




January 27, 2008






Greg & Lucy McGrath






563 Braemar Lane







Barrington, IL   60010

Attention: Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Surface Transportation Board:

We live in the Braemar subdivision on the Northwest corner of Cuba and Ela roads.  We are concerned about the increased train traffic that will pass through the Lake Zurich and Barrington areas with the purchase of EJ&E railroad by Canadian National railroad.  The increased train traffic will affect the animals, ponds and people living in this area due to increased pollution from the number of trains, the increased pollution from the number of cars waiting for the trains to cross at Cuba and Ela roads, the vibrations of houses because of the proximity of houses to the tracks, and noise.  Our subdivision is across from the Cuba Marsh forest preserve.  Increased pollution will affect the animals and plants living in the marsh that need clean fresh air.  Increased pollution will affect all, especially young children and the elderly – an increase in childhood asthma may be an outcome of the increase in train traffic that increases pollution in the area.  The vibrations our houses experience today with five trains a day will be increased four times with twenty trains per day.  What will be the long-term impact to the structural stability of the foundations of our houses due to the increase in train traffic? – especially the heavy freight traffic and mile long trains that are expected with Canadian National railroad.  Lastly, the noise will affect the wildlife and people in the area.  Currently, we can hear owls during the summer in the middle of the night.  Will the owls be scared away by the increased train noise due to night train traffic?  How many deer will be hit by trains given the increase in train traffic colliding with the thriving deer population in Cuba Marsh? And what about those nice summer nights when you want your windows open to hear the owls – the train traffic noise will prevent people from experiencing this enjoyment.  We hope that an environmental study is done and that the EPA and governments consider the impact of the EJ&E purchase by Canadian National given the arguments above.

