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Consolidated Rail Corporation - Abandonment Exemption - in 

Broome County, NY 


By decision dated August 28, 1989, the Board's predecessor agency, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, imposed a condition requiring ConsoliUated Rail Corporation (Conrail) 
to leave in place the bridge over Vestal Road. The condition was imposed at the request of the 
Town of Vestal (Vestal). Conrail agreed to leave the Vestal Road Bridge (bridge) in place. 
Conrail exercised its abandonment authority and ownership of the bridge has subsequently been 
conveyed to the Central New York Railroad Corporation (CNYK). 

Vestal no longer desires that the bridge remain in place and would like to remove the 
bridge structure in connection with a New York State Department of Transportation construction 
project. Vestal and the Broome County Department of Public Works have requested that the 
Board remove the condition requiring that the bridge be left in place. CNYK has never sought 
authority to commence railroad operations over the bridge and has never conducted any railroad 
operations over the bridge. CNYK supports the request that the condition be removed. 

In 1989, the New York State Office of Historic Preservation advised the Commission's 
environmental office, then known as the Section of Energy and Environment (SEE) that the 
proposed abandonment would have no adverse affect on any structures listed or eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The New York State Office ofParks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation (NY SHPO) advised Vestal by letter dated November 5, 
2009 (copy attached) that removal of the bridge would have no impact upon cultural resources in 
or eligible for inclusion in the State and National Register of Historic Places. 

Accordingly, we recommend that the condition imposed in the Board's August 28, 
1989 decision requiring that Conrail leave in place the bridge over Vestal Road be 
removed. 

SEA CONTACT: Ken Blodgett (202-245-0305) 
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Supervisor 
Pete Andreasen 

Anne K. Quinlan, Acting Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
The Mercury Bldg. 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1093X) 

Dear Secretary Quinlan: 

This letter is submitted as a petition by the Town of Vestal 

,,:~ 

r of the 
conditions contained in the August 28, 1989 Decision in the above-referenced proceeding 
which require that the bridge over Vestal Road (the "Vestal Road Bridge-) be left in 
place. 

On August 28, 1989 a Decision was issued in t.he above matter in which Consolidated Rail 
Corporation ("Conrail") was granted abandonment authority over a 3.1 mile line of 
railroad in Broome County, New York. A copy of that Decision is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. Conrail subsequently exercised that abandonment authority. 

At the request of the Town of Vestal and Conrail, a condition to Conrail's salvage of the 
line was that the railroad bridge over Vestal Road be left in place. Conrail 
subsequently conveyed ownership of the railroad bridge; the current owner is Central New 
York Railroad Corporation. 

Due to changes in circumstances in the ensuing twenty years, the Town of Vestal no longer 
desires that the railroad bridge over Vestal Road remain in existence. As noted in the 
letter of support attached hereto as Exhibit B, the current owner of the bridge joins in 
that request. 

Accordingly, the Town of Vestal respectfully requests that the STB reopen the above 
docket for the purpose of removing the conditions requiring the continued existence of 
the Vestal Road Bridge. 

Respect full y , 

~~~~ 
Pete Andreasen 
Town Supervisor 

hereby verify under penalty of perjury, that the for-egoing is true and correct. 
Further, I certify that r am qualified and authorized to file this letter petition. 

Executed on t1) ·2£1 ~ D ~ 
• 
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I SERVICE DATE I 
DO "AUG 3 , 1989 

IftUSTATB OOMl'lEmCE OJfIoIMXSSION .--: 
DBCtSZaIlI 

Pocket 1'0. AB-1..67 lSUb-ffo. lOUr) 

CONSOLlDA'1'lUJ ltlltr. celU'O.IlAr:tOlll--ABaNIlONHIi:lfT EXDtP'UOIJJ-­
%If DllOOMB Q)0B'n. lIlY 

Dec1dad. Ausual! 28, 1919 
•f 

CoD.oHda~ btl ~Orpa~ilt1ou (Coa.raiU fUea a notiae of 
e~1on l:ll:lCIer 49 [!J'fl1152 ~ ,--Exempt MaDdoJ!lllents to 
abandokl its' 3.1-111i1. linc of ~i1J:Oad betweell adlepoJlt 196.' aAd 
lIIilepost: ~99.7. ill DZ"CIO'IIIe CoWl'l:r, In. A DOcie.! of e.:r;aption NilS 
lJen'I!I4 and. pUshed in the .F~1 !iesIi.StEe.r on July 31 .. 1989 (54' 
Fa 31589). '!he ~&l is S 1Ll to beeoJlM effec'Uve OD 
Aagbst 30. 1981• 

. The CoI\IIIIIUCiOIl". s.ct;i.oQ of 'Eael"gl' lOla h ...1zo~t (SU) lias 
been ift£q1:m8!4 1!hat. tbe· totm of V'l!IStal. NY'. ilDd CoanU agreed tg 
aoD4it:io1l CoIlrail' s· ..1vag. Ope&"atioas as" fOllollf!l: (U t:be 
bridge over Veatal React .ball be left J.n. tIIlaceJ aDd (Z) CDDnU 
shall keap t:b.8 roadbed ...~ a hci.c;hJ: ncrt: . lea. tILla that c:ur.reot.ll" 
exist:.ug. S£S I'l!lCarIIIQeDdB t:laat these co!l4.1!:iaruJ be iJaposed. I 
will impose both C:QnW.t.iaNJ. 

All eollditioaacl,. t.b:iJt aat:.i.oJ) ....u.l ooe 81gnifi,can.t1r af'fect. 
e1titet' tite ~li.t.r ·of the bQ1laD CIQ1P1roament ar cOll88rVatioa 0,( 
e~erfr·~aources. 

:tt 's 9¥dered: 

1. Thill proceeding' is Z'eope~ea. 

:z. Upob l"ec:ona1«lel"ati.oll, the ex~OQ of tbe abaudo...,ent 
br CDallOl1da~ Rail Co"'JilO-RtioQ qi the tille ae:.ori.bed above is 
subjeet:. to t.he following alvage c:004itiow1: flJ Conrail IIn:t&t 
leave iD tillage t:h. bridge over Ve.t;al Baa4~ ami t:2 t CoJu".ll nmt. 
keep the J'oadbed at a lud.gbt DOt. le_ thiiD that. ca.rnnUf' 
existing- . 

3. 'J:bis deaision 1.a ef.fcct.i:ve CIa :i,.t.1I dat.e a£ sc.rvic:e. 

By the COlIIJIlisaioA, .:raae P. Kac:kall, Dlnct:.or, Oft:l.c:e of· 
Proeeed;i.aglll. 

(SEAL) 

http:Dlnct:.or
http:CoJu".ll
http:aat:.i.oJ
http:exist:.ug
http:c:ur.reot.ll
http:s.ct;i.oQ
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THE NEW YORK, SUSQUEHANNA AND WESTERN RAILWAY CORPORATION 
1 Railroad Avenue 

CoopentoWD, NY 13326 
607-547-2555 ph. 

Natha. R. Feano 607-547-5658 fax 
President WW'W.nysw.com 
,g,fcllllo@Dpw.com 

October 7, 2009 

Anne K. Quinlan, Acting Secretary 
Surface 'l'ransportation Board 
The Mercury Bldg. 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1093X) 

Dear Secretary Quinlan: 

TI:tis letter is submitted in support ofthe request by the Town of Vestal for removal of the 
conditions contained in the August 28,1989 Decision which require that the bridge over Vestal 
Road (the "Vestal Road Bridge") be left in place. 

By Deed dated February 25,1998, Consolidated Rail Corporation conveyed to Newco Services 
Inc. certain real property which included the Vestal Road Bridge. Such conveyance was subject 
to the conditions set forth in the August 28, 1989 Decision. By Deed dated May 21, 2002, 
Newco Services, Inc. conveyed certain property, including the Vestal Road Bridge, to Central 
New York Railroad Corporation ("CNYK."). CNYK remains the owner ofthe Vestal Road 
Bridge. CNYK has never sought authority to commence railroad operations over the Vestal 
Road Bridge and has never conducted any railroad operations over the Vestal Road Bridge. 

CNYKjoins in the petition of the Town ofVestal to reopen the above docket for the purpose of 
removing the conditions requiring the continued existence ofthe Vesta) Road Bridge. 

NRF:ksp 

mailto:g,fcllllo@Dpw.com


fT" '~OLl 
Broome County Department of-public Works \L-& 
Barbara J. Fiala, Broome County Executive. patrick J. Brennan, Commissioner 

Broome county Office Building. 60 Hawley Street. P.O. Box 1766· Binghamton, New York 13902 
(607) 778-2909 • Fax (607) 778-6051 • Website: www.gobroomecounty.com 

November 4, 2009 

Anne K. Quinlan, Acting Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
The Mercury Bldg. 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1093X) 

Secretary QUinlan: 

This letter is submitted as a petition by the County of Broome for removal of the 
conditions contained in the August 28, 1989 Decision in the above-referenced 
proceeding which requires the bridge over Vestal Road (the ''Vestal Road Bridge") be 
left in place. 

On August 28, 1989 a Decision was issued in the above matter in which Consolidated 
Rail Corporation ("Conrail") was granted abandonment authority over a 3.1 mile line of 
railroad in Broome County New York. A copy of that Decision is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. Conrail subsequently exercised that abandonment authority. 

At the request of the Town of Vestal New York and Conrail, a condition to Conrail's 
salvage of the line was that the railroad bridge over Vestal Road be left in place. Conrail 
subsequently conveyed ownership of the railroad bridge. The current owner is Central 
New York Railroad Corporation. 

Due to changes in circumstances in the ensuing twenty years, it is my understanding the 
Town of Vestal requests the railroad bridge over Vestal Road no longer remains in 
existence. As noted in the letter of support attached hereto as Exhibit B, the current 
owner of the bridge has joined in that request. 

Accordingly, the County of Broome supports the request that the STB reopen the above 
docket for the purpose of removing the conditions requiring the continued existence of 
the Vestal Road Bridge. . 

patrick J. Brennan, Deputy County Executive, CommIssioner (607) 778-2909 

http:www.gobroomecounty.com


Respectfully. 
~ 

C1:::!J~ 

Deputy County Executive of Physical Services 
Commissioner of Public Works 

I hereby verify under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct. Further, I 
certify that I am qualified and authorized to file this letter petition. 

Executed on November 4, 2009 

enc. 

cc wlo enc. John Fitzgerald, NYSDOT Region 9 
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I SERVICE DATE 
00 'AUG 3 1 1989 

INTBRSTA~a COMM~RCE COMMISSXON 

CEClSIOIi1 

Doc~t No. AB-167 (Sub-No. l093X) 

CONSoLIOA~eo ~L ceRPORA~I~--ABANDONMENT eXBMP~ION-­
%B DROOMS coomn, NY 

D~ided. Augwlt:. 28, 1989 

Con.olida~ed ~ail Corporation (Caa~ail) f~le4 a notice of 
exem~cion bnQe~ 49 CFR 1152 SUbia~ P--Ix@mpt Ab~ndonmsnts to 
abc.~laon its 3,l-ldle line of :t'a hoad between lIIilepoat 196.6 and 
milepos~ 199.7, in B~me County, NI. A notice of e~elllptian was, 
se1've4 anI! p:m:.ished :i...n. tbe Federal !1rillter an July 31, 1989 (54 
Fa 31589). 'rbe altl!!lI1pt:ion is IIchcQ,ule to becQrue effeetive on 
August 30. 19S3 • 

. ~be Comm~$sion'a S~tion of taergr and Bnvi~onment (SEe) has 
beer. informed that the town of Vl!lseal, NY, and Conrail agreed to 
condition Conrail's· salvage operations as· follows: (1) ~ 
b~idge QVar Vestal Roa4 shall be le~t in pJacel and (2) COD~ail 
shall keep the roadbed at a height not,less than that currently 
existing. SIfB r-ecOIIIIIIendli t.hat these condit-ians be iJaposed. I 
will impose bota conditions. 

As oonditiOtlaQr tbilt aation will noe B.i9nif.i.ca.nt'ly affect. ,"
either the quality 'of the human environment or conservation of 
ener~' resources. 

It i.1I orderelt: 

1. This proceeding is reopened. 

:z. Upon ,"ecorud"de~ation, the ex·empt.ion of the abandonment 
by Consolidated Rail Corpo~atioa of the libe deaa~ibed above is 
aubject to t:.he following salvage c:ond.i.t.1ans: (1) Coarail lI'Iust 
leave iD place the bridge ove1' Vestal Road: aftd c~, Conrail mus~ 
keep t.he roadbed at a height DOt:. lesa ~ban that:. carrently
existing. 

3. Th is decision ill effect.ive CD i.t" date of se-"'ice. 

By tbe Commission, ~ane F. Mackall, Di~ec~or, Office o~, 
proceedings. 

Noreta R. M:cGee 
(SEAL I Se<:reta.ty 

http:Se<:reta.ty
http:BROOI.1E
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THE NEW YORK, SUSQUEHANNA AND WESTERN RAILWAY CORPORATION 
1 Railroad Avenue 

Cooperstown, NY 13326 
607·547-2555 ph. 

Nathan R. Fenno 607-547·5658 fax 
President www.nysw.com 
nrcnno@nysw.com 

October 7, 2009 

Anne K. Qt:!n!an, Acting Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
The Mercury Bldg. 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1093X) 

Dear. Secretary Quinlan: 

This letter is submitted in support of the request by the Town of Vestal for removal of the 
conditions contained in the August 28, 1989 Decision which require that the bridge over Vestal 
Road (the "Vestal Road Bridge") be left in place. 

By Deed dated February 25, 1998, Consolidated Rail Carporation conveyed to Newco Services 
Inc. certain real property which included the Vestal Road Bridge. Such conveyance was subject 
to the conditions set forth in the August 28, 1989 Decision. By Deed dated May 21, 2002, 
Newco Services, Inc. conveyed ce11ain property, including the Vestal Road Bridge, to Central 
New York Railroad Corporation ('ICNYK"). CNYK remains the owner of the Vestal Road 
Bridge. CNYK has never sought authority to commence railroad operations over the Vestal 
Road Bridge and has never conducted any railroad operations over the Vestal Road Bridge. 

CNYKjoins in the petition of the Town of Vestal to reopen the above docket for the purpose of 
removing the conditions requiring the continued existence of the Vestal Road Bridge. 

President 

NRF:ksp 

mailto:nrcnno@nysw.com
http:www.nysw.com
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1:"< Engineering Department 


133 Front Street. Vestal. New York. 13850-1486 


Ph (607) 786-0980 
Ph (607) 786-0981 Fax (607) 786-0984 

December 14, 2009 

Anne K. Quinlan, Acting Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
The Mercury Building 
395 E Street SW 

, Washington, DC 20423-000 I 

Re: Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1093X) 

Dear Secretary Quinlan: 

Due to construction design time frames, I have been asked to see if there has been any 
action taken or planned with regards to the attached letter dated October 29, 2009, from 
my Town Supervisor. 

The request is basically for approvals to remove an unused Conrail bridge superstructure. 

Please advise me as soon as possible, since a NYSDOT construction project schedule 
does depend on the outcome of your decision. 

rs, 

Gary W. ampo 
Town Engineer 

GWC:mbp 

Attachment 

cc: Frank Matyas NYSDOT, Region 9 
44 Hawley Street 
Binghamton, NY 13901 



Supervisor 
Andreasen 

TOWN OF VESTAL 
Town Council 
Emil Bielecki605 Vestal Parkway West 

Patty FitzgeraldVestale New York e13850-1486 Francis Majewski
Telephone (607) 748-1514/ Fax (607) 786-3631 John Schaffer 

Anne K. Quinlan, Acting Secretary October 29, 2009 

Surface Transportation Board 

The Mercury Bldg. 

395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC 20423-0001 


RE: Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1093X) 

Dear Secretary Quinlan: 

This letter is submitted as a petition by the Town of Vestal for removal of the 
conditions contained in the August 28, 1989 Decision in the above-referenced proceeding 
which require that the bridge over Vestal Road (the "Vestal Road Bridge") be left in 
place. 

On August 28, 1989 a Decision was issued in the above matter in which Consolidated Rail 
Corporation ("Conrail") was granted abandonment authority over a 3.1 mile line of 
railroad in Broome County, New York. A copy of that Decision is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. Conrail subsequently exercised that abandonment authority. 

At the request of the Town of Vestal and Conrail, a condition to Conrail's salvage of the 
line was that the railroad bridge over Vestal Road be left in place. Conrail 
subsequently conveyed ownership of the railroad bridge; the current owner is Central New 
York Railroad Corporation. 

Due to changes in circumstances in the ensuing twenty years, the Town of Vestal no longer 
desires that the railroad bridge over Vestal Road remain in existence. As noted in the 
letter of support attached hereto as Exhibit B, the current owner of the bridge joins in 
that request. 

Accordingly, the Town of Vestal respectfully requests that the STB reopen the above 

docket for the purpose of removing the conditions requiring the continued existence of 

the Vestal Road Bridge. 


Respect full y, 

~~~ 
Pete Andreasen 
Town Supervisor 

hereby verify under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Further, I certify that I am qualified and authorized to file this letter petition. 

Executed on \...1) ·2q... V5. , 2009~ 

I 
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Carol AshNew York State Office of Parks, 
Commissioner

Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau· Peebles Island. PO Box 189. Waterford, New York 12188-0189 
518-237-8643 

November OS, 2009www.nysparks.com 

Gary W. ,Campo 

Town ofVestal 

60S Vestal Parkway West 

Vestal. New York 13850 


Re: 	 DOT 
Abandoned Railroad Bridge over Vestal Rd 
VESTAL, Broome County 
09PR05803 

Dear Mr. Campo: 

Thank you for requesting the comments ofthe Field Services Bureau ofthe Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP). We have reviewed the project :in 
accordance with the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (Section 14.09 ofthe New 
York Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation· Law). These comments are those ofthe Field 
Services Bureau and relate only to Historic/Cultural resources. They do not include potential 
environmental impacts to New York State Parldand thAt may be involved in or near your project. 
Such impacts must be considered as part ofthe environmental review ofthe project pursuant to 
the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New Yark Environmental Conservation Law 
Article 8) and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617). 

Based upon this review, it is the OPRHP's opinion that your P1'oject will have No Impact 
upon culbval resources :in or eligible for inclusion :in the State and National Register ofHistoric 
Places. 

If:further correspondence is required regarding this project, please be sure to refer to the 
OPRHP Project Review (PR) ~umber noted above. 

An Equal Opportunity/AffirmatiVe Action Agency 

http:www.nysparks.com

