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Transportations Systems.

The original transport system for KFC heavy cargo was the Canaveral lock now the system is mainly used for recreation access to the Atlantic for many boaters in Florida, there is a flotilla that transverses north to south annually that also uses the locks to escape storms in the ocean and to re-supply. What is to happen to the lock system if a beam or causeway is built in the vicinity? Silt would easily spread into the Atlantic when the lock was opened and spread through out the Indian River, Barge canal and the Banana River. The effect of the silt would be ever lasting with the smothering of all aquatic plant and animal life.

The port has over run the citizens of Brevard County by taking facilities that were paid by the taxpayers. The port for their expansion of the cruse business seized the recreational boating launch site. Family fishing is now off limits in a great many areas of the port simply because of the actives of the port. The commercial fishing fleet is no longer based at the port. Many fishing related business were trampled.

There had been a rail system on the east side of the port that ran through the air force station for eons. In recent years the rails were torn up because they were deemed not to be needed.  In all of the controversy about port expansion, it has never published of how the container business would put the area of Canaveral and the Space Center at a greater risk of a terrorist attack. When the port commission approached the Air Force Station about rebuilding a rail system through their controlled property they were flat out told that a great threat exist in the shipping container business. The port is too confined to adequately search and inspect cargo containers that come to the port. A recent report in http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_security more than 6 million cargo containers enter U.S. seaports annually, of which only 2% are physically inspected by Customs. With a Navy sub base and an Air Force Launch facility within 1 mile of the port it does not seem feasible the Department of Defense would be on board for any of the ports plans. The great number of ships and cargo containers lead to concern of the safety and security of U.S. ports

Safety

The safety of all the citizens of Florida should be first before profits made by the Canaveral port authority. The facts are trains carry hazardous materials. Even if the port were to limit the kind of cargo carried the trains themselves contain many materials that would be an extreme hazard in an accident situation. Diesel fuels, hydraulic fluids, and many contained fluids used to operate a locomotive would be a disaster of great concern if they were to spill upon the land or water. The port proposes to use 11 miles of track through KSC most pristine wildlife area any accident of any nature would do insurmountable permanent harm to the land

Land Use

Building a causeway of significant length not only would block the flow of the Banana river but would forever change the drainage pattern of the land, flood water from a Hurricane would not flow North to south but would be forced onto the land of Merritt Island. The Barge Canal would be affected, as would the Indian River. For more than 50 years it has been pointed out causeways are significant causes of pollution in the state of Florida. Not only in Brevard County have causeways blocked the flow of natural river current but all through the state. In addition to the causeways proposed, the port plans to fill at least 50 acres on the north west side to facilitate future cargo business. The port has tried to appease the homeowners on North Merritt Island by stating the rail through the MNWR would only comprise 3 or 4 train trips of 75 cars a week. A 75 car train would possibly be in excess of 4200 feet long @ 4 times a week that is 4 miles one way. If all statements from the port were accurate why would the port propose filling 50 acres? With the prediction of cargo growth 20 fold in 20 years one would have to ask where else is the port planning to fill in the Banana River.

The Master Plan Land use of KSC 2014-2032 shows a proposed rail across the Banana River in a slightly different configuration than the Port Authority. KSC used a rail trestle for the entire project. The port uses approximately 50/50 land and rail trestle. What is really different about the two plans is the port’s idea of filling in 50 acres or more of the Banana River to create land base for them. The farther the port encroaches into the Banana River the more pollution it would create. KSC NASA has made a commitment to the citizens of Florida to be good Stewards. The Space center is constantly monitoring the land. It is hard to believe that the center would consider a rail through some of the most ecological acres contained at the center. The port has grown with the cruse business to the point of blocking other business from expanding and thriving. The port should be satisfied with the cruse lines. There is really no reason to bring a container operation to Canaveral. NASA has stated that they have no plans to conduct a rail operation through their property and there is no need for a rail in the space business. 

Employment

The news reports 10-15 thousand local jobs would be created by the advent of a rail system. If you look closely at who would really be employed you would see that all shipping operations are handled be the ILA International Longshoreman’s Association which is currently causing a monstrous blocking of cargo handling on the west coast. It is reported that is not enough members in the union to handle the loading and off loading of containers. The fact of the matter is the union is a closed shop and any new hire would not come from Brevard County. If the port were to have a cargo business, what would be the consequences of a longshoreman’s strike cargo ships blocking the port waiting to unload, cruse ships trying to dock with passengers and Finally the U.S. Navy trying to conduct missions in and out of the port. When you compare Port Canaveral to most of the other 300 odd ports in the U.S. it is logical to see that Canaveral is a small body of water not capable of handling grandiose cargo shipping plans.

Indian River Lagoon

The St. Johns Water Management announced on July 8, 2014 a 10 million dollar appropriation to begin the clean up of The Indian River Lagoon. The project would greatly enhance the water quality of all the rivers connected. The building of a train system would destroy any gain made with the citizen’s funds. There is no doubt that any causeway or train across the Banana River would cause irreversible damage. The Lagoon is responsible for many thousand of Floridian jobs. The death of any more of this Florida Treasure should never happen

Navigation

If a rail trestle were to be built the Banana River north of the tracks would be forever off limits to the citizens of Florida. When the port started to expand in the late 1990’s citizens did not realize that their movements in and around the port would be curtailed to the point they are now told where they can come and go. No longer do the citizens have the freedom to fish and boat in an area of their choosing. The port building a rail would forever close the Marina at KARS Park and probably would affect all facilities located there. The recreations on the waters of Port Canaveral have just about ceased. The port is too small to contain all of the plans of the commission. If you want to be known as the Cruse Port of Florida be just that.

Biological impact

There are more than 10 different species of protected wildlife that now inhabit the area of the proposed rail line. The most important being The American Bald Eagle. One nest located on KSC property has been there for more than 30 years. The scrub jay, Merritt Island wren, and a small group of American Woodcock occupy the lower part of Merritt Island. Gopher Tortoise. And many more protected Florida species. The Manatee has proliferated abound because of the grasses in the upper Banana River. Any single disturbance will drive the Manatee out of the area. Silting from construction activity will kill the Manatee’s principle food source [sea grass].  Construction boats would undoubtedly kill or maim many or the rivers natural wildlife. The land contained on the south end of MNWR is the natural filter for much of Sykes Creek. A rail bed 100 foot wide by 11 miles long would remove forever 5,808,000 sq. ft. of filter from this system. It would never return, the benefits of cleaning and filtering runoff would be lost forever.

Recreation

With the many opportunities the Banana River offers to boaters, fisherman, kayaking and many other water sports .A rail system would stop all of these. Security would be the major consern of the port rail crossing; all activity above and below the rail trestle would be off limits to all recreation. KARS Park marina would cease to exist. In the late 1980’s to 2000 citizens had free range of the port fishing, picnicking, swimming all but about abolished now. 

