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#Urbana Park District **° !

Planming and Operations / 901 N Broadway / Urbana, IL 61801
Phone 217 344 9583 / Fax 217 344 9585 / www urbanaparks org

December 3, 2007

Honorable Vernon A Williams, Sccretary
Surface l'ransportation Board

395 E Street, S W

Washmgton, D C 20423

RE Norfolk Southemn Railroad Company—Abandonment—County of Champaign, [llinois—
STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-no 250X)

Dear Secretary Williams,

[ am writing on behalt of the Urbana Park District (the “District™). the City of Urbana.
and the Champaign County Design and Conservation Foundation to request a 180 day extension
of the deadhine for negotiations with Norlolk Southern Railroad Company  Pursuant to the
enclosed October 9. 2007 decision of the Surface Transportation Board (the "Board™). an
agreement for interim trail use/rail banking must be reached by December 16, 2007 ("Negotiating
Deadline®)

The Norfolk Southetn Ralway Company and the Lrbana Park District remain i the
progress of negotiations  Although no agreement has been reached, these parties wish to continue
negotiations  Accordingly, the Urbana Park District respectively requests 1o renew an extension
of the negotiating deadline to June [3. 2008

In addrtion, the Distiict respectfully requests a warver of the Board's filling fees m
accordance with 49 CFR 1002 2(e)( 1)

The District 1s filmg this letter Thank you for your assistance

Respectiy ely Submitted,

. Eadings
' Wd// M‘/ML " 10

‘Name—Michael Walker (Board President) part of
on behalt of the Urbana Park Distiret public Record

ce

Kathy Headrick, Coordinator Abandonments. NSR
James R Paschall, Senier General Attorney, NSR
Environmental Protection Depariment. NSR

ARG FEE WANED

Celebrating 100 years
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
DECISION
STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 250X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, IL

Decided October 9, 2007

Norfolk Southern Raillway Company (NSR) filed a notice of exemption under 49 CFR
1152 Subpart F-Exempt Abandonments to abandon an approximately 0 18-mule rail line
extending between approximately milepost UM 28 50 and milcpost 28 68 1n Urbana, Champaign
County, IL Notice of the exemption was served and published 1n the Federal Reguster on
November 30, 2004 (69 FR 69682-83) By dccision and notice of intenim trail use or
abandonment (NITU) served on December 29, 2004, the proceeding was reopened and a 180-day
period was authorized for the Urbana Park District (Distnict), the City of Urbana, and the
Champaign County Design and Conservation Foundation to negotiate an interim trail use/rail
banking agreement with NSR for the nght-of-way mvolved 1n this proceeding ' The trail use
ncgotiating period was scheduled to cxpire on June 27, 2005 By decisions served on June 22,
2005, December 23, 2005, and June 21, 2006, the NITU negotiating penod was extended until '
December 19, 2006 ’

On July 2, 2007, NSR filcd a request for an extension of the NITU negotiating period
until December 16, 2007 NSR’s request includes a copy of a lctter from the Distnict, requesting
an extension an cxtcnsion until that date and indicating that two separate District requests, dated
October 30, 2006, and April 3, 2007, for extensions of the trail use negotiating period were not
filed with the Board but were instead misdirected to NSR's parent, Norfolk Southern
Corporation NSR's request statcs that the abandonment has not been consummated, and that 1t
continues to negotiate with the District By separate filing, also on July 2, 2007, the District
requested extension of the NITU negotiating penod until December 16, 2007

Even If a negotiation penod expires, when a carrier consents to continuing negotiations
and has not consummated abandonment of the line, the Board continues to have junsdiction to
grant an extension Under the circumstances, an extension of the negotiating period 1s
warranted See But v STB, 90 F 3d 580, 588-90 (D'C Cir 1996). Grantwood Village v
Missoun Pac RR Co , 95 F 3d 654, 659 (8th Cir. 1996) An extension of the negotiating period

! The decision and notice also made the exemption subject to a salvage condition and to
a public usc condition  The public use condition, which 1s limited by statute to 180 days, expired
on June 28, 2005, and may not be extended



STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 250X)
will promote the establishment of trail use and rail banking consistent with the National Trails
System Act, 16 US C 1247(d)* Accordingly, the NITU negotiating period will be extended, as
requested, until December 16, 2007, to allow NSR and the District to negotiate

This decision will not sigmificantly affect esther the quality of the human environment or
the conservation of energy resourccs

It 1s ordered

1 NSR'’s request to extend the NITU negotiating period as it pertains to the District 18
granted

2 The negotiating pertod under the NITU 1s extended until December 16, 2007
3 Ths decision 1s effective on 1ts service date

By the Board, David M Konschnik, Dircctor, Office of Proccedings

Vermon A Wilhams
Secretary

? See Rail Abandonments—Supplemental Trails Act Procedures. 4 I C C 2d 152, 157-58
(1987)
2



