Peter Alle

25731 Eagle Drive

Mundelein, IL  60060

January 26, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

395 E. Street SW

Washington DC   20423

Attention:

Phillis Johnson  Ball, 

Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket #35087

Dear Ms. Johnson – Ball:

I would like to bring your attention to several areas of concern that should be addressed prior to granting approval to the CN Railroad to operate additional trains over the EJE tracks.  These concerns are summarized as follows:

The slow speed of operation due to the interchange at Leithton between CN and EJE trackage must be considered.  Due to the slow speeds required for operating through the Leithton interchange, lengthy blocking of at-grade crossings in the Mundelein, unincorporated Mundelein  and Hawthorn Woods communities will occur, resulting in adverse impact to life safety and property. 

Supporting this assertion, please consider the aerial photograph “Attachment A”, that illustrates the location of the interchange, and at-grade crossings in our area that will be negatively impacted.

Currently, our community relies on the Countrywide fire protection district to provide fire and paramedic service.  The fire station is located on Midlothian Road, and must cross the EJE tracks to access our community.   Currently, coal trains that are interchanging from the EJE tracks to the CN tracks and vice versa block the crossing at Rt. 60-83 for twenty minutes at a time.  Although I do not have a radar gun to establish the speed of the trains accurately,   this type of delay suggests that these trains are operating at significantly lower speeds than those operating at the “main line” speed of 40 to 45 MPH.  This estimate of speed is also supported by accident reports for this crossing on file with the Federal Railway Administration.
The proposed operation of trains that would increase by 20 per day will obstruct these crossings for an additional 20 minutes per train per day, or an additional 400 minutes or an additional 6 hours and 40 minutes per day.  This presents an extraordinary increase in risk to our community’s life safety, property safety and overall quality of life.

The response time of emergency services to our community will be severely compromised.  Alternate routes around the blocked crossing will add at least 15 minutes, perhaps longer to response times.   Currently, when trains block the crossing at 60/83, the entire street and highway network is gridlocked for a distance of up to a mile from the actual crossing.  Thus, even if a circuitous route were selected by our emergency responders, there is no guarantee  that they could get through with the gridlocked traffic.
CN does not have a history of respecting our local communities.  (See attachment “B”).  In recently well-publicized cases,  the village of Mundelein has fined CN Rail a number of lengthy obstructions of at-grade crossings.  Rather than being a good neighbor, CN has appealed these fines again and again to various courts.   The point here is that CN has a history of blocking at-grade crossings in the Mundelein area for extended periods of time, and clearly intends to continue doing so, but for even longer periods of time.

Proposed mitigation strategies that should be considered before allowing this merger of two railroads to proceed:

a) Create separated grade crossings at Diamond Lake Road, Rt. 60/83, Gilmer Road, Allanson Rd., Hawley Street and Rt. 176.

b) Improve the interchange at Leithton to allow high speed interchange between the CN and EJE railroads.

 It is apparent that the congestion of train operation, particularly in the area of the Leithton interchange will have a large adverse affect on surrounding communities.  I urge you to either reject the application of the CN, or to require it to be contingent upon implementing mitigating strategies.

Sincerely,

Peter Alle

