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The Honorable Anne K . Quinlan, Acting Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-001

Docket # 35087
Canadian National Railway Company and Grand Trunk Corporation - Control-
EJ & E West Company

Dear Ms. Quinlan,

Below you will find a letter drafted and published on the City of Naperville's web site . 1
wholeheartedly agree with the statements it contains . However, I am inserting some personal
comments so that you will see how my family and neighborhood will be affected by this
proposed acquisition . I live in a large subdivision in Plainfield that currently has approximately
600 homes and will contain 1,300 homes at build out . Grande Park subdivision is about 2 miles
west of the rail line between 127` h St. and 135 th St. Because of our location at the southwestern
edge of the Chicago suburban area, most of the residents travel east and must cross the rail line
on their way to work each day . In order to access Interstate 55, we must cross the rail line .
There are thousands of people in the Plainfield, Naperville and Aurora areas who travel Interstate
55 every day on their commute to work . I personally work in Plainfield at Edward Hospital's
Immediate Care facility which is about '/4 mile east of the rail line. I have to cross this line on
my 3 mile commute to work each day . Currently, trains are infrequent and I am lucky enough
not to have been caught by them often . However, when I am caught, I am stuck! All crossings
to the north and south are at grade . There is no way to get around the train . Sometimes trains
even come to a complete stop on the tracks . It can be a 10 minute wait . The increase in traffic
that would result from this acquisition is unacceptable when cars have no alternative available to
them . Train traffic should not increase until an adequate number of overpasses are built to
provide automobile traffic a means of avoiding the train .

The CN projects rail traffic to increase from 15 .7 to 42.3 trains per day on the rail segment that
runs along Naperville's western boundary . This increased train traffic presents significant
challenges to the quality, of life of our residents and businesses. Until the following concerns are
addressed, I oppose the CN as currently structured :

• Traffic Congestion : At-grade crossings along the EJ & E are strategic links within the
region for the movement of residents,, employees and goods . US Route 34 (Ogden
Avenue) is a major state highway linking several communities and carrying
approximately 45,000 vehicles each day . The increase in train traffic will only increase
delay, congestion, and emissions at this intersection" unless the CN is forced to grade
separate the highest volume crossings along the line .

• STAR Line : Communities have invested millions of dollars in support of the STAR
Line commuter rail service which will decrease congestion in the region through
intersuburban commuter rail . The CN acquisition should not impact the future of the
STAR Line from a cost or feasibility perspective .



• Increased Train Traffic Noise : I am very concerned for the noise impacts based on
increased train traffic. This includes engine noise and surface vibration . The city is also
in the process of establishing a quiet zone and does not want to see the quiet zone status
at risk due to this transaction .

• Potential Costs to Communities and the State of Illinois : As currently proposed,
communities will face enormous costs to offset the impacts of the increase in train traffic .
The regions businesses and residents should not shoulder the costs of CN's operational
efficiency .

• Increased Frequency of Hazardous Material Hauling : CN's estimate of 43 carloads per
day growing to 380 carloads per day is a serious concern . The STB must ensure that the
CN's safety programs can effectively manage any hazardous materials issues .

The impacts to residents and businesses along the EJ & E line are real and should not be
dismissed through the consideration of this transaction . Please consider these concerns as a letter
of opposition to the CN acquisition of the EJ & E as currently structured .
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