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Honorable Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

RE: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company FEE RECEIVED

Abandonment in Worcester County, Massachusetts

Docket No. AB-254 (Sub No. 7X) NOV 14 2003
SURFACE
Dear Secretary Williams: TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Please find enclosed a request by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by and through its
Executive Office of Transportation and Construction, for the issuance of a Public Use Condition
as well as an Interim Trail Use Condition on that portion of the Southbridge Running Track
situated within the Commonwealth.

A check in the amount of $150.00 is enclosed to cover the filing fee.

EOTC would appreciate your acknowledgment of receipt of these documents by stamping the
enclosed copy of this letter and returning it to me in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

Respectfully submitted, ¢

7y v A -
Al sz%/[/u It
eve Vallely-Bartle

Manager of Rail .-
Executive Office of Transportation and Construction
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Enclosures

Telephone (617) 973-7000 TDD (617) 973-7306 Telefax (617) 523-6454
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RE: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company

Abandonment in Worcester County, Massachusetts [N [ JE, RECEIVED

Docket No. AB-254 (Sub No. 7X)
NOV 1 4 2003

SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD _
This request is filed on behalf of the Executive Office of Transportation and Construction, which

is a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, hereinafter referred to as
"Proponent”.

Dear Secretary Williams:

Proponent requests issuance of a Public Use Condition as well as an Interim Trail Use Condition
rather than an outright abandonment authorization of that portion of the Southbridge Running
Track (the "Line") situated within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, between MP 0.18 and
MP 1.4 +/-, and between MP 4.8 +/- and MP 10.98.

A. Request for Public Use Condition

Proponent asks that the STB find that this property is suitable for other public use, specifically
trail use, and to place the following conditions on the abandonment:

1.  An order prohibiting the carrier from disposing of the corridor, other than the tracks, ties
and signal equipment, except for public use on reasonable terms. The justification for this
condition is that the corridor would make an excellent recreational trail and conversion of
the property to trail use is in accordance with local plans. The time period sought is 180
days from the effective date of the abandonment authorization. Proponent needs this much
time to assemble and review title information, perform appropriate due diligence and
complete negotiations with the carrier.

Telephone (617) 973-7000 TDD (617) 973-7306 Telefax (617) 523-6454
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2. An order barring removal or destruction of potential trail-related structures such as bridges,
trestles, culverts and tunnels. The justification for this condition is that these structures
have considerable value for recreational trail purposes. The time period requested is 180
days from the effective date of the abandonment authorization for the reasons indicated
above.

B. Request for Interim Trail Use

The railroad right-of-way in this proceeding is suitable for railbanking. In addition to the public
use conditions sought above, Proponent also requests that the STB issue a Notice of Interim Trail
Use or a Certificate of Interim Trail Use (as appropriate), as the Commonwealth, by and through
its Executive Office of Transportation, is prepared to assume responsibility for the portion of the
property situated within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish interim trail use and railbanking under Section 8(b) of the National Trails
System Act, 16 U.S.C. §1247(d) and 49 CFR §1152.29, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by
and through its Executive Office of Transportation & Construction, is willing to assume full
responsibility for management of, for any legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of (to the
extent the Commonwealth may be held liable, and, in any event, to indemnify the Railroad
against any potential liability), and for the payment of any and all taxes that may be levied or
assessed against the right-of-way owned and operated by the Providence and Worcester Railroad
Company.

The property, known as the Southbridge Running Track (the "Line"), extends from railroad
milepost 0.18 in Webster, MA to railroad milepost 10.98 in Southbridge, MA, a distance of
10.80 miles, in Worcester County, MA and Wyndham County, CT. The Commonwealth
proposes to assume financial responsibility for the following portions of the Line located in
Worcester County, MA:

from milepost 0.18 in Webster, MA  to  milepost 1.4 +/- in Dudley, MA, and
from milepost 4.8 +/- in Dudley, MA to  milepost 10.98 in Southbridge, MA

The right-of-way is part of a line of railroad proposed for abandonment in STB Docket No. AB-
254 (Sub No. 7X).

A map depicting the right-of-way is attached.
Proponent acknowledges that use of the right-of-way is subject to the user's continuing to meet

its responsibilities described above and subject to possible future reconstruction and reactivation
of the right-of-way for rail service.




By my signature below, I certify service upon the Providence and Worcester Railroad Company,
by U.S. Mail, postage pre-paid, first class, this___ day of November, 2003.

Danr€l A~ Grabaygkas
Secretary,
Executive Officd of Transportation and Construction
Commonwealth'of Massachusetts




1 40 1 133us] | 0D ¥ ¥IISIROA 3 INIIACHY

.vu.—.:.:-.: 9q 0} auy] jo S3[INK 08°01 I riPirA NP
e ’ .
= Md— o0z ‘21 Wematas

INDILIINNOD “AINNOD MVHONIM *NOSJMOHNL
SLIZSNHOVESYA ‘ALNNGD ¥IITINOM *IO0HBHINGS Pue ‘ATonc"walsean
AOVHL ONINNNY F9AIHEHLNOS

17 LIV

,,aJ, LAY =

- :W,ﬁ”- .A—r :W.J ’J..
AN .nﬂl\,. 2
,.WA;.. b N JM




	\209422.Pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5


