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Re: Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railroad Testimony for the Surface Transportation Board '~

Dear Mr. Mulvey, 2 -
o

Railway by the Canadian National Railway. From meeting with you, Charles Nottingham and
Thomas Brugman last May, I have tremendous confidence that the Surface Transportation Board
will be thorough and diligent in considering the impact of the acquisition.

This acquisition is badly needed for the nation as an alternative route around the congested
railways going through Chicago. My hope is that the regional and state governmental leaders
begin to look at this as an opportunity, much like the governmental officials in Orlando did in
brilliantly formulating a long-term transportation plan for their city by purchasing CSX track
through Orlando for a passenger rail line, and encouraging the redevelopment of a less used outer
loop around the city to a CSX logistics park south of Orlando.

As you are fully aware, the development of our nation’s intermodal transport system has
encountered several bottlenecks. One such bottleneck concerns transmodal rail operations, for
which we discussed the Thruport concept as a salient solution last May. But Thruports only speed
the transmodal interchange, they cannot increase the number and speed of inbound and outbound
freight coming into and out of ‘Chicago terminals like the EJ&E acquisition, or the double
tracking of more main lines.

Surface Transportation Board
This acquisition is a rare and unique opportunity for the United States to tak€d posiivelstefin33087
improving intermodal rail freight system that should entail energy, environmentabdnd e
competitive advantages. [ strongly recommend that the Surface Transportatifn:Baard. approve the
acquisition. And as always, please feel free to contact me if I can be of any fiither service to v
STB.
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