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JKS LIM.U& NES; LLC

VERIFIED, APPLICAT]ON FOR. ACQUISIT{ON OF CONTROL or *PASSENGERS OF MOTOR.

Grotip”)ya tiolding eonipany which owhs USDOT-régulated passenige
Limousines, LLC(*JKS").

As explained more fully herein, TBL Group owns:federally. registered, passenger-cartier motor

submitting its
seaemmwwamer Safetmeimstratmndacumentafmn mderthmmwmchowlndycﬂym“c’
TBL Group.is a Texas corporation and JKS s an Blinois corporation: 6f which the management of
TBL. Group have agreed in writing with the terms and conditions for acquiring substantially il the
business operations & gssets, including intangible assets, of JKS.
In support of this Application; the Applicant state:as follows:

A. Tdentification of the Parties: 49 C:F.R. § 1182.2(a)(1)

i, Applicant TBL Group, Ine. (“TBL.Group”) is a-déinestic Tor-piofit incotporated entity
headquartered in the state of Texas which owns GBJ, Ine. (USDOT 835782, MC-369531)and Echo Tours
& Charters LP (USDOT 2172280, MC-755212). TBL. Group'is a Texas’ corporation. with its prinicipal

‘place of business at 15734 Aldine Westfield Road, Houston, Tiexas 77032,

2. 'TBL Group isan'$ Corp organized inthe state-of Texas and intends to hold 83% ownership
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en Kahneintend to

and control ofone:new carrier, Echo Windy ﬁztyLLthereastﬁmrgeJacobsmd
hald 17% of Echo WindyCity, LLC.

3. TBL Group's priiary business. purpose is as an interstate charter and shuttle carvier:

4. TBL Group has been in operation Sirice 2015, whivse whelly owned subsidiaries primarily
provide charter; tour and local intercity and intracity transportation in the Houston-Dallas-San Antonio:
corridor as well as the Jacksonville:North Florida market. It-currently operates 189 commercial motor
vehicles aslisted on ifs MCS+150 filings. “

The:officers ad directors of TBL Group-are John Ferrari who serves as President and Chisf
Executive Officer and Hassan E1-Lahhar whoserves as Chairman‘of thie Board.

The verified staternent of Jokin Fervari, Presiderit of TBL Group, is included in Exhibit | Hereto:

5. JKS Limousines, LLC ("JKS") {USDOT No. 1474787, MC-§5753) is an: linois
corporation with 'iris.‘;pﬁncibalﬁplm of business:at: 2801 South 25 Avenue, Broadview, Illingis 60155

JKS is.a domestic limited liability company and intends:tosell substantially all fhie busitiess operations.

and assets of JKS to the. applicant, TBL Group under the naiie of Eclie Witidy City; LLC.

6. JKS hias been'in operation as & USDOT-tegulated passeriger

since CY2006, JKS has besh providig chartér service in Tlinois and other parts of the United States for

17 years of which'the r_:empaz;yﬁhag.fciﬁdarcd%ifqp@mt@s*ﬁﬁ.pa-wcfzunits;anrsift:s;\mm*ft_'r@&lﬁiM@Sﬁl:ﬁﬁ-sﬁli@;
on September 28th, 2023. JKS currently has no parent, subsidiary or affiliate companies.

The verified staterientsof Kathleen Kal

e, a'Schiedule K shareholder of JK'S, isincluded in |
Exhibit2 hiereto.



B. Description of Operating Authoritics: 49 C.F.R.§ 118212()(2)

1. Appligant TBLGYWP»IM58ubsidiﬁl‘ywmmmeshanfmiﬁtefarhlrepﬂssmgernamer
authority ander MC-755212 and'MC-369531 and has intrastate operating authority issued by the:state: of
Texas, Copies of Echo Tours & Charters: LP' and GBY, Inc,’s federal and’ state operating authority
certificates-are included in Exhibit 3 hereto.

2. IKS Lumeusmesg LLC hag interstate; for- hite passenger carrier suthotity unider MC-556753.
JKS also has intrastate operating authority issued by Illinois. Copies 6fIKS’s federdl and staté operating

authority certificates are included'in Exhibit 4 eteto.

C. Description of the Transsction: 49 C.F.R. § 11822()(3)

substantially dll of JK§ tangible:and intangible assets, equipment whereas Georpe Sacobs and Kathlean

Katne will combined own 17 percent 6f Echo Windy City, LLC: Echo Windy City, LLC will opetate 5
subsidiary of TBL Group, Tiic: dnd will gain niew USDOT-regulated operatiig authority theough the
Federal Motot Carvier Safety Admiistrdtion and with the state of Tilincis,

The: pusties do- ot contemplate eny siguificant change in JKS operations as & result of the

transaction.

Following the transaction, Eeho Windy City, LLE will operate as:a separate entity unider the.

umbrefla of TBL Group, i, The combination of IS being iedquired by TBL Group s designed, However,

to.allow the-carriers to streamline their operations.by sharing certain management functions:

The acquisition will begin with no fewer than 82 power units as lised on JKS's MES:150 filing.



-and over $1 miillion in tangible assets. Itis the plan of Echo' Windy City, LLC to/fscus their ¢ffortsion thé

- maximum utilization of equipment and resources to' serve their respectivé customer bases; ictuding

favorable vehiole sharing arvangerserits that will allow thi cotpany to bid on nore and bigger charter
transportation contracts.

With maximum utilization of equipment, Echo Windy City, LLC will be able to provide their
«curvent Tevel of transportation with: fewer, vehicles, allowing them to: retire older, less eriergy efficient
vehicles, In addition, with more combined vehicles at their disposal, thie Applicant will be able'to bid on
the charter service contracts for larger events requiring additional velicle capagity.

Overall, the transuction will allow the Applicant fo take advntage of economies of scale, beter
finavicial terms; and inereased buying power. This will allow-them to expand theircombined operafions,
and-eventually:result in-additions to driverand nion- driver personnel.

The Applicant plans to ¢lose on its asset purchase dgreement by the'end of August 2024: “The

transaction is i the public interest; aiid for the reasons stated Herein should be approved.

D Affiliated Carriers: 49 C.F.R.§ 11822(5))

TBL Group and JKS sre not affiliated in any way with any othiér titor carriers.

E. Jurisdictional Statement: 49 C.E.R. § 14303(g)

The: Applicant has eamed aggregate gross operating revenues far in-excessof $2 million dufing

sdictional requireinient set forthin 49°US.C.
- §14303(¢).

F. Effect'on Environment snd the Conservation of Energy Resources:49°C.E.R, § L182.2(a)(6)

Thie transaction will have anioverall positive efféct on thie environiment.and the conservation of

enérgy resourcgs. The carriers do not anticipate substantially changing their individual operations: By




combining infiepe

wdent cantiers under one corporate uritbrells, the: companies will be able to streamline
thiir operations:to take maximam advantage of vehicleyand manpowet, This Stréamlining will énabléthe
Carriers to - provide service across a broad geographicares with more sfficienicy than.can be achieved with

‘Under the TBL Group umbrella, carriers: can more: easily coordinate: the operdtions and the-

supply of vehicles; through lease or sales arrangemerits on preferable tems,tmﬁceteachcamer‘sneeés

of vehicles. across the cartiers.

In sum, the efficiencies gained through combiniig;the companies-under:one corporate structiire

will result in the same:or mote transpartation options with' less operational cost insorder o maintain

affordable trarispostation optionis and potentially niore envitonmentally transportation services thus having

a niét positive effect o1y the Conservation of resources.

G. Consistency with the Public Interest: 49 C.F.R.§ 1182.2)(7)

In' addition, the Board has traditionally considered the: effect of the transaction on competition.
See; ., STB Docket No, MC:F-21052, Southfield Coinvest Holdings, LLC, Southfield Hall con
Investment Corpand Hall-con Crew Transportation; Ine. et al. — Aequisition of Control - Renzenbérger,

fnc., (served Match 28, 2013), slip op- at 3; STB Docket No. MC-F- 21 055, Celerity Partnérs IV, LLC,

Celerity AHI Holdings SPV, LLC, and All Aboard Anietical Holdings, Inc.-Acquisition of Control -




- ‘Sureride Charter, e, d/bla Sundiego: Charter Company, (served Oct. 29; 2013), slip-op. at 3. The

transaction proposed by the parties herein plainly meets this standard.

Asnoted above; the proposed transaetion will not result in sigoificant changes to the operations.of

‘The purpose-of'the transaction'is to combine the operations of two distinct cotporations operating as

interstate motor carriers iinder the:corpotate umbrella of TBL Group, lnc. (Pléase See Exhibit #5)

“The wansaction will enable Fcho Windy City, LLE 10 engigé in veliéle sharing arvangetniens,

sales.and field operations persorifel, and tohnngcertamm nagement functions together for
more efficient management of the overall enterprise.

“Thie transaption will also alfow'the companies to take advantage of better inancial tenms, whichiwill
allow them to replace aging vehicles and pumhase newer,, riore: énergy efficient vehicles on ‘ore
tavorable rermns. |

A suich, the trarisaction will allow the carriers to mainize ihe s of personnel and equipment and
16/ useithie-debt restructuring to increase investment into:their companies.

“The: carriers willl be. dble:toserve theirexisting goographic: areas: and ‘customer bases wiore:

efficiently and effectively, and do nbtanticipate any reduction in cutreit servics levels. In fact; the

transaction will enable the carrieis fo leverage the combination of row the businesses of each

individial carriét, 4nid will fesult in thesaine or 4 gréater level of transportation fo the public.

"The;Board has consistently found that transactions of this type meet the'standard for-adequacy of

L.L. C. =:Control - Borttier Bus Company; et al, (servied July 17, 1998); slipop. ar 8; STB Docket No:

MC-F:21015, Railcrew Xpress, LLC and Railcrew Xpréss Corp.. Acquisition. of Control - Raidin

. MiCormick, Ingi, etal, (Served Feb: 27,2006), slip op af 2; STB Docket No, MC-F-21014, KBUS



Holdings, LLC and CUSA, LLC « Acquisition of Control Ametica Charters, Ltd,, et al., (served Feb: 22,

2006), slip op. at2; STH Docket No. MC-F-21009; GUSA FESTE, LLE dibva Pacific Coast Sightsseinig

E)

‘Touts & Charters - Acquisition of Assets and Business Operatiors - Laidlaw Transit Services, Inc, d/b/a

As: stated above, the restructuring of day-to-day: operations will .allow: the Applicant to lower

operational costs‘and continue to provide affordable passeniger-carrier ttansportation services,

Labor force additions in higher paying sales and field operations: personnel in multiple cities will

offset any personnel contraction:across Texasand Tilinois.
Fucther; while the cutrent goal of the transaction & to taximize utilization with fewer vehiclss, over

time the contpanies will be able to grow by tiking advas Hisiiies of Scale, better financial terms,

‘and increased buying power, resulting in additions to.driver and non-driver personnel.

‘onsignificantly altering their current operations, bt mrely wish'to take advaritaye of effiiencies gained

through working under orie'corporite structure,

Evenwith thestréngthened position of Echo Windy City, LLC competition in the areds served by

the carriets will be maintained affer the transaction, Th

e -areas served by the-carriers:are subject to robust

competition:

© " The Chicago, Tiingis market 4ea slone has over 20 interstate. transportation: praviders-offering




- charter and tour service. The:partiesiestimate that interstate and initrastate cabriers in the Chicags, Iinois

City, LLC will be less than: 10% of thatiin the local market.

Further, the areas served by the carriers.are largely separate and distinet, with'a small amount of
overlap in the larger matkets. The companies-alsowill miaintain their separate ideritities arid be responsible
for their own operations within the lacger corporate family, Thus, the transation will ot resul in any
consolidation of market power in‘any relevant market,

The benefits associated with: thie transaction-will only support increased competition. By taking
advantage of the efficiencies associated with merging two companies under one corporate structure; the
carriers will be stronger operationally and financiafly..

This increased strength wi‘il.lkena"ﬁ?}a‘;tihe carriers o Gontiniie to comipete with other caitiers, as well
asmot-niotor earriers that compete for the'same trivel afid touri¥m buginess as cHartér bus companies,

See, GL1 Acquisition Co. Purchase-Trailways Lines, Inc., 4 [C.C. 2d 591, :598-602/(1988) (therelevant

miatket for passenger transpertation services includes multiple modes competing for the same passengers),

The competition for charter and tour business, the-heart uf the parties’ opetations, uhquestionably

is open 1o strongcompetition: The charter and tour businiess are constaritly 6 e to all competitors in the

market,including the larger, multistate Gperators, s the busiriess is contestableona ripsby-trip basis.

Further, commertial charter-and tour aperators:must offer guality services at compefitive prices to

destinations in their own vehicles,

In-addition to:the points made above regarting the

‘pasticulr markets served by the Applicdr, the

Board has fouid consiatently that the lack of basriers to ety into the intetstate bus transportation industry

vittually eliminated the opportudities for abuse of market power, See $TB Finance Docket No. 33431,
| 19



- Coach USA, Tnc. and KT Contract Services, Inc. - Control and Mergér Exémiption - Gray Ling Tours of

 Southernt Nevad, slipop. ot 2/(servéd Aug; 29, 2001) (" ... thi bug industry is chiaractérized by pervasive.

- omipetition andlow entry bartiers:*); STB Finance Dogket No. 33007, Laidlaw Transit, Tnc. et al.- Control
and Merger Exernption National School Service, Inc. et al., (served Oct. 25, 1996) ([ Wiith the low-entry
barriers and peryasive intermodal and intramodal competition that otherwise charactetized the chartetanid

‘special operations segrent of ‘the bus industry; most opportunities for the abuse of market power dre

effectively foreclosed.”); GLI Aequisition at 601 ("[Tlhe presence of initramodal competitors is not

Hécessary fo maintatn competitive discipling for bus firms. Where. the: barriers to entry are virtually

‘notiexistent, potential entry, togethier with intermodal competition, exerts pressure on-existing firms to

‘price-ressonably.”). ' ‘

In sum, the transaction Here will not have amaterially adverse effect on competition;

TBL Group.and JKS cur

ntly do:nothave an overwhelming collective market share in the relevant
‘markets. Thus, their market shares will not change significantly. If anything, the trangaction will result in

anincrease in eapacity ivi the relevantmarkets, Which will enable the Applicant's competitors to strengthen

theirowst positions;

Chattér and tour and confract, shuftle: services ‘are: particularly open to. competition; both to

own vehicles. That competitive landscape is. unlikely to:charige regardless of this transaction., Finally, the

Board has recognized the virtual impossibility of an abuse of mafket power in the bus industry. Fof these
reasons, the Applicant submity that this frangietion will nof tause any. diminufion of competition in the

11



H. Safety Fitnéss Rating

s 49 C.ER. §1182.2()(8)

The Applicant e pleased to certify that sach carriet inivolved in the transaction has a satisfaclory

safety fitness ratingissued by:the United States Department of Transportation.

L Tnsukance Coverages: 49 CRR.§ NB22))

The:Applicant hereby certify that they each have the requisite insurance coverage under49 U.S.C.

J. Statement on Mexico Domiciliary: 49 C.F.R § 1182.2(s)(16)
Putsuant to:49 C.FR- § 1181.2(a)(10), the:Apphicant states that nio party dcquiting sy operating

rights through the proposed transaction i either domiciled in Mexico or owned or conttolled by persons

K. Statemient on Individuals Holding Operating Authiority: 49'C.F.R. § 1182.2(a)(ll)

Pursuant'to 49 C.F.R.§ 1182:2(a)(11), the: Applicant state'tht the teansaction does not involve the

transfer of opetating authority to.an individval who will ol the authority i his or her name.

L. Certification Regarding Filing: 49 C.F.R. § 1182.3(h)
Thie Applicant hiereby certify thiat they have delivered copies-of the Application by, first class mail
to the appropriate: regulatory body in cach state in which ‘intrastate operations: are affected by-the

{ransaction:

12



CONCLUSION
‘.Fcr the reasons stated herein; ihe Applicant respectfully requests that the Board grant thig Application.

liiesp’ee*éﬁdiyéhbmineﬂ;

: m-Wiastﬁeid Road
‘Haust@n, Téxas 77032
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ry, underthe laws of the
yplication relative to-

TBL Cmp, i, s bougant m@:

Purther, Feertify that [ am qualified.and suthorized mﬁi& thisapplication oF pleading.

1 kiow that willful i
pmusﬁable under 18 U
eachaffense.

ral criminal violations
5 up g $10,000 for

Additionally, these misstatements are pumshabl ‘ A
provides for fines up to $2,000 0r imprisoniment up ¢ Ve years.

August8,2024
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apphcatwn reiahva te JKS leuusxnes,'LL.\,_ is ‘true and e ;‘ ect.

Further, Ieemfythat E_::amsmlaﬁfﬁﬁd and authorized to file this ap;ﬂ’inatiﬁmﬁrﬁl‘é&&fﬁg;‘
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EXHIBIT 3

TBL GROUP, INC. - OPERATING AUTHORITY CERTIFICATION

FOR GBJ, INC. AND ECHO TOURS & CHARTERS LP

SERVICE DATE
Deceémbaxr 27,1999

MC 369531 C

GRJ, MNC.
D/B/A AFC TRANSIT
HOUSTON, TX, US
This Certificate is evidence of the carrier’s authority to
engage in transportation as a common carrier of passengers, in
charter and special operations, by motor vehicle in interstate or
foreign commerce.

This authority will be effective.as’'long-as the carrier

_maintain: compliance with the requirements pertaining to

insurance coverage for the protection of the public (43 CFR 387);
the designation of agents upon whow process may be served (49 CFR
366); and tariffs or schedules (4% CFR 1312). The cafrriet: shall.
also render reasonably continuous and ad@quatﬂ service to tne
public. . Failure to maintain compllanc; will constitute.
gufficient grounds for revocation of this authority.

Thomas T. Vlnlng
Chief, Licensing and Insurdnce Division

NOTE: Applicant is a nonrecipient of governmental financial
assistance.

" NOTE: Willful and persistent noncompliance with a

safety fitness regulations as evidenced by a DO” sz
rating of "UHSa¢1StaCEO?’y" or by other indicators,
in a proceeding requiring the holder of t“La certifi
permit to show cause why thig authority should not be suspended
voked.

or re
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e

U.S. Department of Transportation 1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E.
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Washington, DC 20590

SERVICE DATE
August 31, 2015

DECISION
MC-755212
ECHO TOURS & CHARTERS LP
D/B/A GOTTA GO TRAILWAYS
DALLAS, TX
REENTITLED
ECHO TOURS & CHARTERS LP
D/B/A ECHO TRANSPORTATION

On August 25, 2015, applicant filed a request to have the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration's records changed to reflect a name change.

Itis ordered:
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's records are amended to reflect the carrier's
name as ECHO TOURS & CHARTERS LP, D/B/A ECHO TRANSPORTATION.

Within 30 days after this decision is served, the applicant must establish that it is in full compliance
with the statute and the insurance regulations by having amended filings on prescribed FMCSA forms
(BMC91 or 91X or 82 for bodily injury and property damage liability, BMC 34 or 83 for cargo liability, or a
BMC 84 or 85 for broker security and BOC-3 for designation of agents upon whom process may be
served) submitted on its behalf. Copies of Form MCS-90 or other "certificates of insurance” are not
acceptable evidence of insurance compliance. Insurance and BOC-3 filings should be sent to Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, 1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E., Washington, DC 20590.

The applicant is notified that failure to comply with the terms of this decision shall result in
revocation of its operating rights registration, effective 30 days from the service date of this decision.

To verify that the applicant is in full compliance, call (202)358-7000 or visit our web site at:
http://li-public.fmcsa.dot.gov. Any other questions regarding the action taken should be directed to
(202)366-9805.

|

Decided: August 26, 2015
By the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

%ﬁ; L Kol #

Jeffrey L. Secrist, Chief
Information Technology Operations Division
NCA
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EXHIBIT 4

JKS Limousines, LLLC —
OPERATING AUTHORITY CERTIFICATION

Q

U.S. Department of Transportation 400 7th Street SW
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Washington, DC 20590
SERVICE DATE
April 05, 2006
CERTIFICATE
MC-556753-C
JKS LIMOUSINES LLC
CHICAGO, IL

This Certificate is evidence of the camrier's authority to engage in transportation as a common carrier of
passengers, In charter and special operations, by motor vehicle in interstate or foreign commerce.

This authority will be effective as long as the carrier maintains compliance with the requirements
pertaining to Insurance coverage for the protection of the publfic (49 CFR 387); the designalion of agents
upon whom process may be served (49 CFR 366); and schedules (49 CFR 374.305). The carrier shall
also render reasonably continuous and adequate service to the public. Failure to maintain compliance
will constitute sufficient grounds for revocation of this authority.

Angeli Sebastian, Chief
Information Systems Division

NOTE: Applicant is a nonrecipient of govermmental financial assistance.

NOTE: Willful and persistent noncompliance with applicable safety fitness regulations as evidenced by a
DOT safety fitness rating of "Unsatisfactory™ or by other Indicators, could result in a proceeding requiring
the holder of this certificate or permit to show cause why this authority should not be suspended or
revoked.

CPN
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 12 day of August 2024, I served a copy of the foregoing Verified Application for
Acquisition of Control of Motor Carriers of Passengers Under 49 U.S.C. 14303 and Request for Interim
Approval as follows:

By First Class Mail to:

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Chief

Commercial Enforcement Division Office of Enforcement and Compliance
West Building, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 6th Floor

Washington, D.C. 20590

By First Class Mail to:

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles Motor Carrier Division
P.O. Box 12984

Austin, Texas 78711-2984

By First Class Mail to:

Illinois Department of Transportation
Bureau of Safety Programs and Engineering
2300 South Dirksen Parkway

Springfield, Illinois 62764

By First Class Mail to:

llinois Commerce Commission
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, Illinois 62701
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