I have many of the same concerns that most of us have like the division and destruction of farmland, safety and drainage problems just to name a few. However, I am more concerned with what seems to be the eventual plan to basically, take our rural farmland and communities and make them into industrial brownfields like those in northern Lake County, for instance. We all know that this would be devastating to the environment and would totally change our way of life as we currently know it. According to the Great Lakes Basin website,  they chose the proposed route: “to by-pass population centers, have the capacity for future growth, support agricultural and industry around the route, avoid attracting more residences or businesses along the railroad that would limit expansion or be exposed in case of an incident.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The website goes on to explain that the project would be built on 200-foot wide right of way with a designated 50-foot utility corridor, along with access to points of interchange. These would be used by utilities as a new right of way to serve future population growth and put money in the pockets of GLB. Property owners who sell their land to the GLB would be provided free electricity and adjacent property owners would be granted access to the railroad. So, it seems that the electricity would be carried by big overhead power lines along the railway. With gas lines already in place, this would be perfect for Chicago money and industry to turn our farmland and natural areas into industrial areas for big profits. 
So, if you connect the dots, you can see that there is a bigger plan than just running a 70 mph train through rural America. It is the ultimate destruction of productive farmland that helps to feed America and the world. 
Additionally, this area used to be the Grand Kankakee Marsh aka The Everglades of the North, part of a million acre-wetland full of lush vegetation, wetlands and one of the highest concentrations of wildlife on earth until man came through and drained the marsh and straightened the Kankakee River in the name of progress.  Hence, the underlying reason for the drainage problems that currently exist and would only get worse if a railway is constructed through it. Now, only about five percent of the Marsh remains.  The Jerry Allen Marsh near Boone Grove, is approximately a quarter mile from the proposed railway and is a classic example of wetland and prairie restoration.  The introduction of this railway within such close proximity would disrupt the ecosystem of the marsh to say the least.  
Let’s not allow history to repeat itself by allowing the Great Lakes Basin Railway to construct its bypass and destroy prime farmland and what is left of the Grand Kankakee Marsh. 
