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January 2022 Status Report

By its decision served January 31, 2018, the Board denied the
application filed by the Hartwell First United Methodist Church (HFUMC)
requesting that the Board authorize the adverse abandonment of approximately
0.25 miles of rail line and associated right-of-way (the Line) owned by The
Great Walton Railroad Company, Inc. (GWRC). Although the Board found that
“the present and future PC&N do not support the requested adverse
abandonment,”! it directed GWRC “to submit a status report once every six
months, starting on July 31, 2018, describing its progress with respect to

rehabilitation and utilization of the Line.”

As reported in previously submitted status reports, the mainline portion
of the Line has been completely refurbished from Jackson Street to Athens

Street in Hartwell, Georgia. At present, the line is used to facilitate rail

1 Slip op. at 4.



transportation services for Quality Services, LLC whose rail shipments have

continued to steadily increase. Those services will continue.

GWRC has not yet been able to complete the reconstruction of the
runaround track that, since 1913, has been operated as part of the general
system of rail transportation when providing rail service to shippers and
receivers in Hartwell, Georgia. As the record demonstrates, until a portion of
the run around track was temporarily removed, it was long used to move
locomotives from the front of an inbound train to the front end of the outbound

trip to increase the overall efficiency of rail service.

At this time, the original “trespass” case that was filed in November 2016
is heading for a hearing before the Hart County Superior case. The hearing
date has not been set due to plaintiff’s counsel’s recent illness attributed to the

covid pandemic.
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