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LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC

LOUIS E. GITOMER
Lou@lgraillaw.com

MELANIE B. YASBIN
Melanie@lgraillaw.com

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown

Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410)296-2250

FAX (410) 332-0885

October 30, 2023 307364

ENTERED
Office of Proceedings
October 30, 2023

Part of
Public Record

Re:  Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester MA

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed for electronic filing is a Verified Notice of Exemption for CSX Transportation,
Inc. (“CSXT”) to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail line that runs between milepost
QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg
Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The filing fee of $4,700 has been paid via pay.gov.

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, please contact me.
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Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc.
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OCTOBER 30, 2023
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Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC._ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN WORCESTER, MA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Steven C. Armbrust, Esg. Louis E. Gitomer, Esq.

CSX Transportation, Inc. Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq.

500 Water Street Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC
Jacksonville, FL 32202 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301
(904) 359-1229 Towson, MD 21204

(410) 296-2250
Lou@Igraillaw.com

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,
INC.

Dated: October 30, 2023



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC._ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN WORCESTER, MA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT?”) files this Verified Notice of Exemption pursuant to
the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 for CSXT to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile
rail line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany
Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). No local
rail traffic has moved over the Line during the past two years. Any overhead traffic on the Line
can be and has been rerouted. CSXT intends to sell the Line to the City of Leominster through
the NITU process. The purchase by the City of Leominster will extend its current trail that runs
between milepost QBU 4.0 and milepost QBU 4.2.

Based on information in the possession of CSXT, the Line does not contain federally
granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available
promptly to those requesting it.

1. Proposed consummation date. The proposed consummation date is December 19, 2023.
2. Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b). See Exhibit A.
3. Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1) through (4), (7), and (8), and (e)(4).

(a) General.



(1) Exact name of applicant. CSX Transportation, Inc.

(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.
Subtitle 1V, Chapter 105. CSXT is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle
IV, Chapter 105.

(3) Relief sought. CSXT seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50
to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and
milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in
Worcester, MA (the “Line”). There are no stations on the Line.

(4) Map. See Exhibit B.

(7) Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent. Louis E. Gitomer, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600
Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410) 296-2250, Lou@Igraillaw.com.

(8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line proposed for
discontinuance traverses. The Line traverses U.S. Postal ZIP Codes 01453.

(e) Rural and community impact.

(4) Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are appropriate
for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other forms of mass
transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If the applicant is
aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest, which
would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be

disclosed.



CSXT believes that the property proposed for abandonment may be suitable for other

purposes but may be subject to reversionary interests that may affect transfer of title for other

than rail purposes.

4. The level of labor protection. The interests of any railroad employees who may be

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor

protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. —Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979).

5. Certification. Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §8

1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C.

6. Environmental Report. See Exhibit D.

7. Historic Report. See Exhibit D.

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.
CSX Transportation, Inc.
500 Water Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
(904) 359-1229

Dated: October 30, 2023

Respectfully submitted,
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Louis E. Gitomer, Esq.

Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq.

Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer
600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301
Towson, MD 21204

(410) 296-2250
Lou@Igraillaw.com

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,
INC.



EXHIBIT A-VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

STATE OF FLORIDA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF DUVAL )
I. Trevor Knaus , state that I am Mer Cost & Contribution

for CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT™); that I am authorized to make this verification: and that I
have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and
accurate as stated, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

I hereby certify that no local freight traffic has moved over CSXT’s approximately 0.38-
mile rail line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany
Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA for two years prior to
the date hereof and that any overhead traffic can be rerouted over other lines. Further, no formal
complaint filed by a used of rail service on the line (or a State or local government entity acting
on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line either is pending with the
Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a
complainant within the two-year period. The foregoing certification is made on behalf of CSXT
by the undersigned after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based

on the best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the undersigned.

71-1:.1/0/,5’% 10/26/2023



EXHIBIT B-MAP
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EXHIBIT C-CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 8 1152.50 (d) (1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of
the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X) was mailed via first class mail
on October 20, 2023, to the following parties:

State Public Service Commission

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
1 South Station

3" Floor

Boston, MA 02110

Military Traffic Management Command

Headquarters

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command
Transportation Engineering Agency

ATTN: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense)

1 Soldier Way, Building 1900W

Scott AFB, IL 62225
Usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.g3-domestic-freight-services-branch@mail. mil

National Park Service

Mr. Bob Ratcliffe

Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service
1849 C Street, N.W. (Org Code 2220)

Washington, DC 20240

National Park Service

U.S. Department of Interior
National Park Service

Land Resources Division
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

10
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U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0003

/(Z%fh’/’w é W%

Melanie B. Yashin
October 30, 2023
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No.
AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X) in the following form was advertised on October 27, 2023, in the
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, a newspaper of general circulation in Cuyahoga County, OH, as
required by 49 C.F.R. 8§ 1105.7(c) and .12.

7

! by /fjﬂ/{@
F

Melanie B. Yashin
October 30, 2023

Notice of Intent to Abandon

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT?”) gives notice that on or about October 30, 2023, it intends to
file with the Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption under
49 CFR 1152 Subpart F—Exempt Abandonments permitting the abandonment of approximately
0.38-mile rail line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany
Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA The proceeding will be
docketed as No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X).

The Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the notice of
exemption. Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15
days after the EA becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental
matters by writing to the OEA, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by
calling that office at (202) 245-0295.

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Board.
Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also can
be filed with the Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than
environmental issues (such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must be
filed directly with the Board’s Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street,
SW, Washington, DC 20423-0001 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)], and one copy must be
served on applicant’s representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12(a)]. Questions regarding offers of
financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of Public
Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at (202) 245-0238. Copies of any comments
or requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's representative: Louis E. Gitomer,
600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410)296-2250, Lou@Igraillaw.com.

12
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EXHIBIT D—- COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC
REPORT
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that
a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No.
813X) was mailed via first class mail and electronic mail where available on October 10, 2023,

to the following parties:

Dan Wright

State Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
451 West St

Ambherst, MA 01002-2934
Daniel.wright@usda.gov

National Park Service
Region 1 Office

1234 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Environmental Protection Agency
Region 1

11 Technology Drive

North Chelmsford, MA 01863-2431

Moraff.Ken@epa.qov

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

New England Ecological Services Field

Office

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301-5094
newengland@fws.gov

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New England District

696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742
cenae-pa@usace.army.mil

National Geodetic Survey
RRAE@noaa.gov

Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection Central Regional Office

8 New Bond Street

Worcester, MA 01606

Mayor Dean Mazzarella

City of Leominster

City Hall

25 West Street

Leominster, MA 01453
dmazzarella@leominster-ma.gov
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Mr. Gleen Eaton Central Massachusetts Regional Planning

Executive Directore Commission
Montachusett Regional Planning Commission | One Mercantile Street, Suite 520
geaton@mrpc.org Worcester, MA 01608

tsettles@cmrpc.org

! by 1% /f»/%q

Melanie B. Yashin
October 30, 2023
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HISTORIC REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies
that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No.
813X) was via first class mail on October 10, 2023, to the following parties:

Ms. Brona Simon

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Mass. Archives Bldg.

220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston MA 02125

/
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Melanie B. Yashin
October 30, 2023
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT (“CEHR”)
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8)

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC._ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN WORCESTER COUNTY, MA

Dated: October 30, 2023
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commaodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon the approximately 0.38-mile
rail line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

CSXT intends to sell the Line to the City of Leominster (the “City”) through the NITU
process. The purchase by the City will extend its current trail that runs between QBU 4.0 - QBU
4.2. Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the rail, crossties, and possibly the
upper layer of ballast. CSXT does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures.
Any trail related structures, such as bridges, trestles, culverts, and tunnels will not be salvaged.
Finally, the operations and maintenance of the Line will cease.

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for CSXT not to abandon the Line.

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

(2) Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

17



There is no passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a result of the
proposed abandonment. There is no freight traffic on the Line to be diverted to motor carrier.
The proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local highway systems
and traffic patterns.

(3) Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii)
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land. (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a
designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9. (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for
alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why.

(i) CSXT considers the proposed abandonment of the Line to be consistent with existing
land use plans. The purpose of this abandonment is to sell the Line to the City for trail use under
the NITU process. CSXT notified the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission by
letter dated October 10, 2023 (See Exhibit 2) requesting comments and included a copy of the
preliminary CEHR. A copy of this Preliminary CEHR has also been mailed to the appropriate
local and state agencies for their information and further comment. No comments have been
received to date.

(i) CSXT does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected.
CSXT notified the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation
Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated October 10, 2023 (See Exhibit 2)

requesting comments and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR. No comments have been

received to date.
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(iii) The proposed project is not located within the State of Massachusetts’ Coastal Zone
Management Program; therefore, consistency with the States Coastal Zone Management
Program is not required.

(iv) CSXT believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking.

(4) Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources. (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. (iii) State
whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency
and explain why. (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of
more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year
for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the ability to transport energy
resources.

(i1) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable
commodities.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will not change the use of railroad transportation over
the line as CSX doesn’t currently ship over the line.

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000 rail
carloads a year; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the line
segments of rail traffic to motor carriage.

(5) Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) An increase in rail traffic of at
least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a
day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of
at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. §
10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) will apply. (ii) If the proposed
action affects a class | or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either:
(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck
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traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road
segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by the State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C.
8 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously
abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (iii) If transportation
of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed
restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

(i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds.

(i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting
materials.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three
decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

(7) Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). (ii) If hazardous materials are
expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether
chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. (iii) If there
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials
spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials
involved.

(1) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and

safety. There are no public or private crossings on the Line.
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(1) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials.
(i) CSXT is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the Line.

(8) Biological Resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. (ii) State whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe
any effects.

(i) CSXT does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. CSXT has notified the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USF&W?) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated
October 10, 2023 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in determining whether the proposed
abandonment will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a
critical habitat and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR.

Through use of the USF&W website https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ a letter listing threatened,

and endangered species was generated on October 6, 2023, finding the Northern Long-eared Bat
and the Monarch Butterfly may be in the area but that there are no critical habitats within the
project area under USF&W'’s jurisdiction. (See Exhibit 2). A consistency letter dated October 6,
2023, found there would be “No Effect” on the Northern Long-eared Bat. (See Exhibit 2).

(i) CSXT does not believe any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.

CSXT has notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter
dated October 10, 2023 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects
on wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests and included a copy of the
preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date.
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(9) Water. (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects. (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

(i) CSXT is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable
water quality standards. CSXT notified the State Environmental Protection Agency (“SEPA”),
and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) by letters dated October 10,
2023 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects on water quality
standards and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to
date.

(if) CSXT believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required
for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of
material will be accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access. No new access roads are
contemplated. CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any
activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil and does not anticipate any
dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. CSXT will transport crossties and/or
other debris away from the Line and will not discard them along the right-of-way or place or
leave them in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. Also, during track
removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels,
lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways. Based upon this course
of action, CSXT does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be

required.
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CSXT notified the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated October 10, 2023 (See
Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permits under section 404 of the Clean
Water Act are required for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected by the proposed abandonment and included a copy of the
preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date.

(iii) CSXT believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be
required for the abandonment. CSXT notified the SEPA and the USEPA by letter dated October
10, 2023 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permit under section 402 of
the Clean Water Act would be required for the abandonment and included a copy of the
preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

CSXT does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. CSXT will, of course,

adhere to any remedial actions required by the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT
1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action;
U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the State Department of Archeology
and Historic Preservation (See Exhibit 3) along with this preliminary CEHR.

2. A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area;

The right-of-way width along this right-of-way is approximately 60 feet wide. The Line
begins just north of Mechanic Street. It moves north crossing Monoosnoc Brook. It continues
northward past Pine Grove Cemetery and ends at the connection with the Twin Cities Rail Trail.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area;

There is one CSXT owned bridge that is 50 years old or older, which may be eligible for

listing in the National Register, which is part of the proposed action.

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known;

The CSXT bridge located at milepost QBU 4.52 is an Arch bridge built in 1900 over the
Monoosnoc Brook.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

The right-of-way was acquired between 1848 and 1914 by three railroads, the Fitchburg
& Worcester Railroad Company, the Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg & New Bedford Railroad
Company and the Old Colony Railroad, which was eventually acquired by the New York Central

Railroad. The New York Central Railroad merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad to become the
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Penn Central Company and later the Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail). In 1999, CSXT’s
parent company and Norfolk Southern Corporation jointly acquired control of Conrail. As a
result of this acquisition, CSXT began operating the Line pursuant to an operating agreement.

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies

or universities);

CSXT does not believe that the bridge on the Line or the Line itself is unusual or
noteworthy for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. It is also CSXT’s opinion
that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related historic properties in the project
area.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain.

Based on a review of its records, CSXT believes that there are no known subsurface
ground disturbances or fill, or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological
recovery of any potential resources. The Line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill
and any archeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would
have been affected at that time versus during the proposed salvage operations associated with rail
removal.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer

may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs
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of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native
American).

CSXT does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be
supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously
submitted. But, if any additional information is requested, CSXT will promptly supply the
necessary information.

CSXT notified the Massachusetts Historical Commission on October 10, 2023 (See
Exhibit 2) requesting assistance to determine whether there are any archeological resources or

any other previously unknown historic properties and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR.

Received comments will be included in the final CEHR.
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EXHIBIT 1 - MAP
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS (WITHOUT MAPS)
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®
csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457

e ® o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Mayor Dean Mazzarella

City of Leominster

City Hall

25 West Street

Leominster, MA 01453
dmazzarella@leominster-ma.gov

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Mayor Mazzarella:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R.
1105.6(b)(2). A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must
be:

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Please
describe any inconsistencies.”

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current
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and future land use. Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above
address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your
comments in its Final CEHR.

Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on
the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,
Yyin 1) Houdee.

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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®
csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457
'Y ) CY ) Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission
One Mercantile Street, Suite 520

Worcester, MA 01608

tsettles@cmrpc.org

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Ms. Settles:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT") proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R.
1105.6(b)(2). A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must
be:

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Please
describe any inconsistencies.”’

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current
and future land use. Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above
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address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your
comments in its Final CEHR.

Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on
the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,
Ryin 1) Hudee

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457
'Y ) CY ) Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Mr. Gleen Eaton

Executive Directore

Montachusett Regional Planning Commission
geaton@mrpc.org

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Mr. Eaton:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT") proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R.
1105.6(b)(2). A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must
be:

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Please
describe any inconsistencies.”’

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current
and future land use. Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above
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address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your
comments in its Final CEHR.

Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on
the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,
Ryin 1) Hudee

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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®
csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES
(X ) o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Environmental Protection Agency
Region 1

11 Technology Drive

North Chelmsford, MA 01863-2431
Moraff.Ken@epa.gov

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i)
and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements:

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards. Describe any inconsistencies.”

(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C.
1342 are required for the proposed action.”
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There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of
CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with
existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in
the removal of the track material. The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from
the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or
wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track removal, appropriate measures will
be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials
from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your
concurrence with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State
and local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time.
As further information, CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land
use in relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to
Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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Phone (904) 366-4457

®
Csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES
(X ) o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Central Regional Office

8 New Bond Street

Worcester, MA 01606

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i)
and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements:

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards. Describe any inconsistencies.”

(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C.
1342 are required for the proposed action.”

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of
CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with
existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not
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intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in
the removal of the track material. The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from
the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or
wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. During track removal, appropriate measures will
be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials
from entering any watercourses.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its
position that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened
species, critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a map of
the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report for the
line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,

;}Q’;}I ¥ %wéﬂ;

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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Csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366-4457
o0 o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

New England Ecological Services Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301-5094
newengland@fws.qgov

Re: Project Code: 2024-0002144; STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation,
Inc.—Abandonment Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT?”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

The action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49
C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements:

Q) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed
action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a
critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

(i) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be
affected, and describe any effects.

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its position

that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species,
critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.
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CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Yoin 1) Honee

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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ﬂé United States Department of the Interior
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Pruject eode: 24-0007144

Pruject Name: CSXT Abandormens in Worcester Comnty, MU, STH Dockst Mo AB-55 (Sub-No.
B11X)

Fodoral Artion Agency (if apcliceblo): Surface Transpartation Boand

Smhpect: Fecond of pmject reprosentative’s no offect detenmmagion for CSXT Alandonment
in Worcestor County, MU, 5TH Dockee No. AB-25 (Sab-No, B1IXY

Dear Ml amie Yashioe

([Fal) sysiem proviced to the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service [Service) on October 06, HZ3, for

'CSXT Ahandomment i Worrester Comnty, MA, STE Docket Mo, AB-55 [ Sub-MNo. BI3X]" (hene

forwand, Froject). Thes pooject hars been assigned Project Code 20242000044 and all future

comesporgieree should clearty reference this mamber. Mease carvifully review this letier.

Erearrimg Acrurate Determinations When Using [Pl
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Determination for the Nortbern Long-Eared Bat
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action are 2l coreecpaenoes i lisied species or critical habitat that are cased by the propoesad
action, mchiding the oorssquenoes of other activities that are camad by the proposed action. &
coreequeree is v by the proposed) action if it wosld) not oo bt for the proposed) action
amed] it i reemonahly rertain o ooour. Fifects of the artion may ocoer laer intime and may
inchade oorsspeences oroeTing oulside the mmediaie area mvolved im the adion. (See §
0217

Uinder Sedtion 7 of the E5A, if a federl ation agency makes a oo effect detennination, no
corznliasion with the Servire & mguired (E5A 57 B a proposed Federal action may affect a
limted] species or desigraied critical hebita, formsal ol tion is eoped exoept when the
Service monours, in writing, that a proposed action "is not lely to advershy affec” lisied species
or designated critical hahitae [50 CFR S0, 50 CFREMD 13].

Oher Species and Crigical Habitas that May be Pre=nt im the Adcsen Ao
The [Pal-amised determiration for the norhen: Jong-sand bat does ool apply io the following
» Monarch Baserdly Denous plevippus Candidaie

You may onomlinaie with mer CHfior o deienming whether the Artion may 2ffect the animmal
speries nd ahove and, if =0, hew they may be affecied.

Pt Siops

Farod wpon your [Pl submisdion, your project bas mached the determiration of “To Efect™ on
the mordhem: long-eared bat. 1f dhere are no updaies on lsed species, no further comesuliasion
coaptimation for this project i requined with respect to the nordem: long-samd bae. Horwever, the
Service recommends that pmoject proponenes re-evahaie the Pojoect in [P if: 1) the soope,
timimg, dharation, or Incation of the Project changes (inclodes amy project changes or
amendmenes); ¥ new information reveals the Project mmﬂ{pﬂnﬂfum]
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AcSion Descriots
You peovided 1o IP2C the following name and descnption for the subject Action.

L Naowe

CSXT Absmdomment in Worcester Cowrey, MA, STB Dodiet No. AB-55 (Sub-Na. 812X)
1 Dexcription

The following description was provided for the project USXT Absdonment in Worcester
Cowey, MA, STB Doclat No. AB-55 (Sub-Na. 813X):

CSX Tramsportation, Inc, (“CSXT™) proposes o dbandon the spprocmeecly 038

mile rail Ime that naze between milepost QB 4.2 and oalepost QP 458, on i

Alany Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchibarg Pranch, i Worester, MA
wauximbm?md@o

v N -

penjoct can bo viewed in Google Maps: ttps
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DETERMINATION KEY RESULT

comeltagion with the U5, Frsh and ‘Wildlife Service paraant o Section 7)) of de
Enchngerd Species Act of 1973 {07 Seat. B4, o= amended 16 15,0 1531 e seq.) is mocpared
for thiee species.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Mame:  Melanio Yashin
Address: 600 Pakimore Ave, Suite 301

iy Tirwson
Sl MD
Lip: 211

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agerry:  Sarface Trareporation Board
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In Rapby Riafor To: [Dctber 06, 2073
Pruject Code: 2004-0007144

Pruject Name: C5XT Abandorment in Wirrester Coenty, MA, STH Docket Mo, AB-55 (Sub-No.
E1X)

Incation: or may be affecied by your proposed project

T Whom 1 May Conoenc

Lpdamd LT2205 « Plasse review Sals leder cach Hime pou sequesh on Offfciol Species List, we
will ool i epdate Ir with odditions’ informetion and lisls g0 websins may change.

Avout Official Species [

The pumpese of the fdt is io provide 2 mesrs whenshy threatened and endangered) spocies and e
eonsysies upon which they depend may be comserved. Federal and moo-Federal project

proponens haw responsibiliies umder the Aot 1o oonsider effects on 1isted species.

The enclosed species et identifes threatened, endargered, pmposed, and candidaie species, o
wall & proposed and Gnal dessgnated critical habis, that may oeoer wighin the boundary of your
proposed project andfor may be affecsed by pour poposed project. The species =t ful fills e
requirements of the 115, Fish and WWildife Service (Service] under section 7jc) of the

Endangersd Specios At (Ao} of 9573, a5 amended (16 TS0 1531 of se )

Ehﬂd::i:::ﬁmhmdmuphlmqun:gﬂmﬂ:iﬂ:hn-mdd’:ﬁi:md
30 CFE A0F 1o of de regalations mmpliomenting section 7 of the Ad, g acnmcy of this
wnhMHhtwﬁdﬁwﬂh&ThEmmmnﬂ:ﬂﬂtwﬁﬂmh

Plozsn visi the “Mew England Fiekd Office Enchingered Species Project Review and
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Conmultation” wetsite for stiep-try-sep imsrctions on b o cosider efects. on B=sed
species amd prepan and sehmit a project mvies paciage if neoessary
*NOTE® Flea=e do o 152 the Comeml taion Package Builder tool in [Pl exreps in specific

siheriors: fnllmsing roonmiination with our offior. Pleass follew the project revies gaidmmor on
our website sivad and referenee: your Pregent Cede in 2l comespondence.

Merthern Long-rared Bat - {Updated 472752 The Service publizhed 2 fina pale in
reclassify the nordemn long-eared bar (MLER) a5 endangersd on Movemiber 30, 500, The final
rule went imio effiect on Manch 31, MY You may ufilize the MNerthern Long-ramed Bat
Hamgewide Determination Key availzble m IPaC. More information aboat this Dietermmination
Ky and the [nivrim Consukizivon Framesork ae available oo the northem long-eared bat
HCNT page

F-cl.'pn_rn:l:l]ﬂ pmmlﬂﬂmdﬂn-lﬂd]ﬂntwmﬂqgﬂndm.pmﬂnm'm
v irigger the need in re-mitiate consation for any actors that ane not completed and foc
which the Federal artion agency miins discretion once the niewr listing determimation bermimes
effertive. IF your project was not onmpleted ey Rarch 11, 2007 aned ooy resalt i imcidental
talke of MLER, plezze rearh o o our office 2 pewepnglandgrbes gy in s if reinitiation &
s

Addigomal Inf Aboer Section 7 of the Act

Under section 7 a)?) of the Aot and iss implementing regulations (50 CFR 400 ot saq.), Federl
agencies are rquined to detemmine whether projects may affect threatened and endangersd
species andor desigraeed oritical habitat If 2 Federal agency, or its non-Federal

represptaeive, detprmines that B=ted spocies and'or designated oritical habitat may be afecied by
the proposed project, the agency s recpered tooconsak with the Service pursiant to 50 CFR 400
In addition, the Fedeml agency also may meed in coresider propesed species and proposed crtical
hahiial in the ronsukation. 50 CFR 800 L4 1) specifies the mfonmation requined for
corsilation under the Jirt mganiles of the fomea of the eralmtinon. More information o the
regulations and prorederes for section T oesuaton, incuding the mie of permit or lirense
applicants, m be foand in the "Endangemd Species Consubiation Handbook™ at-

— : ——— ki
In addition to consnhasion requirements under Section 7z of the ESA, please noie that wnder
sections 7@} 1) of the At and &= mmplementing regulations (50 CFR 400 of snq.), Fedeml

agencies are ruined to wilize their sethorties ioocamy out progeoms for te conservation of
thmatened and endangensd species. Flease contart NEFD if oo wionddd ke mome infoomation.
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ESA. The species” oomumenor on an offirizl species = does not comary 2 neqairement o
coreirier imparts o this pecies 2 you would 2 proposed, theeatened, or endangered species. The
Eﬁhﬁmmﬂfﬂﬂ:mmlﬂmm:nﬂhnm“ﬂm?
hirwrrver, the Service moommends tat 2l project proponenis meporale mezsmes, iNEn projecs
mhuﬂmﬂihnq:ﬂimd.ﬁiﬁimmpmﬁhh

Migatory Birds

In addigion o resporeibilite o protect theaened and endmgened species uder the Endangemd
Species Ao (ESA), there o additional responsibilities wnder the Migratony Bird Treagy At
(META) and e Pald and Colden Eagle Protection At (BGEPA) o protec native birds from
project-nelaied mpacts. Aoy adivity, intentional or umimentional, resnlting in Gke of migeiory
bindks, inchacding eagles, is prohibied umless othersise permitied by the 115 Fish and Wildlife
Service (3 CFR Sec. ML1Y and 16 U.5.C Sec, 65a)). For mom infommation reganiing, thess

bty et B gorelibrrprollertines hadid-amd- anldepr-esa) o-manasement

Flease frel froe to contact us 2t sewenglandi@iws gov with your Preject Cede in the subsject
lime if yom et miope mfiommation: or EEEEnre FegEnding te pobentizl impacts in federally
proposed, lisied, and candideee species and federally desigrated and proposed oritical habitat
Astarbmmen(s}: (il Spocies List
dstartonem(<|

» Cifcial Species Lt

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST

This list s proevided parsan o Section 7 of the Endangered Species frt, and Galfills the
requirement for Federzl agencies o “request of the Seoretary of the Intenior imfoneation whether

mmuﬁhzhﬂw@thlﬂqhm inthe ama of 2 proposed
action”,

Mew Fnglamd Erological Services Field Cffior
M Crmmnercial Seaeet, Suite 200
Cooennd, MH 03301-5064

(B0 XXl
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Project Code: A024-0002144

Project Nazne: CSXT Abandoremen: m Worcester County, MA, STB Dokt No. AB-55
{Sab-No. 812X)

Project Type: Ralmad - MamteranooMaodihicam

Project Descnption:  CSX Tramsporation, Inc., (“CSXT™) proposes to shandon the
pproximately 0.38-mile rail line tha nures botwoen milepast QR 42 and
mmummzmmmnmmm
Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA

Project Location:

The appeocmate location of the progect can be viewed m Google Maps: htgec!
- 71 4 1&

i
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is 2 oial of 2 theeatened, endengeeed, or andideee species on this speries
Species oo this list should be considesed in an effects anahs=s for poer project and oould include
speries that exis in another geographic area. For example, rerain fsh may appear oo the grecies
list because a project oould affect dowseimeam species.
IFal” does not display lisied species or oritical habitaes woder the sole jubisthotion of MO
Frdwrios!, 2 USFWS does mot have the authority o speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerre.
Sop the "Critical hahitaes" section belorw for those critical habitis that Be whally or patially
within your project area under this offire’s jurisdction. Flease oontart dhe desigraied Pw'S offior
if you have questions.

L MOAMN Fisheries al=wo knmsm 2= the Mational Maring Fidernies Servioe (NMFS), s an

office of the Matinnal Creanic znd Admospheric Adminisration within te Depanment of
Commerie.

MAMMALS

MAME STATUS
Blorthern Long-eared Pat Myeds seprenmrionalls Enclangemed
P eriacal hazen Rax b desgraied for dis geces
Spenm prabie: bige: e on e g ar SRR R AV HAS

INSECTS
MAME STATUS
Monarch Pamerfly Denaus plevippus Candiclaie
P crigcal i has beer deigraied for tis peces
Specim prable: hipesieoos e g owerpupe o puTTA]

CRITICAL HABITATS

THEEE ARE MNOCGURITICEL HARITATS WITHEDN ¥OUR FROIECT ARES UMNDER THIS CFRCES
FURSONCTHIN.

T AKRE STILL RELRINEED TO DETEREMISNE IF YUOLR FROJECTIS ) MAY HAYVE EFFBELCTS ON ALL
ABIVE LSTED SFELCIES
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Mame:  Melanie Yashin
NAcddree 600 Hakimore foer, Suite 3000

iy Tirwson
Sgaiez MDD
Lip: 211

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency:  Surface Traeportation Foard
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Melanie Yasbin

From: Tur, Maria <maria_tur@fws.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 10:31 AM

To: Melanie Yasbin

Subject: Project Code 2024-0002144; CSX Transportation, Inc.--Abandonment Exemption-- in

Worcester, MA, STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X)

Dear Melanie Yasbin,

Thank you for reaching out regarding the proposed CSX Transportation Project. Since you received a "No
Effect” determination for federally listed threatened or endangered species, no further consultation is
necessary. Please reach out if you have any questions, and thank you for coordinating with us.

Maria E. Tur

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
New England Field Office

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301

Phone (603) 568-4871

FAX (603)223-0104

hitp:/iwww . fws.gov/newendaland/

From: Melanie Yashin <melanie@|graillaw.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2023 7:24 AM

To: New England FO, FWS5 <newengland @fws.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Project Code 2024-0002144; CSX Transportation, Inc.-—Abandonment Exemption-- in Worcester,
MA, STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X)

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or
responding.
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®
csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457

'Y o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

National Park Service
Region 1 Office

1234 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) require
that advance notice be given to afford your agency a reasonable opportunity to provide meaningful
input.

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).
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Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Yyin 1) Phids

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)

58



Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

National Geodetic Survey
RRAE@noaa.gov

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

Please advise if there are any geodetic markers which could be affected by the proposed
transaction. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or
through the United States Postal Service (USPS).

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Yyin 1) Phids

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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®
csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457
o0 o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Detroit District

477 Michigan Ave

Detroit, M1 48226
LREpao@usace.army.mil

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 807X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Muskegon, Ml

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT?) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-
mile rail line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany
Division, Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs
through the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(¢e)(9)
(i) require that CSXT develop responses to the following statement:

“Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed
action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 year flood plains will be affected.
Describe the effects.”

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its

position that there would be no adverse impact on wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that no
permits under Section 404 will be required.
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CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,

Yyin 1) Phids

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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®
csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457
Y ) "X ) Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee

Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Ms. Brona Simon

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Mass. Archives Bldg.

220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston MA 02125

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Ms. Simon:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT") proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

In connection with rail line that is the subject of an application for authority to abandon,
Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted to the State
Historic Preservation Officer prior to filing with the Surface Transportation Board. In
accordance with those Regulations, | am attaching a preliminary Combined Environmental and
Historic Report (“CEHR”) covering the above-proposed abandonment.

We would appreciate receiving a letter from your office confirming that this project will
have no impact upon cultural resources. Any questions can be sent electronically to
Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).
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Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the CEHR for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free
to call or email me.

Yin 1) Hbsder

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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csx Jacksonville, Florida 32202
HOW TOMORROW MOVES Phone (904) 366'4457
o0 o0 Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com

Kevin Hardee
Joint Facilities

October 10, 2023

Dan Wright

State Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
451 West St

Ambherst, MA 01002-2934
Daniel.wright@usda.gov

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 813X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Worcester, MA

Dear Madam/Sir:

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 0.38-mile rail
line that runs between milepost QBU 4.2 and milepost QBU 4.58, on its Albany Division,
Boston Subdivision, Fitchburg Branch, in Worcester, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 01453.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(3) (ii)
require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement:

“Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land. ”

Please advise if any of the land contiguous to CSXT’s line in the project area is classified as prime
agriculture land.

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).
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Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.

Yin 1) Hbsder

Kevin Hardee
Enclosures (3)
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EXHIBIT 3 - USGS MAPS
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EXHIBIT 4 - PHOTOGRAPHS
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Bridge Structure at milepost QBU 4.52
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