
MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC 
Transportation Solutions for the 21st Century 

2001 L Street NW, Suite 720 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins Telephone: (202) 663-7850 
wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net Direct: (202) 663-7823 
mullinslawgroup.net Facsimile: (202) 464-9123 

August 13, 2026 

VIA E-FILING 
Chief of Case Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Norfolk Southern Railway Company – Abandonment Exemption –In Scioto 
County, Ohio, AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X) 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F – Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR") is filing a verified abandonment of service notice of 
exemption permitting NSR to abandon rail service authority over an approximately 24.43-mile long 
rail line, extending from Milepost CT 80.57 +/- to approximately milepost CT 105.0 +/- in Scioto 
County, Ohio (the “Line”). A $5,300.00 filing fee has been paid via Pay.gov. If there are any 
questions about this matter, please contact me directly, either by telephone: at (202) 663-7823 or 
by email: at wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net.  If I am not available, you may also contact 
Michaela R. Bowles, who can be reached at (202) 663-7826 or by e-mail at 
mbowles@mullinslawgroup.net. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ William A. Mullins  

William A. Mullins 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NSR”) hereby submits this verified notice of exemption 

pursuant to 49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances) for NSR to 

abandon approximately 24.43 miles of rail line between milepost CT 80.57 +/- to approximately 

milepost CT 105.0 +/- (the “Line”) in Scioto County, Ohio.1 The Line has been out of service for over 

two years. Following abandonment, the Line’s rail and related track material will be salvaged, which 

will consist of removing the rail and track material from the existing roadbed. The contour of the 

existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage systems will remain intact. When the rail and 

track material are removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be 

removed, and no new soil disturbance will occur. No digging or burying of any kind will be 

undertaken as a result of the abandonment. Accordingly, NSR believes that no stormwater mitigation 

measures, including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit, will 

be required. All salvaged steel components will either be reused or sold as scrap. Crossties may be 

 
1 The western termination point of the Line is located on the border of Scioto and Adam Counties in 
Ohio.  



reused in other railroad operations, or they will be disposed of in accordance with applicable federal 

and state laws and regulations.  

The Line traverses the United States Postal Zip Code territories of 45662, 45652, 45663, 

45660, 45671 and 45657. The entirety of the Line is located within Scioto County, Ohio. No customers 

have been served on the Line for over two years. 

Per the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d), NSR provides the following 

information in support of this notice of abandonment of service: 

Certification:  49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b) 

NSR certifies that the Line satisfies the criteria for abandonment under the exemption 

provisions at 49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpart F. See Exhibit A, Certification of Michael McClellan, Vice 

President, NSR. During the past two years, no local traffic has moved over the Line and any overhead 

traffic on the Line can be rerouted over other lines, and no formal complaint filed by a user of rail 

service on the Line (or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding 

cessation of service over the line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has 

been decided in favor of the complainant within the 2-year period.   

Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2) 

The proposed abandonment and discontinuance of service will both be consummated on or 

after October 2, 2026 (50 days after filing the notice of exemption). 

Additional Information Required:  49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.22(a)(1)-(4), (7)-(8) and (e)(4) 

Exact name of applicants (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1)): 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

Whether applicants are common carriers by railroad (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(2)): 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company  is a common carrier railroad subject to the Board’s 

jurisdiction under 49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV. 



 

Relief sought (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(3)): 

NSR, as owner of the Line, has elected to invoke the Board’s class exemption procedures to 

abandon the Line, Pursuant to this notice of exemption, NSR hereby invokes the Board’s two-year-out-

of-service class exemption procedures to abandon rail service over an approximately 24.43-mile-long 

rail line, extending from Milepost CT 80.57 +/-, near the Scioto County/Adams County Line in Ohio, 

to approximately milepost CT 105.0 +/- near Portsmouth Ohio, OH. All of the track is located in 

Scioto County, Ohio. The Line traverses the United States Postal Zip Code territories 45662, 45652, 

45663, 45660, 45671 and 45657. 

Map (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(4)): 

A detailed map showing the location of the Line is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

Applicant’s representatives (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(7)): 

NSR’s representatives to whom correspondence should be sent are as follows: 

  William A. Mullins  
  Spencer M. Naake  
  Michaela R. Bowles 
  MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC 
  2001 L St., NW, Suite 720 
  Washington, DC  20036 
  Tel: (202) 663-7831 
 
USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(8)): 
 
The Line is located in the following United States Postal Zip Code territories: 45662, 45652, 

45663, 45660, 45671 and 45657. 

Suitability of the Line for Other Public Purposes (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(e)(4)): 

NSR ownership of the right-of-way underlying the Line proposed for abandonment is mixed, 

with a combination of mostly fee simple with other parcels held via easement; thus, NSR may have a 

corridor available for redeployment of alternative public use(s). However, NSR is currently in 

discussions with Scioto County concerning possibly establishing a trail over the Line. The Line does 



 

not contain any federally granted right-of-way. As appropriate, NSR is willing to promptly make 

available any information in their possession to anyone so requesting it.  

Labor Protection 

 Because the Line has been inactive for over two years, no railroad employees will be adversely 

affected by the exercise of abandonment authority. Nevertheless, NSR’s employees who may be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective 

conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line R. Co – Abandonment – Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

Certifications 

 Attached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Service and Publication certifying compliance 

with the advance notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) 

and 49 C.F.  R. § 1105.12, respectively. Attached as part of Exhibit D is a certificate of compliance 

with the advance notice requirements for Environmental and Historic Reports (“E&HR”) as set forth at 

49 C.F.R. § 1105.11. 

Environmental and Historic Report 

 As is reflected in the certificate of compliance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (see 

Exhibit D), NSR has prepared a combined E&HR in anticipation of the proposed abandonment, which 

conforms to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. A copy of the E&HR is attached 

hereto as Attachment 1 to Exhibit D (§ 1105.11 certification). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                  Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ William A. Mullins  
 

Hanna M. Chouest 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION 
650 West Peachtree St., NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308 
Tel:  (470) 571-5208 
 
 
August 13, 2026 

               William A. Mullins 
                Spencer M. Naake  
                Michaela R. Bowles 
                    MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC 
                2001 L St., NW  
                Suite 720 
                Washington, DC  20036 
                Tel:   (202) 663-7831 
 
               Attorneys for Norfolk Southern Railway                  
               Company  

  



 

BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 
__________________ 

 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

– ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION – 
IN SCIOTO COUNTY, OHIO 

___________________ 
 

AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X) 
___________________ 

 
VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT  

___________________ 
 
 

VERIFICATIONS



Verification 

I, Michael McClellan, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR") hereby verify 
under penalty of perjury that to the best of my knowledge, the foregoing jointly filed abandonment 
notice of exemption are true and correct. Further, I certify that I am qualified and authorized to make 
such verification on behalf of NSR in connection with this proceeding before the Surface 
Transportation Board. 

Executed this 11th day of August, 2026 

1J.111// 
Michael McClellan 
Vice President 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAIL WAY COMP ANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN SCIOTO COUNTY, OHIO 

AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X) 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT A 

CERTIFICATION 



CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA: 

ss: 

CITY OF ATLANTA: 

Michael McClellan makes oath and says that he is Vice President for Norfolk Southern 

Railway Company ("NSR"); that the approximately 24.43-mile long rail line, extending from 

Milepost CT 80.57 +/- to Milepost CT 105.0 +/- in Scioto County, Ohio (the "Line"), over which 

service is to be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction; that no local traffic has 

moved over the Line for at least two (2) years and any overhead traffic on the Line can be 

rerouted over other lines and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Line 

( or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of 

service over the line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been 

decided in favor of the complainant withm ii2M 
Michael McClellan 

Subscribed and sworn to before 
• , 2026. 

My commission expires: 

Okesia Ethridge 
NOTARY PUBLIC . 

S aiding County, Georgia 
My Co~mission Expires 12/16/2028 

Vice President 
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EXHIBIT C 
 

CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE/PUBLICATION 



 

Certificate of Service of Advance Notice 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) – Notice 
 
 I certify that, on August 3, 2026 , in keeping with 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), I caused the 

following parties to be served with the written notice of intent of Norfolk Southern Railway 

Company to invoke the Board’s notice of exemption procedures to abandon rail service over an 

approximately 24.43 miles of rail line between milepost CT 80.57 +/- to approximately milepost 

CT 105.0 +/- (the “Line”) in Scioto County, Ohio.1 I further certify that the Line does not contain 

any federally granted right-of-way. 

Public Service Commission, et al. 
 
Jennifer French, Chair 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio  
180 E Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Matthew Dietrich, Executive Director 
Ohio Rail Development Commission   
Ohio Department of Transportation  
1980 West Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43223 
 
Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation 
Engineering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program) 
 
Sean Neef 
Headquarters Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
Railroads for National Defense Program 
1 Soldier Way, Rm 3129 
Scott AFB, IL 62225-5006 
 
The National Park Service, Recreation Resources Assistance Division 
 
Mr. Bob Ratcliffe, Chief 
Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 

 
1 The western termination point of the Line is located on the border of Scioto and Adam 
Counties in Ohio. 



 

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C. Street NW, Room 1344 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service 
 
Tom Schultz, Chief 
Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 
 
August 13, 2026   /s/ William A. Mullins 
 

William A. Mullins 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company  

 



 

Certificate of Newspaper Publication 
 

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 – Newspaper Notice 

 I certify that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service” was published in the form 

prescribed by the Board for abandonment notices of exemption (49 C.F.R. § 1105.12).  The 

notice was published one time on August 1, 2026, in Portsmouth Daily Times, a newspaper of 

general circulation in Scioto County, Ohio. 

 

August 13, 2026                /s/   William A. Mullins 
      William A. Mullins  

   Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company  
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF OHIO SS 

COUNTY OF SCIOTO, TO-WIT 

_Elisha Queen ___ _, Classified Advertising Representative of 

PORTSMOUTH DAILY TIMES, a bi-weekly newspaper of general circu ation, in the 

County of Scioto, State of Ohio, hereby certify that the annexed pub ication was 

inserted in said newspaper____________ \ 

The cost of publishing said annexed advertisement as aforesaid was f 268.40. 

Commencing On : August 1, 2026 

Ending on: August 1, 2026 

Given under my hand this day 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

Notary Public of, in and for Scioto County, Ohio 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 
__________________ 

 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

– ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION – 
IN SCIOTO COUNTY, OHIO 

___________________ 
 

AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X) 
___________________ 

 
VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT  

___________________ 
 
 

EXHIBIT D 
 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

REQUIREMENTS 



 

Certificate of Compliance 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 – Advance Distribution of Environmental and Historic Report 
 

I hereby certify that, on June 3, 2026, a copy of  Norfolk Southern Railway Company’s 
Consolidated Environmental and Historic Report for the proposed abandonment encompassed by 
AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), accompanied by a transmittal letter conforming to the requirements of 
49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, was served upon the following entities as prescribed by 49 C.F.R. § 
1105.7(b) and 1105.8(c) (copies of the transmittal letters are also appended hereto as part of 
Attachment 1): 

Mr. Scottie Powell 
Commissioner – Scioto County 
602 Seventh Street – Room 310 
Portsmouth, OH 45662 

Mark Johnson, Chief 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Division of Surface Water 
P. O. Box 1049 
Columbus, OH 43216-1049 
 

Scioto County Engineering Office 
602 Seventh Street – Room 401 
Portsmouth, OH 45662 

Deborah L. Beck, P.E.  
Acting Chief 
Office of Coastal Management 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
2514 Cleveland Road East 
Huron, OH 44839 
 

Harry Kallipolitis, Chief Community Officer 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Southeast District Office 
2195 Front Street 
Logan, OH 43138 

Kasey Taylor 
Regional Conservationist – Northeast Region 
USDA National Resources Conservation Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW #5109-S 
Washington D.C. 20250 

Anne Vogel 
Regional Administrator, Region 5 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604 

John Wilson 
Ohio State Conservationist 
200 North High Street Room 422 
Columbus, OH 43215-2469 

Bert Frost 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 
 

Will Meeks 
Regional Director, Midwest Region 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Boulevard West, Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 
 

Communications and Outreach Branch, 
NOAA, N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD  20910-3282 

Colonel Jayson Putman 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Commander, Huntington Regulatory District 
502 Eighth Street 
Huntington, WV 25701 



 

 

 
      /s/ William A. Mullins    
      William A. Mullins  

   Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company  
    

   
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Deirdre Hewitt  
National Park Service  
Rivers and Trails Conservation Program  
Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Building  
100 Alabama Street, SW  
Atlanta, GA, 30303 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20460 
 

 
Diana Welling, Director 
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office  
800 E. 17th Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43211 

Bob Ratcliffe, Chief 
Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C. Street NW, Room 1344 
Washington, DC 20240 
 

 
Jennifer French, Chair 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio  
180 E Broad St.  
Columbus, OH 43215 

 
Mayor Charlotte Gordon 
City Council 
728 2nd St,  
Portsmouth, OH 45662 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER 
  



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

_______________________________________________________________ 

AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X) 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
PROPOSED ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 

IN SCIOTO COUNTY, OHIO 
______________________________________________________________

Environmental and Historic Report 

William A. Mullins  
Spencer M. Naake  
Michaela R. Bowles 
MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC 
2001 L St., N.W., Suite 720  
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Tel.: (202) 663-7831 
Attorneys for Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company  

June 3, 2026 (Originally distributed), Revised August 3, 2026 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

_______________________________________________________________ 

AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X) 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
PROPOSED ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 

IN SCIOTO COUNTY, OHIO 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Environmental and Historic Report 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NSR”)  submits this DRAFT Environmental and 

Historic Report pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d), respectively, in 

connection with NSR’s proposed abandonment of approximately 24.43 miles of rail line near or 

about milepost CT 80.57 +/-  and near or about milepost CT  105.0 +/- (the “Line”) in Scioto 

County, Ohio.  

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1)  

Proposed Action and Alternatives 

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if   
any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in 
current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the 
proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

RESPONSE:  NSR proposes to abandon approximately 24.43 miles of rail line between 

the following mileposts:  near or about milepost CT 80.57 +/- and near or about milepost CT 

105.0 +/- (the “Line”) in Scioto County, Ohio.1 There are fourteen (14) structures (bridges) on 

the Line.  

1 The western termination point of the Line is located on the border of Scioto and Adams County in Ohio. 



No customers have been served on the Line in over ten years.2 Following abandonment, 

the Line’s rail and related track material will be salvaged.  Salvage will consist of removing the 

rail, crossties, and railroad appurtenances from the existing roadbed.3  The contour of the 

existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage systems will remain intact.  When the 

rail and track material are removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface.  

No ballast will be removed, and no new soil disturbance will occur.  No digging or burying of 

any kind will be permitted.  Accordingly, NSR believes that no storm water mitigation measures 

– including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit – will 

be required.  All salvaged steel components will either be reused or sold as scrap.  Crossties may 

be reused in other railroad operations, or they will be disposed of in accordance with applicable 

federal and state laws and regulations.      

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the Line and retain the track in place.  

This alternative is not satisfactory.  NSR would continue to incur opportunity and other holding 

costs that would need to be covered by non-existent shippers were the Line to be retained.   

A map depicting the Line is attached as Appendix A.  An example of the letter sent to 

federal, state and local government agencies along with a list of the consulting agencies NSR has 

contacted is attached as Appendix B.  Comments received as a result of NSR’s written requests 

for feedback can be found in Appendix C.   A listing of the structures on the line is contained in 

Appendix D. Topographical Maps and Color Photographs are included in Appendix E.  

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system 

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems and 
patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other 

 
2 See Norfolk Southern Railway Company – Discontinuance of Service Exemption – In Adams and 
Scioto Counties, Ohio, AB 290 (Sub No. 373X) (STB served December 3, 2014). 
3 The fourteen (14) structures (bridges) will be left intact and in place.  



transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 
 
 RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems 

and patterns are negligible.  There is no rail freight or passenger traffic originating or terminating 

on the Line.   

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use 

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of the 
official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed action is 
consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 
 

RESPONSE:  An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the Scioto 

County (the “County”) Commissioners and the County Engineer, which were asked to comment 

on the consistency of the proposed abandonment with existing land use plans. A copy of this 

E&HR was also mailed to the County on June 3, 2026. See Appendix B.  In a correspondence 

received on July 9, 2025, the County Engineer provided a response indicating that the proposed 

abandonment “fits into the County’s long-range plans as long as the abandoned line is a ‘Rails to 

Trails’ projects as previously discussed by both Norfolk Southern and Scioto County.”4 The 

County Engineer further requested advisement of the removal of any existing electrical or 

communication poles and lines that would run parallel to the Line as a lack of removal of the 

poles will be a detriment to the County’s long-range plans for the Line. Copies of the respective 

response from the County Engineer is included in Appendix C. At the time of this filing, NSR 

has not received a response from the County Commissioners.  

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the 
proposed action on any prime agricultural land.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

RESPONSE: The abandonment is not anticipated to have any adverse impact on prime 

agricultural land. Consultation was requested from the United States Department of Agriculture 

 
4 As mentioned below, Norfolk Southern and Scioto County are in discussions regarding the Lines use as a trail.  



Natural Resources Conservation Service (“USDA NRCS”), as well as the State Conservationist 

of Ohio, through an initial letter dated June 30, 2025. A copy of this E&HR was also mailed to 

USDA NRCS on June 3, 2026. See Appendix B.  

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the coastal 
zone information required by Sec. 1105.9. 
 

RESPONSE: Not applicable. Consultation was requested from Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources (“OH DNR”) Office of Coastal Management through an initial letter dated 

June 30, 2025.  A copy of this E&HR was also mailed to the OH DNR on June 3, 2026. See 

Appendix B. In correspondence received on July 7, 2025, OH DNR confirmed, “The project 

location is not within or near Ohio’s designated coastal zone. A Federal Consistency review is 

not required for this project.” A copy of the OH DNR response is included in Appendix C. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable 
for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why. 
 
 RESPONSE: NSR ownership of the right-of-way underlying the Line proposed for 

abandonment is mixed, with a combination of mostly fee simple with other parcels held via 

easement; thus, NSR may have a corridor available for redeployment for alternative public use(s) 

under 49 U.S.C. § 10905.  The Line does not contain any federally granted right-of-way. NSR is 

actively engaged in discussions with Scioto County regarding the Line’s use as a trail. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy 
 
(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources. 
 

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be affected by 

the abandonment. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be affected by 



the abandonment. There is no rail freight or passenger traffic originating or terminating on the 

Line. 

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy 
efficiency and explain why. 

 
RESPONSE: The proposed action will not result in any material impact in overall energy 

efficiency. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: 
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or  
(B)  An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, 

quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and methodology 
used to arrive at the figure given.   
 

RESPONSE: The diversion of traffic to motor carriers will not exceed the thresholds set 

forth at 49 CFR §1105.7(e)(4) as no diversions will occur.  Accordingly, there is no need to 

produce data on diverted traffic or to quantify the net change in energy consumption. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air 
 
(i) If the proposed action will result in either:  

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the 
proposal, or  

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or  

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air 
emissions. 
 
 RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and 
will result in either:  

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,  

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), 
or  

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected increased 
emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan. 



 
 RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.   

(iii)  If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is 
contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices 
(including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on 
derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the 
likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or 
derailment. 
 
 RESPONSE: Not applicable. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(6) Noise 
 
If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state whether the 
proposed action will cause:  

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or  
(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.  

If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these 
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 
 
 RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7) Safety 
 
(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including vehicle 
delay time at railroad grade crossings). 
 

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the Line will have no adverse impact on public health and 

safety. 

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; 
the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to 
form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the 
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous 
spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental 
release of hazardous materials. 
 

RESPONSE: Not applicable. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known 
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of 
hazardous materials involved. 
 



RESPONSE: NSR has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 

been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way or in adjacent areas. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(8) Biological Resources 
 
(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed 
action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 
critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 
 

RESPONSE: NSR requested input from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) 

to ascertain any impacts to surrounding habitats and species via an initial letter sent on June 30, 

2025.  In correspondence received on July 14, 2025, via email, the USFWS stated they had no 

comment on the project.  A copy of this E&HR was also mailed to the USFWS on June 3, 2026. 

A copy of the correspondence from USFWS is included in Appendix C.   

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 
affected, and describe any effects. 
 

RESPONSE: The Line does appear to pass through Scioto Brush Creek State Nature 

Preserve; however, no adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, national parks or forests, or state 

parks or forests are anticipated.  Consultation from the U.S. National Parks Service has been 

requested to confirm via an initial letter sent on June 30, 2025. A copy of this E&HR was also 

mailed to the U.S. National Parks Service on June 3, 2026. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water 
 
(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed action is 
consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any 
inconsistencies. 
 

RESPONSE: The abandonment is consistent with applicable water quality standards. The 

proposed action will not remove or alter the contour of the roadbed underlying the Line to be 

abandoned by way of excavation or other ground-disturbance activity.  Accordingly, no soils will 

be disturbed as a result of the proposed abandonment, and no storm water mitigation measures – 



including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit – will be 

required.  There are no plans to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill materials 

in connection with the proposed abandonment, so, for this reason also, the proposed 

abandonment will not result in water quality impacts.  

Consultation was requested from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (“Ohio 

EPA”) via an initial letter dated June 30, 2025.  In its July 15, 2025, response, the Ohio EPA 

confirmed, “[t]he Division of Surface Water (DSW) has reviewed the proposed action and 

determined it is consistent with Federal and State water quality standards.” A copy of this E&HR 

was also mailed to the Ohio EPA on June 3, 2026. A copy of the response from Ohio EPA is 

included in Appendix C. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits under 
section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed action and 
whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected.  Describe the effects. 
 

RESPONSE: No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent wetlands 

are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment.  The geometry of the roadbed will 

not be altered, and no in-stream work is contemplated.  Consultation was requested from the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers (“USACE”) on June 30, 2025. At the time of this filing, NSR has not 

received a response from the USACE. A copy of this E&HR was also mailed to USACE on June 

3, 2026. 

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are 
required for the proposed action. 
 

RESPONSE: The proposed action will not remove or alter the roadbed underlying the Line to 

be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials.  There will be no 

excavation or other ground-disturbance activity, and, because no soils will be disturbed, no storm 

water mitigation measures – including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 



System permit – will be required.  NSR anticipates that the abandonment will not affect water quality 

and that additional permitting under Section 402 will not be required.   

NSR requested input from OH DNR and the Ohio EPA.  In the same correspondence received 

from the Ohio EPA on July 15, 2025, Ohio EPA confirmed that a permit will not be required for this 

project. A copy of the response from Ohio EPA is included in Appendix C. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation 

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, indicating 
why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 
 

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the Line is not expected to produce adverse environmental 

impacts for the reasons set forth above.  Only minimal physical activity may occur as a result of 

the proposed abandonment, such as removal of rail, crossties, and other railroad appurtenances.  

NSR will undertake all reasonable mitigation associated with these activities as directed by the 

Board to assure the abandonment does not produce adverse environmental impacts. 



HISTORIC REPORT 

49 CFR 1105.8(d) 

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

NSR proposes to abandon and over approximately 24.43 miles of rail line between the 

following mileposts:  near or about milepost CT 80.57 +/- and near or about milepost CT 105.0 

+/- (the “Line”) in Scioto County, Ohio. There are fourteen (14) structures (bridges) on the Line. 

No customers have been served on the Line in over ten (10) years.5  Following 

abandonment, the rail and related track material will be salvaged.  Salvage will consist of 

removing the rail and track material from the existing roadbed.  The contour of the existing 

roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage systems will remain intact.  When the rail and 

track material are removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface.  No ballast 

will be removed, and no new soil disturbance will occur.  No digging or burying of any kind will 

be permitted.  Accordingly, NSR believes that no storm water mitigation measures – including, 

but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit – will be required.  

All salvaged steel components will either be reused or sold as scrap.  Crossties may be reused in 

other railroad operations, or they will be disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and 

state laws and regulations.  The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the Line and retain 

the track in place.  This alternative is not satisfactory.  NSR would continue to incur opportunity 

and other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent shippers were the Line to 

be retained.   

A map depicting the Line proposed for abandonment is attached in Appendix A. 

5 See Norfolk Southern Railway Company – Discontinuance of Service Exemption – In Adams and 
Scioto Counties, Ohio, AB 290 (Sub No. 373X) (STB served December 3, 2014).  



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

(1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map – U.S.G.S. topographic maps depicting the location of the 

proposed abandonment are attached Appendix E. These topographic maps were furnished to the 

State of Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”), also known as the Ohio History 

Connection (“OHC”) as part of a complete copy of this report on June 3, 2026.  

(2) Written Description of Right of Way – The right-of-way width varies along the 

corridor, but it is generally 100 feet wide along the main track centerline (50 feet from centerline 

each side).  The right-of-way is in Scioto County, Ohio. Pursuant to Surface Transportation 

Board policy, the railroad right-of-way will constitute the Area of Potential Effect (“APE”) for 

this undertaking. 

(3) Photographs – There are fourteen (14) structures, all bridges, on the Line. Photographs 

of the structures are included in Appendix E. 

(4) Date of Construction of Structures – As stated in Appendix D, the fourteen (14) 

structures (bridges) were constructed between the early 1900’s through to 1989. A bridge list is 

attached as Appendix D.  

(5) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated – The Line proposed for 

abandonment is near or about milepost CT 80.57 +/- and near or about milepost CT 105.0 +/- in 

Scioto County, Ohio.  

 The Line was originally part of the construction plans for the Cincinnati, Batavia, and 

Williamsburg Railroad Company, which was founded in 1876 to connect the cities of Cincinnati, 

Ohio and Williamsburg, Ohio.6 In the same year, the name of the line was changed to the 

 
6 Pierce Township, Great Bradbury Road Trainwreck of 1885, https://piercetownship.org/history/great-
bradbury-road-trainwreck-of-1885/; Ron Hill, Bicentennial Batavia’s Railroads: Norfolk and Western, 
 



Cincinnati & Eastern Railroad (“C&E”), which ultimately led to the change in the line's terminus 

location to Portsmouth, Ohio.7 Construction of the main line was completed in 1884; however, 

C&E opened sections of the line upon their competition beginning in 1877.8 C&E’s mainline 

consisted of 102 miles of single-track, narrow-gauge railroad that connected Idlewild, Ohio to 

Portsmouth, Ohio, as well as 15 miles of branch line connecting the Richmond Junction to New 

Richmond, Ohio.9 The Cincinnati & Eastern Railroad operated until 1887 when it was sold at 

foreclosure auction to the Ohio and North Western Railroad Company (“O&NW”).10 O&NW 

was incorporated in 1886 and purchased the main line of C&E at foreclosure sale on January 5, 

1887.11 After acquiring the line, O&NW changed the line from narrow to standard gauge and 

constructed a 5.50 mile extension of the line connecting Portsmouth to Sciotoville, Ohio.12 

O&NW operated until 1890, until it succumbed to foreclosure and was ultimately acquired by 

the Investment Company of Philadelphia, and was reorganized as the Cincinnati, Portsmouth and 

Virginia Railroad Company.13 The Cincinnati, Portsmouth and Virginia Railroad Company 

ultimately merged with the Norfolk and Western Railway Company (“N&W”) in 1901 and 

operated under N&W until 1982, when N&W merged with the Southern Railway Company to 

form Norfolk Southern Railway. 

 

 
Feb. 13, 2014, https://www.clermontsun.com/2014/02/13/bicentennial-batavia%E2%80%99s-railroads-
norfolk-and-western 26 I.C.C. Valuation Rep. 1, 306 (1929). 
7 Id. 
8 26 I.C.C. Valuation Rep. 1, 374 (1929). 
9 Id.  
10 Id. at 372. 
11 Id. The 15 miles of C&E’s branch line was purchased by other parties and subsequently abandoned.  
12 Id.  
13 26 I.C.C. Valuation Rep. 1, 305 (1929) 



 

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for 

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic – While plans may be available for 

the fourteen (14) structures (bridges) on the Line, it is most likely that any such plans are 

standard plans used for the construction of similar structures on the dates of construction. 

(7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic Places 

Based on available information, none of the 14 structures (bridges), either individually or 

collectively, nor the Line itself, meets the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 

Places. Further, NSR has no reason to believe that archaeological resources or historic properties 

are present within the Line proposed for abandonment. 

(8) USubsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological Recovery  

The railroad is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or environmental 

conditions that would affect archaeological recovery.  Moreover, abandonment of the Line and 

salvage of material from its surface will not affect any potential archaeological resources.  The 

subsurface of the right-of-way was originally disturbed in the construction of the Line by grading 

and filling.  Abandonment and salvage of the Line will not result in activities below the surface, 

or below the level of initial disturbance. 

(9) Folllow-Up InformationU – Additional information will be provided as appropriate. 
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       Scott Plum 
       Director – Strategic Planning 
Norfolk Southern Corporation     470 463 6627 
650 West Peachtree Street, NW     scott.plum@nscorp.com 
Atlanta, GA 30308 

 
June XX, 2026 

 
 
[ENTITY} 
 
RE:   AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment – Scioto 
County in Ohio 
 
[GREETING] 
 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“Norfolk Southern”) is considering the abandonment of its 
railroad line from Milepost CT 80.57 +/-, near the Scioto County/Adams County Line in Ohio, to 
Milepost CT 105.0 +/- near Portsmouth Ohio, OH (“Line”).  A map is included with this letter 
depicting the area under consideration. 
 
Following abandonment, the Line’s rail and related track material will be salvaged.  Salvage will 
consist of removing the rail and track material from the existing roadbed. The contour of the 
existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage systems will remain intact. When the rail 
and track material are removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No 
ballast will be removed and no new soil disturbance will occur (and, accordingly, no National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit will be required). No digging or burying of any 
kind will be permitted. All salvaged steel components will either be reused or sold as scrap. 
Crossties may be reused in other railroad operations or they will be disposed of in accordance 
with applicable federal and state laws and regulations.   
 
Should Norfolk Southern abandon the rail segment, the authorization of the Surface 
Transportation Board is required.  In addition, Federal Regulation 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(3)(i) 
requires Norfolk Southern to address the following statement: 
 
(i) “Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of the 
official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed action is 
consistent with existing land use plans.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 
 
Your consideration of our proposed action in conjunction with Scioto County’s long-range plans 
would be appreciated.  Please provide comments on how an abandonment of this particular rail 
segment would interact with such plans, and if possible, provide a planning map. 
 
 
 



As information, Norfolk Southern is in discussions with an entity regarding the future of this Line 
as a trail. 
 
Your response and questions can be directed to me by phone, email, or regular mail: 
  

Best regards, 
 
 
 
 

Scott D. Plum 
 
 
Attachment 
  



MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC 
Transportation Solutions for the 21st Century 

2001 L Street NW, Suite 720 
Washington, DC 20036 

 
William A. Mullins                        Telephone: (202) 663-7850 
wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net             Direct: (202) 663-7823 
mullinslawgroup.net         Facsimile: (202) 464-9123 
 
[ENTITY} 
 
RE:   AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment – Scioto 
County in Ohio 
 
 
[GREETING] 
 
 Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“Norfolk Southern”) plans to request authority from 
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) to abandon approximately 24.43 miles of its railroad 
line from Milepost CT 80.57 +/-, near the Scioto County/Adams County Line in Ohio, to 
Milepost CT 105.0 +/- near Portsmouth Ohio, OH (“Line”).  A map is included with this letter 
depicting the area under consideration. The Line is entirely within United States Zip Codes 
45662, 45652, 45663, 45660, 45671 and 45657. In accordance with procedures set forth in 49 
C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8, AGS is required to submit the following consolidated Environmental 
and Historic Report (“E&HR” or “Report”).  
 

Enclosed is the E&HR, which describes the proposed abandonment and other pertinent 
information.  A map of the proposed track abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this 
report.  Appendix B of this report lists the various agencies receiving it. Appendix C of this 
report lists various agency responses NSR has received. Appendix D of this Report provides a 
list of structures (bridges) on the Line. Topographical Maps and Color Photographs are included 
in Appendix E.  
 
            NSR does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts as NSR will not disturb the existing 
roadbed during its salvage operations; however, if you identify any adverse environmental effects, please 
describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them. Please provide us with a written response 
indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be included in the Report and sent to the STB.  
 

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the 
basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding.  If you believe any of 
the information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any 
questions about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Office of 
Environmental Analysis (OEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0245 or by mail to: Surface 
Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106, Washington, D.C.  20423-0001, and refer 
to AB 290 (Sub-No. 422X).  
 

mailto:wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net


Questions regarding the abandonment process generally, offers of financial assistance, 
and/or public use or trail use may be directed to the Board’s Office of Public Assistance, 
Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-0230. Based on information in our possession, 
the Line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. However, any documentation in 
Norfolk Southern’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. Please refer 
to the above Docket when contacting the STB.  Applicable statutes and regulations impose 
stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason, your written comments (with a copy 
to us) would be appreciated within three weeks. 
 

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts 
of the contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, 
AGS must receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Norfolk 
Southern’s counsel by email: wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net; or by telephone: (202) 663-
7823 or by mail at: MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC, ATTN: WILLIAM A. MULLINS, 2001 L St., N.W., 
Suite 720 Washington, D.C. 20036. If I am not available, you may also contact Spencer M. 
Naake, who can be reached at (202) 663-7829 or by e-mail at snaake@mullinslawgroup.net. 
 

 
Best regards, 

 
       /s/ William A. Mullins  
 

William A. Mullins 
Attachment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECIPIENT LIST 
 

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment on Norfolk Southern Railway Company’s rail line segment 
between CT 80.57+/- and CT 105.0 +/- in Scioto County, Ohio, a distance of approximately 24.43 
miles. 

Mr. Scottie Powell 
Commissioner – Scioto County 
602 Seventh Street – Room 310 
Portsmouth, OH 45662 

Mark Johnson, Chief 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Division of Surface Water 
P. O. Box 1049 
Columbus, OH 43216-1049 
 

Scioto County Engineering Office 
602 Seventh Street – Room 401 
Portsmouth, OH 45662 

Deborah L. Beck, P.E.  
Acting Chief 
Office of Coastal Management 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
2514 Cleveland Road East 
Huron, OH 44839 
 

Harry Kallipolitis, Chief Community Officer 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Southeast District Office 
2195 Front Street 
Logan, OH 43138 

Kasey Taylor 
Regional Conservationist – Northeast Region 
USDA National Resources Conservation Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW #5109-S 
Washington D.C. 20250 

Anne Vogel 
Regional Administrator, Region 5 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604 

John Wilson 
Ohio State Conservationist 
200 North High Street Room 422 
Columbus, OH 43215-2469 

Bert Frost 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 
 

Will Meeks 
Regional Director, Midwest Region 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Boulevard West, Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 
 

Communications and Outreach Branch, NOAA, 
N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD  20910-3282 

Colonel Jayson Putman 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Commander, Huntington Regulatory District 
502 Eighth Street 
Huntington, WV 25701 

Deirdre Hewitt  
National Park Service  
Rivers and Trails Conservation Program  
Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Building  
100 Alabama Street, SW  
Atlanta, GA, 30303 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20460 
 



 
Diana Welling, Director 
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office  
800 E. 17th Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43211 

Bob Ratcliffe, Chief 
Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C. Street NW, Room 1344 
Washington, DC 20240 
 

 
Jennifer French, Chair 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio  
180 E Broad St.  
Columbus, OH 43215 

 
Mayor Charlotte Gordon 
City Council 
728 2nd St,  
Portsmouth, OH 45662 
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From: Steve.Holland@dnr.ohio.gov
To: Plum, Scott D.
Subject: [EXTERNAL] AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment - Scioto County in Ohio
Date: Monday, July 7, 2025 2:56:28 PM

Hello Scott,
 
I was forwarded the letter sent to Acting Chief Debi Beck regarding the above-referenced
railway abandonment project. The project location is not within or near Ohio’s designated
coastal zone. A Federal Consistency review is not required for this project.
 
Thanks,
Steve
 

Steven J. Holland, MPA
Coastal Programs Administrator
Ohio Coastal Management Program 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
2514 Cleveland Road East
Huron, Ohio 44839
(419) 609-4104
coastal.ohiodnr.gov
 

 

mailto:Steve.Holland@dnr.ohio.gov
mailto:Scott.Plum@nscorp.com
tel:14196094104
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://coastal.ohiodnr.gov/__;!!Fto3Xw!rzWn1KWpqfiQ_LIqkX_OpV3u7D3R3ALAxUJ747KqJXRKOy05m3eyin8WAgXhwoI2BVUbCAxNWimKo5ILRwY8KV6MgErs2Q$


From: Ohio, FW3
To: Plum, Scott D.
Subject: [EXTERNAL] AB-290 Norfolk Southern Railway Abandonment, Scioto County, OH
Date: Monday, July 14, 2025 9:08:11 AM
Attachments: Document_250707_131035.pdf

Scott,
The US Fish and Wildlife Service has no comment on this project.
Sincerely,

Megan Seymour
Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office
4625 Morse Rd., Suite 104
Columbus, OH  43230
380-265-1568

From: Thewis, Kevin A <kevin_thewis@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 7, 2025 3:02 PM
To: Ohio, FW3 <ohio@fws.gov>
Subject: RO mail item
 
Hello,
Please see attached mail item that arrived to the Regional Director’s Office.
FYI
 
Thank you,
 
Kevin Thewis
Executive Assistant - Region 3
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5600 American Boulevard West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437
kevin_thewis@fws.gov | (w) 720-315-9475

 

mailto:ohio@fws.gov
mailto:Scott.Plum@nscorp.com
mailto:kevin_thewis@fws.gov



















SCIOTO COUNTY ENGINEER 

COURTHOUSE OFFICE 
Courthouse Room 401 
602 Seventh Street 
Portsmouth, OH 45662 
Phone (740) 355-8265 
Fax (740) 355-1428 

July 9, 2025 

Norfolk Southern Corporation 
650 W Peachtree St NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308 
Attention: Scott Plum, Director 
Strategic Planning - Box 7 

Darren LeBrun, P.E., P.S. 

sciotocountyengineer. org 

DELIVERED VIA EMAIL: scott.plum@nscorp.com 

Subject: 

Dear Mr. Plum: 

AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), NS Abandonment - Scioto County in Ohio 
County Engineer Comments concerning Peavine Abandonment 

GARAGE OFFICE 
56 State Route 728 
P.O. Box429 
Lucasville, OH 45648 
Phone (740) 259-5541 
Fax (740) 259-4192 

Thank you for requesting our comments concerning the abandonment of the Peavine Line and its impact on Scioto 
County' s long range plans. Please be advised of the following comments and concerns: 

1. Abandonment of the Peavine Line fits into Scioto County 's long range plans as long as the abandoned line is a 
"Rails to Trails" project as previously discussed by both Norfolk Southern and the Scioto County 
Commissioners and that the abandoned line will be "rail banked" for preservation of the rail corridor. 

2. Please advise concerning the removal of any existing electric/communication poles and lines that run parallel 
to the tracks. Pole/line removal is not listed as an activity in the abandonment description. Lack of removal of 
these poles/lines will be a detriment to Scioto County ' s long range plans. 

Thank you again for requesting our comments. Please let me know of any questions or concerns. 

Respectfully, 

Darren LeBrun, PE, PS 
Scioto County Engineer 

cc: Scottie Powell, Scioto County Commissioner - Chairman 
Shane Tieman, Scioto County Prosecutor 
File 

Page 1 of 1 



8/4/26, 8:51 AM [EXTERNAL] AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -Abandonment - Scioto County in Ohio - Michaela Bowle ... 

Outlook 

[EXTERNAL] AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment - Scioto 
County in Ohio 

From Steve.Holland@dnr.ohio.gov <Steve.Holland@dnr.ohio.gov> 

Date Mon 7/7/2025 2:56 PM 

To Plum, Scott D. <Scott.Plum@nscorp.com> 

Hello Scott, 

I was forwarded the letter sent to Acting Chief Debi Beck regarding the above-referenced railway 
abandonment project. The project location is not within or near Ohiotll designated coastal zone. A 
Federal Consistency review is not required for this project. 

Thanks, 

Steve 

Steven J. Holland, M PA 
Coastal Programs Administrator 
Ohio Coastal Management Program 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
2514 Cleveland Road East 
Huron, Ohio 44839 
.(419) 609-4104 
coastal.ohiodnr.gov 

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane62 1/1 



8/4/26, 8:54 AM [EXTERNAL] AB-290 Sub 422x - Michaela Bowles - Outlook 

Outlook 

[EXTERNAL] AB-290 Sub 422x 

From Baker, Steven - FPAC-NRCS, OH <steven.baker@usda.gov> 

Date Fri 7/11/2025 10:56 AM 

To Plum, Scott D. <Scott.Plum@nscorp.com> 

Hi Scott, 

This project requires no coordination with FPPA. No anticipated impact to prime farmlands. 

Thank you, 

Steven Baker 

State Soil Scientist 

NRCSIOH 

USDA 
~ 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTU RE 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

200 N. High St, Rm. 522 , Columbus, OH, 43215 

p: (614) 255-24831 c: (614) 940-8223 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended 
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it 

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane65 1/2 



8/4/26, 8:54 AM [EXTERNAL] AB-290 Sub 422x - Michaela Bowles - Outlook 

contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately. 
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Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 

July 15, 2025 

Scott Plum, Director 
Strategic Planning- Box 7 

Norfolk Southern Corporation 

650 W Peachtree St NW 

Atlanta, GA 30308 

Dear Mr. Plum: 

Mike DeWine, Governor Jim Tressel, Lt. Governor 

RE: General Correspondence 
Site Assessment 

Scioto County 

EPA.Ohio.gov 

John Logue, Director 

This letter is in response to your June 30, 2025, request for input regarding Norfolk Southern abandonment of 

the railroad line near the Scioto County/Adams County Line. After reviewing the information provided in your 

request, Ohio EPA, Southeast District Office identified the following compliance or permitting concerns 

associated with the proposed project. 

• The Division of Air Pollution Control noted that the dust emissions generated by the project activities 
should be controlled in a manner that prevents the dust emissions from causing a nuisance condition 

and that open burning of the demolition debris or scrap construction materials from the project is 

strictly prohibited pursuant to OAC rule 3745-19. 

• The Division of Surface Water (DSW) has reviewed the proposed action and determined it is consistent 
with Federal and State water quality standards. 

• The proposed action will not require permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C.1342. 

• The Division of Materials and Waste Management noted that any solid waste and construction and 
demolition debris generated by the improvement project should be properly disposed of at a licensed 

municipal solid waste landfill or construction and demolition debris facility, respectively. A list of 
licensed facilities is available on the division's website: www.epa.ohio. gov/dmwm. The Division of 

Materials and Waste Management encourages responsible recycling and beneficial reuse of materials. 

• The Division of Environmental Response and Revitalization has no comments. 

• The Division of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention has no comments. 

• The Division of Drinking and Ground Waters has no comments. 

Southeast District Office 
2195 E. Front Street 
Logan, Ohio 43138 U.S.A. 

740 I 385 8501 
epa.ohio.gov 

The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of ADA Services 



Norfolk Southern Corporation 

Page2 

I would also like to thank you for the opportunity to comment. If I can be of further assistance, please contact 
me at (740) 380-5239. 

Sii e7 , / 

6xi:: 
Southeast District Office 

HK/cs 
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Bridge List 

Milepost Crossing Bridge Type Deck 
Construction 

Length 
in Feet 

Height 
in Feet 

Date 
Constructed 

CT 81.72 Rarden Creek Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 146.25 13.0 Early 1900’s 

CT 82.06 Jessie Run Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 36.0 6.0 1902 

CT 84.14 Thompson Run Concrete Slab Ballast Deck 12.0 5.0 1928 
CT 84.72 Road Thru Plate 

Girder 
Open Deck 96.0 12.0 1902 

CT 87.37 Bloody Run Steel Beam Ballast Deck 23.67 9.0 1989 
CT 88.07 Waterway Steel Beam Ballast Deck 34.74 6.0 1906 
CT 90.80 St. Rte. 73 Concrete Slab Ballast Deck 13.0 10.0 1928 
CT 92.60 Scioto Brush 

Cr.  
Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 259.62 36.0 Early 1900’s 

CT 94.37 Wrights Run  Concrete 
Slab 

Ballast Deck 13.67 17.0 1927 

CT 94.60 Scioto Brush 
Cr.  

Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 211.49 53.0 1906 

CT 96.41 Scioto Brush 
Cr.  

Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 270.96 54.0 1897 

CT 102.32 Pond Cr. Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 180.12 16.0 1941 

CT 104.28 Dry Run Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 133.0 34.0 1899 

CT 104.52 Scioto River Deck Plate 
Girder 

Open Deck 2164.13 39.0 1904 
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Topographical Maps and Photos 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

(POST-CIRCULATION) 
 
 

 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, HUNTINGTON DISTRICT 

502 8TH STREET 
HUNTINGTON, WV 25701-2018 

 
REPLY TO  
ATTENTION OF 

June 22, 2026 
 

Office of Counsel 
 
 
RE:  AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment – 
Scioto County, OH 
 
 
 
 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20434-0001 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 

Please find enclosed the comments, and response to consolidated Environmental 
and Historical report (E&HR), of the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 
Huntington District, regarding the docket AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X). 
 

Based on the information provided to the Huntington District by NSRC’s Counsel, 
and the text of the draft E&HR, “no in-stream work is contemplated” for the proposed 
abandonment and salvage of rail and railroad ties from the roadbed.  Such work would 
not involve a discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of the United States  
and thus would not require a USACE Section 404 Clean Water Act authorization. 
 

The track segment proposed for abandonment and salvage crosses the Scioto River 
at various points.  The Scioto River is a navigable water regulated by Section 10 of the 
River and Harbors Act of 1899 (Section 10).  Section 10 prohibits the unauthorized 
obstruction or alteration of any navigable water of the United States.  33 USC § 403.    
Permits are required under Section 10 for “the construction of any structure in or over 
any navigable water of the United States, the excavating from or depositing material in 
such waters, or the accomplishment of any other work affecting the course, location, or 
capacity of such waters.”  33 CFR § 320.2(b) (emphasis added).  Completing the 
abandonment and salvage with “no in-stream” work, or other work that does not affect 
the course, location, or capacity of the Scioto River, would not require a Section 10 
permit based on the information provided.  
 

However, to the extent the salvage plans of NSRC or its contractor do include work 
in waters of the United States or the Scioto River, the Regulatory Division of the 
Huntington District should be consulted for the potential need for a Department of the 
Army permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or or a Section 10 of the 



2 
 
 
 
 

Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.  Any inquiries regarding the potential need for USACE 
Regulatory permits in the Huntington District should be addressed to: 
 
    Teresa Spagna 
    Chief, North Branch 
    U.S. Army Engineer District Huntington 
    502 8th Street 
    Huntington, WV  25701 
    teresa.d.spagna@usace.army.mil 
 
 

I am the point of contact for this correspondence and can be reached at (304)399-
5886, and paul.j.loftus@usace.army.mil. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 PAUL J. LOFTUS 
 District Counsel 
 
cc:  
wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net 
snaake@mullinslawgroup.net 
 

mailto:teresa.d.spagna@usace.army.mil
mailto:paul.j.loftus@usace.army.mil
mailto:wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net
mailto:snaake@mullinslawgroup.net


 

 

 
 50 W. Town Street 

Suite 700 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 U.S.A. 

 614 | 644 3020 
epa.ohio.gov 

    

 The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of ADA Services 

 

June 29, 2026 

Transmitted Electronically 

wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net 

Mullins Law Group PLLC 

William A. Mullins 

2001 L Street NW, Suite 720 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Re: AB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment – Scioto County 

 

Dear Mr. Mullins: 

 

This letter is in response to your June 3, 2026, letter regarding the proposal of abandonment of Norfolk Southern’s 

railroad line from Milepost CT 80.57 +/-, near the Scioto County/Adams County Line in Ohio, to Milepost CT 105.0 +/- 

near Portsmouth Ohio, OH (“Line”). Your letter described the abandonment project to consist of the following:  

 

“Following abandonment, the Line’s rail and related track material will be salvaged. Salvage will consist of removing 

the rail, crossties and railroad appurtenances from the existing roadbed. The contour of the existing roadbed will 

remain as is, and existing drainage systems will remain intact. When the rail and track material are removed, the 

contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be removed, and no new soil disturbance will 

occur. No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted. All salvaged steel components will either be reused or 

sold as scrap. Crossties may be reused in other railroad operations, or they will be disposed of in accordance with 

applicable federal and state laws and regulations.” 

 

Based on your description of this proposed project, Ohio EPA agrees that a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit will not be required for this project. Please note that if any soil disturbing/fill activities are 

needed for access roads or equipment/material staging areas then permitting may be required. If you have any 

questions or would like to discuss further, please contact me at Jason.Fyffe@epa.ohio.gov or (614) 728-1793. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jason R. Fyffe, Manager 

Stormwater Section 

Division of Surface Water 

 

ec: Ashley Ward, P.E., Assistant Chief, DSW 

Environmental 
Protection 
Agency Mike DeWine, Governor Jim Tressel, Lt. Governor 

EPA.Ohio.gov 

John Logue, Director 

mailto:wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net
mailto:Jason.Fyffe@epa.ohio.gov


 
 

 
800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211-2474  614.297.2300  ohiohistory.org 

In reply, please refer to: 
2026-SCI-68558 

July 21, 2026 
 
William A. Mullins 
Mullins Law Group, PLLC 
2001 L St NW, Suite 720 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
RE: ATB-290 (Sub-No. 422X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment 
 Scioto County, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Mullins, 
 
This letter is in response to correspondence received on June 8, 2026, with additional information received on 
June 22, 2026 and July 17, 2026. The comments of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and 
the associated regulations at 36 CFR Part 800 and Ohio Revised Code 149.53. The SHPO appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on the undertaking.  
 
The proposed undertaking involves abandonment of 24.43 miles of railroad line from Milepost CT 80.57 +/-, near 
the Scioto County/Adams County Line in Ohio, to Milepost CT 105.0 +/- near Portsmouth Ohio, OH. On July 14, 
2026, the SHPO office received additional information from the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
regarding this project. ODOT stated that the proposed undertaking involves donating a portion of the rail line to 
Scioto County. The county will assume ownership of the rail corridor and convert it, along with its associated 
bridges, into a bike path. The bridges will not be removed or altered, except for the removal of the rail lines and 
ties. If removing the ties would compromise the structural integrity of a bridge, the ties will remain in place. 
 
Based on the information received, the SHPO requires more information, specifically on the deck plate girder 
bridge located at milepost CT 104.52, in order to make a final determination of eligibility for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. However, it is SHPO’s opinion that the proposed work should not impact the 
significance or integrity of the property in a way that would alter its potential National Register eligibility. 
Therefore, it is the opinion of the SHPO that the proposed work will have No Effect on historic properties. No 
further coordination with this office is necessary, unless there is a change in the proposed project. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Miranda Fisher at mfisher@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Miranda Fisher 
Architecture Transportation Reviews Manager, Resource Protection and Review 
State Historic Preservation Office 

RPR Serial No: 1114900 
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Outlook 

Fw: AB-290 (Sub-No 422x) 

From William Mullins <wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net> 

Date Fri 6/12/2026 8:19 AM 

To Spencer Naake <snaake@mullinslawgroup.net>; Michaela Bowles <mbowles@mullinslawgroup.net> 

William Mullins 

Managing Partner 

2001 L Street NW, Suite 720 
Washington, DC 20036 

202-663-7823 Office 
703-862-0696 Cell 
wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net 

mullinslawgroup.net 

The above message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure by attorney/client work product or other privileges. If you believe that it 
has been sent to you in error, do not read it. Please reply to the sender that you have received the message in error. Then delete it. Thank you. 

From: Baker, Steven - FPAC-NRCS, OH <steven.baker@usda.gov> 

Sent: Friday, June 12, 2026 7:25:41 AM 

To: William Mullins <wmullins@Mullinslawgroup.net> 

Cc: Wilson, John - FPAC-NRCS, OH <john.wilson@usda.gov> 

Subject: AB-290 (Sub-No 422x) 

You don't often get email from steven.baker@usda.gov. Learn whY. this is im1:1ortant 

Good Morning, 

NRCS Ohio has received your packet regarding AB-290 (Sub-No 422x). Rail abandonments require no 
coordination with the Farmland Policy Protection Act. No further coordination is required. 

Thank you, 

Steven Baker 
State Soil Scientist 
NRCSIOH 

USDA 
~ 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTU RE 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

200 N. High St, Rm. 522 , Columbus, OH, 43215 

p: (614) 255-2483 
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended 
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contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately. 
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Good Morning, 

NRCS Ohio has received your packet regarding AB-290 (Sub-No 422x). Rail abandonments require no 
coordination with the Farmland Policy Protection Act. No further coordination is required. 

Thank you, 

Steven Baker 
State Soil Scientist 
NRCSIOH 

USDA 
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