Re: Finance Docket No. 35087

I recently completed a research paper titled “The Impact of Freight Congestion on the Chicago Area Commute” and concluded that freight congestion is a major contributor to congestion in our region costing about $11 billion per year, according to the U. S. DOT. The Texas Transportation Institute ranks Chicago as the number 2 congested region in the U. S. when measured in commuting travel time.  I am attaching an editorial I prepared on this issue that was published in the January 14 Issue of Crain’s Chicago Business.  The major conclusion from my research is for the region to fully support the CREATE Program, the Chicago Regional Environmental and Transportation Efficiency Program.  The $1.5 billion project is underfunded which will mean more and longer delays for area commuters.  The Canadian National proposal to purchase the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railroad is a privately funded initiative to use the EJ&E as a freight bypass thus reducing overall congestion in the region.  I would hope that the STB weighs this as a major consideration in its decision-making process along with the views of individual communities that will see rail traffic increase.  Since the entire region benefits, some actions may be needed to mitigate negative affects experienced by some communities.  

An additional consideration is the Metra STAR Line proposal to develop the EJ&E corridor as a circumferential, suburb-to-suburb commuter line.  I participated on the consulting team that undertook the land use study and many of the communities along the corridor have begun a planning process to develop residential and commercial zoning to facilitate the project.  I would hope the CN purchase would not preclude the implementation of commuter service in the future, if indeed the project receives approval and funding.  

Please contact me at the Urban Transportation Center or at joedi@uic.edu if you wish any further information regarding my research.  
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