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The time for comments on the Environmental Assessment (EA) has expired in this:
(X) Notice of Exemption ( ) Petition for Exemption ( ) Regulated Abandonment

( ) NONEW COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED
(X) NEW COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED

SEA served an Environmental Assessment (EA) for this proceeding on July 24, 2009 for
~ public review and comment. In the EA, SEA recommended one environmental condition and
‘concluded that the proposed action would not significantly impact the quality of the human
environment.

Comments on the EA

The National Geodetic has submitted a comment to SEA indicating that the railroad right
of way for the proposed abandonment in this proceeding contains approximately nine geodetic
station markers (see attached). Consequently, SEA recommends a condition that the Tulare
Valley Railroad Company shall consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) and notify
NGS at least 90 days pI'lOI‘ to beginning salvage activities that will disturb or destroy any geodetic
statlon markers. : »

The EA comment period has ended. Accordingly, SEA recommends that the condition
recommended in the EA, as well as the additional condition recommended in this document
should be 1mposed upon any decision granting abandonment authority. The combmed two
conditions are:

1. The Tulare Valley Railroad Company (TVR) shall retain its interest in and take no
steps to alter the historic integrity of all historic properties including sites, buildings, structures,
and objects within the project right-of-way (the Area of Potential Effect) that are eligible for
listing or listed in the National Register of Historic Places until the Section 106 process of the

E . National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. 470f, has been completed. TVR shall report back

to the Section of Environmental Analysis regarding any consultations with the SHPO and any
other Section 106 consuliing parties that have been identified and the public. TVR may not file
its consummation notice or initiate any salvage activities related to abandonment (including
removal of tracks and ties) until the Sectlon 106 process has been completed and the Board has
removed this condition.

2. The Tulare Valley Railroad Company shall consult with the National Geodetic Survey




(NGS) and notify NGS at least 90 days pr1or to beginning salvage activities that will dlsturb or
destroy any ‘geodetic station markers. :

If the above conditions are 1mposed, SEA believes that the proposed action will not
significantly affect the quality of the human environment. S

SEA CONTACT: * Catherine L. Glidden, 202-245-0293 ~ (6
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Kenneth Blodget/STB To Catherine Glidden/STB@STB
07/31/2009 02:46 PM cc ' '

bce
Subject Fw: [NGS Response, STB Docket AB-397 {SUB NO. 007X)]

----- Forwarded by Kenneth Blodgett/STB on 0713172009 02:46 PM ~weur

Simon Monroe ‘
<Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov> "To xiccge@verizont.net

07/30/2009 06:16 PM cc Surface Transportation Board <sea@stb.dot.gov>, National
Society of Professional Surveyors ‘
<Dawn.James@acsm.net>, Marti lkehara
<Marti.lkehara@noaa.gov>, Gilbert Mitchell
<Gilbert.Mitchell@noaa.gov>, Simon Monroe
<Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov>

Subject [NGS Response, STB Docket AB-397 (SLIB NO. 007X}]

i

Thank you for sharlng your rallroad abandonment env1ronmental report for

Ducor, Tulare County, CALIFORNIA.

Approximately 09 geodetlc survey marks may be located in the area
described.

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall
consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to

beginning salvage act1v1t1es that Wlll dlsturb or destroy any geodetic

- station

marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided
at

http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/
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