September 11, 2008

Train Traffic Preparedness; Current CN Communities vs. Proposed EJ&E Communities

· There should be a more Equitable Rebalancing of traffic between current CN routes and the proposed EJ&E.  Why should those communities with current CN traffic, have their train volume reduced from 8-20 trains to 2-0 trains, forcing almost all of the traffic onto the EJ&E (increasing traffic as much as 6 times current levels) if the purchase is approved?

· The city of Chicago, close in suburbs and the railroads passing through these areas have had more than a century to install separated grade crossings, construct strategically located emergency service stations and hospitals and design primary and secondary emergency coverage.

· These entities have also had the same time to develop community vehicle traffic patterns through the use of express ways and limited access highways which have been structured with separated grade crossings.  All of this has minimized the impact of steadily increasing railroad freight traffic.

· The communities along the EJ&E have been dealing with ever increasing road traffic through the area as development has continued past our communities to the Northwest, West and Southwest.  The state and counties have been unable to fund the required road expansion needed to deal with this congestion, which will only be exacerbated if CN increase in freight traffic crossing these roads at grade.

· As the communities along the EJ&E right of way have grown and evolved, the rail freight traffic has been predictably low.  Long term planners have had no reason to consider a 600% increase in rail traffic, so these communities are not prepared, and can’t get prepared in a period of time as short as 3 to 7 years.

· There are two aspects of preparing for such a situation.  One is those which a community traditionally pays for as they grow and evolve through fees and taxes.  The other is those mitigation responsibilities that fall to commercial entities such as corporations, in this case the railroad.

· The communities have already invested in their current emergency facilities (Public Safety services and locations, mainly Police, Fire Protection and Hospitals), equipment and personnel to meet the needs of their communities.  Unless CN fully funds any required refacilitization, additional equipment or personnel required to mitigate the increase in rail traffic by CN, the proposal to allow CN to purchase EJ&E should be denied.   

· Specifically for the Hawthorn Woods area, unless CN guarantees that separated grade crossings for Old McHenry and Gilmer Roads will fully funded and installed by CN prior to any increase in rail traffic, the proposal to allow CN to purchase EJ&E should be denied.       
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