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Mayer Brown LLP
1999 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006-1101

Main Tel +1 202 263 3000
Main Fax +1 202 263 3300
September 24, 2018 " vatxw;mayerbrown.gmn

Robert M, Jenkins, Il
Direct Tel +1 202 263 3261

.. Direct Fax +1 202 263 5261
Victoria Rutson mjenkins@mayerbrown com

Director, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re:  Consolidated Rail Corporation—Abandonment
Exemption—In Hudson County, NJ, STB Docket
No. AB 167 (1189X)

Dear Ms. Rutson:

For several months, the City of Jersey City, the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Stem
Embankment Preservation Coalition, and the Rails to Trails Conservancy (the “City Parties”)
have been in negotiations with Conrail, the LLCs and J ersey City Embankment Associates LLC,
an affiliate of the Albanese Development Corporation, which is a reputable developer and the
contract vendee from the LLCs for a portion of the property known as the Embankment, about
settling the various disputes that have arisen in connection with the abandonment of the
Harsimus Branch in a way that will satisfy reasonable historic preservation objectives,
reasonable public interest and reasonable property development objectives. Those negotiations
have progressed to the point that the parties anticipate exchanging a draft omnibus settlement
agreement and a draft Section 106 MOA by October 15, followed by the exchange of comments
on those drafts and a meeting of the parties in Jersey City on November 16, with the purpose of
ironing out any remaining differences. We are optimistic that this process will not only settle the
parties’ disputes but also result in a Section 106 MOA that will be acceptable to the STB, the
New Jersey SHPQ, and the ACHP.

I have been authorized to file this letter on behalf of the negotiating parties.

Sincerely yours,

Robert M. Jenking III
Robert M, Jenkins III

Counsel for Consolidated Rail Corporation

Mayer Brown LLP operates in combination with other Mayer Brown entities {the *Mayer Brown Practices"), which have offices in North America,
Europe and Asia and are associated with Tauil & Chaguer Advogados, a Brazilian law partrership,
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CC:

Katherine Marcopul

Administrator and Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

Mail Code 501-04B

Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation

P.O. Box 420

Trenton, NJ 08625-0420

Peter J. Baker
Corporation Counsel
City of Jersey City
280 Grove Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Andrea Ferster

General Counsel

Rails to Trails Conservancy
2121 Ward Court NW, 5th Floor
Washington, DC 20037

Eugene T. Paolino

Genova Burns

30 Montgomery Street, 11th Floor
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Kevin J. Coakley
Connell Foley LLP

85 Livingston Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068

Joshua Wayland

Environmental Protection Specialist
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Charles H. Montange, Esq.
426 NW 162nd Street
Seattle, WA 98177

Maureen Crowley, Coordinator
Embankment Preservation Coalition
263 Fifth St

Jersey City, NJ 0730

Michele R. Donato, Esq.
106 Grand Central Avenue
P.O. Box 145

Lavallette, NJ 08735

Jonathan M. Broder

Vice President—General Counsel and
Corporate Secretary

Consolidated Rail Corporation

1717 Arch Street, Suite 1310

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Barbara A. Miller

Attorney

Office of the General Counsel
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423



