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Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W. - Room 504
Washington, DC 20423

Re: STB Docket No. AB-307 (Sub-No, 4X), Wyoming and Colorado
Railroad Company, Inc. -- Abandonment Exemption -- In Albany
County, Wyoming

Dear Ms. Rutson:

Attached please find ten (10) copies of the Environmental Report and Historic
Report in the above-captioned matter. Wyoming and Colorado Railroad Company expects to file
its Notice of Exemption in this matter on or shortly after September 16, 2003.

Sincerely,

Karl Morell

Enclosures

PORTLAND, OREGON ‘WAasHINGTON. D.C. BEND, OREGON
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HISTORIC REPORT RECEIVED
(49 CFR. 1105.8)
orice N FraGeedings Docket No. AB-307 (Sub-No. 4X) Al 27 2003
WYOMING AND COLORADO RAILROAD COMPANY, I
~ AuG 27 2003 \ --~ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION--
part of ’ IN ALBANY COUNTY, WYOMING
Eubhc Pecord

The Historic Report should contain the information required by 1105.7(e)(1) of the
Environmental Report. The following is excerpted from the Environmental Report prepared for
the proposed abandonment:

Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detalled map and drawings clearly delineating the
project.

Wyoming and Colorado Railroad (fompany, Inc. (“WYCO”), proposes to abandon its
* 1.12-mile rail line located between milepost 0.19 and milepost 1.31, in Laramie, WY (the
"Line"). Upon receipt of abandonment’ authority, WYCO intends to remove the remaining rail,
track material, and crossties.! There is one railroad bridge structures along the Line. WYCO has
donated the bridge to the City of Laramie for inclusion in its walking/biking path.
The proposed abandonment will not changle rail freight operations or maintenance
practices on the Line. No local traffic has been handled on the Line in recent years. Since the

Line is stub-ended, no overhead traffic moves over the Line. The Line was previously used to

serve a customer located on the adjacent track owned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company

! Without the prior knowledge of WYCO, the City of Laramie removed a portion of the rail and
crossties on the Line when constructing a public street through the right-of-way. The City is
currently using the bridge and a portion of the right-of-way for a walking/biking path.



(“UP”). That former customer of WYCO will continue to have access to rail service over the UP
line.

The only alternative to abandonment would be not to abandon the Line thereby forcing N
WYCO to absorb the opportunity costs of retaining this inactive Line. This would not be a
prudent use of carrier resources. |

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

HISTORIC REPORT
L A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently '
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed
action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and
are part of the proposed action; :

A map of the Line has been supplied to the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office
("SHPQ"). There is one railroad bridge on the Line. Photographs of the bridge were forwarded
to the SHPO. See Exhibit 2.

2. A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to fhe
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the
surrounding area;

The right-of-way is approximately 100 feet in width. The 1.12-mile line traverses a high

plains area passing next to the Wyoming Territorial Park within the city limits of Laramie. The

Line was constructed sometime after 1903 as part of the Laramie, Hahn’s Peak and Pacific

Railroad Company (“Hahn’s Peak™). On May 12, 1914, the Hahn’s Peak was sold at foreclosure



to tl;e Colorado, Wyoming and Eastern Railway Company (“CWER”). In December 1951, the
CWER was acquired by the Union Pacific Railroad Company (“UP”).
3. Good quality photographs (aqtual photc;graphic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the
immediate surrounding area; ,
Attached to Exhibit 2 are photographs of the only bridge on the Line. At the time the

Si-IPO was first contacted, WYCO was of the opinion that the current bridge was constructed

around 1972 to 1974 after the former bridge was destroyed by fire. Because WYCO was not

certain of its age, it forwarded photographs of the bridge to the SHPO. The SHPO response is

attached as Exhibit 3. In its response, tﬁe SHPO secks consultation because, according to the
- SHPO, the City of Laramie has extensively modified the bridge. Based on the SHPO’s response,

WYCO sought additional information as t)) the history of tﬁe bridge. Recently, WYCO was able

to locate neWspaper articles which explain that the railroad bridge over the Big Laramie River
- was built completely new in 1952. That bridge subsequently burned down in 1959 and the
current West Laramie bridge was built completely new that year. WYCO was also able to obtain
- a.1963 bridge report from the UP, the prior owner of the Line, which confirms that the current
bridgevat milepost 0.71 on the Line wés constructed completely new in 1959. A copy of the
articles and the UP report are attached as Exhibit 4. Consequently, WYCO can now confirm that
there are no structures on the Line that are 50 years old or older associated with the abandonment
of the Line. Nevertheless, WYCO will work with the SHPO to address any remaining concerns
they may have.

4, The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known;



See response to No. 3.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

WYCO acquired the Coalmont Branch, extending from milepost 0.19, at Laramie, to |
milepost 108.0, near Hebron, CO, from the UP in 1987. See Finance Docket No. 31140,
Wyoming and Colorado Railroad Company, Inc. — Acquisition and Operation — Certain Lines of
Union Pacific Railroad Company (not printed), served November 30, 1987. WYCO aban(ioned
the 13.5-mile segment between Walden and Hebron in 1990. See Docket No. AB-307 (Sub-No.
1X), Wyoming and Colorado Railroad Company, Inc. (not printed), served June 25, 1990. At the
time of its acquisition by WYCO, the Walden-Hebron segment had been out of service for ovef
10 years and had become inoperablé. The 27.03-mile segment located between Walden and the
Colorado-Wyoming state line was used to originate rail shipments of carbon dioxide,; wood
products and coal. That line segment was abandoned in 1995 because of the precipitous drop in |
traffic rendered operations uneconomical. See Docket No. AB-307 (Sub-No. 2X), Wyoming and
Colorado Railroad Company, Inc. — Abandonment Exemption — Jackson County, CO (not
printed), served May 19, 1995.

In 1996, WYCO was authorized to abandon the 66.16-mile segment located between the
Colorado state line and Laramie. See Docket No. AB-307 (Sub-No. 3X), Wyoming and
Colorado Railroad Company, Inc.‘ —~ Abandonment Exemption — In Albany County, WY (not
printed), served September 16, 1996. Historically, that segment of ‘the Coalmont Branch was

used to transport overhead traffic. Until 1995, WYCO also operated an excursion train on this



v

segment which was terminated because of its unprofitability. Prior to abandoning this segment,
WYCO moved a stockpile of fluorspar located along the end of this segment to Laramie for
interchange with the UP."

The Line has historically been used to handle the above-noted overhead traffic. In
addition, WYCO utilized the Line to perform switching operations for a shipper located in
Laramie. That shipper’s facility can be directly accessed from the adjacent UP line and,

- therefore, will continue to have access to rail service.

-6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be
historic;

There is only one structure on the Line associated with the abandonment and that bridge

is less than 50 years old. WYCO has no erzgineering drawings or similar documents regarding
the bridge other than the previously mentioned UP bridge report.

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as
to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the
State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);

The one bridge on the Line is less than 50 years old and, in any event, quite common in
design and construction. It has no historical significance as to the history of railroad construction
or operation. WYCO is not aware of any archeological resources or railroad related historic
properties in the project area.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession)

of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental
conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological



recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste),
and the surrounding terrain.

There are no existing records in WYCO’s possession as to the nature of any known
subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or environmental condition that might affect the

archeological recovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation
Officer may request the following additional information regarding specific non
railroad owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the
railroad right-of-way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen
from the railroad right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the
property) and a written description of any previously discovered archeological
sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native
American).

WYCO does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be
supplied in association with the proposed line abandonment other than previously submitted.. If

additional information is requested, WYCO will promptly supply the necessary information.
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- EXHIBIT 2
BALL JANIK Lie

AT T ORNE Y S5

1455 F STReET. NW, Suite 225
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

www.balljanik.com

TELEPHONE 202-638-3307
FACSIMILE 202-783-6947

KARL MORELL kmorell@de.bjllp.com -

January 21, 2003

Wyoming State Historic Preservation Division
4" Floor — Barrett Building

2301 Central Avenue

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

RE: Docket No. AB-307 (Sub-No. 4X), Wyoming and Colorado Railroad
- Company, Inc.~-Abandonment Exemption—In Albany County,
Wyoming

Dear Sir/Madam:

Wyoming and Colorado Railroad Com%any, Inc. (“WYCO”) is planning to file a Notice of
. Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about March 3, 2003, for WYCO to
abandon its 1.12-mile rail line located between milepost 0.19 and milepost 1.31, in Laramie, WY. One
of the requirements for this filing with the STB is that the carrier contact the State Historic
Preservation Office regarding the proposed abandonment.

Enclosed is a map depicting the area where the rail line is locatéd. The proposed abandonment
will involve the removal of the rail, track material, and crossties. The only structure on the line
associated with the abandonment is a bridge which will be donated to the City of Laramie

The line segment WYCO secks to abandon is located in the County of Albany beginning at
milepost 0.19 and extending generally in a southwesterly direction to milepost 1.31, within the city of
Laramie, WY. The line traverses a high plains area passing near the Wyoming Territorial Park.

There is one bridge on the line. There are no other structures associated with the abandonment.
The bridge is located at milepost .71 and is a 9-span timber pile trestle, open deck across the Laramie
River. The bridge was constructed around 1972 to 1974 after the former bridge was destroyed by fire.
Photographs of the bridge are attached.

PORTLAND, OREGON WasHiNGgTon, D.C. Benp, OREGON



BALL JANIK e

January 21, 2003 \
Page2

‘We will send you'a copy of WYCO’s Historic Report as soon as it is completed. If I can of
funher assistance regarding this matter, please call me at (202) 638-3307.

Smcere]y,

il

Karl Morell
Attorney for: ,
Wyoming and Colorado Railroad Company, Inc.
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’ EXHIBIT 3

Wyoming Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources
State Historic Preservation Office

Richard Currit, SHPO ‘ :

2301 Central Avenue

Barrett Building, 3™ Floor

Cheyenne, WY 82002

February 25, 2003
(307) 777-7697 Ay

FAX (307) 777-6421

Karl Morell

¢/o Ball Janik LLP

1455 F Street, NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005

FE: Wyoming and Colorado Railroad Co., Inc., Abandonment Exemption, Laramie
(SHPO #0201JKW003)

Dear Mr. Morell,

We have received information regardin)g_ the aforementioned project. Thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to comment. As we understand it, the Wyoming and
Colorado Railroad Company, Inc. (WYCO) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption
with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) in early March for WYCO to abandon its
1.12-mile rail line located in T16N R73W Sec. 32, in Laramie. The proposed
abandonment involves removal of the rail, track matenal and crossties. The 9-span open'
deck bridge associated with the track will be donated to the City of Laramie.

Our research shows that the bridge (Smithsonian site number 48AB620) has already been
incorporated into the walking/biking path in the City of Laramie greenbelt. It has been
extensively modified, with new side rails made from pressure treated lumber and an
asphalt top. In addition, most of the rail line has already been removed, with portions of
the old railroad grade incorporated into the greenbelt. There are still some ties present
but they have been disturbed.

This is unfortunate, because there is no evidence that the bridge was ever evaluated for its
eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places prior to becoming part of
the greenbelt. It was not part of the original survey done for the earlier WYCO
undertaking. Although there is a Wyoming Cultural Records site form (dated 1989) for
the bridge, photographs associated with the form show a different deck on the bridge than
that shown in the photographs included with your letter.

Our opportunity to comment has been precluded. The rail line (48AB619) was
determined eligible and the bridge may have been a contributing feature. Thus the

Dave Freudenthal, Governor John T. Keck, Interim Director




undertaking constitutes an adverse effect. Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.5-6, consultation

- between your staff and the SHPO is necessary in order to discuss ways to reduce or

~eliminate the adverse effects. If a means to mitigate or avoid the adverse effects cannot
be found, further consultation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation may be
required. Appropriate mitigation by WYCO may be the installation of an interpretive
sign at the site of'the bridge, describing the history of the Laramie-Hahn's Peak rail line,

Please refer to the SHPO project control number 0203NNHO023 on any future
* correspondence dealing with this project. If you have any questions, contact Nancy
Hanks at 307-777-6312 or me at 307-777-6311.

Judy K. Wolf %
- Review and Compliance Program Manager

Sincerely,

Cc: Gary Rimington Community Services Director, City of Laramie, 405 Grand Ave.,
Laramie, WY 82073
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