February 11, 2008

Timothy and Wendy Bellagamba

37 Oakdene Rd.

Barrington, IL  60010

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

We are writing to let you know of our concern in regards to the Canadian National Railway’s plan to increase train traffic in Barrington and surrounding communities with the purchase of the EJ&E tracks. We have lived near Barrington High School and the tracks for 15 years.  Our family of six crosses the tracks hundreds of times each week.  This part of town is already a major traffic headache in the early morning and again when school dismisses each day.  We also have a new office complex being built directly across from the high school that, when completed, is only going to add more cars to the area. We feel that the quality of life here will be seriously in jeopardy with an increase of 20 trains per day.
Additionally, we feel that more trains through this area is a major safety concern for our community. New high school drivers are involved in accidents every year.  Increased train traffic will only increase the numbers of impatient drivers which will lead to poor decision making near the tracks. There is also the issue of emergency equipment getting to the high school area if there are trains on the Metra line and the EJ&E at the same time.  Travel time to go around and reach the high school from west of Hart Road is not an option if there are children in danger due to a school shooting or if an adult at the high school has a heart attack.  Emergency responders need to get to the high school quickly.  Waiting for freight trains 20+ times per day increases the odds that at some point someone will not receive the help they need.
Lastly, we are concerned that shoppers will avoid the Barrington downtown area if train traffic increases.  Businesses that already have competition with Deer Park and Lake Zurich will struggle immensely and perhaps close.

We hope that every effort will be made to lower the number of trains coming through all of the communities in our area, not just Barrington, and we thank you for the opportunity to send in our comments and concerns.

Sincerely,

Wendy and Timothy Bellagamba

