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‘Concern over h: hazardous

materlals

cargo from

pmposed railroad sale

Will Cotinty Board Chairman ~

Jim Moustis (R-Frankfort) con-
‘tinues to have grave concerns
abouit the proposed sale of the

Elgin, Joliet, & Eastern Railway

Company (EJ&E) to the
Canadian National Railroad
CN). ‘
- In remarks prepared for deliv-
ery at a public hearing of the
Surface Transportation Board’s
Sectian of Environmental

3 . Moustis
draft environmental
L statement | lS an mcom- y

- ““Citizens havethe right to
“ know the actual risk from haz-'
* ardous materials that Canadian- = - -
National may transport on the
EJ&E if the purchase is .. :
approved,” said Moustis. “The ~
impacts caused by the release of - =
" toxic gas from even onerail car-.. -
in an urban area wouldbean- .
unprecgdented disaster for any: .
commumty, whether the release :
is accidental or intentio RN
_The STB’s-own map shows it -
~would bring an estimated tep- -~
fold increase in hazmat cargo on’i ‘
the nonhemhalfofﬂleEJ&E o
line, including many communi- "
tlesmWﬂl DuPage Cookand '

accident risks but neglects any

serious assessment of regionat . -

emergency response capabilities. ~-
“The acqmsmon of the EI&E -

' assessmehtof"al! ugmﬁt*:knt :
.impacts and risks is completed:

»‘and mostxmportam!y tKSyare

Moum “ThéCN hias the abﬂ;

ty to solve the problems they
propose to create and the STB = -
‘should: absoluteiy aeqme this of of
“them.” ‘

Moustis went on to point out '~

that there are existing, altema— h
tive rail Toutes | we, -

*arounTand outsnde the metro-

:(NEPA) the STB shouldhave
- considered these instéad ofhm- -
iting the. choices of routing to -
the- downtown Chicago lines and
E theEJ&E suburbanloap :
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