January 30, 2008

Dear Phillis Johnson-Ball:

Re: Environmental Filing, STB Finance Docket No. 35087

As an American citizen, mother, and homeowner in Hoffman Estates, I request that you thoughtfully consider the implications of quality of life, not only for Hoffman Estates, but for all of the citizens along the expansive route that is contained within Canadian National’s proposal to purchase the EJ&E tracks in Illinois.  
I am vehemently opposed to this proposal based on a number of key issues:

Environment: Increasing the number of freights beyond the current 4-6 per day puts environmental stress in a nature preserve and in residential areas. Increasing the traffic by 400-600% increases noise and air pollution, increases vibration stress to our residences, and has potential risk on the environment in terms of pollution and risk of hazardous materials.  Our homes were not built to withstand the vibration and to block the noise that these heavy and long freight trains will cause.  I fear damage to my property with the increased strain on the infrastructure of my home. Our neighborhood is a nature preserve community, promoting the protection of nature and the outdoor quality of life. With this increased traffic, this quality of life will be diminished if not destroyed. As it is, the increased trains that we have today are jarring my pictures on my walls; the increases that we see today are insignificant to what is planned. As I type this, a freight train has just gone by and I’m listening to the windows rattling and feeling the vibration in my feet on our floors.
Emergency Services:  Police and hospital services for our area of the village are all east of the tracks and the fire department is north of the tollway. These emergency vehicles must cross the tracks to get here, or drive a long way around to do so. The lengthy freight trains travelling this route over the increased numbers of trips daily can and would block this route causing delays in all of these services.  This would be particularly disastrous in a case where there are train issues that would certainly block our intersections with trains that are over a mile long, as was identified at the local community meetings while discussing the situation.
Local Traffic backup: With increased train traffic there will be numerous local traffic and school bus delays. This area consists heavily of commuting residents.  These delays will not only create residential and personal stress and strain, it will also result in increased air and noise pollution and gasoline consumption of local residents, waiting to advance across the tracks.  Based on local area demographic statistics (see end of this letter), 92% of the residents are commuters.  The village of Barrington would also have a significant impact on their downtown core and traffic as this rail line splits the town.  As the road going through Barrington is a core commuter road, connecting to State Road, 59, this will have tremendous impact on rush hour traffic. The disruption of traffic flow could have a serious impact on the economic health of the business district of Barrington.
Impact on Forest Preserve and Wildlife: These tracks run through a Cook County Forest preserve. These county forest preserves and a wildlife refuge are put in place to protect the wildlife and indigenous plant life. This increase of train traffic will cause more animals to be killed on the tracks, as the Forest Preserve is not protected by berm or fence. This forest preserve is also a picnic grounds in the summer. The increased risk of human injury is also prevalent with this type of traffic. Additionally, the noise and air pollution will impact the nature of this precious commodity. Residents frequently cross the tracks to take advantage of the beautiful resources available. There are bike trails and walking trails throughout this forest preserve connecting into a northern Illinois network of bike trails. This will cause the residents to be at risk with the increased amount of rail traffic.

Property Values:  Our home is our lifetime investment. Based on neighborhood demographics, the mortgage is the single largest expenditure. While we have seen our investment increase over time, however, I fear that this CN proposal will drive perspective buyers away from this area and cause home owners to leave the area. Additionally, given that we have three brand-new schools in the area (2 of which are in direct access to impacted area), attracting new and young families will be virtually impossible. How can the school maintain the numbers it needs, if no families live in the area?  We are significant property tax providers that support the local school system.  Without attracting residents, the tax base will also be impacted.  Our property taxes are upwards to more than $8,000 per annum. These home investments are not taken lightly. Based on the neighborhood demographics of the area, the median property value is $384,750. Homes in the immediate vicinity of the tracks of 60192 as well as in unincorporated Elgin range from 400,000-700,000 and more. One only need do research on real estate in the zip code to see some 78 homes in this area  alone that match that criteria.  Residents in this area have significantly higher incomes per family than that of the state.  The median income is $92,499 and the average income of $111,116 – 160% higher than the state average. The majority of the residents have professional careers and are highly educated.  We do not take our investments lightly. If we were to leave this area, the local economy would also take a significant hit in both taxes and spending.  As you look at the other communities impacted, including Barrington, Hoffman Estates, Elgin, Bartlett, and Naperville, you will find that there is a full diversity of income levels from modest to upper levels of income and home value. 

Risks of Hazardous Materials and Homeland Security – With increased freight traffic there is an increased risk of hazardous materials incidents. The increased readiness costs of first responder containment of hazardous materials due to accidents will divert local government money from planning, development, and other functions proper to local governments supporting local residents.  Additionally, with the tracks laid as they are in the roadways, a “downed” train might be impossible for emergency vehicles to reach impacted citizens.  The tracks are literally 80-90 feet from our front door. Other homes along the line are even closer. We are potentially a high-profile terrorist target, given the financial demographics of the population.  We are very close to large headquarters in the area plus a large entertainment arena also adds a level of risk of terrorism. The risk of having tons of lethal chemicals or other materials released either accidentally or purposely 80-90 feet from my family to me, as a mother, is a nightmare.  How carefully does CN monitor the security of its contents at the border crossings in a train as large as the ones that they are proposing?
I stress to you that we are being rational about the hazards that this plan can cause.  I wanted to provide you demographics (following) that describe just one small corridor of this expansive plan.  Consider the rest of the line and the demographics thereof.

Needless to say, as a mother, our family’s safety must come first. Our children are our future.  Based on the local demographics some 77% of households are family households. For a large foreign corporation to simply buy their way into destroying our family homes, quality of living and in the extreme – life – is just unthinkable.  This is a rapidly growing area (+11% since 2000 – 8% higher than the state average) and given its commutable distance from Chicago and the major economic core of the area – where the jobs are and where the people need to go – you must consider the needs of these residents. The area  has also the benefit of being rich in natural beauty – something we as taxpayers support financially and with our own personal choices in selection of home. We do not want to lose that. 
CN should work with CREATE, other rail companies, the Northern Illinois Planning Commission, the municipalities in this region, and any other planning groups to develop a long-term freight rail solution that will not adversely impact any highly residential area in northern Illinois, such as our own, and ensure the freight rail problem afflicting Chicago is not transferred to our front yards.  I am definitely not anti-train – it is a great way of transporting goods, but, this is not what we invested in when we purchased our home. 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my letter.
Sincerely,

Lynn M. Puhr
1480 Pheasant Trail Ct

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192

Neighborhood Statistics for western Hoffman Estates, 60192 in the direct impact zone of the CN Rail expansion plans.

Population

	
	60192
	Illinois

	Population
	1,999
	12,850,443

	Population Density (people/mile)
	471
	229

	Population Growth (since 2000)
	11%
	3%

	Male
	986
	6,318,722

	Female
	1,013
	6,531,721

	Median Age
	34.34
	34.82


Age Distribution
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Household

	
	60192
	Illinois

	Number of Households
	676
	4,691,797

	Average Household Size
	2.96
	2.67

	Household: With Children
	284
	1,631,832

	Household: With no Children
	392
	3,059,965

	Household: Family
	520
	3,091,555

	Household: Non-Family
	156
	1,600,242

	Total Dwelling Units
	722
	5,194,808


Marital Status
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Housing

	
	60192
	Illinois

	Median Home Price
	$384,750
	N/A

	In Current Residence 5+ Years
	34.97%
	36.41%

	Annual Residential Turnover
	17.02%
	15.26%

	Median Years in Residence
	3.81
	3.41

	Median Dwelling Age
	8
	38


Housing Type
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Transportation

Travel to Work
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Income

	
	60192
	Illinois

	Median Household Income
	$92,499
	$53,897

	Average Household Income
	$111,116
	$69,533

	Average Income Change (since 2000)
	14%
	15%

	Per Capita Income
	$37,576
	$26,169

	Sales Tax Rate
	8.75%
	6.25%

	Sales Tax Type
	PL
	ST

	Median Disposable Income
	$72,499
	$45,327


Household Income by Dollar Range
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Median Income by Age
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Employment

Employment by Industry
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Employment by Occupation
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Net Worth

	
	60192
	Illinois

	Median Household Net Worth
	$59,322
	$43,705

	Average Household Net Worth
	$184,658
	$144,816

	Median Home Price
	$384,750
	N/A


Household Net Worth by Dollar Range
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Median Value of Assets
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Median Value of Debts
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Cost of Living

	
	60192
	Illinois

	Average Total Household Expenditure
	$76,921
	$54,087

	Household Expenditure Index (100=National Average)
	151
	106


Cost of Living Index 
(100=National Average)
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Certain community and school data are provided by Onboard LLC (© 2007 Onboard LLC.). All information is presumed reliable when collected but is not guaranteed and should be independently verified. NOTE: Homes or properties identified might not be within the school district(s) of each school shown or listed.

Link to data: http://www.realtor.com/search/listingdetail.aspx?zp=60192&ml=3&mnp=29&mxp=32&typ=1&sid=f222f57494734717bf204cf528f9c509&pg=7&lid=1084293156&lsn=63&srcnt=75#TPREPORTreport=CommunityReport&view=CommunityReportSummary&page=All&action=PageClick&p_address=5490%20FOX%20PATH%20LN%2C%20HOFFMAN%20ESTATES%2C%20IL%2060192&p_zip=60192

