, 1985). RailAmerica, Inc. 

("RailAmerica") acquired control of RSSR in 2005. RailAmerica Inc., et. al - Continuance in 

Control - Point Comfort and Northern Rwy. Co., Rockdale Sandow & Southern Railroad 

Company, The Massena Terminal Railroad Company, and Bauxite and Northern Railway 

Company, Docket No. FD 34758 (STB served Oct. 19, 2005). Fortress Investment Group LLC 

obtained control of RailAmerica assets in 2006, including RSSR, and, in turn, control of RSSR 

(and other railroads) was transferred to Genesee & Wyoming, Inc. ("G&W"). Fortress 

Investment Group LLC et. al. - Control Exemption - RailAmerica, Inc. et al. FD 34972 (STB 

served Dec. 22, 2006); Genesee & Wyoming, Inc. - Control-RailAmerica, Inc., et al. Docket 

No. FD 35654 (STB served Dec. 19, 2012). Most recently, AESI purchased the Line from RSSR. 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. - Acquisition Exemption - Rockdale, Sandow & Southern 

Railroad Company, Docket No. FD 36257 (STB served Dec. 14, 2018). 

6. Engineering Documents. AESI will provide copies of any engineering 

documents in its possession for the maintenance facility if so requested. 

7. Historic Criteria. AESI has contacted and given notice of the proposed 

abandonment to the Texas Historical Commission ("THC"). In preparing to circulate this Report 

for consultation, counsel for AESI noted the above-referenced maintenance facility ( constructed 
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circa 1952). Prior correspondence to the State Historic Preservation Office ("SHPO") seeking 

input for this Report mistakenly indicated that there were "no structures" on the line. Appendix 

N. AESI will rectify this oversight by calling the facility to the attention of the SHPO as part of 

the circulation of the subject Report to consulting agencies. Absent further information from 

THC, AESI believes that no railroad structures meet the criteria for listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places. It also would not appear to be any archaeological resources or other 

unknown historic properties in the area. 

8. Ground Disturbances. Based on available information, AESI does not 

believe that there are archaeological resources in the area. Access to the Line is generally good. 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacke1· Drive 
Suite 800 
Chicago, llll.nols 60606,3208 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(312) 252-1516 
bs111lth@Oetc\1er,slppel.com 

Hon. Steve Young 
Milam County 
Milam County Courthouse 
1st Floor 
102 S. Fannin Ave. 
Cameron TX 76250 

APPENDIX B 

August 30, 2019 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. 1X) 

Phone: (312) 252, 1500 
Fox: (312) 252,2400 

www.fletcher,sippel.com 

Alcoa Ene1•gy Sc1'Viccs, Inc, - Abandonment Exemption - lu Milam 
County, Texas 

Dear Hon. Steve Young: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. (''AESr') plans to file a petition (the 11Petition'1) for 
exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB11) to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of raih-oad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railrnad Company 
at Marjorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Tex.as CUthe Linen). The Line is stub-ended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facili1y at Sandow. There are currently no active shippe1·s on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pursua11t to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpal't G. A map 
showing the location. of the Line is attached for your 1·eference. In acco1·dance with the STB's 
enviromnental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § L 105, AESI is advising you of the proposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the followjng (to the 
extent they are within your at-ea of expertise or authol'ity): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional or local transpot'tation systems and patterns. including alternative 

transportation modes; 
3. Enel'gy consumption and efficiency; 
4. Ah· emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of water and overall water quality under applicable federal, state or 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-yeal' old flood plains; 
7. Endangered or threatened species and critical habitats; 
8. Wildlffe sanctuaries or 1·efuges and national or state parks or forests; 
9. Prime agricultural laud, and soil and natmal resource conservation; 
10. Existing 01· potential safety hazards; 
11. Coastal Zoue Management Areas; and 
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12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act, 

Because of the limited nature of the pl'Oposed action, we foresee no adverse 
environmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate your 1·eview and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a writte111·esponse as soo11 as possible so that we may incll.lde it in 
the Environmental/Histol'io Report which will be prepared in connection with the Petition ht 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any wdtten comments should reference Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. lX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Histol'ic Report will be forwa1·ded to you at least 
twenty days before AESJ>s petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Tha11k 
you for your assistance. 

~ Brndon J. Smith 
Attomey for Alcoa 

Enclosure 

29. 
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APPENDIX C 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacker Drive 
Suite 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60606,.3208 

Phone: (312) 252, 1500 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 

www.fletcher,slppel.com 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(312) 252-1516 
bsmltl1@flctchcr,slppel.com 

August 30, 2019 

Central Texas Council of Governments 
POBox729 
Belton, Texas 76513 

Re: Docket AB"1291 (Sub,"No. 1X) 

Dear Sil'/Madam: 

Alcoa Enet·gy Services, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AESI") plans to file a petition (the "Petition") for 
exemption with the Surface Transportation Boat·d ("STBn) to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of railroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Mmjorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line,1). The Line is stub-ended track 
leading to the Alcoa Co1·poration facility at Sandow. There are cm·1·ently no active shippers 011 

the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for your reference. In accordance with the STB,s 
environmental l'egulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the proposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they are within your a1·ea of expel1isc or authodty): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional 01· Jocal transportation systems and patterns, including alternative 

transportation modes; 
3. Energy consumJ>tion and efficiency; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5, Bodies of water and ove1·all water quality under ap11Iicable feder·al, state or 

local standa1·ds; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-year old flood plains; 
7. Endangered or threatened species and critical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuaries 01· refuges and national or state parks or forests; 
9. P1'in1e agl'icultural land, and soil and natural resource conservation; 
I 0. Existing or potential safety hazat·ds; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Areas; and 
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
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Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
envil'onmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review a11d any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a w1'itte111·espo11se as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Envfronmental/Histodc Repm't which will be prepared in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any wdtten comments should reference Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub,wNo. IX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Report will be forwarded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional info1matio11 in the meantime, please tee! free to contact me at 3l2-2S2-l500. Thank 
you for your assistance. 

Enclosure 

Bradon J. Smith 
Attomey £01· Ale 
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APPENDIX C-1 

Uryan Nelson 
Division Director, CTCOG 

2180 N01ih Main Street, P.O Box 729 

Belton, TX 76513 

Brandon J. Smith 

Attorney 

Fletcher & Sippel LLC 

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800 

Chicago, IL 60606 

Re: Docket No. AB-129IX 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

After a review of the infom1ation received regarding docket no. AB-1291X, the Central Texas 
Council of Governments (CTCOG) does not anticipate that transportation systems or patterns 
will be significantly impacted by the proposed rail line abandonment. 

Thank you for the opp011unity to provide comments and please contact me at 254-770-23 73 if 
you have any further questions. 

cc: Steve Young, Milam County Judge 

P.O. BOX 729 • BELTON, TX 76513 • 254-770-2210 • FAX 254-770-2360 • WWW.CTCOG.ORG 
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APPENDIX D 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Z9 Nol'th Wacker Drive 
Suite 800 
Chicngo, llllnois 60606,3208 

Phone: (312) 252,1500 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 

www.fietcher,sippel.com 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(312) 252, 1516 
bstnlth@flctchcr,slppcl,com 

August 30, 2019 

Texas Department of Tra11spo1·tatiou 
Rail Division 
125 E. 11th St. 
Austin, TX 78701-2483 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub,-No.1X) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Alcoa Energy Se••vices, Inc, - Abandonment Exem1,tion - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Ene1·gy Services, Inc. ("AESI'') plans to file a petition (the "Petition") for 
exemption with the Surface Trnnsportation Board ("STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of raihoad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection wlth the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Ma1jode, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line11). The Line is stub-ended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corpo1•ation facility at Sandow. The1·e are currently no active shippers on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pmsuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpal't G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for yot1l' reference. ln accordance with the STB's 
environmental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the proposed aba11do111ne11t 
so that you may assist \IS in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
ex.tent they are within your area of expertise or authority): 

l. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional or local transportation systems and patterns, including alternative 

tt·ansportation modes; 
3. Energy consumption and efficiency; 
4. Ail' emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of water and overall wate1· quality under applicable federal, state or 

local sta11da1·cls; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-yenr old flood plains; 
7. Endangered or threatened species and critical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctual'les 01· 1·efuges and national 01· state parks ot· forests; 
9. Prime agricultural land, and soil and natural resource conservation; 
10. Existing or potential safety Jmzat·ds; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Areas; and 
12. The need for permits imder Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
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Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
environmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate youl' review and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a written response us soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Environmental/Historic Report which will be j)l'epa1·ed in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB~ 
1291 (Sub.~No. IX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Ilnvh'onme11tal/Histo1fo Report will be forwarded to you at least 
twenty days before AESl's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 3 l 2-252-1500. Thattlc 
you for your assistance. 

Enclosure 

M· 
Bradon J, Smith 
Attorney for Ale 
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I Texas Department of Transportation 

125 EAST 11TH STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 I 612.463.8588 I WWW.TXDOT.GOV 

September 13, 2019 

Brandon J. Smith 
Fletcher & Sippel, LLC 
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, llllnols 60606-3208 

RE: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. 1X) 
Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption - In MIiam County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has reviewed your August 30, 2019 letter regarding 
the proposed abandonment of 6 miles of railroad llne In MIiam County. TxDOT understands that 
there are no active shippers on the line. If the abandonment Is approved, TxDOT requests all public 
at grade crossings on the llne be removed and the road service restored within one year of 
abandonment. 

If you have additional questions or would like to llke to further discuss this matter, please contact me 
at (512) 416-2056 or Peter.Espy@txdot.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Espy 
Rall Division Director 

co: Marc D. WIiiiams, P.E., Deputy Executive Director, TxDOT 
Misty Barham, Associate General Counsel, TxDOT 

OUR VALUES: People • Accountab/1/ly • Trust • Honesty 
OUR MISSION: Through co/laboratlon and leadership, we deliver a safe, rel/able, and Integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Oppo,tunil)' Employer 



APPENDIX E 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacke1· Dl'ive 
Sulte 800 
Chicago1 Illinois 60606-3208 

BRADON J, SM.lTH 
(312) 252-1516 
bsmlth@fletchcr-slppel.con1 

A11gust 30, 2019 

Natlonal Geodetic Survey I11fo1·matio11 Services 
Office of Ocean a11d Coastal Resource Management 
NOAA Ocean Service 
1305 East-West Highway 
Silvel' Springs, Maryland 20910 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. lX) 

Phone: (312) 252~1500 
Fax: (312) 252,2400 

www.fletcher,slppel.com. 

Alcoa Energy Sel'Vices, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Dea1· Sir/Madam: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AESI'~) plans to file a petition (the "Petition") for 
exemption with the Smface Trat1sportatio11 Board ("STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of rnilroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railrnad Company 
at Ma1jorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow; Texas (Hthe Lineu). The Line is stub-e11ded track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow. There are currently no active shippel's on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pm·suant to 49 C.F.R. Pat·t 1152, Subpart G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for your refel'ence. In accordance with the STB,s 
environmental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the proposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they a1·e within your ai·ea of expe1tise or authol'ity): 

1. Regional a11d/or local use plans; 
2, Regional 01· local transpo1'tation systems and patterns, including alternative 

tmnsportation modes; 
3. Energy consumption and efficiency; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5, Bodies of watel' and overall water quality under applicable fedel'al, state 01· 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and lOO~yem· old flood plains; 
7, Endangered 01· threatened species and cl'itical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges and national or state pai•ks 01· forests; 
9. Prime agricultural land, and soil and natural resource conservation; 
10. Existing or potential safety hazards; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Areas; and I 
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12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
environmetttal effects. Nevertheless, we woltld appl'eciate your 1·eview and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Envfronmental/Histol'ic Report which will be prepared in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any written comments should refe1·e11ce Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. lX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Report will be fo1warded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantimet please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Thank 
you for you1· assistance. 

Brndon J. Smith 
Attorney for Al Energy Services, Inc. 

Enclosi1re 



APPENDIX F 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LA\Y/ 
29 North Wacker Ddvc 
Suite 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60606,3208 

Phone: (312) 252,1500 
Fax: (312) 252,2400 

\\'WW,fietcher.-sippel.com 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(312) 252,1516 
bsmlth@Oetcher,sippcl.com 

August 30, 2019 

United States Soil Conservation Service 
101 South Main Street 
Temple, TX 76501 

Re: Docket ABM1291 (Sub.MNo. lX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. - Abandonment Exem1,tion - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AESP') plans to file a petition (the "Petition'') for 
exemption with the Surface Tl'ansportation Board e'STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of railroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Maijorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Lim,n). The Line is stubMended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow. There are cm·rently no active shippers on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed plll'suant to 49 C.F.R. Pal't 1152, Subpart G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached fo1· your reference. In accordance with the STB>s 
envil'onmental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the proposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they are within your area of expertise or authority): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional or local transportation systems and patterns, including alternative 

transportation modes; 
3. Energy const1mption and efficiency; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of water and overall water quality under applicable federnl, state or 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-yeat· old flood plait1s; 
7. Endangered 01· threatened species and cl'itical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuaries 01· refuges and national 01· state parks or forests; 
9. Pl'ime agl'icultural land, and soil and natural resource conse1·vatio11; 
10. Existing or potential safety hazat·ds; 
11. Coastal Zone Management At'eas; and 
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 



FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

Because of the limited natllt'e of the proposed action, we fol'esee no adve1·se 
envi1'011111e11tal effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Envfronmental/Historic Repol't which wlll be prepared in connection with the Petltion in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any wl'itten comments should reference Docket No. AB .. 
1291 (Sub,wNo. lX) and be sent to the undel'signed. 

A copy of the Environmental/I-listol'ic Report will be forwarded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312"252 .. 1500. Thank 
you for your assistance. 

EnclosUl'e 

VM 
Brndon J, Smith 
Attomey for Alco 
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APPENDIX G 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNllYS AT LA\'(/ 

29 North Wacker Drive 
Suite 800 
Chlcago1 IIH11ols 60606.-.3208 

Phone: (312) 252.-1500 
Fax: (3 ll) 252,2400 

www.fletche1·,sippel.com 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(312) 252,1516 
bsmlth@lletcher,sippel.com 

August 30, 2019 

Texas Ge11eral Land Office 
Coastal Management Progl'am 
PO Box 12873 
Austin, TX 78711-2873 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sttb,-No.1X) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Alcoa Energy Se1•vices, Inc. - Abandonment Itxemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AESI") plans to file a petition (the 11Petition11) for 
exemption with the Surface Transpo1'tation Board ("STB,,) to abandon approximately 6,0 miles 
ofrailroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Unio11 Pacific Raill'oad Company 
al Marjo1-ie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line"). The Line is stub~ended tl'ack 
leading to the Alcoa Co1·po1'atio11 facility at Sandow. Thel'e are currently 110 active shippel's on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpa1t G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for your reference. ln accordance with the STB>s 
environmental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the proposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they are within your al'ea of expertise or authority): 

1. Regional and/01· local use plans; 
2. Regional or local transportation systems and patterns, including alternative 

transportation modes; 
3. B11e1·gy consumption and efficie11cy; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of water and overall water quality under applicable federnl, state 01· 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-yeru· old flood plains; 
7. Endangered or tlll'eatened species and cl'itical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctual'ies or refuges and national 01· state padcs or forests; 
9. Pl'ime agricultural land, and soil and natural resource conservation; 
10. Existing or pote11tial safety hazards; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Al'eas; and 
12. The need fol' permits under Sections 402 01· 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
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Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
envkonmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appl'eciate your review and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Environmental/Historic Repo1t which will be prepal·ed in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. IX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Report will be forwa1·ded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is flied at the STB. If you have any questions 01· need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Thank 
you for your assistance. 

Encloslll'e 

i;z 
Bradon J. Smith 
Attomey for Ale 
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APPENDIX H 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacker Drive 
Suite 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60606,3208 

Phone: (312) 252 .. 1500 
Fax: (312) 252 .. 2400 

www.fletcher .. sippel.com 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(312) 252,1516 
bsmlth@lletcher,slppcl.com 

August 30, 2019 

Regional Administrator 
BP A Region 6 Main Office 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. lX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Alcon Enc1·gy Sel'vices, Inc. -Abnnclonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. (11AESI") plans to file a petition (the "Petition") for 
exemption with the Surface Tl'anspoltation Board ("STB,,) to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of l'ailroad from milepost 0,0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Ma1jo1'ie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line"). The Line is stub~ended tt·ack 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow. There are currently no active shippers on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pu1·st1ant to 49 C.F.R. Patt 1152, Subpa1t 0. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for yo\11' reference. In accordance with the STB's 
envh'omnental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the prnposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying a11y potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they are within yom· area of expertise or authority): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional 01· local trn11sportation systems and patterns, including altemative 

tl'ansportation modes; 
3. Energy consumption and efficiency; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5, Bodies of water and overall watel' quality under applicable federal, state or 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-year old flood plains; 
7, Endangered 01· tlweatened species and critical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuaries 01· refuges and natio11al or state parks or forests; 
9. Prime agricultural land, and soil and natural resomce conservation; 
10. Existing or potential safety hazards; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Areas; a11d 
L2. The need for permits under Sections 402 01· 404 of the Clean Wate1· Act. 



FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

Because of the limited natlll'e of the proposed action, we foresee no advel'se 
environmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and m1y comments you 
may wish to offer. We 1·equest a written response as soon as possible so that we may include It in 
the Envirnnmental/Historic Report which wHl be pl'epared in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB" 
1291 (Sub.-No, lX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Histol'ic Report will be forwal'ded to you at least 
twenty days befo1·c ABSPs petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312"252· 1500. Thank 
you fo1· your assistance. 

Enclosut·c 

Bradon J. Smith 
Attorney for Alcoa 
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APPENDIX I 

August 30, 2019 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
At1n: Executive Director 
MC 109 
CEQ 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. 1X) 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Fnx: (312) 252-2400 

www.f1etche1·,slppel.com 

Alcoa Energy Sel'Vices, Inc. - Abandonment ExemJ>fion - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Dear Executive Dh·ector: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AES!") plans to file a petition (the "Petition") for 
exemption with the Surface Transpm'tation Boat·d ("STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of rnifroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Ma1jo1'ie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line''). The Line is stub-ended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporntion facility at Sandow. There ai·e cm·1·ent]y no active shippel's on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pmsmmt to 49 C.F.R. Pa1't 1152, Subpart G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached fol' your reference. In accordance with the STB's 
envfromnental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AES! is advising you of the proposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in identifying any pote11tial effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they a1·e within your ai·ea of expertise or authority): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional 01· local transpmtation systems and pattems, including alternative 

trn11sportatio11 modes; 
3. Energy consumption and efficiency; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of water and overall watel' quality under applicable federal, state 01· 

local standm·ds; 
6. Designated wetlands and 100-yeal' old flood plains; 
7, Endangered or threatened species and critical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges and national 01· state parks or fol'ests; 
9. Prime agl'iculturn] land, and soil and natu1·al 1·esource conservation; 
10. Existing or potential safety hazards; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Areas; and 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
environmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Envimnmental/Historic Repol't which will be prepared in connection with the Petition it1 
acco1·dance wlth 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any wl'itten comments should 1·eference Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. IX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Report will be forwm·ded to you at least 
twenty days before AESPs petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime. please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Thank 
you for your assistance. 

Enclosure 

viZn 
Bradon J, Smith 
Attomey fo1· Alcoa 
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Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Llndlcy, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

APPENDIX 1-1 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Brandon J. Smith 
Attorney 
Fletcher and Sippel LLC 
29 N Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 

Via: E-mail 

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Poll11tlon 

September 16, 2019 

Re: TCEQ NEPA Request #2019-236. Railroad abandonment e,xemption. Milam County. 

Dear Mr. Smith 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Q~1ality (TCEQ) has reviewed the above-referenced 
project and offers the following comments: 

In accordance with the General Conformity regulations in 40 CFR Part 93, this proposed action 
was reviewed for air quality in1pact. The proposed action is located in Milam County, which is 
currently designated as attainment/unclassified for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
for all six criteria ail' pollutants. General conformity requirements do not apply. 

The Office of Water does not anticipate significant long term environmental impacts from this 
project as long as construction and waste disposal activities associated with it are completed in 
accordance with applicable local, state, and federal environmental permits, statutes, and 
regulations. We recommend that the applicant take necessary steps to ensure that best 
management practices are used to control runoff from construction sites to prevent 
detrimental impact to surface and ground water. 

Any debris or waste disposal should be at an appropriately authorized disposal facility. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. If you have any questions, please contact 
the agency NEPA coordinator at (512) 239-3500 or NEPA@tceq.texas.gov 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Vise, 
Division Director 
External Relations 
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APPENDIX J 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 Notth Wacker Dl'ive 
Sulte 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-3208 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 

www.fletchet·-sippel.com 

BRADON J, SMITH 
(.J 12) 252, 1516 
bs1nlth@flctcher,sl1)pel.com 

August 30, 2019 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Southwest Region 
P.O. Box 1306 
Albuquel'que, NM 87103-1306 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. lX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. -Abandonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ('~AESr1) plans to file a petition (the "Petition") for 
exemption with the Sm'face Tt·ansportation Board ("STB,,) to aba11don appl'Oximately 6.0 miles 
of 1·allrnad from milepost 0.0 at a point of co1mectlo11 wlth the Union Pacific Rail1'oad Co1npa11y 
at Ma1jol'ie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line,,). The Line is stubHended tl'ack 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow. There are currently no active shippe1·s on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpal't G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for yout· reference, In accordance with the STB,s 
e11vil'o11mental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the 1,roposed abandonment 
so that you may assist us in idei1tifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they am within your mea of expertise or authority): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regio11al or local transportation systems and patterns, including alternative 

transportation modes; 
3. Energy consumption and efficiency; 
4. Air emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of wate1· and overall water quality under applicable federal, state or 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and l 00-year old flood plains; 
7. Endangered or threatened species and critical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges and national or state parks or forests; 
9. Pl'ime agricultural land, and soil and natural t·esource conservation; 
10. Existing or potential safety hazards; 
11. Coastal Zone Management Areas; and 
12. The need fOl' petmits u11de1· Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 



FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
environmental effects. Nevertheless, we would appreciate youl' review and any comments you 
may wish to offe1·. We request a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Environmental/Historic Report which will be prepared in connection with the Petition in 
acco1·da11ce with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.?. Any written comments should 1·efe1·e11ce Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. lX) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A coJ)Y of the Environmental/Historic Report will be forwarded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions 01· need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Thank 
you for your assistance. 

Very truly yours, 

i~ 
Attomey for Alcoa 

Enclosme 
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APPENDIX K 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 Nol'th Wacker Drive 
Sulte 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60606,3208 

BRADON JI SMI'l'H 
(312) 252,(516 
bsmlth@llctchcr,slppel ,com 

August 30, 2019 

Phone: (312) 252, 1500 
Fax: (312) 252,2400 

www.fletcher-slppcl,com 

Kate Hammond, Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
12795 Alameda Parkway 
Denver, CO 80225 

Re: Docl(et AB-1291 (Sub.-No. 1X) 

Dem· Ms. Hammond: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Jue, - Abandonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. ("AES!'') plans to file a petition (the «Petition'') for 
exemption with the Surface Transportation Board (°STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of railroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Ma1jorie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line"). The Line is stub-ended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow. There are currently no active shippers on 
the Line. 

The Petition will be filed pursua11t lo 49 C.F.R. Pal't 1152, Subpal't G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for yot1r 1·eference. In accordance with the STB's 
environmental regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 1105, AESI is advising you of the }Jl'oposed abando1u11ent 
so that you tnay assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they are within your m·ea of expet·tise 01· autl1ority): 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 

Regional and/01• local use plans; 
Regional or local trnnsportation systems and pattems, including altemative 
transportation modes; 
E11ergy consumption and efficiency; 
Ail' emissions and noise levels; 
Bodies of water and overall water quality under applicable federal, state 01· 

local standards; 
Designated wetlands and 100-year old flood plains; 
Endangered or threatened species and critical habitats; 
Wildlife sanctuaries 01· refhges and national or state parks or forests; 
Prime ag1fot1lturnl land, and soil and natmal resotll'ce cousel'vation; 
Existing or potential safety hazards; 
Coastal Zone Management Areas; a11d 



FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

12. The need fo1· pennits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because of the Jimited nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse 
environmental effects. Nevertheless, we woi1ld app1·eciate your review and any comments you 
may wish to offer. We request a written !'espouse as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Bnvfronmental/Historic Report which will be prepat·ed in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any wl'itten comments should reference Docket No, AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. lX) and be sent to the lmdel'signed. 

A copy of the Envil'onmental/Histot'ic Report will be fo1wa1·ded to you at least 
twenty days before ABSPs petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Thank 
you for your assistance. 

M 
Bradon J. Smith 
Attomey fo1· Alcoa 

Enclosure 

i 
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APPENDIX L 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 Nmth Wacker Dl'lve 
Suite 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-3208 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Fax; (312) 252-2400 

www.fletche1·-sippel.com 

BRAPON J, SMITH 
(312) 252-1516 
bsmith@fietcher,sippel.com 

August 30, 2019 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
Southwestem Division 
1100 Commerce Street, Suite 831 
Dallas, TX 75242ftl317 

Re: Docket AB~1291 (Sub ... No. lX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Alcon Energy Sel'viccs, Inc. -Abandonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Alcoa Energy Services. Inc. ("AESr') plans to file a petition (the "Petition°) for 
ex.emption with the Surface Tl'anspo1·tation Boa1·cl ("STB") to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of railroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
at Mmjorle, Texas1 to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line,,), The Line is stubftended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow. There are currently no active shippel's 011 

the Lin.e. 

The Petition wiJl be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpat1 0. A map 
showing the locatlon of the Line is attached for your reference. In accordance with the STB>s 
environmental regulations. 49 C.F .R. § 11051 ABSI is advising you of the proposed abandonment 

· so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects it may have on the following (to the 
extent they are within your area of expertise or authority): 

1. Regional and/or local use plans; 
2. Regional m· local trnnspol'tation systems and patterns, inchldi11g altemative 

transportation modes; 
3. Energy consumption and efficiency; 
4, Air emissions and noise levels; 
5. Bodies of wate1· and overalJ water quality under applicable federal, state 01· 

local standards; 
6. Designated wetlands and l 00-yeal' old flood plains; 
7. Endangel'cd 01· threatened species and cl'itical habitats; 
8. Wildlife sanctuades or refoges and national or state parks or forests; 
9. Prime agl'icultural la11d1 and soil and natural resource conservation; 
l O. Existing 01· potential safety haza1·ds; 
11. Coasta1 Zone Management Areas; and 
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 01· 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

Because of the limited nature of the proposed action, we foresee 110 adverse 
environmental effects. Nevel'theless, we would appreciate your review and any co11une11ts you 
may wish to offer. We request a wrHten response as soon as possible so that we may include it in 
the Enviro11mental/Historic Re1,ort which will be prepared in connection with the Petition in 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-
1291 (Sub.-No. IX) a11d be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Report will be fotwarded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions or need 
additional information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 312-252-1500. Thank 
yo\1 for your assistance. 

B~ 
Bmdon J. Smith 
Attorney for Alcoa 

Enclosut·e 
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. . FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacker D11ve 
Suite 800 ' 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-3208 

BRADON J, SMI'fH 
(312) 252,1516 
bsmlth@Octchcr•slp11cl.com 

Justin Kockl'itz 
Lead Pl'oject Reviewe1· 
Texas Histol'ical r.ommission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

APPENDIX N 

fol rn @ rn u-w-~ 
lli\ SEP fl 9 2flln ~ 
Texas Historical Commission 1.---------··---

August 30, 2019 

Re: Docket AB-1291 (Sub.-No. lX) 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Fax: {312) 252-2400 

www.f1ctcl,c1··slppel.com 

Alcoa Enel'gy Scl'vices, Inc. -Abandonment Exemption - In Milam 
County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Kockt-itz: 

Alcoa Energy Services, Inc. (11AESr1) plans to file a petition(the 11Petitio1111) for 
exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB,,) to abandon approximately 6.0 miles 
of railroad from milepost 0.0 at a point of connection with the Union Pacific Railrnad Company 
at Maijol'ie, Texas, to milepost 6.0 at Sandow, Texas ("the Line,,). The Line is stub-ended track 
leading to the Alcoa Corporation facility at Sandow; there is cuneutly no other shipper on the 
Line. 

The Petition will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart G. A map 
showing the location of the Line is attached for your reference. There appear to be no structures 
011 the Lh1e. Moreover, AESI intends to leave tl1e track in place if authorized to abandon the 
Line, due to the prospect of the line being converted to non-common carder mil se1·vice. 
Notwithstanding the lack of apparent impact on any histol'ical reso\ll'ce, we would appreciate 
your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We request a written response as soon as 
possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic Report that will be prepared in 
connection with the Petition in accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7. Any written comments 
should reference Docket No. AB-1291 (Sub.-No. 1 X) and be sent to the undersigned. 

A copy of the Environmental/Historic Repm·t will be fo1wm·ded to you at least 
twenty days before AESI's petition is filed at the STB. If you have any questions 01· need 
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