Phillis Johnson-Ball






September 8, 2008
Surface Transportation Board

395 E. Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am contacting you regarding my strong opposition to the proposed Canadian National Railroad purchase of EJ&E tracks in the Chicago metropolitan area.  As a resident of the area nearby these tracks, I am concerned about the negative impact of this proposed action on many aspects of quality of life in the area.  These include but are not limited to the following:

· public safety around grade crossings that are currently congested with motor traffic.  Many of these crossings are in rapidly growing suburban communities whose motor vehicle traffic will also grow rapidly during the next few years

· future taxpayer burden to finance grade crossings improvements not paid for by CN but made necessary by this action
· the impact of motor vehicle gridlock on virtually all local activity caused by lengthy delays at crossings
· increased noise and vibration from increased rail traffic
· air quality impact
I have read the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for this proposed action and have concluded that these concerns are not adequately addressed in the document.  I wish to communicate my strong opposition to this action in its current form.  My support for this action could only be possible if it were to include CN financing of substantial crossing improvements and if the other concerns listed above are addressed.
Sincerely,

Joseph D Klevorn

