January 30, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423-0001

Attention:  Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing,

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am a resident of Barrington, Illinois and I am writing to you to voice my concern regarding the Canadian National’s (CN) proposed acquisition of the EJ&E Railway.   I understand that CN has proposed a project that would increase the volume of traffic by 20 trains per day with the potential to grow even larger over the next twenty years.  This exponential increase in rail traffic will result in a dramatic increase in public safety hazards, traffic congestion along with increases in noise and air pollution.

The proposed increase of 20 trains per day will literally block passage of emergency vehicles through our town for up to 3+ hours per day (20 trains x 10 minutes per crossing = 200 minutes /60).   This represents an intolerable risk to the members of our community in need of ambulance and /or fire fighting assistance.   Furthermore, the additional train traffic will significantly increase the risk of accidents at railroad crossings for pedestrians and vehicles.  Specifically, on any given day, I witness children crossing the tracks at Lake Zurich Road on their way to the newly constructed Citizens Park.  I sincerely believe that the increase in rail traffic will create an unacceptable risk to the children of our community – the risk is real as supported by two recent rail related fatalities in Barrington.  Also, please consider the fact that a large percentage of homes in Barrington are within 300 feet of the tracks and will be directly affected by the noise, pollution and safety issues.

The increase in rail traffic will also significantly increase pollution.  Specifically, twenty additional trains, each over one mile in length, will generate far more air and noise (whistles, exhaust & vibration) pollution compared to what we experience today.   Furthermore, idling cars waiting for the trains to pass will create considerable exhaust and noise pollution that will have an adverse affect on air quality within the village.  

These substantial delays, safety risks and increased environmental hazards will clearly have a detrimental impact on my family and community.   I believe these issues warrant serious consideration before you allow the Canadian Northern acquisition to move forward.    I trust that you and the board will thoroughly review Canadian National’s proposal for any and all negative impact on our community and environment.  I urge you to please not approve this proposal until you are certain that the risks mentioned above are mitigated.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susan L. Kilayko

667 Bent Ridge Lane

Barrington, IL 60010      

