
 

 

 

 

 

FD-35952  
GLBT application 
Jeanette Carothers 
1639 north 4101 Rd Earlville Illinois 60518 
Email Address: * jeanettecarothers@att.net 
 
 See attached letter and picture 
 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no need for the GLB RR. Please do not approve their request for 

eminent domain or their request for a railroad anywhere in the United States. I 

would like to address the topic of bats in our area, and how the railroad will 

make the bats in this area extinct. Bats have resided in a machine shed located 

in a pasture (adjacent to a wetland and creek) on our farm for as long as I can 

remember. My father wondered why the bats always left in the fall, and 

returned in the spring. He also wondered where they went.  He had someone 

tag the bats and they discovered they winter in the sand caves In Utica, Illinois. 

Three years ago I took pictures of the bats. There are 50 + or – in the picture I 

have attached. The white nose virus hit Illinois. That next summer there were 

only 5 on the rafter. Last year there were none on the rafters, but I could hear 

them squeaking on the roof (they like to roost/crawl between the wood and 

metal on the roof). We noticed the bats had started to inhabit different 

locations in buildings. They are identified as big brown bats by a conservation 

person looking at pictures. It is very easy to identify where bats are roosting by 

their guano. It is a site to behold to observe these animals in the late evening 

chasing all of the mosquitos and other bugs. They navigate by their own radar 

system. Please think of how these bats radar system will fare when you vote on 

this railroad, and the noise and vibrations it will cause. Bats are very important 

to the farming community.  Again, please make this railroad go away for the 

lives of all of the wildlife.  Thank you for your time.  Jeanette Carothers 
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