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‘Re: STB Docket No. No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 212X), Norfolk Southern.»-2 68477
Railway Company -- Discontinuance Exemption -- In Hudson County, NJ

Ra// Corporar/oh 'Abandonf_; ,nt of the F\’lver Llne, n‘ Hudson County, NJ

The entlre “Rl e,r L|ne” between Jersey Cn‘y, NY and North Bergen NJ vra'
Weehawken, NJ, rnclu’dlng the Weehawken Branch, which was operated in recent
years as one continuous line known as the River Llne was the subject of the
’referenced NSR petltlon In this case, NSR r never served the line, except fhrough
Conrail dellvery, but merely had rrghts to do so under the North Jersey Shared Asset
Area Agreement with Conrail and CSXT. Despite some doubt as to whether CSXT and
NSR were even required to file for discontinuance of operating rights that were never
exercised directly, they did so in order to be sure that all regulatory requirements for the
abandonment of the combined River Line by Conrail. were met. The Board authorized
the, NSR and CSXT dlscontmuances ina. demsron served January 28 2002¢ N

%

Under current Board regulatlons Norfo!k Southern Rarlway Company IS not
required to notify the Board of the exercise of its right'to discontinue service over the
River Line. Due to the controversy concerning abandonment.of this line, however, NSR
and CSXT stated in therr petmon t_hat they would exercnse thelr drscontrnuances at the

2002 inthis procfeedrng, as of May'1 ‘2002 Conrall has notified the Board of its =~
exercise of. the abandonment authonty in the related cases as of that date.
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Therefore, NSR asks that the Board accept this notice and place it in the docket
in the referenced case.
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