Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Attention: Environmental Filing, STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Phillis, 
My name is Jered Wieland and I live with my wife, Lana, and two sons, Brett and Jordan (ages 12 and 11). We have been living in apartments and renting, while saving for over a dozen years in order to buy our first home. We purchased our dream home last year. It is located in Frankfort, IL directly next to the EJ&E railroad track.
We were concerned about buying a home near the track, however, after doing some research it became apparent that the train tracks were only hosting a few trains a day (about 7), the people living in the neighborhood said it didn’t disturb them too much, and after personally hearing a train come through, it seemed like a reasonable noise and vibration to deal with on a limited basis so we bought the house.
If the STB approves the sale as is outlined per the purchase agreement and the draft EIS, my wife, kids and myself will not have a decent nights sleep again. The train traffic will increase from 7 trains a day to 28 trains a day and the size of the trains will be doubled. This effectively means the disruption to our home will be increased by at least 800%. This is not what we signed up for when we purchased the house. We understood what we were getting into - having a limited number of trains coming by the house. What is proposed is much different from that and will drastically change our quality of life. It will make our dream home more like a nightmare. What is proposed is well beyond reason - there is no proposed mitigation offered to reduce the impact of the vibration and sound that will increase by at least 800% from what was in place when we purchased the house.

To go along with this, the DEIS states that my property value is expected to drop and I have found an estimate of 25% as the expected drop in value. That means that this sale will take $100,000 out of my families’ pocket. That is $100,000 that we don’t have and certainly cannot afford to lose in home value. Again, CN railroad is offering no mitigation of this situation and the DEIS does not state that the STB or anyone else will require CN to take care of the damage that this transaction will do to my family.
Then there is the significant increase in hazardous waste that will be moving within a few hundred feet of my house and on a railway (CN) that has a very poor safety record, per the Canadian government. The direct safety risk to my family will be significantly increased and again, the DEIS does not address this issue satisfactorily.

Next, there is the estimated $3,000,000,000 that will be needed to make changes to roadways, grades, crossings, sound and vibration deterrents, etc. The DEIS states that CN railroad would not be responsible for most of these expenses. That is preposterous! The only reason the billions of dollars would be needed is because CN would be drastically changing the nature of the track usage. If they continued to operate the tracks the same way the tracks have been used for a very long time, there would not be need for a single dollar, let alone $3 billion or whatever incredible number it is.
Next, the pollution from the trains will increase at least 800% thus reducing the air quality along the tracks. My wife was diagnosed with breast cancer last year and pollution has been directly linked to breast cancer. This sale will directly, negatively impact the life of my wife. 

There are several other negative items to mention that my family will experience if the sale is approved and goes through. I will not list them all, but the two larger ones worth noting here include the increased emergency response times that will be experienced along the railroad as well as the increased delays at the railroad crossings for the 198 miles and 80 communities that this transaction would impact.

To summarize – the DEIS is inadequate on many fronts in addressing the negative implications of the sale of the EJ&E rail to CN. My family will be greatly impacted by the transaction and every way we would be directly impacted would be negatively. We would experience an 800% increase in noise, vibration, and pollution as well as a $100,000 drop in property value. We would also be at increased risk from hazardous materials and rail accidents, slowed emergency response times, and significant, regular delays at train crossings. Finally, the billions of dollars of taxpayer money, including mine, would have to be used to mitigate the negative consequences of this transaction. The offsetting benefit to the taxpayers to make this worthwhile? CN will be more efficient in transporting their goods and will thus be more competitive than other railways operating in the US thus giving them a competitive advantage and the ability to be more profitable. How does that help America on the big picture view? It doesn’t. 

How could any minor positive outcome on the national level compare to the incredible detrimental local impact this will have on my house, the village of Frankfort, the other 80 or so communities along the railroad, and the thousands of other homeowners that are right along the track? The answer is it doesn’t. 
The only way this transaction should be approved is if CN is willing and able to pay to mitigate everything that will be a negative consequence of their increased use of the EJ&E track. If they were willing to agree to take care of the negative consequences then the sale should be approved, but if CN is not willing to pay for all mitigation of their drastic change to the usage of the track then the purchase should be denied.
Thanks for your time and consideration. If you would like to contact me please call my home number 815-464-8249 or write to me at 542 Aberdeen Road, Frankfort, IL 60423.

Sincerely,

Jered Wieland, PGA

