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Aurora Gary Joliet



Concern over hazardous
materials cargo from
proposed railroad sale.
Will County Board Chairman

	

"Citizens have the right to
Jim Moustis (R-Frankfort) con- ` know the actual risk fromhat
tinues to have grave concerns

	

ardous materials that Canadian ,
about the proposed sale of the

	

National may transport on the
Elgin, Joliet, & Eastern Railway- ET&E if the purchase is
Company (EJ&E) to the

	

approved," said Moustis . :"The
Canadian National Railroad

	

impacts caused by the release of
toxic gas from even one- rail car <

In remarks prepared for deliv- in an urban area would-be an .
cry at a public hearing of the

	

unprecedented disaster,for any -
Surface Transportation Board's

	

community, whether the release
Section of Environmental

	

is accidental or intentional ."
Analysis 1 	Moustis

	

The STB's own map shows it
said,

	

draft environmental

	

would. bring an estimated ten
statement is anincom-

	

fold increase in hazmat cargo on
document .'

	

the northern half of the EJ&E •-
increases in,the

	

line, including many comnaini-
amount of hazmat cargo travel-

	

ties in Will, DuPage, Cook and
ing ;through .to county if the

	

L$ke

	

, anda

	

fc id_
sate is npproved,'Moustis • .urged ' ; iberease. ontlte s Wts
r

	

rs to weigh the horrible

	

the EJ&Eline:
impact ofjust one aceident or

	

The draft environmen
terrine! attack .

	

impactstatementAsserts„
out supportin evidence, that
exis

(CN) .

Jill . ;T

plete
i

tion from ous materials
accident risks but neglects any
serious assessment of regional
emergency response capabilities .

"The acquisition .of the ET&E
by CN

	

d
ttmil
assessn

	

a 'all sigitifiennt
"impacts _and risks is completed
'and,, most important}jt; tl yy are
allfly addre ' gild
Mouses. "The CN him the abili-
ty to solve the problems they
propose to create ai<dthe,,S'Tfl
should	absolutely *Owthis of

- oustis went .on to point out
that there are existin~, alteana
tiverail routeslocated well

-=around and outside the metro-
__tan

	

cngo area t1tat UN
'-could purchase

already using manyaltemaUve,s
and under theNational - .
Environmental ProtectionAct
(NEPA;}, the STB should have
considered these instead of Jim
iting thee choices of routing to .
the-downtown Chicago lines and
the EJ&E' suburban loop .
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