Me RE REASSN

. e P
W E ARE «~£FT W T H

No REco®@RSE w il EN 1%
: |
TRANS CET BAckED]

LP on BARRINCTONY

?5}@?/& fﬁic‘i

-/
/j 2¢/ of

M:. Mitcheli J. Mazt
120 Wedgewogcii DL;T
Barrington. IL 60010

%

Surface Transportation Board
CN-EI&EEIS 57
Log and Distribase
Date Revd:
EDR Filz

I e

Scanncd (&

STA e e

Ce: Crix

P

EXR

rail crossings

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

An Tilinois law aimed at untan-
gling blocked railroad crossings—
iong the bane of frustrated motor-
igts and emergency responders—
was thrown out by the siate Su-
preme Court on Friday raising
fears that what 1ittle controliowns
have had over the problem will
now be lost.

The court ruled that the state
1aw and similar jocal ordinances,
such as those in Mundelein and
other communities, can’t prevent
trains from sitting at grade cross-
ings for long periods because fed-
eral authority trumps such 18-

strictions, even though there isno.

11.S. law limiting blockages.

The state law, passed in 1092 and
incorporated In local ordinances
across the stale, g}z‘ohibited trains
#from blockinga grade crossing for
more than 10 minutes unless the
srain was moving or could not be
cleared from the crossing for rea-
sons beyond its control.

In 2005, Mundelein tock the Wis-
consin Central railroad to Lake
County court and won a $14,000
fine after one of its trains blocked
the Hawley Sireet erossing for
more than 2Yacurs.

But both the Tilinois Appellate
Courtand the Supreme Courtsaid
the local law and ordinance had
overstepped federal authority

The court 5aid a 1994 federal law
gave the 11.8. secrstary of trans-
portation sversight of train move-
ment. )

wThe fact that there Isno specif-

e federal T governing Lo

the amount of time a standing
train may block 2 highway grade
crossing is jrrelevanttoour analy-
sig,” Justice Thomas Kithride
wrote in the court’s opinion.
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