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Increased train
traffic tops list
of concerns

By Cindy Wojdyla Cain -

STAFF WRITE
JOLIET —Retiree Bob Gard-

ner, of New Lenox, would ke to
sit on his deck; Took at his pond
and relax in his home, which is
nestled in the Liberty Square
subdivision.

That’s hard to do with trains
rumbling by on the Elgin, Joliet
and Eastern Railroad tracks, It’s
not so much the rumbling that’s
a problem — it’s the train whis.
tles.

Now Gardner worries that the
proposed sale of the EJ&E to
Canadian National Railway will
even further shatter the peace.
Canadian National plans to re-
route traffic around Chicago on
the “I.” which could more than
triple the number of traing on
the tracks each day.

Residents voice concern

Gardner and dozens of other
concerned Will County area
residents traveled to a public
meeting at the Jacob Henry
Mansion on Thursday to voice
their concerns about the pend-
ing sale. The ineeting was one
of seven “scoping” meetings or-
ganized by the U.S, Suriace

Transportation Board as partof
its environmental impact study
on the acquisition, Attendees
left verbal or written comments

th.at will help the STB deter- ]

mine which issuesto study. The
STB has the power to approve
or deny the acquisition,

Most of the residential devel-
opment in New Lenox is south
of the tracks, Gardner said. In-
creased train traffic will cut
those residents offfrom the pro-
posed new Silver Cross Hospi-
tal, proposed shopping centers
and the new Metra station,
which opene last year.

School buses bringing stu-
dentsto Lincoln-Way West High
School, which will openin 2009,
also would have to cross the
more congested railroad tracks,
he said, ‘
Cynthia Cole, of Joliet, attend-

i eeting er con-
cerns about an EJ&E offshoot
line that cuts through the east-
ern section of the city near
where she lives.

“Whatyou're going to have is
an increase in traffic accidents
and people trying to outrun the
train,” she said.

Trains and barges

Blocked train crossings will
cut East Side residents off
from hospitals and jobs, she
said. Also, the EJ&E track is
close to the bridges in down-
town Joliet, which means resi-
dents could be stopped by both

Iroad plan draws

Do you want to send in business news?
& E-mail: jbiz@scn1.com

& Fax: (815) 729-6059

B Questions: Call business page editor
Nick Reiher at (815) 729-6050

project manager, said about 40-
50 people had attended the af.
ternoon session of the meeting
(another was held from 6-8
p.m.).

“It's been a steady stream, a
good stream,” she said. “They
have come in the door knowing
what they wanted to say to us.”

Most attendees were con-
cerned with noise, emergency
response times and access to
hospitals.

The EJ&E stretches 198
miles from Waukegan in the
north to Gary, Ind., and South
Chicago in the east. In Wil
County, the EJ&E tracks run
through Plainfield, Crest Hill,
Joliet, New Lenox, Frankfort
and Mokena.

For future scoping meeting
dates and locations g0 to www.
stb.dot.gov. The STB also has
set up a hot line for more infor-

mation on the proposed acquisi-

fohn Lazzara (right), an engineer working on behalf of
area maps of Joliet with Willie Sellers {left) and Dwight

afternoon at the Jacob Henry Mansion.
that will accompany the salz of the EJ&E railroad.

trains and barges in the fu.
ture,

“You have bridges and you
have trains, in some areas with-
in five blocks of each other”

¥ Kevin Lederer, of Frankfort
said the EJ&F Line runs right

near his home through the
Prestwick subdivision. He fears

MICHAEL R. SCHMIDT/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
the service transportation board, goes over
Williams (center), both of }oiieg on Thursday

community in to view propesed changes

€ group i

an increase in train traffic will
force more vehicles onto the al-
ready congested U.S. 30 be-
cause it has a train overpass and
not a grade crossing. He also
worries about school buses
being able to safely navigate
more congested tracks.
But Lederer was realistic.

tion. The number is (800)
347-0689,

Written comments can be
sent to the Surface Transporta-
tion Board, 395 E. Street, SW,
Washington, D.C., 20423, Atten-
tion: Phillis Johnson-Ball, Envi-
ronmental Filing, STB, Finance
Docket No. 35087. The deadline

“My understanding is only a
handful of (railroad acquisition)
. cases in the United States have

not been approved,” he said. “S¢  is Feb. 1.

we're trying to gain as much . .

mitigation as we possibly can.” Reporter Cindy Wojdyla
. _ Cain may be reached at

‘Scoping meetings (815) 729-6044 or at

Phillis Johnson-Ball, a STB ccain@scni.com.
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Auditor honored

For the sixth consecutive
vear, Will County Auditor

Stenhan P Wahar CPA hag” -«

support,” Weber said. “The. o

bottom line is that Wil County
“1ax payers can count on the
Superior accuracy of our finan- ,

at the Will County Auditor's
visitors computer station; or it
can aiso be accessed on the
Auditor's Web site at www wili-

——_ L S —

“The CFRE process was
developed as a way to identify
- for the public and employers
_those individuals who pos-
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PLANS FOR TWO MORE INTERMODALS HAVE ALLEYE§ ON WILL COUNTY

By Cindy Wojdyla Cain
STAFF WRITER

ROMEOVILLE —Do you ever wonder why

Will County has become a global rail hub?
“We've got this big thing called Lake

Miichigan,” explained Michael Mullen, CEO

f CenterPoint Properties.

The existence of Lake Michigan has
orced railroad lines to skirt Chicago and
unnel south through the Will County re-
ion, Mullen said Thursday.

“Thisis the epicenter in the nation for rail
:affic,” Mullen said. ,

He made his remarks at Thursday’s Wiil
ounty Center for Economic Development’s
nnual Real Estate Forecast Luncheon, held
' Lewis University.

Lake Michigan is the reason Will County

is second only to the Los Angeles area in
terms of industrial growth, he said,

CenterPoint wants to take advantage of

Will County’s geography by building two
more intermodals, Mullen said. One would
be in Crete, the other south of Joliet.

An intermodal is 2 facility where cargo
containers are transferred from rail to truck
for regional distribution or truck to rail for
long distance shipping.

The 2,200-acre CenterPoint Intermodal
Center, which opened in Elwood five years
ago, is home to the extremely successful
BNSF Logistics Park-Ch icago. Now Center-
Point controls 3,858 acres of land south of
Joliet that it wants for CenterPoint Intermo-
dal North. C

% Turn tommkﬂ ,

ER

PHOTO MAP ébURTESY OF THE WILL COUNTY

CENTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Map of the proposed CenterPoint Intermodal Cen-

ter North
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that can be accomplished.”

From page A1 opmions,” said Jim Haller, the would be investing $3.5 billion
city’s director of Communityand g the county if the two new in-

The site is Surrounded by in- €conomic development, who at- termodals go through: $1 billion
dustry and the Autobahn Coup- tended the CED luncheon. “It’s i Elwood, $1.5 billion in Crete
try Club, Mullen said. The NEX going to take aJot of sittingdown ~ and $2 by ion south of Joljet.
intermodal would provide hup. and de}iberating.” Other states are vying for the
dreds ofjobs, growthe area’s tax City officials have major con- company’s vestment, saying,
base and take trucks off the cerns about the Proposed inter-  “Pjck us,” he warned. Byt Mul-

roads. modal’s impact op trafficand len sajd CenterPojnt would like
The land CenterPoint hag the low property taxes generat-  to stay in Will County along the
amassed is “ap incredibly tricky  ed by a raj] vard. Interstate 80 corridor,

site to develop,” Mullen sajd. Autobahn Presjdent Mark  “We believe Will County js at
About 28 percent of the landis Bageo Was more open to the jn.  the Crossroads of trade ”
unusable becayse water and termoda] project.
Power and gas lines rup through “Itcan work if we have proper Reporter Cindy Wojdyla
it, he explained. Screening,” he sajq. “We'd want Cain may be reached at

he city of Joliet is not Very  towork with them to make sure (815) 729-6044 or at

enthusiastic aboyt the proposal, oyr development is protected ccain@scn1.com,
—— “Sometimes there can be de- politics,” Biggert said.
GRANTS iy and (having the laptops) wi  POud

Upas said this was the first
help protect our officers and help time the sheriff’s office hag
From page A1 protect the county,” Kaupas said sought federal grant money,

Biggert saig she secured the I think we were kind of

“This is the ope WeweTein  gran with support from fellow  spoiled by getting a] three. Now
dire need of » Kaupas said. The Republican Rep. Jerry Weller  we'll be back for more,” he told
computers will allow deputies and Democratjc Sens. Dick Biggert.
instant access to law enforce. Durbin and Barack Obama, .
mentdata Systems, 911 dispatch- “Everyone understood how Reporter Brian Stanley
ing and navigational software important these grants are to €an be reached at (815)
without having to rely on radio the safety ang security of oyr 729-6079 or ’

ommunicatiop, community, which goes beyond bstanley@scn1 .com. i
i
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hild ID event today Midlang. Warkers Loca 444, You've he-ard the news lat{:ely about
: . The free program includes problems in the mortgage industry. Noy
JOLIET — An lilinois Chilig The event is Sp on§0red by & color photo of the child, a many homehbuyers are Concerned about
lentification Program event the Matteson Masc;»mc Lodge, - fecerded interview, a DA - making the right decisions when they
illbe at 9 a.m, today at the the Eiwood Masonic Lodge, Sample taken through 5 saliva finance their home of refinance an exis

dliet Masonic Temple, 350 N.  Laborers Loca! 75 ang Iron cheek swap and fingerprints, mortgage,

A mortgage is one of the largest financi:
transactions mogt people ever make, so ;
take the time to make sure your mortga
will be a safe ang secure choice,

Bank of Shorewood has been financing :
~ home loans in wi County for more tharf
25 years, and we still are today, q

We can help you identify ail the options
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JOLIET MEETINGS TO LOOK AT IMPACT OF PLANNED EJ&E ACQUISITION

T00 MANY TRAINS?

127 A\

By Bob Okon
STAFF WRITER

That train could be a-comin’
about every half-hour at certain
crossings in Joliet and Plainfield if
a railroad merger goes forward as
planned.

Canadian National Railway’s
planned acquisition of the Elgin, Jo-
iet & Eastern line is the topic of
»ublic information and input meet-
ngs today in Joliet.

One topic on a lot of people’s
ninds is the train traffic that Cana-
ian National could bring. ‘

EJ&E railroad crossings north of
1€ company railyard in Joliet would
e 45 trains a day instead of the 18
ains that go through daily now, ac-
rding to CN projections,

That would be a train every 32
inutes, said Colin Duesing, along-
nge planner for Wil County,
richis developing its own study of
: potential impact of CN’s plan,
Currently, a train is at those
»ssings about once every hour | SR i “o ; s
ijn‘fggfg‘:&i’)gscor ding to the MICHAEL R. SCHMIDT/STA J- PHOTOGRAPHER
Wé; don't have a f;irmal position A grain crosses Division Street. on the F)&E railfaad l_ine \}'ednesday ?ftemoon in Joliet. EJ&E is in the process of
the mergen),” Duesin gsaid. Byt  Peing bought by Canadian National Railway, which might increase railroad traffic through Joliet.

county is preparing its own im-- )

study to present to federal Tég-  ments about how expanded train  The Division Street crossingalsois Lenox and Frankfort, where village

rs who eventually must OK the operations might affect life in Will

a connector route to Joliet’s main officials have voiced concern about
rer. County. retail district around the Westfield the, impact, on its way to Cook
eanwhile, the public can find The CN plan will have variedim-  Louis Joliet mall, ‘ County and Indiana,
more about the merger and  pact at different crossings in Joliet, The Essington Road crossing The eastbound crossings also

L out potential problems that said James Haller, director of com-  north’of the mall area also is likely  will see an increase in trains, ac-
ld be examined at what are munity and economic development  to see a large impact, Haller said,  cording to the CN plan.

d “scoping meetings.” There for the city, Joliet crossings east of the EJ&E The current rate of six trains a
va today in the ballroom at the “Our biggest effect will probably  yard include spots at Woodruff day would increase to 28. That
' Henry Mansion, 15S. Rich-  be at Division Street behind the Road, Washington Street, Rowell  would mean a train every hour and
st. in Joliet. The meetingsare Toys “R” Us warehouse,” said Avenue, Mills Road and Spencer 51 minutes instead of the current
m. and 6-8 p.m. People can  Haller, pointing to one of the cross- Road.

and go, and offer written com- ings north of the EJ&E railyard, The line than continues into New % Turn to TRAINS, A2

B e — e
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' LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

. Humanists, religious ignore misery
¢ InaDec.31 Common Sense column,

¢ Rey Flores still shows no compassion

- for fetuses faced with an unwanted
childhood ina rough, careless, over-
stressed world. He forgets life is a gam-
ble. Both humanists and the religious
get so enthusiastic about life that they

¢ ignore the catastrophes and other

. causes of misery that most lives include.
¢ Without happiness, life is only a burden.
: Unwanted fetuses have much less happi-
- nessin prospect than others,

! Itmustalso be said that Flores fails to
| understand that a fetus is alive only in
the sense that fingernails and other
kinds of epidermis are aljve, In accor-

gy

Hosea 9:14, that the Christian-Muslim
deity sometimes welcomes human mis-
carriages. In fact, 13:16 callously sug-
gests cruel treatment for pregnant
women of a nation’s enemy.

In any case, it is important that he or
she was wanted, and that the parents
are proud and pleased to have the child,
This would obviously not be the case
with a birth that has been denied an
abortion for doctrinal reasons,

Harry E. Mongold
Manhattan

 There’s always one you forget

- Nothing new: you pack away your

~ Christmas decorations, then find one

- you forgot. Happens every January just
like clockwork.
Raymond F, Stoiber
Joliet

Thanks to guardian angel
{  OnJan. 10,1 had a problem with my

car in the Jewel parking lot on Larkin
Avenue in Joliet. A very kind man came
over to the car to help me out. ] was very

nervous, as this had never happened to

dance with this, he can find in the Bible ®

me before, and I couldn’t remember
phone numbers of relatives who could
pick me up. He kindly let me use his cell
phone numerous times to try to contact
someone. He also recommended a near-
by auto shop to call.

He stayed with me until a relative
came to take me home, and the auto
shop came to tow my car. On this day,
he was truly my guardian angel, and
being a little shook up, I never thought
to ask his name. He knows who he is,
and I want to thank him very much. His
kindness is appreciated.

Nam held

Center will create pollution

Not only is Crete going to put in an in-
termodal facility, the village plans to
annex 4,000 acres of Beecher’s Wash-
ington Township into the village of
Crete.

When the Beecher and Crete inter-
modals go in with the airport and Illiana
Expressway, this will put 3,000 more
trucks on local roads — traffic is ex-
pected to double in 10 years. This will
be the most polluted, dangerous area in
the county with 4,100 truck accidents a
year and tons of pollutants put out by
trucks and aircraft.

Trucks will go south on Ilinois 1from
the Illiana Expressway at Interstate 394
to take the Peotone blacktop to Inter-
state 57. A load limit makes Goodenow
Road unusable,

These trucks will bring in more Chj-
nese products — even 73 percent of our
Vitamin C is made there.

Under the free trade acts, our trade
deficit is $900 billion. The total U.S.
debt is approaching $10 trillion. Our
taxes are used to pay the interest of $94
billion. Illinois debt is $106 billion.

Trucks consume 45 billion gallons of
fuel each year, creating 450 tons of car-

~

--"Bob Carter

bon dioxide and carbon nanoparticles.
When trucks idle waiting for loads, they
consume 2 billion tons of fuel producing
1 million tons of carbon dioxide, 80,000
tons of nitrous oxide, and 5,000 tons of
carbon nanoparticles,

More good U S. jobs will disappear.

* All of the American soldiers that fought

and died to stop communism are being
stabbed in the back by some politicians,
They are giving American jobs away. II-
linois has already lost 50,000 jobs. The
rich will become richer and the middle
class will disappear just as in commu-
nist countries.

What separates us from the animals
is that we are supposed to be able to
look into the future to avoid disasters,

The jrony of all this, the mayor of
C}:ete’z}srt(;le postmaster of Beecher.

Beecher

Learn to accept change

Decisions we make in our life are
never permanent. Life is constantly
changing and throwing new things our
way, and we have to decide whether to
accept or decline. A decision youmadea
month ago may have been good at the
time, but now circumstances have
changed and life is moving you into a
different direction.

As we all know, time stops for no one
and every day is an adventure. We can’t
look upon ourselves as having made a
Ppoor decision but a right decision at that
time in our life. Sometimes we just have
to recognize that life is ever changing;
adjust, modify and move forward. Ac-
cepting change gives us the chance to
learn and grow and allows us to be open
to new opportunities and experiences.

Michele Farkas
Shorewood




