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Surface Transpartation Board 10 January 2005
Case Confrol Unit

Washington, DC 20423

Altn: Ms, Rini Ghosh, Project Manager

Re; STB Docket No_ FD 34284
Dear Ms. Ghosh:

My name is Lester Landrum. My wife and | have been Quihi residents far the past 14 years and live
in the home we built at 776 CR 354 and It iInchudes one Edwards weil. Our home Is about .6 mile east
of the proposed rail and about 1.1 miles from the proposed quarty site. Our home is on registered
heritage kand that has been In the same family for 124 ysars.

in general, the EIS with three yolumes wes hard to read, iilegible on many pages and some data was
blacked out The numbser of drafls was not adequate. Data varied widely without notations and comments.
1 question if this E18 s of 3 quality for public records and archives. It appears that this report was not com-
plete, was hurried and underfunded. It was necessary to add 10 omitted pages after publication Our appeal
for additional time for study to make rational and inquiring comments was denied.

This EIS did not address the safety issue of the SGR and UP interface, The UP past and most recent
history does nat confirm that this raiiread can handle added raffic safely. STB knows and has full knowledge
of the Bexar-Medina County accidents over the last two years plus it has direct knowledge of UP operations
during “Fall peak™ operations by limiing rock carloading and train operation in this area. Nots this iopic was
not included with this report. Any mitigation should be aded by STB Director, Office of Compliance and
Enforcement, to raflact local UP operations. Thia mitigation could extend to the Houston destination area,

It did not fully address the operation to existing netwark rail line.

Floocds have caused a greater loss of life and property and have devastated mare communities in the United
States than any other natural hazard. Flash flooding is eommon in this area of Texas. Bridges, berms. piles

of rubble and debris do alter flood water and can intensify floading with damming actions. Thess latter damming
actions often fall, and produce sudden added flaod waters. Any mitigation should include the routine removal of
debris from all railrgad ditches, culverts, and bridges. This could be Included with the often noted grass mainte~
nance. This debria should include sand, gravel, rock, etc, If after some pariod of ime a local flood control
gfrganiza'tlic:nt;(i’s necessary, then the railroad should contribute It's shared part for flood correclions for the life

thera R

Quihi iz a pristine rural area in and around the intersection of FM 2878, Quihi creek, and Quihi lake. This FM 2676
fs the only major read from this area. This area and road will be inside the new proposed loop around the San
Antonig area. This mew loap is to incorporate state highway 173, just west of Quihi. With this new Joop and a
rapidly expanding population grawth west fram San Antonio, a grade-separalion is required. Plaase note that no
comments were included on this proposed new loop. Mitigation should revisit this omission with analysis,

How will SGR interface and move trains n and from the UP line? Will SGR move directly from the quarry io main
line without pausing? What will be the average speed of the train entering or exiting the quarry at CR 3537 What
will be the estimated speed of the train ertaring/exiting the UP line? How much time is required for a loaded train
to acceterate from rest to 20 mph? What will be the average speed of the train as it croesas CR 353 from the
quarry? What will be the days and heurs of the trains movements? Will UP "Fall peak” period affect the quarny
movermnents? All these and other quesitons need to be addressed in mitigation to insure SGR's 34 minute delay
at esch crussing. This 3«4 mihute peried was quoted in several SGR Jefiers. | could see no frain idle ime
included in the noise shudles, and it shauld be included in the mitigaton.

The quarry and railroad are connected fo our environment by sun, air, water, land, and fime. The quany and
railroad would be connected with ownership, preducts, meney, managsment, profits, and equipment. Common
canier status, with eminent domain powars, would seal the connection of the reils and quasy, This whole and
complete profect ehould be studied as gpe. | see this study to also include the actione and reactions with the
Union Pacific ralf to include safely, traffic. and the environment of neighbors to the east. The EIS has included
dn analysls of the patential envionment effect of the loading rack. It was not tlear if thiz Inciuded the cars and
tha engines. Wiil tha loading dust, drainage, and noise be included? Again, as enviranmental effects arm
cumiilative, these Items should be includad in all noise, dust, and water environment reviews.
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On the "Risk of Acldents”, the SEA used national statisiics to cateulate the risk of actidents ovar the proposed
wilroed. TxDot statistics should also be considared as Texas was firsl in grade~cressing fatalities. Wit racent
UP accidents over tha last iwo years a more local statistic should bs included for benchmarks. We all want the
contraling statistics 1o help save lives.

The SEA's recommended mitigation for ground water did not foltow Edwardz aquifer Authority’s request of
February 26, 2004. In this ieisr it requested an Irventory of all wells within the SGR projsct area. "Locate all
water wells in the prolect area and identity the aquifer in which they are completed.” Afl welis within the pro-
ject's site and right-of-way shauld be propeny abandoned.

Vulcan's lack of concam, ekew Of data, incompiete dats, and failure 10 address real everyday izsues is
apparent In most of Mr. David H. Cobum's lelter to you. With the above premise all mitigation should be well
understood, exadt, with follow-up and enforcement for exact pariods or junctures. All mitigations shquid have
oversight by persons with no Vulcan ties. All mitigation progress should be well publicized.

Sincerely yours,
cc: US Representative Hehry Bonilla Lester R. Landrum
US Senator John Gomyn 776 CR 354 (Quihi)

US Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison Hondo, TX 78881



