September 11, 2008

Increased Safety response time impacts all of the communities along the EJ&E

· Our Public Safety services and locations, mainly Police, Fire Protection and Hospitals have been established given the current levels of rail and road vehicle traffic.

· These agencies have produced information indicating that the proposed increased level of rail traffic on the EJ&E could cause several minutes of delay in their response times for fire, police and medical emergency.

· My Wife and I live on the East side of the EJ&E tracks, which cuts us off from the main large Hospital in the area, Good Shepard in Barrington

· This increase traffic would also impact our primary Fire Protection services from covering a house fire and/or medical services.

· A Fire doubles in size each minute it is not fought.

· This kind of delay in the treatment of life threatening medical issues has been documented to be catastrophic.

· Specifically for the Hawthorn Woods area, unless separated grade crossings for Old McHenry and Gilmer Roads are fully funded and installed by CN prior to any increase in rail traffic, the proposal to allow CN to purchase EJ&E should be denied.
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