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As documentation to support my comments of April 12, 2016, informing the Board
about the ancient Native American burial mounds located in Boone Grove, Porter County,
Indiana, in the path of the proposed rail line, please find the following:

THE ANCIENT NATIVE AMERICAN BURIAL MOUNDS

The public convenience and welfare is threatened, not served by
the destruction of historic and irreplaceable Indian burial mounds.

A.

An Archaeological Summary of the Upp. Work (or Boone Grove)
Mound Group, Porter County, Indiana by Prof. Mark R. Schurr, Notre
Dame University.

Porter County, Indiana: Native American Burial Grounds (from the
State of Indiana GenWeb website).

The Archeology of Porter County by J. Gilbert McAllister, (on the
aboriginal remains and excavations in Porter County, Indiana).

Old newspaper articles detailing the discovery of Native American
remains.

Porter County’s Past : An Amateur Historian’s Perspective.
Examples of Letters detailing the significance of these Native

American Mounds (written in 2002, in protest against a proposed
landfill in approximately the same area as the proposed rail line).

As documentation to support the water and soil concerns expressed by other
speakers, please find the following:

The public convenience is threatened, not served, by the possibility of
polluting Ludington Ditch (Wolf Creek) which flows directly into the Kankakee
River. The Kankakee River is home to many aquatic birds and wildlife and
is used for recreation. Children play in its creeks and tributaries.

A.

B
C.
D

m

Pictures of Ludington Ditch (and its tributaries).
Soil Regions Map of Indiana.

Generalized Ground-Water Map of Indiana.
National Water Summary.

Water Resources of Porter County, Indiana.
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An Archaeological Summary of

The Upp-Wark (or Boone Grove) Mound Group, Porter County, Indiana

by
Mark R. Schurr
Department of Anthropology
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February 21, 2002




Upp-Wark Mounds (12 Pr 17 through 27)

The Upp-Wark mounds (Figure 1) are probably the best known mounds in Porter County,
as the largest mound in the group, the Wark mound (12 Pr 19) is clearly visible from over a half
a mile away. The mound group was first reported during the Government Land Office (GLO)
survey in 1835 when the section line between Sections 33 and 34 passed through the group. The
GLO survey reported a large mound in this location surrounded by smaller ones. This is often
shown in maps (i.e. McAllister 1932) as large mound surrounded by a circle of smaller ones, but
that is probably a schematic depiction of the mound group, where the very large Wark mound is
loosely surrounded by other smaller mounds.

The site was later visited by Blatchley, who was the State Geologist at that time. He
described the site as consisting of eight mounds in an area of about 30 acres. He also conducted
excavations in several of the mounds (Blatchley 1897).

McAllister (1932) assigned 11 site numbers to the mounds in the group. Most of the
mounds received separate site numbers, but one site number (12 Pr 23) includes two mounds.
Two of the site numbers (12 Pr 24 and Pr 27) were assigned to locations that were possible, but
unconfirmed, mounds. Nine (9) of the site numbers associated with the Upp-Wark group were
examined during this project.

Field Investigations at the Upp-Wark Mounds

During 1998 and 1999, the site was assessed as part of a study funded by the Division of
Historic Preservation and the U.S. Department of the Interior to assess mound sites in
northwestern Indiana (Schurr 1999). At that time, the mound group was owned by three
different property owners with at least two different tenants. Permission was obtained from two
of the landowners for field investigations that examined most of the site. The western half of the
site (the former Wark farm) contains sites 12 Pr 19 and 12 Pr 24 through 12 Pr 27. Most of this
area had been planted in beans, but had been tilled and rain washed just prior to the field survey,
so surface visibility was optimal (essentially 100%). An area of approximately 34 ha (84 acres)
was walked over at 10 m intervals (the areas that were systematically surveyed with traverses are
shown in Figure I-8. Two sites in the group (12 Pr 17 and 12 Pr 18), at the northwestern corner
of the group, lay in a different field. These sites were not examined because they were covered
with corn that had not yet been harvested. Two small knolls, corresponding to the locations of
12 Pr 17 and 12 Pr 18, were clearly visible in the field. These knolls are almost certainly the
badly plowed down remnants of the two mounds. At the time of the field reconnaissance, the
remainder of the mound group was located in pasture. Surface visibility in areas of pasture was
generally very poor, but areas of excellent visibility were located in thin strips along the edges of
fences. Topographic visibility in the pastures was excellent.

Surface reconnaissance survey of the western portion of the site produced almost no
artifactual evidence for prehistoric occupation. Within an area of 26 ha (64 acres) only two chert
flakes were found just south of the section line between sections 28 and 33 and one chert flake




was found approximately 100 m northwest of 12 Pr 24. The lack of artifacts in this area cannot
be attributed to the activities of earlier artifact collectors, because even chert flakes and FCR
(unlikely tatgets for artifact collectors) were virtually absent from the area.

The Wark mound (12 Pr 19) was described by McAllister (1932) who noted it was the
largest and best known mound in Porter county (it is clearly visible from over one-half mile away
even today). In 1932, the dimensions of the mound was estimated to be 100 ft (30.5 m) east to
west, 110 ft (33.6 m) north to south, and 10 ft (3.1 m) tall. It was estimated to have once been 12
to 16 ft (3.7 to 4.9 m) tall, but was documented by Blatchley as being about 12 ft (3.7 m) tall in
1897. This mound is clearly depicted as a small topographically distinctive knoll on the Kouts
USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle map.

McAllister (1932) conducted a small test excavation in this mound to determine whether
or not it was a natural feature. He concluded that the mound was artificial. It had previously
been trenched by Blatchley, who found evidence of what appears to have been a single burial that
was placed at an elevation below the original ground surface. No artifacts that could be used to
date the mound were collected during either excavation.

Four mounds (12 Pr 24 through 12 Pr 27) are located in the southwestern corner of the
group. All of these mounds were very small rises (1.5 ft [0.5 m] tall or less) at the time of
McAllister’s visit in 1931. Two of the sites (12 Pr 24 and 12 Pr 27) are thought to be mounds
based on their appearance and proximately to the other two mounds, both of which were tested
by McAllister’s excavations. Site 12 Pr 25 was tested by McAllister. He reported much charcoal
and many chert flakes. No evidence of either was found on the surface. He also found a portion
of a charred log at an elevation 1 ft (0.3 m) below the approximate elevation of the original
ground surface, suggesting the presence of some sort of sub-surface feature. No burials or
culturally diagnostic artifacts were found. Site 12 Pr 26 (the Pike mound) was also tested by
McAllister with a shallow test pit. The results of this test suggest that the mound was indeed an
artificial construction.

Today, these four mounds are barely perceptible. Their locations are indicated by slight
rises that are probably less than 10 or 20 cm in height. These topographically-higher areas are
correlated with patches of soil that are slightly lighter in color than the surrounding topsoil.
These soil patches are visible on an aerial photograph from the United States Geological Survey
dated 11 April 1998 (Figure 2).

The area containing site 12 Pr 23, which consists of two mounds near the center of the
group, is now in pasture. Slight topographic rises in this area that appear to coincide with the
mound locations mapped by McAllister probably represent the remains of these mounds. The
larger of the two mounds appears to be better preserved than the smaller, and to be less eroded
than the four mounds to the southwest. The larger one was excavated by Blatchley, but the
results were not reported. When“J. C. Allman and some Boy Scouts” dug into the mound in
1930, they found a slate gorget and an undisturbed burial between a layer of ashes and humus at
a depth of approximately 3.5 ft (1.1 m) below surface (the mound was approximately 6 ft [1.8 m]-




high in 1897). Other undocumented excavations were reportedly made into these mounds as
well (McAllister 1932).

The best preserved mounds in the group are sites 12 Pr 20, 12 Pr 21, and 12 Pr 22,
located in a line at the northeastern corner of the site. These mounds are located in a pasture and
are the only example of unplowed mounds identified during this project. Each of the mounds has
been opened sometime in the past, and the outlines of the earlier excavations are clearly visible,
giving the mounds the appearance of small volcanic craters. The mounds are located just to the
south of the edge of the bluff above the Wolf Creek floodplain. The bluff in this area is
relatively steep. The locations of these sites were incorrectly plotted on site forms on file at the
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology which were apparently prepared at Indiana
University based on McAllister’s description of the site. The mounds are actually located
approximately 150 m to the north of the plotted location, closer to the bluff line. The locations
~ of the mounds are indicated by topographic features on the Kouts USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle
map. The western-most mound (12 Pr 20) is clearly depicted on the map. The remaining two
mounds (12 Pr 21 and 12 Pr 22) are located to the east and relatively close to each other, The
topographic mappers apparently could not resolve these mounds into separate features, and a
single mound-like feature was mapped in this area. The miss-location of these sites in the site
file was based on McAllister’s map of the group (McAllister 1032:17) which places 12 Pr 20, 12
Pr 21, and 12 Pr 22 a bit to the south of where they are. The correct site locations are
documented in the State Site forms that accompany the report.

The Douglas-Hiatt mound (12 Pr 20) was described by Blatchley (1897) as being 180 ft
(54.9 m) in circumference and 4 ft (1.2 m) tall. Excavations by Douglas and Hiatt in 1928 found
several burials in a subfloor pit surrounded by black earth or muck. Artifacts were associated
with a burial in the southeast quadrant of the mound. The artifacts included a red stone platform
pipe, a copper celt, and a copper awl 4 in (10.2 cm) long and 0.38 in (1.0 cm) thick. These
results are consistent with a Hopewellian cultural affiliation for the mound. In 1931, McAllister
(1932) placed a trench along the western edge of the mound and then extended another trench
perpendicular to the first one toward the mound center until the Douglas-Hiatt excavations were
encountered. McAllister’s excavations showed that the mound contained a sub-floor pit and was
composed of two strata. The upper stratum was a mixture of ash and clay with some charcoal
which was about 2.5 ft (0.8 m) thick near the center of the mound. The lower stratum consisted
of hard, dry, lumpy yellow clay with a bottom surface marked by a layer of ashes, charcoal and
humus from 1 to 3 in (2.5 to 7.6 cm) thick (actually a third stratum) over undisturbed subsoil.
The yellow clay stratum was apparently 0.5 to 1 ft (15 to 30 cm) thick. The outlines of
McAllister’s trench and the Douglas-Hiatt pit are clearly visible today.

The Allman mound (12 Pr 21) was 4.1 ft (1.3 m) tall and about 45 ft (13.7 m) in diameter
in 1931. It appears little changed today. The mound was excavated by Blatchley in 1897, when
nothing was found, and by J. C. Allman in 1928, who left a brief account of his excavation
(McAllister 1932:21-22). The mound apparently contained a rectangular sub-surface tomb
approximately 3.5 ft by 6 ft (1.1 by 1.8 m) in size which was covered by a layer of mucky soil.
Secondary burials had been placed in the tomb and no artifacts were found. Allman described a




thin layer of “red ashes” below the tomb and a thicker layer (0.4 to 4 in [1 to 10 cm]) of “white
ashes” above the tomb. It is possible that the “red ashes” were produced by soil stained with red
ocher and that the “white ashes” were actually marl. The outlines of Almann’s excavations are
still visible today.

The Franz-Green mound (12 Pr 22) is the eastern-most mound of the Upp-Wark group
and the second largest in the group. Blatchley (1897) described the mound as being 210 ft (64.1
m) in circumference and 10 ft (3.1 m) tall. It was excavated at least twice, but an account is only
available for excavations made by Franz and Green in 1915. While notes were available from
the 1915 excavations, McAllister (1932:23-26) pointed out that the notes were not prepared until
1931 and that two different accounts of the excavation were available. In 1915, the mound was
approximately 60 ft (18.3 m) in diameter and 8 ft (2.4 m) tall. In 1931, it was still 60 ft (18.3 m)
in diameter but had been reduced to a height of 5.1 ft (1.6 m), according to McAllister’s transit
measurements. The Franz-Green excavation identified a sub-surface tomb approximately 9.5 ft
by 18 ft (2.9 by 5.5 m), which extended about 2.5 ft (0.8 m) into the subsoil after the topsoil had
been removed. The bottom surface of the tomb was covered with a thin (0.5 in [1.3 cm]) layer of
ashes and upper surface of the tomb was covered by a thicker layer of ashes (0.5to 2in[0.2to 5
cm]). The upper layer of ashes apparently extended beyond the tomb, and it was “thought to
have been general throughout the mound” (McAllister 1932:24). The tomb contained at least 17
burials. Artifactual associations included a cache of seven diagonally notched points, two cut
and polished human mandibles, five conch shell beads associated with a child’s skeleton, and a
sheet copper tube which surrounded a number of reeds. No pottery was found. An unusual
feature of the tomb was a rectangular area of compacted clay, charcoal, and ash 12 by 16 in (30
by 41 cm) on top and 4 in (10 cm) thick. This feature was located at the northern end of the
tomb with its upper surface level with the upper edge of the tomb. The excavators called it an
“alter” and destroyed it when they tried to remove it from the mound. As McAllister noted, the
construction of the mound and its contents are clearly Hopewellian. This mound now appears to
be little changed from the time of McAllister’s visit,

Examination of the ground surface in the vicinity of these three mounds provided most of
the artifactual evidence for prehistoric activities at the site. The mounds were in a pasture at the
time of the field survey and surface visibility was generally poor, except along the edges of
fences, where bare ground was present, and in a recently tilled field located to the south of the
pasture containing the mounds. A total area of 8 ha (20 acres) was examined on the eastern edge
of the group. Cultivated areas were surveyed at 10 m intervals. For the portions of the site in
pasture, areas of bare ground were carefully examined. Approximately 5 to 10% of the site
surface was exposed as bare ground. A sparse scatter of flakes was found adjacent to each
mound. The densest concentration of artifacts was located along the edge of the bluff north of 12
Pr 21 (Allman mound). Eroded soil along the bluff edge produced several chert flakes, two
pieces of fire-cracked rock, one projectile point base, and one complete point. Both points
resemble Steuben Expanding stem types, suggesting a late Middle Woodland date for habitation
occupations in this portion of the site.




Conclusions:

Past.excavations, while not being up to modern standards, provide conclusive evidence
that mounds were constructed during the Middle Woodland period (between about 150 B.C. and
A. D. 350, give or take 50 years or so). Archaeologists assign occupations of this time period in
this region to the Goodall tradition (Quimby 1941; Mangold and Schurr 2000), a local variety of
the Hopewellian culture which is closely related to contemporary occupations of the lower
Ilinois River Valley. Because of its great age (approximately 2,000 years old), it has not been
possible to connect the builders of the mounds with any know existing Native American groups.

Based on the distribution of artifacts at the Upp-Wark group, as determined so far, there
is a relatively high density of artifacts near the mounds along the bluff edge at the eastern edge of
the site (12 Pr 20 through Pr 22), a sparse scatter of flakes to the north of 12 Pr 19, and an almost
complete absence of artifacts at the other mounds examined during the reconnaissance. It
appears that habitation areas were associated with the mound group, and that these were probably
located at the northern end of the group. This is a logical location because it places the
habitation areas next to Wolf Creek, the closest source of water. Habitation areas on the western
side of the site are probably located north of the former Wark farm in the area that was not
examined during this project (this area should be assessed by future surveys). The artifactual
distributions to date suggest that habitation areas at Upp-Wark were located in a relatively
narrow band approximately 100 m wide on the edge of the bluff or terrace margin overlooking
Wolf Creek (Figure 1).

The Upp-Wark mound group contains mounds that span the full range of archaeological
integrity seen in mound sites in the study area. The group contains the best-preserved mounds
identified during the survey, including the extremely well preserved mounds at the eastern edge
of the group (12 Pr 20 through Pr 22) and the impressive Wark mound (12 Pr 19). The
remaining mounds are typical examples of mounds badly diminished by plowing and erosion.
This site would be an excellent candidate for intensive archaeological investigations or for
preservation. Minimally, remote sensing and other archaeological investigations should be done
to precisely document the location of each mound, mound remnant, and habitation areas.

The site is clearly eligible for both the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures
and the National Register of Historic Places. The site is not only significant for the mounds and
prehistoric habitation area that it contains, but also for its role in the historical development of
archaeology as a discipline in Indiana and the United States. It is an outstanding example of a
site that was first documented through the GLO surveys and then was investigated by historically
significant people such as Blatchley and McAllister who were innovators during their day.

Although many of the mounds have been dug into and almost destroyed by plowing,
remote sensing studies and carefully controlled test excavations of other similar mounds in
northwestern Indiana (Schurr 1997; 1998; 1999) and in other parts of the Midwest (Lynott 1997)
have demonstrated that even mounds which have been totally obliterated on the surface are
extremely likely to contain intact archaeological deposits, and portions or complete human
burials. It would be highly desirable if this site could be protected as public property or as an
archaeological preserve such as those developed by the Archaeological Conservancy.
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Flgure 1: Portion of thev USGS Kouts, IN 7.5 minute quadrangle map showmg the locatlon of the
Upp-Wark mound group (locations of mounds which do not appear on the topographic map are
approximate).




Figure 2: USGS aerial photograph of the Upp-Wark mound group.
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| PORTER COUNTY, INDIANA

A Part of the Indiana GenV/ab Projoct

Native American Burial Grounds
Index of Native American Burial Grounds in Porter County . . . .

Numerous Native American burial grounds have been identified in Porter County. The
burial customs of Native Americans have varied widely, not only geographically, but also
through time. Differing environments, social structure, and spiritual beliefs led to various
burial practices. In the region surrounding and including Porter County, the common
Native American burial practice included the construction of earthen mounds, some of
which were chambered mounds and others that were crematory mounds. Several
prominent Native American burial mounds once existed in Porter County; it has been
reported that a total of at least 42 Native American mounds existed at one time in Porter
County. Most of these mounds have been leveled due to farming practices, development,
and destruction from early archaeological digs and curiosity seekers.

Below is an enumeration, listed alphabetically by township, of known Native American
| burial grounds located within the boundaries Porter County. It should be noted that not all
- mounds were constructed and used by Native Americans as burial tombs. For instance,
piles of earth were heaped into mounds for the purpose of elevating wigwams in low, wet
! areas. As such, we do not provide a list of all known mounds, both existing and
obliterated, in the county. Rather, we review only those Native American mounds that are
known to have yielded human skeletal remains upon excavation.

Boone Township

A. In a history of Boone Township published in 1936 in The Vidette-Messenger, it is t
reported that:

J "Even today it is not uncommon to find arrow heads and stone
| hatchets in Boone Township. Immediately across what is now
State Road No. 152 from Hod Morrow-s,house-near the Kankakee
‘ is an old Indian burial ground. J. M. Morrow recalls that together
l with his brother Hod and other boys of the community he has
unearthed many arrow heads, hatchets and bones. He has a
' collection of these early relics. Some of the skeletons had been
buried in a horizontal position, others in a sitting position. One
tiny grave was uncovered and was encased on clam shells but
containing no bones. This undoubtedly was the grave of an infant
whose bones were not as yet ossified. It was not an uncommon
practice for infants to be buried in hollow logs. We can well imagine
that over these burial mounds the Indian squaws blacked their
faces and cooked and ate their food as was their custom in
mourning their departed. It is small wonder when they revisited
these mounds, after they have moved westward, that they were
shocked by the fate of the sacred burial places. In a visit to the
burial ground just mentioned the writer in company with M. E.
Dinsmoore found, in a matter of a few minutes, three arrow
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heads, a part of an Indian axe and several human bones. A corn
field now covers the mound."

The aforementioned burial ground is referred to in McAllister's report on the archaeology of
Porter County as Site 32. McAllister places the exact location of this Native American burial
site at the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of Section
26, Township 33 North, Range 7 West. As of 2012, the site is under cultivation for
agricultural purposes. With regard to this burial site, McAllister states that:

"...the Morrow family has come upon burials in the sandy elevation,
twenty rods east of the highway. A pipe is said to have been found
with one burial. It is also reported by U. H. Morrow that mussel
shells were placed with the burial, usually over the body. This was
noted a number of times in burials found in several places on the
sandy elevation. The site is now planted in corn."

B. A Native American burial ground is Iocatgéd"?upgq a sandy ridge in the northeast quarter
of the northeast quarter of Section 27, wa'ﬁ‘é:Hi'H:."éB North, Range 7 West, which is the
land located directly southwest of the intersection of Indiana State Route 2 and US Route
231. McAllister's report on the archaeology of Porter County refers to this Native American

burial site as Site 32, and states that:

"This is known generally throughout the region as an Indian
burial ground."

Today, this land contains several residential homes.

C. The Vergin Mound was a rather isolated and undisturbed mound until 1932 when J.
Gilbert McAllister and his archaeoclogical team excavated the site. The mound is named
after Richard and Doshia Vergin, owners of the property on which the mound is located at
the time of its scientific excavation. The mound's exact location is the southeast quarter of
the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 5, Township 33 North, Range 6
West. The 50 foot diameter mound rose 4.5 feet above the surrounding elevations.
Portions of five different skeletons were uncovered during excavation.

http://www.inportercounty.org/Data/Cemeteries/NativeAmericanBurial Grounds.html 4/13/2016
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‘ D. The Aylesworth Mound is named after the Aylesworth family since it was located on
their property when the mound was first scientifically evaluated. The mound is located in
the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 9,

| Township 33 North, Range 6 West, approximately 1,300 feet north of Indiana State Road 8

' and 1,000 feet west of County Road 200 West. Today, the cul-de-sacs of Walter Drive and
Chester Drive are located very near the location of the Aylesworth Mound. The mound was
excavated as early as 1891 by George C. Gregg, of Hebron, who found skeletal material at
a depth of three feet. No artifacts were found with the human remains.

E. In McAllister's archaeological report of Porter County is mentioned a burial ground on
the property of John Reif. The location of thc? burial ground is the northwest quarter of the
northeast quarter of the northwest quarte\' of Section 17, Township 33 North, Range 5
West. Today, the burial site is situated betwee ,I”dlana State Road 8 and Reif Drive,
within a subdivision of homes. McAllister states that:

"Tradition among the oldest settlers tells of a natural sand mound
which has been used as an Indian cemetery. According to John

Reif white men are buried on the southern slope of this same
elevation. Artifacts are sometimes unearthed while plowing....About
100 feet north and on the line between Sections 17 and 8, skeletons
and accompanying artifacts were unearthed when a cut was put
through the sand ridge in building the highway."

F. In Lewis Publishing Company's 1912 published history of Porter County a large Native
‘ American burial ground is mentioned to exist in Section 21, Township 33 North, Range 6
West:

‘ "In the early '50s [1850s] a sawmill was set up near the mouth of Sandy
- Hook creek in Boone township, and soon after that it was started a
number of old Indians visited the neighborhood to pay their respects to
l the graves of some of their ancestors. ThfS led to the discovery of an
{3 ‘
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old Indian burying ground some seven or eight acres in extent, located

in section 21, township 33 north, range 6 west, a short distance north of
the Kankakee river. After the departure of the Indian visitors, excavations
were made and a number of implements, weapons, ornaments, images,
etc., were found."

Source Citations:

Anonymous. August 18, 1936. "The Hebron School History of Boone
Township: As Compiled by History Class and Instructors for
The Vidette-Messenger," The Vidette-Messenger Volume 10,
Section 3, pp. 21-23.

Blatchley, W. S. 1898. "The Geology of Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana,"
(pp. 25-104) In: Indiana Department of Geology and Natural
Resources, 22nd Annual Report. Indianapolis, Indiana: William B.
Buford. 1,197 p. [see pp. 86-88]

Lewis Publishing Company. 1912. History of Porter County, Indiana: A
Narrative of its Historical Progress, its People and its Principal
Interests. Volume 1, Chicago, Illinois:“{’ewis: Publishing Company.
357 p. [see p. 24] Lln Rl

McAllister, J. Gilbert. 1932. The Archaeology of Porter County. Indiana
History Bulletin 10(1):1-96.

Center Township

A. A brief mention on a Native American burial ground located in Center Township is made
in an August 27, 1960, column concerning John Jacob Astor trading posts published in The
Vidette-Messenger, as follows:

".... No records exist, but Mrs. Elizabeth Massey, who was an early
settler, often told of counting 45 Indian graves on the highland, close
to the site where our citizens established the Old Cemetery, the
Union Street cemetery. That general area was the only spot in the
vicinity high enough to permit a dry grave to be dig."

Source Citation:

The Stroller. August 27, 1960. "Astor Trading Post Once Set Up In
This Community," The Vidette-Messenger Volume 34, Number 48,
Page 1, Columns 5 and 6, and, Rage 19;,Columns 5 and 6.

Liberty Township

A. A Native American burial ground reportedly existed adjacent to the The Cole Cemetery.
The Cole Cemetery, which no longer exists, was located on the southwest quarter of
Section 19, west of the Old 49 Highway. The cemetery was situated on a hill just behind
the Cole family farm, now occupied by the Liberty Bible Church. After the death of Sally
(Dillingham) Cole, the Cole farm was sold and then resold to I. M. Biggs around 1900.

The Biggs family requested that the graves be moved from the site, which the Cole family
agreed to do since they feared that the tombstones would be removed and the graves
plowed over and obliterated. The graves and tombstones of four Cole family members
buried in the cemetery were disinterred and moved to the Adams Cemetery in Morgan

http://www.inportercounty.org/Data/Cemeteries/NativeAmericanBurial Grounds.html
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Township, where Sally (Dillingham) Cole's son had a family plot.

B. It has been reported that a probable Native American burial mound exists in the
northeast quarter of Section 25 of Liberty Township, adjacent to Liberty Farms Mobile
Home Park. R T\ PR

C. An Indian burial mound located near Gossett Cemetery was mentioned in a article
concerning Porter County published in The Vidette-Messenger in 1959, The article states,
in part:

"At Gosset cemetery on Salt Creek is buried another Revolutionary

War veteran, Father Bataan, who with his daughter came to the ill-fated
City West to buy a town lot in 1837 -- and finding the townsite a failure,
he took up his residence at Valparaiso. This old cemetery dates so far
back in history that no one knows when the first white man was buried
there. Nearby was an ancient Indian graveyard."

D. A possible Indian burial site was uncovered when a skull was found at 9:45 am on
January 20, 2014, by Precision Pipeline LLC while excavating along the route of the
Enbridge Pipeline. The skull was located approximately 500 feet west of Meridian road and
one-quarter mile south of US Route 6 (east half of the southeast quarter of Section 23).
Preliminary research determined the skull was of pre-1940 origin.

E. An Indian burial mound is reportedly located near Butternut Springs in the east half of
the southeast quarter of Section 27 of Liberty Township. A lengthy description of Butternut
Springs was written in 1936 by the Writers' Program of the Works Progress Administration,
which includes the following statement: .2t (7

"Although there are several springs in this vicinity none is similar to
the one where the Indians brought their sick to be healed....

Two blocks west of the spring is a small mound which is said to be
the grave of an Indian Cheif [sic]. At one end of the grave is a tree
which has a crook in it which appears to look like the hump on a
Camel's back and it is called the 'Camel Tree' for that reason."

) — )
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[CAMPERS AT "“THE TRAIL TREE"
BUTTERNUT SPRINGS CAMP,
" NEAR VALPARAIEO, INDIANA

Postcard image of "Camel Tree" located at site of reported Native
American burial mound at Butternut Springs, Liberty Township, Porter
County, Indiana.

Source Citations:
Anonymous. December 22, 1971. "Does Ecology Play Part?" The
Vidette-Messenger Volume 45, Number 144, Page 1,
Columns 3 and 4.

Communication with J. Timothy Cole of Chesterton, Indiana.
Scheibel, John. January 21, 2014. "DNR Takes Over Investigation
of Skull Found in Porter County," The Times. [Accessed

June 28, 2015]

The Stroller. January 21, 1959, "Cemeteries Remind of Yesteryear,"
The Vidette-Messenger Volume 32, Number 67, Page 1,
Column 1, and Page 6, Column 3,

0l
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he Stroller, September 15, 1961, "Liberty Township Neutral Zone
for Early Warriors,"” The Vidette-Messenger Volume 35, Number 62,
Page 1, Columns 7 and 8, and Page 8, Columns 4 and 5.

Writers' Program, Works Progress Administration. 1936. Porter County,
Indiana, Folder 146. Terre Haute, Indiana: Indiana State
University, Cunningham Memorial Library. pp. 294-296.

Morgan Township

A. The LaCount Mounds are located in the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of
the southwest quarter of Section 30, Township 34 North, Range 5 West in Morgan
Township, approximately 400 feet north of Sandy Hook Creek. The name of the mounds
originates from the owner of the land on which they were located, Charles F. LaCount. The
mounds are reported to have been approximately 15 feet in height, but by 1932 the height
of the largest mound had diminished to two feet due to previous excavations. Today, the
mounds are virtually flattened. Just west of the center of the largest mound, at a depth of
three to four feet, were found three skeletons. A leather-wrapped copper celt measuring
5.63 inches in length, a pipe, and a pjece gf,_p\)gttery were found with the skeletal remains,

An article published in the August 29, 19_21';-,‘iﬂs§‘dg of the Valparaiso Daily Vidette states
that:

"An Indian mound, on the Charles LaCount farm, in Morgan
township, which has been excavated by the LaCount Brothers,
has given up four skeletons of what are generally believed

to be Indians. The bones of the bodies crumble upon being
exposed to the air, but the teeth are remarkably well preserved.
The skeletons are those of big men, and tomahawks, pipes
and pottery found near the bodies prove beyond a doubt that
they are Indians. The state of the bones indicates that burial
took place many years ago. The mound itself, is twenty feet
high and more than fifty feet across. The earth composing the
mound is clay texture of soil that is proof against weathering.
There are three other mounds on the LaCount farm and these
will be excavated by the LaCount boys."

In 1921, Charles F. LaCount owned the majority of the south one-half of Section 30 in
Morgan Township. St

Source Citation: 1B
McAllister, J. Gilbert. 1932. The Archaeology of Porter County. Indiana
History Bulletin 10(1):1-96.

Pleasant Township

A. The Weise Mound is discussed in great detail in McAllister's report of the archaeology of
Porter County. The mound was named after Albert Weise, on whose property the mound
existed when it was scientifically examined by McAllister. The exact location of the mound
is the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 27,
Township 33 North, Range 6 West. Alternatively, the land located directly southwest of
where County Road 1025 South and County Road 100 West meet is where the Weise

http://www.inportercounty.org/Data/Cemeteries/Native AmericanBurial Grounds.html 4/13/2016
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Mound is located. Note that the region around the Weiss Mound was commonly referred [
as Indian Garden.

McAllister reports that the Weise Mound was first plowed in 1925 and had been plowed two
additional times between 1926 and 1932. ‘An excavation of the mound is known to have
taken place in 1908 by Charles Wilcox, who is:reported to have unearthed six skeletons.
During McAllister's excavation of the Weise Mound, five more skeletons were found and a
group of "reburials" were also uncovered, which may possibly have been from the Wilcox
excavation.

PLate 19, 15- 1o 20-Faot Skerion oF Weer Mouxn, Sire i35
[ At fout of laborer, Skeliton No. 13 toward center of cut,
psroup af reburinls]

B. The Collier Burial Ground is located just east of the the historic Collier Store at Baum's
Bridge. The exact location of the burial ground is the south one-half of the southwest
quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 26, Township 33 North, Range 6 West. A very
large number of Native American artifacts have been unearthed in this particular area over
the past many decades. In McAllister's report on the archaeology of Porter County, it is
mentioned that:

"Several burials have been found by Jim Collier in the immediate
vicinity. One, he says, was in a sitting posture."

Source Citations:
McAllister, J. Gilbert. 1932. The Archaeology of Porter County. Indiana
History Bulletin 10(1):1-96.

Portage Township Co Rt

e

A. The 1882 History of Porter County, Indiana; states that (p. 215):

"On Section 36, Township 36, Range 6, was what had the
appearance of an Indian burying-ground. Evidences of

http://www.inportercounty.org/Data/Cemeteries/NativeAmericanBurial Grounds.html 4/13/2016
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apbout twenty graves were to be seen."
The exact location of this burial ground in Section 36 is unknown.

Source Citation:

Goodspeed, Weston A., and Charles Blanchard. 1882. Counties of Lake
and Porter, Indiana: Historical and Biographical. Chicago, Illinois:
F. A. Battey and Company. 771 p.

Porter Township

The Wark Mounds represent a group of at Ieast ten Native American mounds located in
Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34 of Township 34 Npri;h, Range 6 West in Porter Township, east
of Boone Grove. This complex of mounds is named after one of the former owners of land
upon which several mounds are located, John Wark. The largest mound in the group is
referred to as the Wark Mound. These mounds were known to exist as early as 1834 since
they are clearly notated in the Record of Field Notes, United States Land Survey; the notes
regarding the survey of the north-south line between Sections 33 and 34 state that "a
large artificial mound surrounded by a number of smaller ones." By 1932, many of the
mounds, especially those located in Section 33, were barely visible due to previous
excavations. Note that not every mound in this group has yielded skeletal remains when
excavated. Thus, only mounds that have yielded skeletal remains are detailed below.

A. The Wark Mound is the largest Native American burial mound in Porter County and is
located in the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of
Section 33, Township 34 North, Range 6 West. Being slightly more than 100 feet in
diameter, the Wark Mound was approximately 16 feet in height before excavations reduced
its height to about ten feet by 1932. The Record of Field Notes, United States Land Survey
of 1834 reports that nine smaller mounds surrounded the Wark Mound, but by 1897 these
nine smaller mounds no longer were visually perceptible. A. E. Upp was the first man to
farm the land upon which the Wark Mound is located. It has been reported that Upp stated
that the mound was much steeper and qUIF@difficult to plow when he began farming the
land. On October 6 and 7, 1897, State Ge;oldéfstiw S. Blatchley excavated a ditch
measuring three feet W|de 32 feet long, and 14 feet deep through the center of the Wark
Mound. Near the very center of the mound was found one very badly decayed partial
skeleton; a total of 14 teeth were found and only a few bones were recovered.

RS s
bt
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Prate 2. Wark Mousp, Stk 19, NEar Booxk GROVE,
THE LARGEST MOUND N PorTER COUNTY

."J ¥ ‘;. i
PHS jrse :
; ’ Meresidi
e TG 1” Ao BY 4
Clerrets /.{71’ ko e fr?f‘y
refads

Portion of original government survey map prepared by William Clark in
1834 of Township 34 North, Range 6 West, showing the Wark Mounds
in Sections 33 and 34.

The following newspaper item concerning the Wark Mound was mentioned in the August
23, 1916, issue of The Porter County Vidette:

"A. E. UPP FINDS PAPOOSE PLAYTHING-ON FARM

A. E. Upp, residing in Boone Gove, has one of the smallest
arrowheads in existence. It is only a half-inch long and may
have been a plaything for some papoose. While pulling weeds
the other day, Mr. Upp found it near the mounds that are
located on his farm and that of Robert Wark, which gave up
many Indian skeletons a year ago."

B. The Allman Mound is one of the mounds in the Wark Mounds group and is located in the
approximate center of the south one-half of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter
of Section 34, Township 34 North, Range 6 West. In 1931, the diameter and height of the
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Allman Mound was reported to be 45 feet and 4.1 feet, respectively. State Geologist W. S.
Blatchley reported that in October of 1897, Charles H. Wood, Superintendent of the
Valparaiso Schools, excavated the Allman Mound. Blatchley stated that Wood found "no
skeletons or implements of any kind," but that "charcoal and ashes were quite common."
In 1928, J. C. Allman excavated atthe centér of the mound to a depth of three feet.

Allman unearthed several skeletal remains, reporting that most of the bones were in an
excellent state of preservation. TR

Prate 1, ALLMAN Mouxp, Sity 21, LEET} b‘n‘i\;g.rgg,;qn;:r;.\;
Mouxy, 8178 22, wenT, Neak BooNe GRovE .
TLoteporum

C. The Franz-Green Mound is one of the mounds in the Wark Mounds group and is located
in the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 34,
Township 34 North, Range 6 West. State Geologist E. W. Blatchley reported in 1897 that
this mound "is 210 feet in circumference and its crest is 10 feet above the surrounding
level." Blatchley reports that Charles H. Wood, Superintendent of the Valparaiso Schools,
excavated at the Franz-Green Mound, but no information concerning Wood's discoveries is
available. In 1915, the mound was excavated by Harvey Franz and Amos Green, from
which the mound derives its name. The Franz-Green excavation resulted in the discovery
of at least 17 burials, three of which were children. Numerous artifacts were also found
with the burials. Interestingly, much of the soil removed from the Franz-Green Mound was
taken away to be used as fill for the low areas around the barn yard of William Rampke.

http://www.inportercounty.org/Data/Cemeteries/NativeAmericanBurial Grounds.html 4/13/2016
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Prate 5, Fraxz-Grees Mousn, VHOToGRAFHED BY A, GREEN
REFORE EXCAVATION 18 1A

D. Two smaller mounds, known as Site 23 in McAllister's archaeological report for Porter
County published in the Indiana History Bulletin, exist on the section line between Sections
33 and 34, Township 34 North, Range 6 West. State Geologist W. S. Blatchley reports that
one of these two mounds "is 175 feet in circumference and six feet high, the other 75 feet
in circumference and four feet in height." Blatchley and Charles H. Wood, Superintendent
of the Valparaiso Schools, excavated at Site 23 in 1897, though results of their excavation
are unknown. In the fall of 1930, J. C. Allman and some boy scouts excavated the larger of
the two mounds located at Site 23 and at a depth of four feet discovered skeletal material.
The human remains were reportedly not disturbed.

l Unknown. The following newspaper item published in the The Porter County Vidette on
January 24, 1917, mentions Native American remains that were found in the Boone Grove
area. This suggests that the remains may have possibly originated from the Wark mounds.

"Jake Marks, the west side barber, who maintains a
collection of curios in his window, has an addition to
it today in the form of upper and lower jawbones

of an Indian, unearthed near Boone Grove, and
provided for the display by Charles Cobb."

Source Citations:
Anonymous. August 23, 1916. "A. E. Upp Finds Papoose Plaything
on Farm," The Porter County Vidette [page 1, column 4].
Anonymous. June 1, 1956. "Indian Burial Mounds Still Dot Landscape
in Boone Grove Area," The Vidette Messenger 29(281):8,
Anonymous, January 24, 1917, "Local Squibs and Personals,"
The Porter County Vidette [page 3, column 1].
Bennett, Mrs. L. F. September 20, 1916. "Centennial Notes:
| Geography Notes Continued," The Porter County
! Vidette [page 4, column 6].
Blatchley, W. S. 1898, "The Geology of Lake and Porter Counties,
Indiana, " in (pp. 25-104) Indiana Department of Geology
‘ and Natural Resources, Twenty-second Annual Report.
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Indianapolis, Indiana: William B. Buford. 1,197 p. [see pp. 86-88]

Drury, John. 1956. This is Porter County. Chicago, Illinois: Inland
Photo Company. 352 p.

Field Notes North of the Base Line and West of the 2d Meridian,
Indiana, 22:447. Located at Indiana State Archives, Indianapolis,
Indiana.

McAllister, . Gilbert, 1932. "The Archaeology of Porter County," Indiana
History Bulletin 10(1):1-96,

The Stroller. November 10, 1960. "Bodies of 17 Warriors Found in
Battle Regalia," The Vidette-Messenger 34(110):1, 14.

Washington Township

A. The 1882 History of Porter County, Indiana, states that (p. 178):

"A village of about one hundred or more Pottawatomie Indians
was situated near the present site of Prattville. Their burying-ground
was located on what is now Harmond. Beach's orchard."

An inspection of the 1876 plat map for WaSh‘ingtp_n Township published by A. G. Hardesty,
shows that Harmond Beach's orchard, and thus the Native American burial ground, is
located in the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of
Section 21, Township 35 North, Range 5 West. No evidence of the Indian burial ground
exists today.

Source Citations:

Goodspeed, Weston A., and Charles Blanchard. 1882. Counties of Lake
and Porter, Indiana: Historical and Biographical. Chicago, Illinois:
F. A. Battey and Company. 771 p.

Hardesty, A, G. 1876. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Porter County,
Indiana. Valparaiso, Indiana: A. G. Hardesty. 90 p.

Westchester Township

A. The Bailly Cemetery is located approximately three-quarters of a mile north of the
Joseph Bailly Homestead in Westchester Township, at the base of a sand ridge in the
center of the northeast quarter of Section 27 [click here for detailed historical
information concerning Bailly Cemetery]. It is the oldest white burial ground in Porter
County. It has been recorded that Joseph Bailly buried his son, Napoleon B. "Robert"
Bailly, here in 1827. It has also been recorded that Native Americans first used the site for
the burial of their dead. Though skeletons have been uncovered at the cemetery site on
numerous occasions, they have always been reburied without a determination of their
race. Hence, it has not been conclusively determined whether the Bailly Cemetery was
originally a sacred Indian burial ground.

B. An Native American burial ground is located just to the west of the now nonexistent
village of City West in the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of the northeast
quarter of Section 14, Township 37 North, Range 6 West. City West was laid out along the
southeasterly shore of Lake Michigan at, or just south of, the mouth of Fort Creek, The
pavilion at Indiana Dunes State Park is located just east of where the village was located.
City West competed with Michigan City for federal funds to be used for the construction of
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a port, but did not gain the support of Congress and slowly became depopulated. All the
structures in City West were destroyed by a lightening-ignited wildfire in 1854. Timothy H.
Ball, a resident of City West as a young boy, provides a firsthand account of a Native
American burial ground adjacent to City West |n his book concerning the history of
Northwest Indiana in the 1800s: R

5 [ & ul\,

"On a sand knoll, between the w!lage ahi! fhé lake, on the bank

of the creek, there was an Indian burial ground of some size, the

marks or inscriptions on the head-boards seeming to have been

painted with Indian puccoon root. Here the villagers did not bury;

this sacred spot they did not disturb. Near this, in the summer and

fall, some Indian encampments were held; the Indians being quiet,
peaceable hunting parties, one party at least having come down

Lake Michigan from Green Bay, if the information imparted to the

villagers was correct."

Hardesty's history of Porter County, published in 1876, also mentions the Native American
burial ground located near City West:

"Old City West, an Indian barricade at the time this country was

first known to the whites, and now used as a summer resort by many,

is the oldest point in this county entitled to the name of a town. Mr.

Joseph C. Morgan was at an Indian burial at this place in 1838. It

was the funeral of a squaw, wife of the principal chief. The

ceremonies consisted of speaking, smgmg, dancrng and a sacred

feast of well-baked venison." =~ ==

el

McAllister's archaeological report of Porter County mentions the Native American burial
ground near City West, stating that:

"...at a place known as 'grave-yard' blow-out, a number of
people have found skeletal material, including vertebra with
arrow embedded in the bone."

C. McAllister's archaeological report of Porter County also reports the existence of a Native
American burial ground located in the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of the
northeast quarter of Section 1, Township 37 North, Range 6 West, which is approximately
500 feet southwest of the entrance to St. Patrick Catholic Cemetery on South Calumet
Road. McAllister's report states that:

"According to W. Lahyn [William LaHayn] and A. J. Bouser [Arthur
J. Bowser] this mound was formerly 6 feet high and 80 feet in
diameter. It is now little more than 1.5 feet high, though still
retaining much of its symmetry. It has been dug into a number
of times, skeletal material and many rélics being found. The
mound has been farmed over and is now planted in alfalfa. Only
flint chips were found at the time of the present survey."

D. A Native American burial mound once stood between Morgan Lake and Billington Lake
on the line between Sections 5 and 6, Township 36 North, Range 5 West. Today, the
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mound is completely obliterated and Sand Creek Drive traverses the site. The mound is
thought to have stood about one to two hundred feet north of the north parking lot at
Sand Creek Country Club. McAllister mentions this mound in his survey of archaeological
sites in of Porter County:

"It was reported by Ed Morgan that there were formerly three

mounds on his father's farm. He estimates that they were

about 12 feet in diameter and approximately 2 feet high.

They were excavated by the Morgans in 1893, but only

skeletal material was found....Two slight elevations indicates

where they stood. The soil is a sandy loam. Burned stone and

flint flakes were found on the surface. Large oak trees grown

on and near the site." & i it

E. When Wagner Road (County Road 50 West) was being constructed to connect with the
Dunes Highway (US Route 12) north of the town of Porter, seven complete skeletons were
said to have been removed, though no artifacts were reported to be found with the skeletal
remains. These Native American burials were found just west of Wagner Road and south of
the Dunes Highway, or more specifically in the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter
of the northwest quarter of Section 26, Township 37 North, Range 6 West. The land on
which the skeletal remains were found was, at the time of discovery, owned by Benjamin
and Clara Lehman.

Source Citations:

Ball, Timothy H. 1900. Northwestern Indiana From 1800 to 1900: A
View of Our Region Through the Nineteenth Century. Chicago,
Illinois: Donohue & Henneberry. 570 p.

Bowers, John O. 1929, "Dream Cities of The Calumet," in (pp. 174-
198) History of Lake County. Volume 10. Gary, Indiana: Lake
County Historical Association (Calumet Press). 223 p.

Bringelson, Dawn, and Jay T. Sturdevant. 2007. An Archeological
Overview and Assessment of Indiana:Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana. Technical Report;No. 7. Lincoln,

Nebraska: US Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, Midwest Archeological Center. 160 p.

Clemenson, A. Berle, Kenneth W. Bennett, and Catherine H. Blee. 1976.
Historic Structure Report, Bailly Cemetery: Historical,
Architectural, and Archeological Data, Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore, Indiana. United States Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, Historic Preservation Division.
Denver, Colorado: United States Department of the Interior. 85 p.

Hardesty, A. G. 1876. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Porter County,
Indiana. Valparaiso, Indiana: A. G. Hardesty. 90 p.

McAllister, J. Gilbert. 1932. "The Archaeology of Porter County," Indiana
History Bulletin 10(1):1-96.

Nelson, C. W. 1949. The Bailly Cemetery. Manuscript in Reed Folder.
Porter, Indiana: Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Park. pp. 11-12.

Skinner, Hubert M. January 15, 1878. Complete History of Porter
County. Valparaiso, Indiana: Published by Author.
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NOTE: If you have information that you like to:add to this database, including corrections,
then please contribute it to Steve Shook.

Native American Burial Ground data and report prepared by Steven R. Shook

Copyright © 1996-2008, Cheryl Trowbridge-Miller
Copyright © 2008-present, Steven R. Shook
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After digging deep with the spades,
Green and Franz used trowels and
umd the earth carefully. One by

< the skelétons were exposed., The

v & and the toes crumbled llke
‘ree skulls were saved from

r of mother earth and time,;

jand many bones from the arms and;
legs. From most of the jawbones thb:
teeth rattled. One jaw was preserv--
ed, with every tooth set in the sock-
ets, and Charles Hicks has thia.
Strange to say, the teeth were still
flrm. Not a sign of cavities did they
show, and had a dentist lived in
that dim, distant age of mound
builders, he would nave starved toi
death or been driven to dine In thé
primitive way. . .

Amos Green {8 a photographer.
In this eclty he has many friends,
 ITe was associated with A. H. Read-
ing here, and still cleaves to the pro-
fecclon of his choice. With Mr.
Franz he started out for a uniqgue
vacation this year, and chose to dig
in the mounds near Boone Grove.
This morning  they were found tak-

) DG -
mmwsmms
DU FAOM MOUND

Two Young Men Unearth
! Prehistoric Remains Near
Boone Grove; Have Best
Yacation Ever Enjoyed.

FINGERS CRUMBLED

o

Seventeen 'red men, who set thelr
bodies down in death before Christo-
pher Columbus sailed out on the un-
charted seas for the west, were dug
out yesterday and today by Amos

/ Green, formerly of this city, now of

"U"q (/'/,a.dfmédﬂ’ oyt
\Dﬂc'{l,(}' L /N)eer ) (O{ﬂ -

~ ing out the last of the seventeen skel-
etons. They were working carefully
v/ in one corner of the mound, and
little by little they took out * =~ '=--
mains of one of the prehisto’
Ashes showed as the ftrr
deeper. Then came f°
whieh went Into “dus’
arms, legs, and pelvl.
a jumble, and ¢ : ¢
.knees, for t*
burled

“Eau Clalre, Mich., and Harvey Franz,

of the rame pluce, on the A, E, Upp
! Ifarm near Boune (Grove, and what
can be saved of the.crumbling Lones
will be put away as relics of one of
| the best vacations ever spent. Seven- |
| ‘teen dead men, a goodly humber,
with all thelr decnyed ornaments of
person, their 'undecayed weapons- of
! battle, and their altars of devotion,
buflt by their frieuds and kindred,
have been brought o0 light again
and are in a little tent on the Upp

| farm, being arranged for shipmient.
Where, originally, twenty-six green et ® Wik t'.UUHI!
mounds graced the pastures and. VALVAK: ""‘ 6383
. LS S T 4
woods of that. vicinity, one of the ity lNU]’A'NA

number was enough for the young ISALP
.men_to tackle. _They. Antended to _
open three, but the labors on oné win - T

occupy their whole vacation. A rep- -

iresentative of the Vidette found the

young men engrossed ~with thelr

work this forenmoon. Other Valpa-

raiso people ,went to the adene,’

~ /wmong whom were Charles Hicks, |

S JE. TS Hpihiﬁiii."hf&ﬁfl’c’gjSisis'oii,' Orl - i TEE
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1nound were children, however, and
Iwith them were some beads and baby
?taeth, nicely prescrved., Teeth and
hones were glven away to' the visi-
iors today as souvenirs, Mr. Davis
was presented with the best skull,
and will take it to Indianapolls to
Eplaca in the stale museum in the
atate house,

~ One lone brass ornament was dis-
coverad, it bems Aftted with wood
that crumbled to nothing the mo-
‘ment'it came to the air. The brass
was green wlith dorroslon and was
the main indlcatlon, the men assert,
that the race war that known as the
-|mound builders. .

Mr. Green and Mr. Franz came
on the ground . Jast Saturday and
-pitched  thefr tent. fn times past,
‘research men who came to dig were
‘80 baseigad_with‘tha curious that
{they had little peace of mind. These!
two men kept the{r movements a se-
‘eret from all byt Mr. Upp. Clad in-
"bDlue jeane and with a good growth

of beard on their:faces and clay on
~ thelr clothing, they resembled ditch-

ers, and when they went to the vil-

lage to buy thg‘lir wares no one
‘tumbled as to their missfon. After
aomn very hard mork they strupk

then, plece by ple\e, nave been pick-
ing ont the skelatons. Teeth were.
found everr\vhorep They were In the
jaws or lopau in fhe clay and ashes,
:One uan had benn killed, according
‘to theory, by a hjow In the back of
uthe hesd, where u; Jagged hole show-
;ed‘ The grun Hbonas resembled
tthOu_e of mopkgyu, sloping  back
‘sharply l'rdm thefeyes. No wisdom,
teoth "were prevatent in those days.
"The jn'a w-ra Aig and wide and
strong,’- l‘

T A thi;h bone ﬁeasured 19 inches
trom end’ to énd}, the tibia of the
‘same. man{ 19 |n hes, and. the hone
of the 12314 inches.
After d(:glnx }ut the mound, the

two mp‘n ‘must ghrow the dirt {n]
again.; This wil} take them until
Bundn.}. ana thah thelr vacation
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TH" MOUND BUILDERS
mong the many “and - varied
cs which present themselves to
e student of .our local ‘environ-
ent, there is: no, other quite so
inating, though “elusive and o%-
| e, as that of " the ‘prehistoric
iwes which once made our county
1eir home, We often conslder t.he
| 1eer of one, hund:ed years, ngo
| “the original settler”;
fust remember that one, or per-
aps two, races of mankind had
" ibited this territory, had pro-
| a flourish'ng civilization, and
Lu faded Into obscurity, while our
acestors were totally Ilgnorant of
existence of such a place as!
rrica.  After this, the Indian
lw2ars on the ccene; while we
he white race) are interlopers

byA I BOWShR______...

but we|

* (Continved from Page One) ”

high “school” pupu.s of Valparalso
dug into several ﬂnding some_spg-
cimens of stone implements “and
one or more layers of charcoal and
ashes in each. Some years priér
to this, a Mr. Dye (grandson’ of |

pasture, Is one six feet. in helght
and seventy-five feet in diameter,
Near’by, is another much smaller
one.’ A group of three is located
a’ considerable distance " farther
south; being in the open fleld, near
the home,stead of the Robert Wark
farm, They are but two or ‘three
feet in height and wi.ll soon . bg Iev-
eled by ¢ cultivation. ™ ¥e 3
On the line’ bet.ween aectIuns
t.hlrty-three and 1 irty-four, Is the

days. It was noted In the original

‘first mound discovered In pioneer|

the old settler) wd 8 party of
friends, opened t.he one on the se¢-
tion line, and found a brass keme
contalning several arrowheads, an
iron shovel, and & human skelewn
much like that of an Indian, It-15|,
evident that these kxd been placed
{n the mound in very recent times;
the Mound Bullders did not .make
brass. Perhaps, had they dug
deeper, they. ‘mlgh‘. hq.ve\ lound

other” artlcles pertalnlng t.o ‘pn
older period o .
Not long ago, & party of school

' people from Crown Point opened

field book of the United States sury
veyors, when they first survey
the land, in 1834. At that time
was surrounded by nine smal
ones; but these have disappea
When State Geologist Blatchle?
made his report on the archaeol-

¥ wve crowded ourselves into;

_.terda:, f
The first of these races which
+abited our land, Is known as

Mcund BRuilders. The only
. rd which they have left for us
the mounds which are scattered

rnughout the Mississippl Valley;t

of which Porter county con-
| s<a dozen, or more, excellent
wcimens. These are as worthy
" our study as are the _rulns_o!
>t ar Babylonia.._
| 1e finest group of mounds in
srthwestern TIndfana s _ located
out one nnd a half mlles north-
‘ of Boone Grove, near south-
corner of old; historic’ section
enty-elght and its corn"erlng sec-
ms.  Within an area o: forty
3, or le_ss, ten or rnore mounds
be seen. A group of three is
tated in the edgé of & fleld, on
e fmmediate ‘south bank of the

‘channel of Wolf Creek, In' the{

hwest quarter of sectlon thirty-
ur, They vary In height from

ar to elght’ feet and are from
' to eighty feet In dlameter.

| 14 extreme southeastern corner
m twenty-elght, m a woods

ogy of Porter county. in 1897, hg

This was a mlstake, Ior the mound
is so near the fence, dividing the
sectlons, that one could jump from;
the top of a post onto the mound.
A few steps to the north is a
=maller one. )

But the largest, most beautiful
and most perfect of the entire
group, is one some flve hundred
feet southwest of the northeast
corner of section thirty-three. ' I"

FD eld_and is .
vated entfrely ovelh "It 3a perrr‘ct
sugar loaf, being ahout twelve feat
in helght with basal axes of twn
hundred (east and west) and one
hundred twenty (north and south)

{one of the mounds and found sev-

eral’ bones from human skeletons,

- thrown together In a “heap, Var-

fous stories were circulated con-
erning queer methods' of burlal,
nd even canibalism was suggested;
ut the truth of the matter is that
v‘lse had been excavated before
thrown carelessly back into the
also, that
ramer Lhan

ening. We think,
tnese< were Indlans
Mound Bullders. )

The most sclentific excavation
which has been made, was that by
Professor Blatchley, In 1887, He
opened the largest of the mounds
and found, ten feet below the
crzst, a layer of dark, compact
soll, underneath which was a layer
of charcoal and ashes, in whlch
Was a human ﬂke}eton The bones
were so badly decayed that’ they
could not be removed;
part which- was at all intact, bemg
the enamel of the teeth. The body
had been burled in"a reclining po-

feet. It is a marvelous specimen of
prehistoric architecture, but will
soon be ruined bty the cultivatlon
of  the fleld, unless some step 15
taken to preserve it. SHome plan
shpuld be worked out, whereby these
relles of bygone days may he pre'—‘{
served for future generations,
Many, if not all, of these mounds
have been excavated, Ahout forty
years ago. Professor Wood and the

—_—

1Con.!nued on paga n. wlurnn 3|
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sitlon, with the, head to the south.
The earth wa.s carefully :eplaced
and any one visiting it now could
not tell that it had been ﬁlstu:bed.
quite in contrnat. to most of. the
others; many of - whlch are aimost
‘rulmad.’I :

-About ffty years agU, Etmombfe
George ,'Gregg of Hepron exca-
vated ona “on gectlon nine, wme
‘three miles south of tha large group |

] described” above. His find was sev-

‘eral skeletons, all, badlg decns'cd.

some ten rods distant, .
'I'he only mound wh.l.ch we hua

tanmen bl tha roarthapa

-evidantry been _burned.

Ining of the Chrlstian era;

the only|

~Charcoal and sahea ‘were. xound.ﬁs_
~- usual, “The mound was located: on[¢c
_clay soll but was compoged enth'e-
ly of muck wh.lch Jmust have bew

carrled from the mash ot thn c:eek.
. %%} when that continent and ours were

T #on

-Cool, on !ha eastern sld. of the
mein street. It was 3lx, or more,
feet In helghi and some thiriy m}
pears azo by the owner, Joseph S,
Robblm and the dirt used for fill-"
ing. Harvey McCorkel, & young!
student of. the village, watched for;
the ‘archaeological finds and was!»
rﬂwa.rded with several tomahnw.a;,,'
sklnnjng knives, arrcwheads and
pieces ot flint. . These were arrang-
ed in 2 elrcle 'and Imbedded In u
layer .of réddish earth which had'
No akele

ton was located, though the find-!

Ings, would indicate the burial plar"*f
of & chief, Deeper excavation muy
dl.sc)ose more data concernl..g it.

“‘Onail of these mounds sre, or,
.were, found Io:a.st. trees of ths
usual size and age of the ofthers
near by, Perhaps some had grown, i
died, ‘and deceyed the same &s in!
any other parh of the foresi. |

'I'he purpose or tne maund.q found
in our cou.n[y is shuw"l by the skel-|
-etons in t.hem. but this s not true’
in meny- places. Some were buil:
as slgnal towers, forts, monumen’:
in commemoration of great dezds
or religlous altars,

But what do these mournds an:.
others scattered over our countr:
(lack of space forbids a disru:!
of the others) tell us of the n:-
tory of the race whilch butit them?
The badly decomposed condiisn =
the skeletons teils us thas ihe vac
was here al or befule Fhe begii-
HOTe
two thousand years age. The fac:
that the Indiars had no iscord,
story or legend as to their origin
also suggests an ancleut race Tk°
peculiar shape of the bones !n th
‘leg Indlcates & rather primi*.lv:
form of humanity, ¥hile the form
‘of the skull Is more like thiat of the
;Cllfr Dwellers of the for wes: tha: |
of the Indian. These facts prove!
them to be an entlrely dstinc: and’
separaté race from the red man.

The grouplng of the mounds show |
that they were not so. nomadic as)
the’ Indian, and tha number sand:
[slze of them' indicate a_consider-'
ahIa popu!aunn w!rh o ° steadfa=:’
purpose’ nog Iound (n savege races. |
The meensa smaunt of labor re-.
qui:ed ton camtrucdon. with the

i
L
]
i

=

" :oo.s whtm tbeg hed, conld be sup-;

2 h-m
Ry

pdecf day.,m 1y by slav er _,'
founct, ahw ‘that they belenged w !
the Lats Stone Age of man's de-

velopmenf and” suggest & peare! !
rather than & warlike dizposition.

“Thelr stature and mechods of lif:
mdlcatt that they came from As.a

or, rel!g‘ous zeal. The’ .mpwme-m )

eonnectod by & hyoad oelt of iand

avrar Firp spactn e f gy

Alrera |

'I‘he‘presenca of_eshes and char-|
coal In almost all mounds ‘nd].l.‘ﬂ{t-r -
;he wnﬁh.p of Bre ar of the sun. 4 -

)
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Porter county’s position as the crosW‘d—m

wae naturally the scene of many tribel wars, when garlous tribes of Indians fought for

the cerossing.
At Boone Grove there was discoversd in 1915 the bodles of seventeen seated warriors

puried in full regalia. They were mcmbers of a tribe vwhose identity has never baen estab-
1iehed. It 18 evident that they belonged to the Jocal defending warriors, for had they
peen enemy braves they would not have been accorded & ceremopious burial.

The official reports of those Mound Excavatlons appeared in the Vidette for June
9, 1915. nA wierd tale is told by the opening of one of the many Indian Mounds at Boone
Grove. A tale of an unknown people who oocupled these Mownds long before Columbus set
gail for the Western Hemisphere.

HThe excavations are on the A. E. Upp farm, and the men who conducted the digging
operations were Amos Green, formerly of Valparaiso, but nov of Esm claif, w Mich-
igan, and Harvey Frang, from the same place. Having long been familiar with Forter county's
pumerous Indian Mounds, in the years ﬂn:eﬁ was associated with A. H. Reading in the
Photograph étudio, Mr. Green, who 1is an—amateur anthropologist of note, has planneq this
expedition for several yearse

WThe largest mound opened--in fact the only one-=-for in its interior there hgs been
found all the material possible to remove and study in one summer's vacationv——Hr Green
and Mr. Franz brought to light the bodies of seventeen Red Men who gometime in the far dis-
tant past were coremoniously buried in jdeedn thelir War Regalia. Other skeletons,
of women and children, have been found in other mounds, bub this discovery is the first evi-
dence of & mass burial. ,

n Scientists have long agreed that there wj'ké'}nn such people a8 t{he Mound Builders as &

separate races They were simply early day Indians who raisged yast dirt mounds on which to

" build their wigwams, and ab the same time provide a su;‘romding filled with water so they

could paddle thelr canoces right up to their own back yard.

r'fEu:iala within the top pix or seven feet of a mound was necessary for all deceased

* -~ people, for ‘the aurround.’mgs in those days uﬁ covered with uater most of ths year o

and in this ¢asa ‘the aeventeon braves who appare:tly 1'.11 in d,f,namg thei.r buunﬂaﬂ“ =




¢#7

gﬂsupply of trade goods brought here by the visiting Indians from the Northern Michigan

"Many cltizens from Valparaiso have gons down to Boone Grove to examine the strange
discovery, among them being Dr. Jones, a noted collector of Indian relies, A. F. Heineman,
Charles Hicks and Mayor Sisson. Also a visitor was Quartermaster General Davis from Indian-
spolis. They all agreed that the digging has been pursued with utmost care, and that
everything recoverable has been well cared for. The plan has been to uncover the interiot of
the mound with crossing trenches, and then, at thz2 site of each discovery use trowels, smell
brushes, and even spoons.

"Ope by one these skeletons crumbled into dust. The efforts were first to remove the
fingers and toes, but these were soon found to be nothing more than ivery colofed stains
in the soil. BEven the hands and feet were only crumbling piles of bone dust. A few of
the larger bones, Thigh, tibia, some vertebra, skulls, and jaw bones---and teeth were more
eas:l}llly removed. The teeth were dropped into the area between the skeleton's knees, but
in most instances they were identified as belonging to a eeré{‘.‘m ckeleton. The average

sge of these seventeen warriore, said Dr. Jones, judging from the teeth, must have been

. between 20 and 40. .

1A few marks on ckulls, and on the jaw bones told the sad ta.ly"((hay had been killed
by ferocious blows from a war club.

"Since the first settlers came into Porter county there have been stories, told by the
Indiens; ®f two great boundery wars in &he area,;bha as late as the date of our own
tievolutionary War's beginning, and one of graatf antiquity, so far back in legendary
bistory that the Indians had no means of conveying the number of years.

These seventeen skeletons, the last ones dug up in Porter county, probably belonged
to that one of great: antiquity.

All cubsequnet discoveries made as the farmers levelsd their land, were only piles

~ of bone dust, turned over by the plows, and thus put back into the soil from which they

c-me. This Boone Grove excavation of 1915 is quite likely the last one ever to be

fitting
conducted in the county. Its quiéﬁ wopeemnh, that it brought to light a group of warriors.
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Tribe aims to save burial mounds from landfill

Members of Pokagon band visit Porter Township site, ponder resolution

ROBIN BIESEN Times Staff Writer Feb 24,2002

PORTER TWP. -- Kevin Daugherty scanned the horizon Saturday looking for the telltale
shape of Native American burial moundg;:
On and near the site of a proposed landfill in south Porter County, Daugherty, a
member of the Pokagon band of the Potawatomi Indians based in Dowagiac, Mich,,
located what he was looking for -- about a half dozen of the steeply sloped, flattened
mounds traditionally used by ancient Indian tribes as a place for burying their dead.

Ly

g
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"Itis obvious these are burial mounds," he said. "These nodes are located on high
ground above an old creek bed."

Greg Ballew, also a member of the Pokagon, said the protected area adjacent to what
was known as Wolf Creek -- today Luddington Ditch -- would have been considered an
ideal home by his Hopewell ancestors.

The Pokagons who came to Porter CoUﬁ@Eﬁ&::-all members of a committee set up as
part of the Native American Graves Repatriation Act -- said it is likely they will meet

and pass a resolution declaring the site an ancient burial mound.

That resolution is not likely before the Wednesday public hearing but should be
completed well in advance of a resolution on the landfill.

htlp://www.nwitimes.comfuncategorized/tribe-aims—to-save-burial-mounds-from-landﬁll/ a.. 4/13/2016
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What all this means to the debate over a proposal to build a landfill on 353 acres at
county roads 550 South and 250 West is uncertain, but the eight Native Americans

who traveled to Porter County at thie |nV|t ion of landfill opponents said they believe

the mounds are significant.

The tribal resolution could affect developers' plans if they intend to secure federal
funds or permits. The developers have not indicated they will seek any permits
beyond what is required to operate a municipal landfill.

University of Notre Dame anthropologist Mark Schurr considers the mounds on and
near the landfill site the most significant in northern Indiana.

"These mounds date back to the middle of the Woodland Period and are about 2,000

years old," Schurr said. "These particular mounds were first recorded in 1834 when
they did the first land surveys."

Schurr, who also has been on the Porter C'éuﬁty site, said three of the mounds appear

to be just as preserved as they were in the 1930s, while others appear to be smaller
than they were 70 years ago.

The mounds are so significant, he and the Native Americans agree they should be
preserved.

"I realize that we need landfills but this site is irreplaceable and unique. To
archaeologists, Boone Grove is famous because of the burial mounds," Schurr said.

"We don't know much about this culture except by the things that are coming out of
the burial mounds."

Daugherty said Native America believe that burial mounds should be left untouched.
Richard Counts, chief executive officer foF I%Hér Development LLC the proposed

landfill developer, said he doesn't intend for the project to be derailed over the
mounds.

http://www.nwitimes.com/uncategorized/tribe—aims-to—save—burial-mounds~from-landf"lll/a... 4/13/2016
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"We have met with the state archaeologist and the truth about what these are or are

not will come out," Counts said. "Regardless of what they are or are not, the project
will continue."

Landfill opponent Bob Coffman, who brought the Pokagons to Porter County, said he
doesn't know if the ancient residents of the region will be the salvation of those

,,,,,,

But he said he hopes it is.

"l don't know what to think at this point," Coffman said. "But | don't know of anyone
who would like garbage dumped on their ancestors."

Robin Biesen may be reached at biesen@howpubs.com or (219) 462-5151 ext. 349.
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Thursday, Hovember 26, 2015
Native American Mounds and Burial Grounds in Porter County

Numerous Native American burial grounds and mounds have been identified throughout Porter County. The first public
document identifying such sites within the current boundaries of the county was produced in 1834, two years prior to the
county’s creation. Both the burial and mound building customs of Native Americans, including those of the pre-Columbian era,
have varied widely, both geographically and through time. Differing environments, social structure, and spiritual beliefs led to a
variety of burial practices,

In the area surrounding and embracing Porter County, a common Native American practice was the erection of earthen mounds.
These earthworks were typically either chambered mounds or crematory mounds. Several prominent Native American burial
mounds once existed in Porter County. It has been reported that a total of at least 42 visibly identifiable Native American
mounds and burial sites could be found in the county; here, 36 of these sites are identified based on published accounts of their
existence.

Today, few recognizable mounds exist in Porter County. The vast majority of mounds were destroyed by agricultural practices
of the 18005 and early 19005, whereby farmers plowed over the elevated landimasses or allowed their livestock ta heavily graze
a mound area. Some farmers intentionally leveled mounds with scrapers to make their work, and the work of the draft animals,
less labor intensive.

Other mounds were destroyed more recently. For instance, it has been reported that the area near the present day Dune Park
Station along the South Shore line, east of Indiana State Road 49 and along U.S. Route 12, was once littered with mounds.
Highway and road construction, rail line construction, drainage works, residential development {i.e., former village of
Tremont), and sand and peat mining obliterated these mounds.

Below is an enumeration, listed alphabetically by township, of known mounds and Native American burial grounds located
within the boundaries of Porter County. Hote that not all mounds were burial sites, For instance, piles of earth were often
heaped into mounds for the purpose of elevating wigwams in low, wet areas.

Boone Township
A, In a histarical overview of Boone Township that was published in 1936 in The Vidette-Messenger, it is reported that:

"Even today it is not unconmion to find arrow heads and stone hatchets in Boone Township. Immediately acyoss what
is now State Road No. 152 [now U.5. Route 231) fran Hod Morrow's house near the Kankakee is an old Indian burial
ground. J. M. Morrow recalls that together with his brother Hod and other boys of the community he has unearthed
many arrow heads, hatchels and hones. He has a collection of these early relics, Some of the skeletons had been buried
in a horizontal position, others in a sitting position. One tiny grave was uncovered and was encased on clam shells but
containing no bones. ‘Ihis undouhtedly was the grave of an infant whose bones were not as yet ossified. Tt was not an
uncomnon practice for infants to he huried in hollow logs. We can well imagine that over these burial mounds the
Indian squaws blacked their faces and cooked and ate their food as was their custom in mourning their depated. It is
small wonder when they revisited these mounds, after they have moved westward, that they were shocked by the fate of
the sacred burial places. In a visit to the burial ground just mentioned the writer in company with M. E. Dinsmoore
found, in a matter of a few minutes. three arrow heads, a part of an Indian axe and several human bones. A corn field
now covers the mound.”

The afarementioned burial geround is referred to in McAllister's 1932 report on the archaeology of Porter County as Site 32.
McAllister places the exact location of this Native American burial site at the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of the
southwest quarter of Section 26, Township 33 North, Range 7 West. As of 2012, the site is under cultivation for agricultural
purposes. With regard to this burial site, McAllister states that:

*...the Mortow family has come upon burials in the sandy elevation, twenty rods east of the highway. A pipe is said to
have heen found with one burdal. It is also reported by U. 1. Morrow that mussel shells were placed with the burial,
usually over the body. "This was noted a number of times in burials found in sevecal places on the sandy elevation. The
site is now planted in corm.”

http://www.porterhistory.org/2015/11/native-american-mounds-and-burial.himl
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Section 26 of Boone Township, Parter County, Indiana, indicating the
site of a burial mound explored and excavated by John Melvin Morrow, Uri
Hodson "IHod" Morvow, and other boys in the switounding community in the 1880s.
1.8, Route 231 traverses the boundary between Seclions 26 and 27.
Source: A. I, Silander & Company's 1928 Plat Book: Porter County. Indiana.

B. A Native American burial ground is located upan a sandy ridge in the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section
27, Towmship 33 North, Range 7 West, which is located directly southwest of the intersection of Indiana State Route 2 and U.S.
Route 231. McAllister identifies the location as Site 31 in his 1932 report wrote Lhat:

*his is known generally throughout the region as an Indian buvial ground.”

several residential homes now exist on this site,

{
|
/|
|
1
|
|

Location of a Native American burial ground in Seetion 27
of Boone Township, outlined in blue. and identified as Site 31
in McAllister's 1932 repoit concerning Porter County archacology.
Souree: Google Maps, 2015.

C. The Vergin Mound was a rather isolated and undisturbed until 1931 when J. Gilbert McAllister and his archaeological team
excavated the mound, identified as Site 28. The mound was named after Richard and Doshia Vergin, owners of the property on
which the mound is located at the time of its scientific excavation. The mound is situated in the southeast quarter of the
northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 5, Township 33 North, Range 6 West. In the 1930s, the mound's diameter
veas found to be 50 feet and it rose to a height of 4.5 feet above the surrounding elevation. Portions of five separate skeletons
were uncovered during excavation.

Piate 19, Binissitg ov Brwcanirany ox Visay Heesn
Fig 02, Les arsn oot vs Wast

The Vergin Mound in Boone Tawnship, prior to scientific excavation in 1931.
Source: Meallister's The Archuealogy of Porter County.1932 [see p. 79]

http://www.porterhistory.org/2015/1 1/native-american-mounds-and-burial html
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Archaeological excavation of the Vergin Mound in Boone Township in 1931.
Source: Mcallister's The Archacology of Porter County,1932 [see p. 80)
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Cross sectional view of the Vergin Mound in Boone Township
made during archacological excavation in 1931.

Source: McAllister's The Archacology of Porter County,1932 [sce p. 81]
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Ground plan for excavalion of the Vergin Mound in Boone Township in 1931.
Source: Meallister's The Archaealogy of Porter County 1932 [see p. 36]

D. The Aylesworth Mound was named after the Aylesworth family since it was situated on property owned by the family when
first excavated in 1891 by George C. Gregg of Hebron. The mound is located in the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter
of the southeast quarter of Section 9, Township 33 North, Range é West, approximately 1,300 feet north of Indiana State Road
8, 1,000 feet west of County Road 200 West, and east of the Cornell Ditch, Today, the cul-de-sacs of Walter Drive and Chester
Drive are located very near the location of the Aylesworth Mound. Due to agricultural practices, the mound has been completely
obliterated.

The diameter of the mound, when first measured, was 56 feet, and the height of the mound ranged from two to two and one-
half feet. During Gregg's 1891 excavation, skeletal material was found at a depth of three feet, though no artifacts were found
viith the human remains. When AcAllister conducted his research in Porter County in 1931, he found some flint flakes in the
vicinity of the mound, but nothing mare. McAllister identified this mound as Site 29.

http://www.porterhistory.org/2015/1 1/native-american-mounds-and-burial.html
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i s ] & ¥
Location of the Ayleswoith Mound in Section 9
of Boone Township, denoted by blue arrow, and identified as Site 29
in MeAllister's 1932 veport concerning Porter County archaeology.
Source: Google Maps, 2015,

E. In McAllister's archaeology repart of Porter County, a burial ground located on the property of John Reif is noted. The burial
ground location is in the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 17, Township 33 North,
Range 5 West. Today, this burial site is situated between Indiana State Road 8 and Reif Drive, within a small subdivision of
homes. The burial site is presumably obliterated due to past agricultural practices and more recent residential development.
McAllister, who identifies the location as Site 30, writes:

“Tradition among the oldest settlers tells of a natural sand mound which has been used as an Indian cemetery.
According to John Reif white men ave buried on the soutliem slope of this same elevation. Artifacts are sometimes
unearthed while plowing.... About 100 feet north and on the line between Sections 17 and 8, skeletons and
accompanying artifacts were unearthed when a cut was put through the sand ridge in building the highway.”

e ii AR It b
Location of the Native American and white man
burial ground in Section 17 of Boone Township. denoted by

blue outline, and identified as Site 30 in MeAllister's 1932
report concerning Porter County archacology.

Source: Google Maps, 2015.

F. In Lewis Publishing Company's 1912 history of Porter County, it is mentioned that a rather massive Native American burial
ground exists in Section 21, Township 33 North, Range 6 West:

"In the carly '50s [1850s] a sawnill was set up near the mouth of Sandy Hook creek in Boone township, and soon after
that it was started a number of old Indians visited the neighborhood to pay their respects to the graves of some of their
ancestors. This led to the discovery of an old burying ground some seven or eight acres in extent. localed in Section 21,
township 33 nowth, range 6 west, a short distance north of the Kankakee river, After the departure of the Indian
visilors, exeavations were made and a number of implements, weapons, ornanients, images, ete., were found.”

Given the description above, the burial ground was likely located in the south half of Section 21, approximately one-quarter
mile north of the Kankakee River and bisected north-south by County Road 250 West. This location has long since been drained,
farmed, and developed with residential housing.

http://www.porterhistory.org/2015/11/native-american-mounds-and-burial.htm]
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Approximate location of the large Native American burial
ground in the south half of Section 21 of Boone
Township, mentioned in Lewis Publishing Company's 1912
history of Porter County.
Sourves: Lewis Publishing Company, 1912 [see p. 24]: Google Maps, 2015,

Mchllister notes a reported burial site immediately south of Section 21 lacation mentioned in Lewis Publishing Commpany 1912
history of Porter County; more specifically located in the southwest quarter of the northeast quarter or the northeast quarter of
Section 28, Township 33 North, Range 6 West. This would place the burial ground immediately adjacent and north of the
original bed of Kankakee River, which was rerouted with the dredging and creation of Marble Ditch,

It appears that McAllister and his assistants spent some considerable time examining this site, identified in their report as Site
34. No evidence of Mative American occupation or burial was uncovered, hovever, and McAllister concludes in his report that
“this elevation appears to be natural” since no flint chips, pottery, or other evidence of artificiality were found.”

Center Township
G. A brief mention of a Native American burial ground located in Center Tovmship is made in an August 27, 1960, column
published in The Videfte-Messenger concerning John Jacob Astor trading posts, as follows:

*  No records exist. but Mrs. Elizabeth Massey, who was an early settler. often told of counting 45 Indian graves on
the highland, close to the site where our citizens established the 0ld Cemetery, the Union Street cemetery, That general
area was the only spot in the vicinity high enough to permit a dry grave to be dug.”

Liberty Township
H. A Native American burial ground reportedly was situated adjacent to the Cole Cemetery. The Cole Cemetery, which no
longer exists, was located in the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 19, Township 36 North, Range 5 West,

lying west of Old Indiana State Road 49.

The Cole Cemetery was on a hill just behind the Cole family homestead, which is presently occupied by the Liberty Bible Church
parking lot. After the death of Sally (Dillingham) Cole, the Cole homestead was sold and then resold to 1. M. Biggs around 1900.
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Approximate location of Native American burial ground
and Cole Cewetery, denoted by blue arrow. in Liberty Township
situated in the northeast quarier of the southwest quarter of
Section 19. Township 36 North, Range 5 West.

Source: Hardesty, 1876 [see p. 73]

The Biggs family requested that the graves of the Cole family be disinterred from the site, which the Cole family agreed to do
since they feared that the tombstones would be removed and the graves ploved over and forever obliterated. The graves and
tombstones of four Cole family members buried at the cemetery were thus removed from the site and reburied at the Adams
Cemetery in Morgan Township where Sally (Dillingham) Cole’s son had a family plot.

I. A December 22, 1971, column published in The Vidette-Messenger, suggests that a Native American burial mound existed at
that time in the west half of the west half of the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 25, Township 36 Horth,
Range 5 West, located immediately south of and adjacent to U.S. Route 6. There was a remonstrance made to protect the area
when Liberty Farms Mobile Home Park intended to expand westward and encroach on the site.

J. A Native American burial mound located near Gossett Cemetery was mentioned in an article concerning Porter County history
published by The Vidette-Messenger in 1959. The article states, in part:

http://www.porterhistory.org/2015/1 1/native-american-mounds-and-burial.html 4/13/2016




Porter County's Past: An Amateur Historian's Perspective: Native American Mounds and ... Page 6 of 21

"At Gosset [Sic] cemetery on Salt Creek is buried another Revolutionary War veteran, Father Bataan [Henry Batton],
who with his daughter came to the ill-fated City West to buy a town lot in 1837 -- and finding the townsite a failure, he
took up his residence at Valparaiso. This old cemetery dates so far back in history that no one knows when the first
white man was buried theve. Nearby was an ancient Indian gravevard.”

) PnnniTa

Approximate location of Native American burial ground near
Gusselt Cemetery, denoted by blue arrow. in Liberty Township.
‘I'he site is situated in the northwest quaiter of the northwest quarter of
the northwest quarter of Section 21, Township 36 North, Range 6 West.
Source: Hardesty, 1876 [see p. 73]

The Gossett Cemetery is located in the northwest guarter of the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 21,
Township 36 Morth, Range 6 West, which is nearly on the boundary line between the townships of Liberty and Portage. Thus, it
is possible that the Native American burial ground mentioned in the column above is in Portage Towmship.

K. A possible Native American burial site was uncovered when a skull was found at 9:45 am on January 20, 2014, by Precision
Pipeline LLC while excavating along the route of the Enbridge Pipeline, The skull was located approximately 500 feet west of
Meridian Road and ane-quarter mile south of U.S. Route 6 (east half of the southeast quarter of Section 23, Township 36 North,
Range 6 West). It was reported that preliminary research found that the skull was of pre-1940 origin.

L. A possible Native American burial mound in Liberty Township is located near Butternut Springs in the east half of the
southeast corner of Section 27, Township 36 North, Range 6 West. A lengthy description of Butternut Springs was written in
1936 by the Writers' Program of the Works Progress Administration, which includes the following statement:

"Although there are several springs in this vicinity none is similar to the one where the Indians brought their sick o be

healed.

Two blocks west of the spring is a small mound which is said to be the grave of an Indian Cheif [Sic]. At one end of the
grave is a tree which has a evook in it which appears to looklike the hump on a camel’s back and it is called the "Camel
Tree' for that reason.”

It is quite possible that the "Camel Tree™ was purposely bent as a trail marker by Native Americans.,
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Approximate location of Native Awerican burial ground near
Butternut Springs. denoted by blue arvow, in Liberty Township.
“The site is situated in the east half of the southeast quarter of
Section 27, Township 36 Noith, Range 6 Wesl.

Souree; Gearge A, Ogle & Company. 1921 [see p. 26]

http://www.porterhistory.org/2015/1 1/native-american-mounds-and-burial. html
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Posteard image of the "Camel Tree” located at site of reported
Native Ametican burial mound at Butternut Springs in Liberty
"Township, The site is situated in the east half of the southeast
quarter of Section 27, Township 36 Noith, Range 6 West.
Stamp on posteard was postmarked in 1957,
Source: Collection of Steven R. Shook.

Morgan Taownship

M. The LaCount Mounds, situated in Morgan Tovmship, are located in the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of the
sauthwest quarter of Section 30, Township 34 Horth, Range 5 West, approximately 400 feet north of Sandy Hook Creek. The
name of the mounds originates fram a owner of the land on which it is located, Charles F. LaCount.
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Approximate location of the LaCount Mounds, denoted
hy blue arrow, in Morgan Township. The site is situated in
the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of the
southwest quaiter of Section 30, Township 34 North, Range 5 West.
Source; George A. Ogle & Company, 1921 [see p. 23]

The mounds were reported to have been about 15 feet in height, but by 1931 the height of the mound had diminished to two
feet due to several prior excavations. Today, the mounds are virtually flattened. Just west of the center of the mound, at a
depth of three to four feet, were found three skeletons. A leather wrapped cepper celt (a hoe or ax-like tool) measuring 5.63
inches in length, a pipe, and a piece of pottery were found with the skeletal remains.

An article appearing in the August 29, 1921, issue of the Valparaiso Daily Vidette remarks that:

an Indian mound. on the Charles LaCount farmn, in Morgan township. which has been excavated by the LaCount
Brothers, has given up four skeletons of what are generally believed to be Indians. The hones of the hodies crumble
upon being exposed to air. but the teeth are remarkably well preserved. The skeletons are those of big men, and
tomahawks. pipes and pottery found near the bodies prove heyond a doubt that they are Indians. The state of the bones
indicates that burial took place many years ago. The mound itself, is twenty fect high and more than fifty feet across.
The earth composing the mound is clay texture of soil that is proof against weathering. There are three other mou nds
on the [aCount farm and these will be excavated by the LaCount boys.”

MeAllister warites in his 1932 treatise on Porter County archaeology that three to five mounds existed vrest of the LaCount
farmhouse in some timbered ground. McAllister, who identifies the area as Sites 15 and 16, indicates that all the mounds are
abaut the same size, with the largest being 28.5 feet in diameter and two feet in height. Thus, if the historical reports
concerning the LaCount Mounds are accurate, considerable excavation took place at this site,
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by blue arrow, in Morgan Township. The site is situated in
the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of the
southwest quarter of Section 30, Township 34 North,
Range 5 West. MeAllister identifies these mounds as Site 16.
Source: Google Maps, 2015.

N. J. Gilbert McAllister repotts of a possible mound existing in the center of the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of
Section 14, Township 34 North, Range 6 West. In the center of this 40 acre tract he virites that there:

" _is an elevation which s been pointed out as a possible mound. It is on a natwral rise adjacent to land that was
formerly marshy and until recently was in timber, Harry Vergin, wha formeily farmed the neighboring land,
remembers a slight elevation and that there was a depression in the center, as if someone had been digging. At the
highest elevation of the place pointed out there is a yellow sandy soil which differs from the smrounding almost black
soil of the field. The area is now under cultivation and there is practically no evidence of a mound.”

Approximate site of the possible Native Amevican mound situated
in the center of the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter
of Section 14, Township 34 Noith, Range 6 West, in Morgan
Township. McAllister identifies this possible mound as Site 14.
Source: Google Maps, 2015.

Pleasant Township

0. The Weise Mound is discussed in great detail in McAllisters 1932 report concerning the archaeology of Porter County. The
motnd was named after Albert Weise, who ovmed the property vihere the mound is located when it was scientifically examined
by McAllister, who assigned the mound the identifier of Site 35. The exact location of the mound is the northeast quarter of the
southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 27, Township 33 North, Range 6 West. Alternatively, the site can be
described as being located directly southwest of the intersection of County Road 1025 South and County Road 100 West. The
immediate area surrounding the Weise Mound was comimonly referred to as Indian Gardens early in Porter County history.

faigie

Approximate location of the Weise Mound, denoted
by blue arvow, in Pleasant Township. The site is situated in
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the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of the
northeast quarter of Section 27, Township 33 North, Range 6 West.
Source: George A, Ogle & Company, 1921 [see p. 23]

Approximate location of the LaCount Mounds, denoted
by blue arrow, in Morgan Township. The site is situated in
the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of the
southwest quarter of Section 30, Township 34 North.
Range 5 West, MeAllister identifies this mound as Site 35.
Sourvce: Gongle Maps, 2015.
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Ground plan for excavation of the Weise Mound in Pleasant Township in 1931.
Sowrce: McAllister's The Archacology of Porter County,1932 [see p. 45]

Mcallister remarks that the Weise Mound was first plowed in 1925 and had been plowed two additional times between 1926 and
1931. An excavation of the mound is known to have taken place in 1908 by Charles Wilcox, who is reported Lo have unearthed
six skeletons, During McAllister's excavation of the Weise Mound in 1931, five more skeletons were found and a group of
“reburials” were also uncovered, which may possibly have been from the Wilcox excavation 23 years earlier.

Archaeological excavation of the Weise Mound

in Pleasant Township in 1931,
Sowrve: MeAllister's The Archacology of Porter County,1932 [see p. 83]

P. The Collier Burial Ground is located immediately east of the historic Collier Store at Baum's Bridge. The exact location of the
burial ground is the south half of the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 26, Township 33 Horth, Range 6
West. A very large number of Native American artifacts have been unearthed in this particular area over the past many
decades, and research is still being actively conducted at the site. In McAllister's report on the archaeology of Porter County,
the location is identified as Site 36, McAllister mentions that:

"Several burials have been found by Jim Collier in the immediate vicinity. One. he says, was in a sitting posture.”
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Posteard image of the Collier Lodge, ¢ivea 1908. This is one of the
most researched site in Porter County, with excavations continuing to take place.
Souree: Collection of Steven R. Shook,

Portage Township
Q. In Goodspeed and Blanchard's 1882 history of Porter County, it is stated (p. 215) that:

"On Section 36, Township 46, Range 6, was what had the appearanee of an Indian burying-ground. Evidences of about
twenty graves were to be seen.”

R. In a column published April 10, 1935, in The Vidette-Messenger, Arthur J. Bowser writes that a Native American burial rmound
once existed immediately south of the platted village of McCool in Portage Township. Given the description provided by Bowiser,
the mound was likely situated in the south half of the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 7, Township 36
Horth, Range 6 West. Bowser writes:

“The only mound which we have been able to locate in the northern part of the county, was in the southern edge of the
village of McCool. on the eastern side of main street. It was six, or more, feet in height and some thirty in diameter. It
was removed several years ago by the owner, Joscph S. Robbins, and the dirt used for filling. Harvey McCorkel, a
voung student of the village, watched for the archacological finds and was rewarded with several tomahawks, skinning
knives, arrowheads and picees of tlint. These were arranged in a circle and imbedded [Sic) in a layer of reddish carth
which had evidently been burned. No skeleton was located. though the findings would indicate the burial place ofa
chief. Deeper excavation may discluse more data concerning it.”

Porter Township
The Wark Mound Complex represents a group of at least ten Native American mounds located in Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34 of
Township 34 Horth, Range 6 West, in Porter Township, east of Boone Grove.

This graup of mounds is named after one of the former owmers of tand upan vrhich several mounds are located, John Wark, The

largest mound in the complex is referred to as Wark Mound, and the complex of mounds was known to exist as early as 1834, as
they are clearly noted and dravin in the Record of Field Notes, United States Land Survey. The notes regarding the survey of the
north-south line between Sections 33 and 34 state that "a large artificial mound surrounded by a number of smaller ones.”

VA G bkt

Swivevor field notes indicating the existence of an "artificial
mound swrounded by a number of smaller ones® in present day Porter Township.
Source: Record of Field Notes. United States Land Survey, 1834.
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Township map for Toewnship 34 North, Range 6 West.
Source: Township maps ereated from original United States
Land Survey of land now embraced by Porter County. 1834.
Source: Original Township Plat Book. United States Land Survey. 1834.

By 1931, many of the mounds in the Wark Mound Complex, especially those located in Section 33, were barely discernible due
to previous excavations and past agricultural practices. Not all mounds yielded skeletal rernains,
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S. The Wark Mound, identified by McAllister as Site 19, is the largest knovin aniricia[ly Construcied mound in PorLer Lounty.

This mound is located in the nartheast quarter of the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 33, Towmship 34
North, Range & West. Being slightly more than 100 feet in diameter, the mound was believed to be at least 16 feet in height
before excavations reduced the height to ten feet by 1931,

Troe & Woass Miediy Fitn 1, sien Boag G,
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‘The Wark Mound in Porter Township in 1931.
Qource: Meallister's The Archaeology of Porter County,1932 [see p. 75)

The Record of Field Motes, United States Land Survey of 1834 report that eight smaller mounds surrounded the Wark Mound, but

by 1897 these nine smaller mounds were no longer visually perceptible. Consequently, McAllister's report shows no mounds
surrounding the Wark Mound.

Approximate location of the Wark Mound, denoted
by blue cirele, in Porter Township. The site is situated in
the northeast quarter of the novtheast quarter of the
northeast quarter of Section 33, Tewnship 34 North,
Range 6 West. Today, the site is completely obliterated.
Source; Google Maps, 2015,

Austin E. Upp was the first man to farm the land upen which the Wark Mound is located. Reparts state that Upp indicated that
the mound was much steeper and quite difficult to plow when he began farming the land. On October 6 and 7, 1897, State
Geaologist W. 5. Blatchley excavated a ditch measuring three feet wide, 32 feet long, and 14 feet deep bisecting the Wark

Mound. Near the center of the mound he discovered one very badly decayed partial skeleton; a total of 14 teeth were found
and only a few bones were recovered.
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Brothers Chester and Michael Dynieswki playing on Native American
hurial mound east of Boone Grove in Porter Township.

Source: Vidette-Messenger, June 2, 1956 [see p. 8]

The following newspaper item concerning the Wark Mound was mentioned in the August 23, 1916, issue of the Porter County
Yidette:

"A. T UPP FINDS PAPOOSE PLAYTHING ON FARM
A. E. Upp, residing in Boone Grove, has ene of the smallest artowheads in existence. Tt is only a half-ineh long and may

lave heen a plaything for some papoose, While pulling weeds the other day, Mr. Upp found it near the mounds that are
located on his farm and that of Robert Watk, which gave up many [ndian skeletons a year ago.”
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In a column published in the April 10, 1935, issue of The Videlte-Messenger, Arthur Bowsser foresee the future of the Wark
Kound:

“Bul the largest, most beautiful and most perfect of the entire group is one some five hundred feet southwest of the
northeast corner of section thivty-three. It is in an open field and cultivated entively over. It is a per fect sugar loaf,
being about twelve feet in height with basal axes heing two hundred (east and west) and one hundred twenty (north
and south) feet. 1t is a marvelous specimen of prehistoric architecture, but will soon be ruined by the cultivation of the
ficld, unless some step is taken to preserve it. Some plan should be worked out, whereby these relics of bygone days
may be preserved by future generations.”

T. The Allinan Atound is one of the mounds within the Wark Mound Complex; it is located in the approximate center of the south
half of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 34, Township 34 Horth, Range 6 West. In 1931, the diameter of
the Allman Mound was measured as being 45 feet and the height was calculated to be 4.1 feet. State Geologist Willis Stanley
Blatchley reported that in October of 1897, Charles H. Wood, Superintendent of the Valparaiso Schools, excavated the Allman
Mound. Blatchley stated that wood found "no skeletons or implements of any kind,” but that “charcoal and ashes were quite
commaon.”
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The Allman Mound in Porter Township in 1931. The Allman
Mound is a mound located within the Wark Mound Complex.
Saurce: Meallister's The Archacology of Parter Couniy,1932 [see p. 751

in 1928, J. C. Allman excavated at the center of the mound to a depth of three feet. Allman reportedly unearthed several
skeletal remains, reporting that most of the banes were in an excellent state of preservation.

JscAllister, who identified the Allman Maund as Site 21, provides a transcription of the report that J. C. Allman prepared
concerning his excavation of this mound.

U. The Franz-Green Mound is another mound located within the Wark Atound Complex. This motind is located in the southeast
quarter of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 34, Township 34 North, Range 6 West, and identified by
McAllister as Site 22.

State Geologist Willis Stanley Blatchley reported in 1897 that the Franz-Green Mound “is 210 feet in circumference and its crest
is 10 feet above the surrounding level.” Blatchley also indicates that Charles H. Wood, Superintendent of the Valparaiso Schaols,
excavated at the Franz-Green Mound, but no information concerning Wood's discaveries was obtained.
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The Franz-Green Mound in Porter Township in 1931. The Franz-Green
Mound is a mound located within the Wark Mound Complex.
Source: McAllister's The Archacology of Porter County.1932 [see p. 76]

In 1915, the Franz-Green Mound was excavated by Harvey Franz and Amos Green, from which the mound derives its name. The
Franz-Green excavation resulted in the discovery of at least 17 burials, three of which were children. Numerous artifacts were
also found with the burials. Interestingly, much of the soil removed from the Franz-Green Mound was taken away to be used as
fill for the low area around the barn yard of William Rampke property.
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Deformed human skull excavated from the Franz-Green
Mound in Poiter Township. The Franz-Green Mound is a
mound located within the Wark Mound Complex.
Saurce: MeAllister's The Archacology af Porter County1932 [see p. 78]

V. Two smaller mounds, known as Site 23 in J. Gilbert McAllister's archaeclogical report for Porter County, exist on the section
line between Sections 33 and 34, Township 34 North, Range 6 West. State Geologist Willis Stanley Blatchley reported that one
of these mounds “is 175 feet in circumference and six feet high, the other is 75 feet in circumference and four feet in height.”

Blatchley and Charles H. Wood, Superintendent of the Valparaiso Schools, excavated at Site 23 in 1897, though results of their
investigation is unknown. In the fall of 1930, J. C. Allman and some boy scouts excavated the larger of the two mounds located
at Site 23 and at a depth of four feet discovered skeletal material. The human remains were reportedly not disturbed and the

earth was replaced over them,

W. A newspaper article published January 24, 1917, in The Porter County Vidette, indicates that Native American remains were
found in the Boone Grove area. Given vagueness of location, it is likely these remains originated from one of the mounds in the
Wark Mound Complex. The article states:

~Jake Marks, the west side barber, who maintains a collection of curios in his windov, has an addition te it today in
the form of upper and lower jawbones of an Indian, unearthed near Boane Grove, and provided for the display by
Charles Cobb.”

X. The Smith Mound is located northeast of Boone Grave, more specifically in the center of the south half of the southeast
quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 28, Township 34 Horth, Range 6 West. In 1931, McAllister spent two days excavating
at this site, denoted as Site 17, and found little evidence of Native American burials or occupation. Willis Stanley Blatchley,
State Geologist, also excavated this site in 1897, which he identified as mound Number 7.

\Walter Smith, for whom the mound is named, also excavated at this site in 1930. It is reported that Smith dug a trench four feet
by six feet in dimension and five feet deep in the approximated center of the Smith Mound, but he found no skeletal material or
artifacts. McAllister speculates that the Smith Mound may be a natural tumulus rather than an artificially constructed mound.

Y. Approximately 30 feet southeast of the Smith Mound, hcAllister identifies another mound as Site 18. McAllister states that
“The place was pointed out by a number of local farmers as the site of a mound which was graded down in making a road....
Nothing now remains to denote its former presence.” The mound was located in the far extreme southeast corner of Section 28,
Township 34 North, Range 6 West.

The mound site is located about one-half mile southeast of Merriman Cemetery, and no road traverses the site today. Early
county raps, such as the 1928 county plat map, show that a dirt road once passed through the site, thus supporting the farmers’
claims.

State Geologist Blatchley explored this site in 1897, identifying it in his report as mound Number &.

Z. The Douglas-Hiatt Mound is identified in McAllister's report concerning the archaeology of Porter County as Site 20, Itis
slightly more than ane-quarter mile east-southeast of the Wark Kound. McAllister places the exact location of this mound as the
southwest quarter of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 34, Township 34 Horth, Range & West.

State Geologist W. S. Blatchley was the first to publish the existence of the Douglas-Hiatt Atound, stating that it was 180 feet in
circumference, four feet high, and had a "black ocak 5.7 feet in girth growing from its side.”

The mound was named after L. E. Douglas and Albert Hiatt, who excavated the mound in 1928. Douslas and Hiatt dug a pit in
the center of the maund and found a depression in the floor of the mound where, presumably, burials had been placed. Several
feet from the center of the mound, at a depth of five feet, artifacts were found that were associated with Native American
burials. This included a platform pipe with a curved base. McAllister reports that the pipe broke after being retrieved fram the
mound and that Douglas and Hiatt lost the pieces of it.

Mcallister also excavated at the site, He found numerous of flint chips and pieces of charcoal, but "not a single artifact or pot
sherd was found.”

AA. Mchllister notes that mound exists south-scutheast of the Wark Maund, which he identified as Site 25. The sile is
specifically located in the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 33, Township 34 North,
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Range 6 West. It is possible that this mound is one of the mounds shown south of the Wark Mound in the 1834 United State Land
Survey plat of Porter Toymship.

In 1931, the mound vzas measured to be 60 feet in diameter and about two feet high. McAllister noted during his examination of
the site that the north side of the mound had been slightly graded down. Flint flakes and charcoal were found in a test pit dug
at the mound site, but no pat sherds were discovered. Mcallister noted that he dug to a depth of three feet and 11 inches, but
did not reach the “undisturbed base” of this mound. This mound has been completely obliterated and leveled.

BB. The Pike Mound is located in the center of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 33, Township 34 North,
Range 6 West, or approximately one-quarter mile south-southeast of the Wark Mound. J. Gilbert McAllister identified the Pike
Maund as Site 26 in his archasology report of Porter County. He estimated the diameter of the mound to be 50 feet and the
height to be 1.5 feet. A "few flint chips and small amount of charcoal” were found when McAllister and his team dug a shallow
trench into the mound. The site was completely leveled by agricultural practices and no trace of the mound is in evidence
today.

CC. About 100 feet directly west of the Pike Mound, McAllister states that another small mound could be found. He estimated
the diameter of the mound to be 70 feet and the height at 1.5 feet, By 1931, plowing had completely obliterated this mound.

Washington Township
DD. The 1882 history of Porter County by Goodspeed and Blanchard notes on page 178 that:

“A village of about one hundred or mare Pottawatomie Indians was situated near the present site of Prattville. Their
burying-ground was located on what is now Harmond Beach's orchard.”

An inspection of the 1876 plat map for Washington Township published by A. G. Hardesty shows Harmond Beach’s orchard, and
thus the Native American burial ground, The burial ground is located in the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter of the
sauthwest quarter of Section 21, Township 35 North, Range 5 West. No evidence of the burial ground exists today,

Approximate location of Native American burial ground.
denoted by blue arrow. in Washington ‘Township,
situated in the nothwest quaiter of the noitheast quarter
of the soutliwest quarter of Section 21, Township 35 North, Range 5 West.
Source: Hardesly, 1876 [see p. 51)

McAllister, who denotes the burial ground as Site 13 in his repart on the archaeology of Porter County, remarked that "C. [Clara]
Cain's orchard is said to be located on the former burying ground.”

o

Approximate location of Native American buial ground,
denoted by blue arvow. in Washington Township,
situated in the noithwest quarier of the northeast quarter
of the southwest quarter of Section 21, Township 35 North, Range 5 West.
Source: Google Maps, 2015,

Westchester Township

EE. The Bailly Cemetery is located approximately three-quarters of a mile north of the Joseph Bailly Homestead in Westchester
Township, at the base of a sand ridge in the center of the northeast quarter of Section 27, Township 37 Horth, Range 6 West.
The cemetery is the oldest white burial ground in Porter Caunty. It has been recorded that Joseph Bailly buried his son,
Hapoleon B. “"Robert” Bailly, here in 1827. It has also been recorded that Native Americans first used the site for the burial of
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their dead. Though skeletans have been uncovered at the cemetery site on nuimerous occasions, they have always been reburied
viithout a determination of their race. Hence, it has not been conclusively determined whether the Bailly Cemetery was
originally a Mative American burial ground prior to it use by the Bailly family.

In 1954, Porter County Prosecutor Clarence D. Wood was intervieved for a newspaper article published on May 19 in The
Vidette-Messenger concerning the construction of the Indiana Toll Road through Portage Township, Mr. Wood briefly mentioned
Indiana public law as it the disinterment and removal of graves, and was quated about issued related to the Bailly Cemetery:

“It was found there were a large number of Indians buried outside the regular cemetery [Bailly Cemetery]. The road
engineers at that time appeased the ohjectors Lo relocating the highway.”

The highway mentioned in the articte is U.S. Route 12, then more cormmonly known as the Dunes Highway, which passes just
north of Bailly Cemetery.

Aetial view of Bailly Cemetery located in the center of the
northeast quarier of Section 27, Township 37 North. Range 6 West.
It has been reported that Native Americans used this sand ridge
as a burial ground prior to the Bailly family use of the
site for the same purpose.

Source: Google Maps, 2015

8 AN AFY i
Posteard image of Bailly Cemetery, circa 1930. It has been
reported that Native Americans interred their dead at this location
prior to the Bailly fanily's use of the site for the same purpose.
Source: Collection of Steven R. Shook.

FF. A Native American burial ground is located just to the west of the now nonexistent village of City West in the southeast
quarter of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 14, Township 37 Horth, Rage 6 West. City West was laid out
along the southeasterly shore of Lake Michigan at, or just south of, the mouth of Fort Creek, The pavilion at the Indiana Dunes
State Park is located slightly north of where the village was located.

City West competed with Michigan City for federal funds to be used for the construction of a port, but did not gain the
necessary support from Congress and slowly became depopulated. All of the structures in City West were destroyed by a
lightening-ignited wildfire in 1854.

Approximate location of Native Amnerican burial groumd,
denoted by blue avrow, on partial plat of City West in Westchester
‘Township. The pavilion at the Indiana Dunes State Park
would be located immediately to the right of the blue avrow.
Source: Porter County Deeds. No. 262, 1837 [see p. 51]
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Timothy H. Ball, a resident of City West as a young bay, provides a firsthand account of a Native American burial ground
adjacent to City West in his haok concerning the history of Northwest Indiana in the 1800s:

“On a sand knoll, hetween the village and the lake, on the bank of a ereek. there was an Indian burial ground of some
size, the marks or inscriptions on the head-boards seeming to have been painted with Indian puccoon root. Here the
villagess did not bury; this sacred spot they did not disturb. Near this, in the summer and fall, some Indian
encampments were held; the Indians being quiet. peaceable hunting parties, one party at least having come down Lake
Michigan from Green Bay, if the information impaited to the villagers was correct.”

Ball recalls a visit he had with Sarah J. (Beck) Stonex, daughter of Jacob Beck, in 1899, in which Sarah mentioned that she
attended a Native American burial at City West when she was a young girl, Her detailed description led Ball to conclude that
sarah has attended the same Native American burial at City West that Ball recalled as a young boy. At that time, the Beck
family was living in nearby Waverly, located between Baillytown and City West. Ball states how ironic it is that he should meet
vith anather witness to this Native American burial 62 years later. He writes that "It surely made a durable impression on the
memory of each. Those twa early towns of the county of Porter [i.e., City West and Waverly] died young, as infants die; bul the
recollections concerning each live, as Christians believe that infant spirits live.”

Frances R. Howe, the granddaughter of Joseph Bailly, writes an extensive and somewhat romanticized description of City West
and, in particular, this Native American burial ground in the October 7, 1909, issue of The Chesterton Tribune.

Hardesty's history of Porter County, published in 1876, mentions the Native American burial ground located near City West:

“(Hd City West, an Indian barricade at the time this countiy was first known to the whites, and now used as a summer
resort by many, is the oldest puint in this county entitled to the name of a town. Mr. Juseph C. Morgan was at an
Indian burial at this place in 1838, It was the funeral of a squaw, wife of the prineipal chief. The ceremonies consisted
of speaking. singing, danving and a sacred feast of well-baked venison.”

J. Gilbert McAllister's archasalogical report of Porter County mentions the Native American burial ground near City West,
denoting it as Site 1 and stating that:

“...ata place known as ‘grave-yard' blow-out, a number of people have found skeletal material, including vertebra with
arrow embedded in the hone.”

GG. MeAllister's archaeolagical report of Porter County reports the existence of a Native American burial mound located in the
southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 1, Tewnship 37 Rorth, Range 6 West, which is
approximately 500 feet southwest of the St. Patrick Catholic Church Cemetery on South Calumet Road. McAllister, identifying
the burial mound as Site 7, virites that:

“According to W. Layhn [William LaHayn] and A, J. Bouser [Arthur J. Bowser] this mound was formerly six feet high
and 80 feet in diameter. Tt is now little more than 1.5 feet high, though still retaining much of its synnmetry. It has been
dug into a number of times, skeletal material and many relies being found. The mound has been fanmed over and is
now planted in alfalfa. Only flint chips were found at the time of the present suivey [1931].... Mr. Bouser is of the
opinion that there were formerly more mounds in the vicinity, but none ave noticeable now,”
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Approximate location of Native Anerican mounds identified
by LaHavn and Bowser. denoted by blue arvow. as veported in
MeAllister's 1932 report concerning the archaeology of Porter County.
Source: George A. Ogle & Company, 1921 [see p. 25]

HH. A Native American burial mound was stood between Morgan Lake and Billington Lake on the section line between Sections 5
and 6, Township 36 Horth, Range 5 West. Teday, the mound has been completely obliterated and Sand Creek Drive traverses the
site. The mound is thought to have stood about one to two hundred feet north of the north patking lot at Sand Creek Country
Club.
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s NE :
Posteard image of Billington Lake, virca 1908, located immediately
east of a former Native American burial mound, now oblitevated .
Source: Collection of Steven R. Shook.

JcAllister, who identifies the area as Site 8, mentions this mound in his survey of archaeological sites in Porter county:

"It was reparted by Ed Morgan that there were formerly three mounds on his father's farm. He estimates that they
were about 12 feet in diameter and 2 feet high. They were excavated by the Moigans in 1893. but only skeletal material
weas found... Two slight elevations indicates where they stood. The soil is a sandy loam. Burned stone and fint flakes
were found on the surface. Large oak trees grow on and near the site.”
N B
bedregak |07
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Approximate location of Native American mounds identified
by Iid Morgan. denoted by blue arrow, as reported in
Meallister's 1932 report concerning the archacology of Porter County.
Source: George A. Ogle & Company, 1921 [sce p. 25]

1. In 1922, when Wagner Road (County Road 50 Wesl) vras being constructed to connect with the Dunes Highway (U.S. Route 12)
narth of the Town of Porter, seven complete skeletons were said to have heen removed, though no artifacts were reported to
be found with the skeletal remains. These Native American burials were found immediately west of Wagner Road and south of
the Dunes Highway, or more specifically in the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section
26, Towmship 37 North, Range 6 West. J. Gilbert JcAllister identifies this location as Site 4 in his report of the archasalogy of
Porter County. The land an which the skeletal remains were found was, at the time of the discovery, owned by Benjamin and

Clara Lehman.

Approximate location of seven sk
Wagner Road was constiueted to connect to the Dunes
Highway in Section 26 of Westchester Township,
Souree: A, L Silander & Company’s 1928 Plat Baok: Porter County, Indiana.

JJ. The relatively large area located immediately south and east of the former village of Tremont was once commonly referred
to by lecals as Mound Valley; J. Gilbert JcAllister identifies this as Site 3 in his archaeology report of Porter County.

Gearge A, Brennan, in his book The Wonders of the Dunes, published in 1923, wriles the following passage (pp. 8-10) concerning
the Tremont area mounds:
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“An extensive group of mounds close to Tremunt Station on the South Shere Electric is described by M.T. Green and
his unele, John Wheeler, of Tremont. This group was crossed by the Valparaiso Road [Indiana State Road 49], about
one block south of Green's house, and is in the little valley below Frank Koskowski's house, extending from east of
Carlson's house past Miss Myer's house on the west, to the Olson farin, a distance of a mile....

Mr, Wheeler, who was horn in the old Wheeler house — now Carlson's - on the border of this Mound Valley sixty-six
vears ago, and Mr, M. Green, who played on thein fifty-five years ago. both say at that time there were neatly one
hundred mounds in this little valley, and this is confirmed by other old settlers. These mounds ranged from twenty to
fifty feet across and were from six to ten feet high.

Most of these mounds were round, but some were elliptical, and from ten to forty feet long. The old scttlers called these
mounds, 'Indian graves.' The valley would be flooded and the water would freeze in winter; and Mr. Green said that in

skating, the mounds, all of which bad trees on them, made capital resting places. Much of the Mound Valley was then
covered with trees,

Green, when a boy, wished to see what was in the mounds. and excavated one. He found part of a skeleton, the skull
apparently pointed loward the center; this eruinbled into dust upon exposure to the air, A nuwber of stone
arrowheads. knives, hammers and pieces of pottery were obtained; also the remains of a long steel knife with hone
handle were found. When he drew it out, the blade fell entirely into rust, and nearly all of the bone handle likewise
crumbled. This looks like a later hurial. Much of the sail of the mouuds was reddish,

n the course of time many of these mounds were dug into by people and the contents appropriated. The mounds were
leveled by the plow as the space was needed for farming, and the contents scattered. Most of them had all kinds of
stane relies. Few steel knives were found.

In the spring of 1917, Mrs. Brennan, Mr. Green and myself visited Mr. Koskowsk, the owner of that part of Mound
Valley west of the Valparaiso Read, and inspected the sites of various mounds, especially the large one about forty feet
actoss, We noticed that the sandy ground there was more reddish than the surrounding soil. No artifacts or relics were
found in the soil, a5 they had been removed long before. Remains on Carlson's farm were also inspected.”

scAllister inspected Mound Yalley in 1931 and unsure as to whether the mounds in the area were of artificial origin. He writes
that:

“Several of them were examined and found to be natural. It is possible that some of these may have been used for
burial purposes, though the nsual practice of the Indian was to bury on higher and driev clevations.”

Approximate site of Mound Valley, denoted by shaded oval,
located in Scetion 24 of Westchester Township.
Sowrce: George A, Ogle & Company, 1921 [see p. 25]

Do not disturb archaeological sites! This article was wiritten using publicly available documents and with the intent of
developing an appreciation amang residents for historical locations throughout Porter County as they relate to Native
Americans. Note that all archaeological and and burial sites in Indiana are protected by law; excavation for artifacts dating
priar to December 31, 1870, must be done in accordance wilh Indiana Code 14-21-1, An artifact is defined by Indiana lavs as (1)
“a feature that is nanportable evidence of past human behavior or activity found on or in the ground, including structural
remains, and formed before December 31, 1870" or (2) an "object made, modified, or used before December 31, 1870.”
According to Indiana law, “A person who recklessly, knowingly, or intentional violates this section [IC 14-21-1] cominits the
following: (1) A Class A misdemeanar, if the vialation does not involve disturbing human remains. (2) A Class D felony, if the
violation involves distuibing human remains.” In Indiana, a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by ene year in jail and a fine of up
to $5,000, while a Class D felony is punishable by a minimum of six months in jail and a maximum of three years in prison and a
fine of up to $10,000.
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INDLAKA HISTORY EVLLETIN

Vaeed e et Bty

THE ARCHAEOLOGY

.

PORTER COUNTY

Cover il J. Gilbert MeAllister's 1932 book titled The Archacology
of Porter County published by the Historical Bureau of the
Indiana Libiary and Historical Depaitinent. A considerable
amount of information diseussed in this post was gathered from MeAllister's hook,

When the Indiana Historical Bureau commissioned a survey of Porter Counly archaeology Lo take place in the summer of 1931,
Dr. Christopher B. Coleman, State Histerian, remarked that:

=_..a thoreuah seientific siudy of these prehistoric temaius is imperative becausz of the numerous careless attewpts that have heen
w3de to obtain matetial from them. Most of the smaller mounds have heen penctrated by vollectors, colleze students and boy scouts
se that their contents face Tuination.”
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rachelle schmidt Novembor 27, 2015 at 12:31 P

Great ariiclat Would you have any information on the Indian trails that weznt through Poiter Couniy? Specifically I'm locking for Porter Township
Indian trails.
Thanks

Reply

[j Steven Shoak Havember 28, 2015 at 3117 A8

HI Rachelle,

Thare's quits a bit af information cencerning ndian teails in Porter County, but it's <«atlared abaut in a lerge number of sources. |1l attempt to put
something togethar and post it here in the r<ar future. The most complete soarce | am aware of is a booklet by Harry G, Black titled "Historic Tales
and Trzils in Northizst Indiana.” This 63 pags baoklet was published in 1935 by HMB Publicatizar in Hammond, Indiana flhree coples availatle on
Amazon), It 3 great starting point, but has lots of holes in It since its focus is en the major traits (like the Sauk Trail).

Reply

D rachelle schmidt November 29, 2015 at 2220 PM
Thark you so mixch!

Reply

Enter your cor=ent...

Comment as:  Select prol'r!a...i_\f_]

Publish Preview v

Links to this pest

Create a Link
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Suberibe 100 Post Coanmienls (Alem)

1 2016 Steven R, Shooh, All Rights Reserved, Powered Ly Blogaer.
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Examples of Letters detailing the significance
of these Native American Mounds (written in
2002, in protest against a proposed landfill in
approximately the same area as the proposed
rail line).
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VALPARAISO
UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT O F GEOGRAPHY & METEOROLOGY
February 25, 2002
Beth Casbon
PROUD
9650 Gordon Drive
Highland, IN 46322
MUELLER HaLL Dear Porter County BZA,
VAR RIS | am a Geography Professor who has been researching ancient Native
VALPARAISO, INDIANA American Indian mounds for over 20 years. | have taught field courses to
46383-6493 mound sites every other year since 1980 and received a National Science

Foundation grant to conduct research in all mound sites east of the

TELEPHONE: 219 464 5140 TETIE aa.
Mississippi river.

Fax: 219 548 7733

INTERNET: In 1921, a University of Michigan archaeologist, J. Gilbert McAilister,

PR W Surveyed, labeled, and mapped ten mounds that are located on the landfill
site. Furthermore, based on field observation, air photos, and topographic
maps, these ten mounds do exist on this proposed landfill site. Some
show no evidence of being disturbed by recent farming. All of these
mounds sites are Hopewellian, age 100-300 AD and all would contain
human remains. This site is the largest collection of Hopewellian mounds
in the state of indiana.

| hope the Indian cemetery will not be tampered with. All cultures protect
burial sites. This property should be turned over to the state so that a
state historic mound park can be created there.

Ronald A. Janke, Ph.D.
Professor of Geography
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February 23, 2002

Robert W. Thompsen, Ir. AICP
Executlve Director/County Planner
Porter County Plan Commission
Porter County Administrative Center
155 Indiana Avenue Suire 304
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383

Re:  Your request for information on a proposed landfill, Porter County, Indiana,
Dear Mr. Thompsan:

The Indisna Department of Naniral Resources, Division of Historic Preservatlon and Archacology ("DHPA®) has
conductad a review of the Information you provided for the abave project near Boone Grove, Porter County, Indiana.

A review of our records indicates that the project area is environmenually suitable to eontain archasological resources,
but has never been fully evaluated by a qualified archaeslogist. Moreover, elght archaeclogical sites (12Pr17, 12Pri8,
12Pr]9, 12Pr23, 12Pr24, 12P125, 12Pr26 and 120127 ) have been reported in 1932 and 1959 reportg withln the project
area and three additional sites (12Pr20, 12Pr21, and 12Pr22) are located Just outside the project boundaries, As a
professional survey has never been done of the entire project area, others may exist. Some of the earlisr reports
identified “mounds” and indicated human remains had been found.in them. Some of the sites have been dug Into in the
past (see “An Archaealogical Survey of Porter County, Indiana™ by 1.Gilbert McAllister, Indiana Histarical Bureau,
1932). The 1932 survey, as well as a surface inspecilon of the sites in 1999 by Dr. Mark Schurr of the University of
Notre Dame, indicate that the sites appsar to be potentially eligible for listing on both the Statc and Natianal registers.

If you have any further questions regarding the archacological aspects of this project, please contact our office at a1n
232-1646.

An Bpued Opporarsity Emplayer
Frived on Recycled Prper







The public convenience is
threatened, not served, by:

The possibility of polluting
Ludington Ditch, which flows
directly into the Kankakee
River. The Kankakee River is
home to many aquatic birds
and wildlife and is used for
recreation. Children play in its
creeks and tributaries.







Ludington ditch flows into Cobb Creek

‘7

7
b
i
bt

Y

Cobb Creek on 600 S. shows beaver activity







silt deposits where the Sandy hook flows into the

You can see the
Kankakee River
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Figure 1. Major Watersheds of Indiana. Porter County is
in the Calumet (Lake Michigan) and Kankakee
River Watersheds.
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Introduction

Water is a vital resource for all citizens of Porter County.
Water is essential for agriculture and industry, as well
as for recreation and drinking. A healthy environment
and economy require clean water and healthy
watersheds. Porter County has an area of 425 square
miles or 272,000 acres. Its population is approximately
145,000 people.

This publication gives basic information about surface
and ground water resources of Porter County and
discusses human activities that may be affecting them.
Many sources of information were used in preparing
this publication. All sources, along with dates for the
statistics and numbers presented, are listed on the last
page of this publication under “Sources of
Information.” The reader is encouraged to refer to these
sources for further information.

Porter County Streams and
Watersheds

A watershed is a region of land that drains into a lake,
stream, or river. Watersheds are important because
everything done on the land within a watershed can
affect the lake or river into which it drains.

The quality of our water is affected not only by what
might be dumped in the river, but by everything we do
on the land in the watershed.

Porter County crosses two major watersheds of North
America. The northern part of the county is in the Great
Lakes watershed, which flows east to the Atlantic Ocean.
The southern part of the county is in the Mississippi
River watershed, which flows west and south to the
Gulf of Mexico (see Figure 1).

Most of the Lake Michigan Watershed in Porter County
flows through the Little Calumet River which originates
in LaPorte County and drains into Lake Michigan
through Burns Ditch in northwest Porter County. Tts
major tributary is Salt Creek. Figure 2 shows a map of
Porter County with the major roads, towns, and
waterbodies.
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Figure 2: Porter County Streams and Watersheds.

The southern part of the county is drained by many
ditches and streams that flow into the Kankakee River.
The natural drainage in this area has been augmented-
through the installation of an extensive network o

ditches and field tile. The Kankakee River itself was
dredged and straightened in the early 1900’s.

Discharge for a stream or river is the volume of water _
flowing per unit of time. A typical unit for measuring
discharge is cubic feet per second (cfs). Gauging
stations measure discharge continuously in a stream or
river and are run by the U.S. Geological Survey in Porter
County. Gauging stations are located in the Little
Calumet River at Porter, Burns Ditch at Portage, and
the Kankakee River near Kouts. The monthly average
discharge for two of these streams is shown in Figure
3. Highest flows generally occur February through April
while low flows usually occur August through October,
a pattern typical for most streams in Indiana. However,
maximum daily flows can vary widely due to flooding
and droughts.
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Figure 3. Average monthly discharge for two Porter
County Rivers.
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Floodplains are low areas adjacent to river or stream
channels. Floodplains exist because river channels are

“rarely large enough to contain major floods. These areas

have flooded in the past and will flood again,
Floodplains have been delineated for Porter County by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency. A general
map of floodplains is shown in Figure 4. The Porter
County Surveyor and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Office have maps that
show detailed boundaries of floodplains, which should
be reviewed before planning any development in an
identified floodplain.
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Figure 4: 100 Year Floodplains

Porter County Lakes and Wetlands

There are many lakes in Porter County, both natural
‘and man-made. The larger lakes include L.ake Michigan,
Lake Eliza, Lake Louise, Big Bass Lake, Clear Lake,
Holiday Lake, Sager Lake, Flint Lake, Loomis Lake,
Spectacle Lake, Long Lake, Canada Lake, Moss Lake,
and Wauhob Lake.

Porter County has about
18,000 acres of wetlands
including about 10,000
forested acres. In the 1700’s,
much of northern Indiana
was wetlands and marshes.
Today approximately 6.6 %
of Porter County acreage is
wetland habitat. Wetlands
help maintain the quality of
surface and ground water by
removing potential pollutants
such as sediments, nutrients, and pesticides from the
water. Wetlands provide habitat for wetland flora and
fauna. Also, wetlands provide aesthetics, recreation
such as hunting and fishing, and reduction in peak flood
levels.

The Lake Michigan shoreline is a major asset to Porter
County. Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that lies
entirely within the United States. Lake Michigan has
an average natural depth of 279 feet and holds 22% of
the total volume of the Great Lakes.

Porter County Precipitation

The average yearly precipitation (rain, snow, sleet, and
hail) in Porter County is approximately 40 inches.
Precipitation is relatively constant throughout the year,
as shown in Figure 5. The bars show average monthly
precipitation, while the lines show the 20% wettest and
driest year expected.
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Figure 5. Average monthly precipitation in
Porter Gounty.

Individual storms can cause flooding, so precipitation
records over many years have been analyzed to assess
the probability of storms of a certain size occurring.
Precipitation probability for a single storm is generally
expressed in terms of a return period, which means the
expected number of years between storms of a given
size. A “S-year storm” has a 20% chance of occurring
in any one year, so it is likely to occur about every 5
years, on the average. However, it is possible for a 5-
year storm (o occur many years in a row or even several
times in a single year. A 100-year storm has a 1%
chance of occurring in any year. The 100-year storm is
particularly important, because the area that is expected
to be flooded by the 100-year storm is generally
considered to be the “floodplain” mapped in Figure 4.
Figure 6 shows the expected 24 hour rainfall for Porter
County for various return periods.
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Figure 6: Expected 24 hour rainfall (inches).
(from the Midwestern Climaie Cenier Bulletin, #71)




Porter C':ounty Water Use

Porter County citizens and industry use water for many
purposes. The largest water use in Porter County is
for industry, and the second is thermoelectric
(NISOURCE Power). The third is for domestic
purposes, which include water in homes for drinking,
washing, flushing toilets, and watering gardens.
Approximately 60% of all wastewater comes from
bathroom usage.

Table | shows how home wastewater is generated.

i
Action Averge Water Usage (Gallons)_—
Standard Conservative
Toilet Flushing 6 1.5-3
Tub Bath 30 (half full) 15 (quarter full)
Shower (10 min) 50 25

Laundry 50 (whole units) 40 (newer units)
. -E)-ishwashing?_ 16 (faucet rinse) 6 (basin rinse)
By Hand l
Dishwashing- 12-15 (older rinse) 6-9 (newer unilS)_
By Machine

Brushing Teeth

2 (water running)

1/8 (turn off faucet)

Hand Washing

2 (water running)

1 (basin/brief rinse)

Shaving

3-5 (water running)

1 (basin/brief rinse)

Table 1. Average Home Waler Usage (USGS, 1996).

Porter County Drinking Water

Drinking water is supplied either by public water
systems (which may use surface water or ground
walter) or by private wells. About 67% of Porter County
households use water supplied by one of the 18 public
water systems, while the other 33% have their own
wells. The major water supplier is Indiana American,
which supplies water from Lake Michigan to the
northwest quadrant of Porter County. One-third of
Porter County residents use water from Lake Michigan.
All public drinking water in Porter County must be
used in the watershed (Lake Michigan or Kankakee)
where it originates.

Ground water is used by the municipal systems of
Valparaiso, Kouts, and Hebron. Many mobile home
parks and developments use ground water wells. All
community public water suppliers using ground water
are required to develop a Wellhead Protection Plan
to protect water quality. The city of Valparaiso was
the first city in the state to successfully complete its
Wellhead Protection Certification in February, 1999.

Each system must 1dentily the area surrounding their

wellhead (the wellhead protection area) where possible
contaminants could reach the groundwater supply,,
identify potential sources of contamination within this
area, and develop a management plan to minimize risk
from these sources. Some examples of potential sources
of contamination include fuel storage tanks, fertilizers
and pesticides, septic systems, landfills, and industrial
chemicals. For more information, contact your public
water supplier, the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management, or Purdue Extension (see
“Sources of Information™).

Public water systems test drinking water for a number
of contaminants including:

+ volatile organic compounds such as gasoline or
solvents

* pesticides and other synthetic organic compounds
¢ lead, nitrate, and other inorganic substances
¢ microbial contaminants such as bacteria

Information on contaminant levels found in your tap
water is available from your water supply system.
Starting in 1999, all systems are required to send out
an annual report on the quality of tap water they supply.
This report provides all citizens the opportunity to know
what is in the water they drink. Be sure to read yours|
and contact the office of your water system supplier if
you have any questions.

Porter County Water Quality
Surface Water Quality

Surface water quality in the United States has greatly
improved since the enactment of the Clean Water Act
in 1972, Sewage treatment plants and industries, which
previously discharged minimally-treated pollution into
streams, are now required to have permits for all
discharges. Although much remains to be done, some
rivers that once barely supported fish are now fully
supportive of a variety of aquatic life. Several lakes
were analyzed as part of a lake study carried out by the
Indiana Clean Lakes Program in 1995. The Trophic State
Index is an estimate of lake condition based on nutrition
or biological productivity, ranging from 0 to 75. A
lake with low Trophic State Index (0 to 25) has low
concentrations of nutrients and is clear with little algae.
A high Trophic State Index (50 to 75) has high
concentrations of nutrients, low dissolved oxygen levels
during summers, and abundant weeds and algae.
Nutrients such as phosphorus or nitrogen stimulate
increased growth in aquatic plants. Most of Porter
County’s lakes fall in the middle range of the index.




Table 2 shows the Trophic State Index for Porter
County’s major lakes. Most lakes were clearer in 1995
than in 1970.

Surface Trophic Trophie
Lake area State Index State Index
(acres) 1995 1970
Eliza 45 93 2
Flint 98 16 25 ]
Long [. 95 31 33
I.oomis 33 32 56
Spectacle 12 41 40
| Wauhob 21 21| 3r |

Table 2. Trophic State Index for Porter County Lakes.
(source: Indiana Clean Lakes Program)

Fish in most rivers and streams in the Lake Michigan
watershed in Porter County are contaminated by PCBs
or mercury, according to the 1999 Fish Consumption
Advisory provided by the Indiana State Department of
Health. Therefore, fish from rivers in Porter County
should be consumed rarely, and some should not be
consumed at all. These recommendations are
particularly important for women who are pregnant or
breastfeeding, women who plan to have children, and
children under the age of 15. For more information,
consult the most recent Indiana Fish Consumption
Advisory. This publication is available from the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources (100 Water Street,
Michigan City).

Many streams in Porter County are on Indiana’s list of
impaired water bodies that are scheduled to have TMDLs
developed by about 2014. A TMDL (total maximum
daily load) is a calculation of the maximum amount of
a pollutant that a waterbody can receive and still meet
water quality standards. In other words, it is the sum of
the allowable loads of a single pollutant from all
contributing point and nonpoint sources, and includes
a margin of safety and consideration of seasonal
variations. In addition, a TMDL contains the reductions
needed to meet water quality standards and allocates
those reductions among the sources in the watershed.
Water bodies that are impaired, along with the cause or
reason they are listed, are given in Table 3.

Ground Water Quality

Ground water quality in Porter County is generally
good. Some private wells may be contaminated by
bacteria or nitrate, often from nearby faulty septic
systems.

Severity
Water Body | Ranking | Locations Reason
Kankakee Medium | LaPorte to PCBs and
River Lake Counties Mercury;
E. Coli
Cobb Creek/ Medium Hebron Dissolved
Breyfogel Oxygen
Ditch -
Little Medium East of PCBs and
Calumet Chesterton Mercury
| River
Little High Porter to PCBs and
Calumet Cheslerton Mercury;
River Cyanide,
Pesticides, E. coli
Salt Creek Low Poﬁage to E.coli |
Valparaiso
Bumns Ditch High Lake Station PCB and Mcrcury_
to Portage Pesticides;
Lead; E. Coli;
Impaired Biotic
Communities
Lake High LaPorte to PCBs and Mercury;
Michigan Lake Counties E. Coli
Crooked Medium Valparaiso Impaired Biotic
Creek Communities
Dunes Creek Medium Tremont Impaired Biotic
Communities

Table 3. Porter County Waterbody Impairment, 1998

One of the sources of information on Porter County
ground water quality is a voluntary private well testing
program carried out from 1997 through 1999 by the
Porter County Soil & Water Conservation District and
Purdue Extension (Table 4). Nitrate, which has adverse
effects on infants, was found at levels above the
drinking water standard in 6 wells tested (1.3%). These
households should treat their water with reverse osmosis
or distillation or used bottled water, particularly if an
infant is present or expected in the household.

Number of Wells
Contaminant Number of Exceeding the
Wells Tested | Drinking Water
| Standard
Nitrate 444 6
Triazine Herbicides 151 0
Acetanilide Herbicides 1161 |

Tahle 4. Well testing results in Porier County, 1997-1999.
(source: Nitrate and Pesticides in Private Wells
of Indiana)




SCIeening was also done for (wo pesticide groups.
Triazine herbicides include atrazine, Bladex, and
Princep. None of the wells tested showed levels of
concern for these pesticides. Acetanilide herbicides
include Lasso, Dual, Ridomil, and the breakdown
products of these herbicides. One well tested showed a
level of concern for these pesticides, although a breakdown
product of Dual may be responsible for this finding.

Testing of private wells should continue every few years
to be sure that water remains safe. Call the Porter
County Hgalth Department for information on how you
can have your water tested for E.coli bacteria. A current
list of certified laboratories can be found in the Purdue
Extension publication “Water Testing Laboratories” (See
“Sources of Information”).

Potential Sources of Pollution in
Porter County

Pollutants can be separated into two categories, point
source and nonpoint source, depending on how they
get into the water. Point source pollution refers to
contaminants that enter the water directly, usually
through a pipe. Examples are sewage treatment plants
and industrial facilities, which have permits to discharge
prescribed quantities of contaminants into a specific
stream. Nonpoint source pollution, commonly referred
to as run-off, originates polluted throughout the
watershed, and enters the water at locations that cannot
be easily identified. Examples of nonpoint source
pollution include sediments, nutrients, pesticides, oil,
and hazardous chemicals. Point and nonpoint source
pollution are illustrated in Figure 7. Nonpoint source
pollution, which is not regulated, is currently the primary
cause of water quality degradation in the United States.
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Figure 7: Point source and nonpoint source pollution.

Point Source Pollution

Excellent information is available about point source
discharge because permits are required in Porter County.
There are currently 32 facilities (municipal sewage
treatment plants, factories, schools, packing plants, etc.)
permitted to discharge wastes in Porter County’s water.
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The largest dischargers are NISOURCE, Bethléhem
Steel Corporation, National Steel (Midwest Division),
the Chesterton, Portage, Valparaiso Municipal sewage
treatment plants, and the South Haven Water Works, Inc.

Nonpoint Source Pollution

Nonpoint source pollution exists everywhere water runs
off in the watershed, and can come from urban or rural.
areas. Nonpoint source pollution can result from normal
home and farm activities as well as accidents or spills.

Urban and Residential Nonpoint Sources
Septic systems have the potential of
leaching nutrients into the ground
water and can contaminate the

surface water if the systems are

not functioning properly. About
30% of the 47,000 households
in Porter County use a septic
system for waste disposal,
while the other 70% are connected to a public sewer
system (which treats the waste and then discharges it
into a river or lake as a point source). No information is
available on how well the more than 14,000 septic
systems in the county are performing, although
persistent pathogens found in water sampling programs
suggest that some systems may be failing or were
constructed before current design criteria were
established. According to the NRCS Soil Survey, 83%
of the soils in Porter County have severe limitations,
such as a high water table, for conventional septic
systems.  This limitation may be overcome by proper
design, improved systems, and perimeter drainage.

Salt, oil, fertilizers and pesticides for lawns, and
antifreeze are other examples of urban pollutants that
can be washed off from rain and enter the water system
as pollutants. No figures are available on runoff of
urban lawn chemicals and animal wastes, which may
be other sources of pollution from residential areas.

Agricultural Nonpoint Sources

Agriculture can also contribute to nonpoint source
pollution.  Sediment, nutrients, pathogens, and
pesticides can be transported by water from cropped
fields and land where manure is applied. Roughly
132,000 acres or 49% of Porter County is used for
planting crops. Major crops are corn, soybeans, and
small grains. Large livestock facilities require a permit
from the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM).

No specific statistics are available for pesticide use or
runoff in Porter County. Indiana Agricultural Statistics |
tracks pesticide use statewide and this information could
be assumed to represent Porter County. In Indiana, the




most widely used pesticides are the herbicides atrazine,
alachlor, and metolachlor. Modern pesticides and
herbicides, when properly applied, generally break
down to nontoxic components in about six months.
Large-scale studies carried out in Indiana and elsewhere
have shown that typically about 1% of applied
pesticides end up in lakes or rivers.

Many farmers are changing their practices to protect
water resources. Erosion and chemical runoff from
fields can often be reduced by using conservation
tillage, defi,g_ed as any tillage or planting system that
covers 30% or more of the soil surface with crop residue.
Conservation tillage was used on 45% of the cropland
of Porter County in 1995 and 65% in 2000. Most
farmers test their soils to ensure that crops only receive
the amount of fertilizer needed, and many have installed
grass waterways and buffer strips to protect water quality
and provide habitat for wildlife.

Protecting the Water

There are many things you can do to protect surface
and ground water quality.

1. Be Informed

This publication gives you a start in becoming familiar
with water issues that affect Porter County. You can
obtain further information, such as the Water Quality
series of publications, from the Porter County Extension
office at the Porter County Administration Building
(465-3555). The Porter County Soil and Water
Conservation District, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and Indiana Department of Natural Resources
- Soil Conservation can provide information and
technical assistance to any Porter County resident (462-
7515). The Porter County Plan Commission (465-3540)
and Porter County Surveyor, Land Use and Drainage
(465-3560) can provide information on land use issues
and concerns. Web sites listed in the “Sources of
Information” section can provide additional
information.

2. Be Responsible

You can take actions in your own home and yard to
protect water quality. For example, keep litter, pet waste,
leaves, and grass clippings out of gutters and storm
drains. Never dispose of any household, automotive,
or gardening wastes in a storm drain. Keep your septic
system in good working order. Always follow
directions on labels for use and disposal of household
chemicals. Take used motor oil, paints, and other
hazardous household materials to proper disposal sites.

For more information contact the Solid Waste District
(465-3694).

In your yard, determine whether additional nutrients
are needed before you apply fertilizers. If you own or
manage land that a stream flows through, protect the
stream banks by planting buffer strips of native
vegelation. Buffer strips are tracts of land not cultivated
along streams and rivers to reduce runoff of soil and
pesticides into water bodies.

3. Be Involved

As a citizen, one of the most important things you can
do is find out how your community protects water
quality, and speak out if you see problems. Several
groups are working locally in Porter County and
neighboring counties to protect and improve water
quality: Northwest Territory RC&D (call the NRCS
office at 462-7515), and the Valparaiso Chain of Lakes
Watershed Group (465-3560).

Porter County’s water resources are plentiful, of good
quality, and essential for continued health and
prosperity. Everyone’s help is needed to protect these
vital water resources.

This publication is made available by a grant
from the Porter County Soil and Water
Conservation District.
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Sources of Information

Introduction

* Area: Soil Survey of Porter County, U.S. of
DepartmentAgriculture, Soil Conservation Service, 1969.

* Population: Population estimates from the Indiana Business
Research Center and the U.S. Census Bureau at
http://www.iupui.edu/it/ibre/

Porter County Sireams and Watersheds

* Gauging stgtions and discharge: Water Resources Data -
Indiana, Water Year 1994. U.S. Geological Survey Water -
Data Report IN-94-1,

¢ Peak flows from the USGS Water Data Retrieval Site at
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis-w/IN/.
The St. Joseph River at Fort Wayne is 04180500, and the
St. Mary’s River is 04182000.

* Floodplains: The Indiana Water Resource: Availability,
Uses, and Needs. Governor’s Water Resource Study

Commission, State of Indiana, G.D. Clark, Editor, 1980,

Porter County Lakes and Wetlands '

* Indiana Lake Water Quality Update for 1989-1993. Indiana
Department of Environmental Management, Office of
Water Management Clean Lakes Program, Indianapolis.

* Indiana 305(b) Report, Indiana Department of

Environmental Management, Office of Water
Management. 1994-1995,

* Wetlands estimates from National Wetlands Inventory,
carried out in the 1980’s by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service
http://wetlands.fws.gov.

Porter County Precipitation
* Amount of Precipitation: Soil Survey of Porter County.

* Storm Information: Rainfall Frequency for Indiana.
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water.
Sept. 1994,

* Midwestern Climate Center Bullentin, #71

Porter County Ground Water

¢ Indiana Historical Bureau at: _
http://www.statelib.lib.in.us/WWW/ihb/physio. HTML

Porter County Water Use

* 1996 Water Use from U.S. Geological Survey Water.
Web page at:
http://water.usgs.gov /watuse

Porter County Drinking Water
= 1990 census information
¢ U.S. Geological Survey Water Use Web page

* IDEM Office of Water Management, Drinking Water
Branch,
http://www.ai.org/idem/owm/dwb

* Purdue Extension “Safe Water for the Future” program,
http://www.ecn.purdue.edu/SafeWater

Porter County Water Quality

* Indiana 305(b) Report, Indiana Department of
Environmental Management (IDEM), Office of Water
Management. 1994-1995,

* 1999 Indiana Fish Consumption Advisory. Indiana State
Department of Health, Environmental Epidemiology
Section. Obtain a copy at (317) 233-7808 or at
http://www.state.in.us/doh/htmi/fish/fishtoc.html

* Water testing laboratories information: WQ-1, Water Testing
Labs, available from the Porter County CES Office or
1-888-EXT-INFO.

* Nitrate and Pesticides in Private Wells of Indiana. The Water
Quality Laboratory, Heidelberg College and Indiana Farm
Bureau, 1994,

« IDEM Impaired water bodies,
www.ai.org/idem/owm/planbr/wgs/

Potential Sources of Pollution in Porter County

* Point Source Pollution: “Envirofacts” Permit Compliance
System of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at:
http://www.epa.gov/enviro/pes/pes_query.html
and toxic release information at:
http:/fwww.epa.gov/enviro/html/tris/tris query java.html

* Septic Systems: Estimates for the 1990 U.S. Housing Census
at site http://sasquatch.kerr.orst.edu/stateis.html

* Crops and Tillage: Crop Residue Management Survey
results from Conservation Technology Information Center at
http://www.ctic.purdue.edu/CRM/CRMoptions.html

* Fertilizer: Indiana Fertilizer Tonnage Report. Office of
Indiana State Chemist, Purdue University, 1996.

¢ Livestock: Agricultural Census at
http://govinfo.kerr.orst.edu/ag-stateis.html

It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service, David C. Petritz, Director, that all persons shall
have equal opportunity and access to the programs and facilities without regard to race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, or disability.

Purdue University is an Affirmative Action employer.

This material may be available in alternative formats.
1-888-EXT-INTTO

http://www.agcom.purdue.edu/AgCom/Pubs/menu.htm
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