	Concerns regarding Chronology of Puerto Verde Actions in Maverick County   Diana Gomez May 5, 2025

	Actions/Events 
	Evidence 
	Notes 
	Sources 

	Maverick County Officials begin to meet with Puerto Verde 
	Pictures/Announcements in media 
	 Puerto Verde’s projects were not on public’s radar until the controversial county certificates of obligation were challenged via petition, but some of the county court commissioners had already even traveled to Mexico to hobnob with Puerto Verde and its supporters.  
	Local media, social media, Facebook pages, Commissioners’ Court recorded agendas and meetings 
https://www.facebook.com/robruizteach/posts/pfbid022DERhZ3tgSz7u6afztoVwryzZeAxk4LGrPQ4PTwRz5KRcXD8aQ3zDMNaBy4StiDul

	Fierce controversy over certificates of obligation 
	Local media, social media, Facebook pages, Commissioners’ Court recorded meetings 
	A petition spearheaded by local taxpayers resulted in an election where CO’s were voted down.   Commissioners’  Court insisted Quemado residents had a dire emergency and were in need of water.  
	*Local media, social media, 
Facebook pages, Commissioners’ 
Court recorded meetings 
* Series of Commissioners’ Court meetings where the majority of the commissioners heavily advocated for 
Puerto Verde projects 

	As a result of the controversy, the county and taxpayers who challenged the CO’s ended up in federal court 
	 
	Most residents of Quemado already had water and were puzzled by the outlandish claims.  In federal court, it was established that very few water connections were for Quemado, and those would be where Ruben Garibay has property (Day and Edwards Roads), and also an additional mysterious 300 accounts for water. The goal appeared to be to fund Ruben Garibay’s Puerto Verde privately owned projects with public grant monies. Quemado residents strongly believe that their funds raised over the years for community activities by established committees were seized by the county attorney and commissioners’ court to help with the in-kind matching  funds needed to meet the grant certificates of obligation requirements.  
	*Federal Court transcripts and documents such as engineer’s maps on public record 
* Grant application copy from TWDB obtained FOI 
 

	Maverick County citizens and taxpayers began to challenge and question Puerto Verde’s actions in the county.   
	Local media, social media, Facebook pages, Commissioners’ Court recorded meetings 
	There were a series of meetings, including those with the National Safety Transportation Board, where citizens  overwhelmingly testified regarding their concerns, including the main concern regarding how the privately owned bridge would take important funding opportunities from the city of Eagle Pass, Texas.  By the time these meetings took place, it was evident that Ruben Garibay had heavily contributed to many political campaigns, from both political parties.
 Ruben Garibay is listed on opensecrets.org 
as having made approximately 146 donations under the names of his various companies to state and national level politicians. These donations don’t include the ones he’s made to local, Maverick county politicians, including members of this court. Critical to consider: how and why can one person buy so much influence? (Open Secrets is a nonprofit organization in Washington DC that tracks political campaign finance.)
https://www.opensecrets.org/donor-lookup/results...

	· Media, social media, 
Facebook pages, Commissioners’ Court recorded meetings 
· Expense reports 
· Donor Lookup www.opensecrets.org 
 
 

Who is Ruben Garibay: Articles on the Mexican arm of his Puerto Verde projects: 
Concerns in Sinaloa-
https://revistaespejo.com/2024/01/12/avanza-proyecto-de-terminal-maritima-en-sinaloa-a-pesar-de-restricciones-ambientales/


Garibay properties in Maverick County:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/386142995812270/permalink/1160932401666655/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=56fRVdPWzaNPGWTe#



Ruben Garibay and his fleet of semi-trucks; he uses Mexican truckers on B-1 visas- 

https://revistaespejo.com/?s=ruben+garibay


	
Permit Application submitted to Biden Administration Dec. 2024 
	 
	There is information that the permit application language submitted on the grant application states Maverick County is responsible for building, funding, permits, etc.  There appear to be 3 versions of the application circulating locally: 1. Says grantee is responsible 2. One says Maverick County is responsible, and 3. Supporters of Puerto Verde state the complete opposite—that Ruben Garibay is going to use his money.   
	 

	Safety Transportation Board Report is published. 
	 
	Citizens need time to read and analyze results. There are still 
	 

	Representative Heriberto Morales files HB 74 in support of Puerto Verde’s bridge and railway and in addition is using all the tools at his disposal to help Puerto Verde create a port authority that will be separate from the city of Eagle Pass and Maverick County, governing itself with the initial board already selected and future boards to be elected from only the PV Port Authority.  
	 
	· Garibay needs water if he is going to build his Native Hills residential community, about 300 homes as described in Perryman report.
· Water situation is a crisis in Maverick County.  Is this Port Authority going to take water from the already short supply that is affected by the extreme drought in this region (they are citing Chapter 62 of the water code in HB 74, with creation of the port authority)?
	
Pictures posted by the Maverick County Water District regarding the low levels of water at Amistad Dam in Del Rio Texas:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/386142995812270/permalink/1131497651276797/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=QcyhRX5GguliZPm1#

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1264565792343958&set=a.399635875503625&type=3&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=vUJnM95jeXvG6FLi&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F1BZFRUoRtt%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr#

https://www.facebook.com/groups/386142995812270/permalink/1324993555260538/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=SSYYR6CIh7QNfJP8#
Obscure Notices of Intent published in some Eagle Pass newspapers 
*Public testimony in from the the Texas House on April 9, 
2025 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/386142995812270/permalink/1317963522630208/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=4zWcwLpat2CZnchI#

*Morales’s fierce defense of this bill via social media 

	 Creation of Puerto Verde Port Authority with the power to privatize selling of water.
	 
	 Will creation of this Port Authority result in negative impact for taxpayers and water users? Will there be competition for water among and between the Port Authority and farmers, ranchers, and water users in Maverick County?
	Concerns regarding dire water shortage and severe, extended drought impacting the entire region:

https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/top10-reasonstoopposewaterprivatization.pdf

https://www.facebook.com/100063464473251/posts/1270553825070088/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=Oe49MC8YvmNFE1BW#

https://www.facebook.com/groups/386142995812270/permalink/1310595090033718/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=in0V6ljzG7GyNqrt#



 
