13527, ooibo%, FRED, VT 2

VILLIAM D. FRIED
43543 N, HAMILTON
CHICAGO, IL 60625 -1643

TEL.: (812) 561-3830
(773)

Surface Transportation Board
CN 5 EJ&E Environmental Impact Statement

c/o HDR
8404 Indian Hills Drive
Omaha, NE 68114-4098 Friday, May 16, 2008.

Subject: News Coverage of CN | EJ&E Purchase

As a member of the 20tk Century Railroad Club and newslettear reporter,

I get to cover many rail centered meetings. In the enclosed February
issue of our "The Fast Mail’, 1 have two articles invoiving the CN/EJ&E
purchase. The "'CREATE' Project Public Hearing” was held in an old church
right in the epicenter of this once poor area crisscrossed with every
Chicago railroad going south or east., Today this area is either Ffixed up
or leveled and cleaned waiting for the right time to build again, With
the CN in the mix, the time is near. One hundred year old "railroad
footprints”™, i.e., multiple street-level crossings, will be a thing of
the past. CN's purchase of the EJ&F will necessitate its withdrawl from
the CREATE project reducing taxpaver funding in Chicago with the towns
along the EJ&E will reap the benefits from the CN taxes along with a
much needed new Metra route =- the STAR line, a 270° arc connecting
northern Illinois towns all the way around to southwest Joliet and
eventually to Hobart, Indiana. This is a win-win situation: there is

no downside here.

The other meeating T covered was your BDR Fngineering, inc,, "traveling road
show” when it was in downtown Chicage. As I saw it, the cnly area against

this was two very snobish, very upscale and arrogant Barrington area enclaves:
Barrington and Barrington Hills. T couldn't say it in my article but I

don't see where a couple of small villages have any jurisdiction over any
established international trade routes. Again, this is a win-win For all,

even Barrington when they join the world.

I hope I shed some light in your defense of a much needed improvement.

SiTTEIEIy’

1, 2
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William Fried
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All categories of membership include all members of
your immediate family, plus 12 issues of our monthly
newsletter, THE FAST MalL. Club members who pay more

ot

than “regulor” dues receive a Club-logo pin, and their
names appear in our newsletter.

Choose o membership cafegory:
1 Regular — $40 for 12 months
O Confributing — $75 for 12 months
1 Century Club — $125 for 12 months
T President's Club — $200 for 12 months

1]

(and you'll receive o $25 gift certificate for group travel!)

Member Name

Member Name

Mailing Address

City, State, ZIF Code

— PAYMENT METHOD —

[ Check or Money Order 3 Mosterard 3 VISA
{make check/money order payable to “TCRC”)

Credif Card Account Nurmber

Expiration Date Cardholder Signature

MARN APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO0:

Membership Secretary
20th Century Railroad Club
P.O. Box 476
Wilmette, 1L 60091-0476

{allow 2 to 4 weels for processing)
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he three high-school students who organized the

20th Century Railroad Club in 1971 never suspected
how great an interest their Club would ultimately
create in rail travel in the Chicago area.

Our founders' goal made 20th Century different
from most railroad clubs: instead of only looking back
at railroad history, they wanted to actually ride trains,
and to help promote Armtrak (also founded in 1971).

The Club's first charter train celebrated our
nation’s bicentennial in 1976 via the old Rock Island
Line between Chicago and Bureau, Illinois. That trip —
with seven gleaming stainless-steel cars pulled by a
diese] locomotive repainted in a bicentennial color
scheme by Chub members — marked the beginning of
an impressive roster of excursion trains. some of which
were pulled by historic steam locomotives.

In 1981, 20th Century operated its first Amtrak
charter train, to the annual Tulip Festival in Holland,
Michigan. Later destinations included the Wisconsin
Dells; the Hlinois State Fair; Mark Twain's home town
of Hannibal, Missouri; the annual Country Fair in
Galena, llinois; and even the Super Bowl in New
Orleans for Chicago Bears fans in 1986.

In the mid-90s, 20th Century expanded its rail-
related group-travel program, first for Club members
only, and then for the general public. Today, our
annual Trip Catalog includes 18 to 20 such unique
trips, to destinations all around North America.

When you join, you'll be part of a Club with hun-
dreds of people who, much like you, love to travel to
interesting destinations via passenger trains — the
most civilized form of land transportation!

]

]

]

]

e

Unique Trips by Train
Monthly Newsletter
Members Meetings
Volunteer Opportunities
Video Library
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No. 440

Program: Asserted shides! Member Larry Bloom
racently donated slides showing “rail trips from
Washington, DG, in the 1960s, a Parke Counly
{indiana} Bridge Fest in 1968, Mexico in 1966, and
other items.” Then, Stan Brandt wilt shiow slides of
an AAPRCO “private vamish” eonvention in Mil-
waukee in 1986 and another in Pitishurgh in 1987,

As always, there's the inavitable, incredible and
ineffante “Raffla of the Century” for alt you winners.

Location: Fleciricians Union Hall, 600 W. Washing-
ten Blvd at Jefferson St in downtown Chicago. Free
parking on the northeast corner of Washington &
Jefferson. The door apens at 6:30g. Non-membar
admission is §3 {members: frea). Saft drinks and
snacks are available from vending machines.

“A home-mads unit clears the arsa hetwaen the trasks at
Palisade, MN, in February of 1959.”

Photo from-the Simmons-Boardman Publishing coflec-
fion of the 20th Cenfury Railroad Club,

ONTHE POINT...

LAWMAKERS PASS MASS-TRANSIT BULL..
State lawmakers approved on Jan. 17 Gov.
Rod Blagojevich's plan to give free bus and
train rides to seniors as part of a $530 mil-
lion tax increase package that prevenis
major service cuts and some fare increases
for Chicago-area public transit riders.

Transit officials hailed the measure as
a long-sought political compromise that
stops the clock just three days from threat-
ened “deomsday” service cuts. But they
cautioned that eldezly riders should not ex-
pect immediate free rides under the plan,
because transic leaders have two months
to implement that.

The Ilinois Senate signed off on the
govermnor’s changes by a 32-19 tally {two
more voies than the measure got last
week) but only after many of them ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the lasi-
minute nature of Blagejevich's changes.

Sen. Marfin Sandoval (D-Chicago) said
there is no free ride for seniors because
they now will be paying more in sales tax

 Soo Liye
e

Edited by D. Worf Signull

and, if they sell their homes in Chicago,
potentially a real estate transfer tax. Both
tax increases are part of the legislation.

“Houdini would wrap himself in
chains...and find his way out affer much
suspense. There's a better act,” Sandoval
said. “Rodini is a better escape artist than
anyone I've ever seen in my life.”

Mayor Richard Daley, however, re-
fused to criticize Blagojevich. “The gover-
noy saw fit to do this, and you can't debate
that,” he said. Calling it a “happy day” for
riders, Daley said he now will work with
members of the City Council to pass an in-
crease in Chicago's real estate transfer tax
by $3 per $1,000 of sales price, action that
is called for in the legislation to help fund
CTA pension and health care costs. It has
not been decided yet whether the increase
will apply to buyers or sellers, he said.

Legislaters passed the funding plan in
mid-January bui, instead of signing it
Blagojevich amended the dill to include
free rides for seniors, as he sought to de-
flect the political damage of breaking his




long-held pledge not to raise taxes.

“What this is all about i$ an oppertu-
nity and an effort by the governor fo
change the subject,” said Sen. Matt Mur-
phy (R-Palatine)., “With his efforts on this
bill, he broke that promise and signed on
to sales taxes. Senjors, the ones I've heard
from anyway, don't want a free ride.”

Senate President Emil Jones (D-

Chicago), 72, noted his own “conflict” on
the issue: it would give him free rides.
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"When you get to be a senior, a lot of
benefits come your way,” said Jones, whe
urged the Senate to approve Blagojevich’s
changes.

In an attempt t¢ win more support for
the transit funding, supporters offered a
follow-up bill that would extend free rides
to disabled people while setiing income
eligibility requirements that would Jimit
how many seniors get to ride for free. The
House quickly approved the measure by an
86-22 vote, but Jones indicated he would
not bring it up for an immediate vote.

Earlier on Jan. 17, the House accepted
the governor's amendatory veto on a 61-
47 vote, after many lawmakers accused
Blagofevich of jeopardizing the plan by
making a last-minutte change that required
another trip through the legislature.

Transit officials and CTA union lead-
ers watching in the packed House gallery
tose fo their feet in jubilation when the
House vote was tallied.

“People can have strong differences
with what the governor did, but we've
come hopefully to the end of a three-year
striggle on our part to get the reforms that
are needed, the pension changes that are
needed and the funding that we need to
cary us through for a decade or more,”
said RTA Chairman Jim Reilly. “So that’s a
great day."

If the bill had not passed, Chicago
Transit Authority, Metra and Pace riders
would have faced an unprecedented level
of fare hikes and service cuts, including
the elimination of more than 160 city and
suburban bus routes. All evening subur-
ban bus service and many weekend Pace
routes would have been eliminated. CTA
fares would have jumped as high as $3.25.
Pace bus fares would have increased to $2,
and all paratransit, dial-a-ride, taxi-access
and vanpool rides would have cost more.

About 2,400 CTA employees and 200
Pace drivers and administrative workers
would have been laid off.

Metra envisioned 10% fare hikes each
year for the next three years. Even when
the legislature gave its approval to the
funding package last week, the commuter
1ail line decided to keep a 10% fare hike
set for Feb. 1, saying it was “prudent” in
light cf econortic pressures, and necessary
to offset four years of diverting about
3168 million in capital funds to operating
expenses.

Metra's decision to raise fares even
though lawmakers approved the transit
funding measure drew the ire of Sen. Terry
Link {D-Waukegan), who urged Metra to
reconsider. “They knew if they had said
before the vote that they were going to
raise it 10%, the vote may have come out
in a different way, and they didn’t want to
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risk that,” Link said. “What this General

- Assembly giveth, this General Assembly

can taketh back.” [CHIcAGO TRIBUNE]

2008 PASSENGER RAH. QUTLOOK... The fiz-
ture of passenger rafl, both intercity and
transit, locks bright for the foreseeable fu-
ture as gasoline prices keep cimbing,
roads and airports become more con-
gested, and the need to address climate
change becomes more acute. The naiion
may well decide to shilt its emphasis from
highway-building to raii expansion, a goal
that can only be achieved with stronger
political suppest, which may come follow-
ing this year's Presidential election.

Suppliers 1o the rail-transit industy
may be looking forward to Novembers
election with as much or more anticipatien
than other Americans because a change in
political control of the White House could
mean an upsurge in business. Many icad-
ers of transit operating agencies, as well
as consultants and eguipment providers,
believe that Republican power over the
federal goverument has compromised pub-
lic transit and Amtrak financial resources,
especially when compared to highway pro-
grams.

Despite the rhetoric about weaning
Americans away from forelgn ofl and re-
ducing highway and air congestion, the
Bush Administration has attempted to
downsize Amtrak and has imposed restric-
tive standards on proposed rail transit pre-
jects to be funded under the Mew Staris
program. The federal share of rail funding
has been reduced to about 50%; previ-
ously, Washington had in some cases paid
up to 80%.

President Bush’s budget recommenda-
tions have also attempted to undercut con-
gressionally mandated spending on tran-
sit. His reguest for fiscal year 2008 was
$308 million below the amount authorized
and guaranteed under the Safe, Accouni-
able, Flexible, Efficient Transpottation Eq-
Uity Act-A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LL,
prompting APTA President Willlam W. Mil-
tar to issue a statement declaring that the
president’s budget "undermines the need
to expand public transportation.”

Differing versions of a budget bill
were finally passed by both houses of the
now-Democratic conirolled Congress in No-
vember. A House-Senate conference com-
mittee in Congress has agreed to restore
all but $5%.2 million of that shortfail, most
of it from the New Starts and Small Starts
programs, and the Transportation Depart-
ment budget bill has passed the House.
But, as of late December, the measure was
stuck in the Senate, and President Bush
was threatening a veto, claiming the
spending plan is fiscally irresponsible.

Reduced federal participation has had

The Fast Mail




consequences. Many communities have
been forced to cancel or truncate badly
needed high-capacity transit projects,
while others have delayed their plans as
officials struggled to meet strict new cost-
benefit requirements. Meanwhile, con-
struction costs have been rising substan-
tially, as prices for materials such as steel
and cement skyrocketed. In other places,
to offset federal shorifalls, local funds
have been generated through state grants,
transportation taxes, benefit assessment
districts, and other revenne streams.

In California, which always does
things in a big way, voters in 2006 ap-
proved the sale of $19.9 billion in trans-
portation Infrastructure bonds for transit
and highway projects, plus port security
and reduction of air poflution. The revenue
is in addition tc dedicated state funding
from taxes, and will be used for repair and
upgrading of aging facilities in addition o
expansion. The money is being doled out
by the California Transportation Commis-
sion, with transit’s share fo be around $4
billion. However, since the state has six
light rail systems, four commuter railways
and two subways, most of which are plan-
ning very costly extensions, $4 billion sud-
denly seems insignificant.

Increasing use of local and state fi-
nancing, which avoids mandatory federal
“Buy America” provisions, has in some
cases adversely affected North America-
based rail suppliers. Offshore purchases of
everything from rail to rolling stock can be
made with no strings attached, unless lo-
cal rules reguire domestic content or final
assembly in the U.S. This has been espe-
cially true of big-ticket items, such as
LRVs and subway cars, for new systems
and colder networks facing the need to re-
place life-expired equipment.

The New Yotk City metropolitan area
remains the largest consumer of transit
cars in the U.S., but in recent years there
have been sizeable orders placed with
North American, European, and Asian
manufacturers by Philadelphia, Chicago,
Los Angeles, San Jose, Washington, D.C.,
and Boston, with varying amounts of U.S.
content,

But despite many roadblocks, much
has been accomplished since 2001, and
the amount spent on rail transit has in-
creased annually. In recent years, the FTA
has been signing Full Funding Grant
Agreements on a regular basis, agreeing to
provide a fixed amount of cash for specific
projects. Many of these entered the appii-
cation process prior to the Bush Admini-
stration, and several were stalled for years
because their price tags were considered
too high. .

FFGAs were finally signed recently for
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twe proposals that strugeied more than
most, a light-rail starter line in Norfolk,
VA, and Minnesota’s Northstar commuter
rail route linking Minneapolis. with Big
Lake. But a commuter line for the Raleigh-
Durham, NC, area folded in 2006 when the
FIA ruled the project didn't meet the
agency’s tough new cost and ridership
standards. More recently, the Houston
MTA in December received what agency
President Frank Wilson described as “a
very hard-edge ietter” from the FTA, de-
manding additicnal environmental studies
after proposed bus rapid transit corridors
underwent a modal switch fo LRT.

Culy two new FFGAs are slated for ap-
proval in fiscal year 2008, one of which
has already been signed. In November, a
$1.5 billion commitment was authorized
for the first segment of New York’s Second
Avenue Subway. Awaiting final authoriza-
tion is an FFGA for the short University ex-
tension to Sealtle’s Central Link LRT.

The only rail prolect still in the
“pending” stage, according to the FTA, but
not yet scheduled for an agreement, is
Denver's West Corridor LRT. However, the
Regional Transporiation District has begun
procurement of materials and LRVs to
head off further price hikes.

Other proposals are in the pipeline but
ate still far from approval, including the
five-line Houston scheme, the mega-billion
Washington, DC, Metro extension to Dulles
International Airport, and a series of ex-
tensions to Salt Lake City's TRAX LRT.

Amirak's fortunes appear to be rising
on several fronts, as the Bush Administra-
tion's efforts to kill passenger rall {or at
least end federal responsibility for it) have
failed, due to strong bipartisan support in
Congress. But lawmakers have coupled
their defense of Amtrak with penurious
annual appropriations and demands for
tighter cost conirols and more competent
management. Meanwhile, some capital
needs have been deferred, a situation that
wouild be remedied in part by an authori-
zation bili that would provide Amtrak with
$11.4 billien over six years. The money
would include $4.9 billion for capital
spending and $1.4 billion for a new grant
program {o individual states that heavily
subsidize service such as llinois, Califor-
nia, and Washington. Some of the state
money might be applied to purchase of
new rolling stock in addition to operating
EXpenses.

Late last December, the bill had been
passed by the Senate, but was awaiting ac-
tion in the House, where sources say it
won't be considered until January at the
earliest. However, the President adamantly
opposes such a high level of spending for
Amtrak, and has declared his administra-
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tion will not fund the railroad at the $11.4
bitlion level, a situation that could ¢hange
a year from now.

Overall, Amtzak must repiace andfor
refurbish its aging fleet. No specific plans
will be hatched until money is avaliable.
However, Amirak President Alex Kummant
has proposed partnering with the states to
develop a2 standardized coach (possibly
with single-level and double-deck versions)
that could be used on both short- and
Iong-distance runs. Standardization could
result in a lower unit price initially, if cars
are purchased in sufficient quantity, plus
reduced maintenance and cperating costs
over the long term. There is also talk of
starting work on a new generation of Acela
high-speed trainsets for the Northeast Cor-
ridor.

Amtrak is spending about $250 mil-
lion a year on engineering projects, mostly
on Northeast Corridor infrastructure, fund-
ing for which comes from annual transpor-
tation appropriations bills. The f{iscal year
2008 omnibus appropriations bill, contain-
ing $1.36 billion for Amirak, was passed
by Congress and was ready for the Presi-
dent’s signature in late December.

Meanwhile, a committee of the Na-
tional Surface Transportation Policy and
Revenue Study Commission has recom-
mended investing $357.2 billion on inter-
city passenger rail service over the next 43-
years. The investment, about $8.1 billien
annually, would significantly expand the
existing system to provide a viable alterna-
tive to congested highways and airways.

“For the iast 50 years, the nation has
had no vision for intercity passenger rail,”
said the report from the commission’s pas-
senger rail working group. However, Amm-
trak may not end up being the service pro-
vider. The only certainty is that a large in-
fusion of federal funding will be required.

The AAR issued harsh criticism of the
plan, asserting, “Piggybacking on privately
owned and operated freight-railroad assess
will give America a third-rate passenger
rail system.” An alternative would be to
add passenger-only tracks on existing
freight rights-of-way, as some commuter
rail systems have done, In contrast to the

§ = Chicagoland Public Transif — §

§ Phone RTA Travel Iafarmation (5:00a-1:00a) at 312-336-7000.

Wetra: www.metrzrail.com. GTA: www. transitchicago.com. :
SouthShora Line (MCTD): phone 800-356-2079.

— Amnirak —
B00-SA-RAIL (800-872-7245) of www.amtrak.com

- Henosha Sireetear Line —
Exit 342 off 1-84; go cast 7 miles on Wis. 153, south on 8t Ava.
Men—Fn {ail year): Ly 54th St & 8th Ave every 15 minutes
11:052-7-050. Sat. {all vear) & Sun. (May 27-Sept. 7 only):
1(:05a-5:35p. Far details, phons 262-653-4787.
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European and Asian practice of construct-
ing brand-new high-speed lines strictly for
passenger (rains. The fuli commission is
expected to endorse the committee’s find-
ings when it submits a final report to Con-
gress. fJulian Wolinsky; RAILWAY AGE]

AMT -ING...

ON TENTATIVE LABOR AGREEMENTS..
“Dear Co-workers: A few moments ago [on
Jan. 18], Amtrak and representatives of the
nine tinions before the Presidential Emer-
gency Board signed tentative agreements,
thereby averting a strike that could have
taken place on jan. 30.

“Detalls of the agreements will be sent
to the respective union members for ratifi-
cation over the next several weeks, and
will not be publicly disclosed until that
process has begun.

“The nine unions affected are the
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Em-
ployees; International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers; International Association of
Machinists and Aerospace Workers; Broth-
erhood of Railroad Signalmen; joint Coun-
¢il of Carmen, Helpers, Coach Cleaners and
Apprentices; American Train Dispatchers
Association; National Conference of Fire-
men and Oilers/Service Employees Interna-
tional Union; American Railway and Air-
liné Supervisors Association (Maintenance
of Equipment, Maintenance of Way).

“On behalf of the board of directors, 1
want to thank the leadership of the labor
organizations, It has not been easy for any
of us, and I know they share our sense of
relief and resolve to move forward in a pro-
ductive and cooperative spirit to provide
excellent passenger rail service.

“We have averted a strike that could
have had a crippling effect on the lives of
millions of Americans. More importantly,
we have jointly reached tentative agree-
ments that enable us to get back to what
brings us together, rather than what sets
us apart. For Amtrak to succeed, we all
need to push forward in the same direc-
tion. '

*1 encourage everyone to put the dis-
putes from the past behind them and to fo-
cus on what we can learn from this experi-
ence and how we can grow together.” -
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Alex Kummant; President and CEO, Am-
trak

FROM QUAD CITIES TO CHICAGO... Estab-
lishing an Amtrak route from Moline/Rock
Island to Chicago could cost up to $23 mil-
lion for railroad improvements and $6 mil-
lionn a year for the state operating costs.
That's information released on Jan. 7 from
a feasibility study that Amtrak did at the
request of the, Ilinois Departmeni of
Transportation.

The study shows the best route be-
tween the Quad-Cities and Chicago would
be over a portion of the former Rock Island
Railrcad, now owned by the fowa Inter-
state Railrcad, from the Quad-Cities to a
proposed track connection to the BNSE
Railway near Wyanet, IL. The study also
shows that travel time would be in the
range of 3-1/2 hours, which would be com-
petitive with automobile travel.

In the report, the approximate cost of
upgrading the railroad infrastructure to ac-
commodate passenger train speeds is $14-
823 million, over the shortest, fastest and
least costly of the potential routes. Not in-
cluded in this figure are any capital ex-
penses for railcars and locomotives, nor
the local costs of providing stations.

Annual ridership on the route is esti-
mated to be nearly 111,000, if improve-
mentis are made allowing maximum speeds
of 76 mph, based upon two daily round-
{Tips.

‘The annual state operating cost for
the possible routes is in the $6 miilion
range. Quad Cities—Chicago travel times .of
about 3-1/2 hours are possible, and would
be competitive with automobile driving,
dependant on the choice of routes, agree-
ments with host railreads and required in-
frastructure improvements. An exacutive
summary of this report is now-availabie on
the IDOT and Amtrak Web sites.

“Amtrak and the State of Illinois have
seen tremendous growth in passenger rail
ridership since Gov. Rod Blagojevich and
the Legislature increased funding for state
supported routes in 2006,” said IDOT Sec-
retary Milton R. Sees. “These gains indi-
cate there is & significant and growing de-
mand for passenger rail service across the
state, At a time when everyone is becom-
ing more conscious of the need to conserve
fuel, passenger rail moves people effi-
ciently, helps reduce traffic and is good for
our environment.”

“Last year, we held a meeting that
showed us that the Quad Cities are com-
mitted to bringing Amtrak back to the
area,” said Sen. Durbin. “Today, we have a
feagibility study that shows us that adding
rail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago will give businesses and tourisis a
time competitive and convenient alterna-
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tive to driving. Amirak already provides
quick, cost-effective, and reliable "public
ground transportation fo 30 communities
in the state - it’s time to add the Quad Cit-
ies to that list.”

“The first passenger train pulled into
the Quad Cities more than 150 years ago,”
said Congressman Fhil Hare (D-Rock Is-
land). “It's time for if to retum to this
area. in addition to providing an afford-
able methed of transportation between the
Quad Cities and Chicago, our region could
be an important gateway fo Iowa City, Des
Moines and Omaha as we continue to in-
vest in transportation infrastructure.”

Amtrak has never operated scheduled
tfrains to the Quad Cities, which lost its
Rock Island Railroad passenger rail service
in 1978. The feasibility report found the
most promising route between the Quad
Cities and Chicago would be over a portion
of the former Rock Island Railroad now
owned by lowa Interstate Railroad (JAIS)
from the Cuad Cities to a proposed track
connection to the BNSF Raiiway near Wy-
anet, I1..

The cost of restoring the entire former
Raocket/Quad Citian route from Rock Isiand
to Chicago via Joliet, 1L, is nearly quadru-
pie the expense of the proposed IAIS/BNSF
route. It would atiract an estimated 26,500
fewer passengers and use five carriers on a
route estimated to be more than 90 min-
utes longer than the combination of IAIS
and BNSF with Amtrak.

The choice of the JAIS/BNSF route is
also enhanced by taking advantage of re-
cently improved Amtrak stations at Prince-
ton, Meadota and Naperville, IL. Station
stops would be dezermined by IDOT, which
has been working with Quad Cities leaders
and their consultant on the best choice for
a station location in the Moline/Rock Is-

‘land area.

“We look forward to taking the next
step, which would involve negotiations
with host railroads, development of de-
taited capital plans and funding requests,”
sald Alex Kummant, Amtrak President and
CEO. “This is the same procedure we laid
out in the case of last year's Amirak report
on restoring IDOT-supperted service to
Rockford and Dubuque.”

Later this year, in response to a re-
guest from lowa officials, Amtrak will re-
lease a version of this report that considers
the feasibility of extending the western ter-
minus of this route from the Quad Cities to
fowa City. Also this year, Amtrak will ful-
1 the IDOT request for a feasibility report
on providing state-supporied service be-
tween Peoria and Chicago, which also lost
its passenger rail service by the Rock Ts-
land Railread in 1978.

Although there have been general op-
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erationa! discussions and field inspections
with the host freight railroads, the specific
infrastructure improvement proposals,
draft schedules and other railroad-related
comments in this report have not been ne-
gotiated, or agreed to, with the host freight
railroads, and reflect only the findings and
best judgment recommendations of the
study team. Sheuld further progression of
one of the alternative proposals be desired,
detailed discussion and formal negotia-
tions will have to be inifiated with those
raif carriers.

The Quad Cities (Davenport, Moline,
Rock Island, and Bettendorf) are located
along the Mississippl River. Nearly 60% of
its visitors are [fom the Chicago area, With
dozens of miles of scenic riverfront, river
boating, casinos, and thousands of acres
of expansive public spaces, the Quad Cities
area is a major draw from both Iowa and
[linofs. The huge Rock Island Arsenal, one
of the largest military arsenals in the
country and iocated along the river, is
transitioning to become the headquarters
of the United States First Army. [Quap-City
TIMES]

GEORGE D. WARRINGTON, who started
and finished his railroad career working
for the state of New Jersey after a stint as
Amtrak’s sixth president, died at Morris-
town Memotial Hospital on Christmas Eve.
He was 55.

Warrington.  anncunced  retirement
from his post as executive director of New
fersey Transit in [anuary of 2007, leaving
on March 30, “to pursue other opportuni-
ties.” One of those was exploring the pos-
sibility of consulting on the proposed
multi-billiorn dollar renovation of New
York’s Penn Statlon and construction of
new trans-Hudson rail munnels. However,
in April, Warrington was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer.

The Bayonne, Nj, native joined New
Jersey’s department of transportation in
1975 after receiving a masters of pubiic
administration degree from the Maxwell
Graduate School of Citizenship and Public
Affairs at Syracuse University, where he
also graduated with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree. After a stint as assistant to the direc-
tor of commuter services at NJDOT, he be-
came deputy executive director and chief
of staff at New Jersey Transit in 1980, ris-
ing to vice-president/general manager of
NJT rail operations between 1988 and
1990, and then NJDOT's deputy commis-
sioner for the next two years. In 1992, he
became executive director and president of
the Delaware River Port Authority and Port
Authority Transit Corp.

Shorily afier Amtrak president W. Gra-
ham Claytor, Jr., died in late 1993, newly-
installed Amtrak president Tom Downs
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tapped Warrington to become president of
the company's Northeast Corridor business
unit, as a part of Downs' restructuring of
the passenger carrier. The former New Jer-
sey Transif executive was well equipped to
excel in the position, presiding over Am-
trak’'s most visible revenue-producing
Metroliner and NortheastDirect product
lines and becoming familiar with the pro-
curement process and capital investment
necessary to launch what would become
the compaiy’'s Acela Express initiative.

When Downs was forced out in late
1997 in a labor dispute with the Amtrak
board of directors, Warrington was named
acting president, and ascended to the per-
manent position a year later. The new
chief executive de-emphasized Downs’
business units in faver of a more central-
ized approach, insisting that with the
iaunch of the Acela Express and a surging
mail and express business to help intercity
trains, the company was on the “glide path
to self-sufficiency” mandated by Congress
in its 1997 Amtrak reauthorization. How-
ever, the cash flows he had envisioned
failed to materialize, while costs spiraled
out of control.

With Amtrak facing almost certain
bankruptcy sometime in 2002, Warrington
resigned in March of that year after being
hired by New Jersey Gov. James McGreevy
to become executive director of New Jersey
Transit. At his new post, Warrington ran
the agency in a perlod of accelerated
growth foliowing the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, . '

New light-rail lines were cpened serv-
ing Trenton, Newark and the waterfront
commupnities across from New York City. In
addition, NJT ordered new electric locomo-
tives and bi-level commuter cars, added
100 trains and 10,000 seats to the Mon-
day-Friday schedule, in part by assuming
slots once held by New York-—Philadelphia
Amtrak “Clockers,” and proposed Atlantic
City-New York premium express service
which is to start in 2008. [Bob johnston;
Traws NewsWire}

INTRANSIT...

CTA IS FIXING UP... Chicago Transit Au-
thority officers and local officials met re-
cently at the Montrose and Addison Brown
Line stations to mark the re-opening of the
stations following work to lengthen piat-
forms, rebuild the stationhouses and make
the stations accessible.

Two newly-installed elevators are now
in operation, making the stations accessi-
ble to all CTA customers, With the comple-
tion of the renovatiens at Montrose and
Addison, 80 of CTA’s 144 rail stations are
now accessible. In addition to the new ele-
vators, accessible features also include an
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accessible turnstile, tactile platform-
edeing, gap fillers, TTY telephones and
Braille signs.

Other improvemenis to Montrose in-
clude a longer platform to accommodate
eight-car trains, a newly-rebuilt station-
house, wider stairways, additional tun-
stiles, a new platform canopy, customer-
assistant call buttons, an information ki-
osk, heaters, benches, brighter lighting,
windbreaks, and improved station and di-
rectional signs. The Montrose station also
features origingl artwork reflecting the
street names within the community.

The newly-renovated Addison station
reopened en December 3, following 12
months of construction work. With two
new elevators, one for each platform, Addi-
son is now the 80th accessible station out
of CTA’s 144 rail stations. The station also
features an accessible tumstile, tactile
platform-edging, gap fillers, TTY tele-
phones and Braille signs. Also new {c the
station arc two auxiliary exits, one serving
the northbound platform and one serving
the southbound platform.

Other upgrades include wider stair-
ways, additional turnstiles, a new platform
canopy, customer-assistant cail buttons,
an information kiosk, heaters, benches,
brighter lighting, windbreaks and im-
proved station and directional signs. Addi-
son station also features original artwork,
reflecting hand-written box-score symbols
describing the May 14, 1962, game be-
tween the Chicage Cubs and the San Diego
Padres.

To foster a sense of ownership and
identity within each station and the sur-
rounding community, the CTA has part-
nered with the City of Chicago’s Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs to install public
art at all 18 stations included in the Brown
Line capacity-expansion project. The art is
included in the overall project budget.

On the Red Line, both northbound and
southbound slow zones have been elimi-
nated on the subway tracks from Grand to
Clark & Division. Train speeds have in-
creased up to a maximum speed of 55 mph
on that section of track, an improvement
from restricted speeds from 35 mph to as
low as 6 mph on the curve just south of
Clark & Division.

Slow-zone elimination work will con-
tinue in the Red Line subway to eliminate
2.5 miles of slow zones from Clark & Divi-
sion o just north of North & Clybourn, and
just under a mile hetween Lake St. and
Roosevelt Read. Work is currently under
way on the Biue Line from Harlem to Jef-
ferson Park, and southbound on the Red
Line from Wilson to Sheridan.

In September, CTA restored normal
train speeds on the Blue Lire from Damen

Page 5




TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:

a Ride Amtrak's Cardinal from Chicago te White
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, through the
spectacular New River Gorge

s Three days at the famed Greenbrier Resort

= Historic resort tour and cufinary demonstrations

= Rasort enfertainment and movias

s Exciusive discounts at Greenbrier Spa

« Qptional golf on championship courses

= Qptional tour of the underground bunker

A National Historic Landmark in White
Suiphur Springs, West Virginia, The Green-
brict represents 98 years of history with its
clasgsic architecture, exquisite in-
terior design, carefully sculpted
jandscape, impeccable service
ang outstanding amenities.

with an international repu-
tation as “America’s Resort,” The
Greenbrier, in the mountains of
West Virginia, has hosted U.S.
Presidents, heads of state, busi-
ness tycoens and movie stars.

Recently restored to its full
glory, this mountain playground
of the rich and famous is ours to
experience for three days and
two nights. Enjoy spring in Ap-
palachia by exploring the re-
sort’s 6,500 acres, still owned by
{8X Transpottation.

Amenities include a full
health spa (special discounts for
treatments available), three golf
courses, indoor swimming pool,
bowling alley, resort movie thea-
ter, shopping arcades and much more! En-
joy a tour of the historic resort, and culi-
nary demonstrations.

At the height of the Cold War, a mas-
sive underground bunker was built to shei-
ter members of Congress.

Tours of the underground bunker are
available (for an additional fee) In the se-
rene tocation of White Sulphur Springs,
home of the former “U.S. Government Re-
location: Facility,” Originally planned as a
top-secret facility fo accommodate the en-
tire U.S. Congress, the bunker was built at
The Greenbrier at the height of the Cold
War, between 1958 and 1961, Once com-
pleted, it was maintained in 2 state of con-
stant readiness., and updated regularly,
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VACATION WITH THE CENTURY

3

Tues., March 25 - Sat., March 29

until 1992, when THE WASHINGTON POST
published a story exposing it. A phdse-out
began in late 19%5, and tours became
available in December of that year.

Buried 720 feet into the hillside under
the hotel, ceilings and walls of reinforced
concrete three- to five-feet-thick surround
the bunker.

After closing in 2004 for renovations,
the bunker re-opened in August of 2006,
The facility now offers an extensive exhibi-
tlon gallery featuring original artifacts and
photos, plus a seven-mintite video. Docu-
ments, maps and other materials convey
the complexity of the plan to activate the
bunker, and the detailed steps that would
have been necessary had the United States
faced a nuclear threat.

You can also explore the bunker's
400-seat cafeteria and kitchen, 18 dormi-
tories, a clinic and a power plant.

with a focus on hydrotherapy and the
use of mineral-based products, The Green-
brier Spa provides relaxing and therapeutic
treatments. With today's finest products
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and equipment, meticulous attention (o de-
tail, lavish décor, and the hospitality and
service for which the rescrt has always
been noted, the Spa focuses on revitaliza-
tion and relaxation.

One of the few American spas to fol-
tow the European treatment of using
freshly drawn, natural mineral and sul-
phur waters, the Spa's bath facilities in-
clude private tubs, Swiss showers, Scotch
spray, steam, sauna and therapy rooms for
massage and body wraps.

Specially priced spa treatments are
available to you cn this tour. You wili be
able to select a 20— to 30-minute spa treat-
ment from an exclusive spa
men.

Make spa reservations
when you make your trip reser-
vation, with the additienal fee
included in vour final payment,
For detailed descriptions of the
spa packages, which range from
a *“classic manicure” to a’
“Greenbrier Super Soak," phone
Mid-America Tours at 847-439-
5540.

The cost per persen for this
trip to the Greenbrder Resort in-
cludes fres home pick-up and re-
tumn (330 for single), a round-
trip Amtrak coach seat*, and fine
dining at the Greenbrier: two
dinners {jackets and neckties re-
~quired for gentiemen, dressy out-

fits for ladies), two breakfasis
and three afternoon teas.

*A limited number of private sleeping
car rooms are gffered at additional cost, coming and/or
going, and includg meals on board Amtrak’s Cardinal,

Come along and enjoy the histery, lux-
wry and amenities on this fully escorted
tour to the unigue Greenbrier Resort, dur-
ing spring in the Appalachian Mountains!

Make sure we receive the adjacent or-
der form with full payment by Feb. 11!
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1 20th Century
P.C. Bax 476

Wilmette, I 60091-0476
Phone: 312-829-4500

veww. 20thcentury.org

S FULL names of ALL persons in your party (or, if you're rooming with ancther single, name him/her):

o 047-864-1074 The Greenbrier Resort — Trip 08-A

March 25-29

Address

City, State, ZIP Code

NOTICE €

An order form whidh is missing
ANY required informution will
be returned fo you without
being processed, and you will
fose your place in fine.

PHONE (day} {evening)
= REQUIRED so we can contact you quickly with questions and/or ftinerary changes
v Hotel Room preference:  non-smoking _ SMOKING
ACCOMMODATIONS PERSON(S) | PER PERSON | TOTAL COST
Number traveling DOUBLE cccupancy = x $939 =
Number fraveling SINGLE occupancy = x $1,119 =
Number traveling TRIPLE occupancy = x $899 =

¥ NOTE: sleeper rooms hold 1 or 2 passengers — order 1 room for every 2 people

Optional Viewliner roomette going = x $290 =
Optional Viewliner bedroom going = % $442=
Optional Viewdiner roomette refurning = x $290 =
Cptional Viewliner bedroom returning = X $442 =

>> Single person? Add $30 for home pick-up <<

Spa reservation{s) amount(s) =

&% TOTAL DUE by FEBRUARY 11 =

PAYMENT METHOD: __ Check __ Money Order ___ MasterCard ___ VISA
— make check or money order payable to “TCRC'— '

Account No. Expiration Date:

Cardholder's signature X

FOR OFFICE
USE ONLY
4

-SLEEPING CARS-
All meals on board
are included in the
cost of Amtrak

sleeping
accommmodations.

MAIL ORDER TO: Trip 08-A » 20th Century Railroad Club » PO Box 476 » Wilmette, IL 60091-0476
< You will receive your ticket and other information by SAT., MARCH 15

REFUND POLICY: All charters, teurs and excursions (except DIY ¥ips}  20th Century, all payments collected will be refunded. if you choose to
sponsored by the 20th Century Railrcad Club are amanged through a travel  iwithdraw from a trip for which you have made a deposit or fult payment, af or
agency, which in turn is a booking agent for the various travel suppiiers. The cartain porticns of your payment may be nonrefundabie; contact the Club for
Club is not responsible for any persanal injury or sickness, loss of or damage details. 20th Ceniury strongly recemmends the purchase of trip insurance,
to property, delay, inconvenience or other irregularity. If a frip is canceled by which is available through any prefessional travel agent.




to Clark & Lake, following the replacement
of more than 5,000 deteriorated wooden
rail ties with concrete rail ties. Work to
eliminate slow zones from Jefferson Park
to Addison will be completed by the end of
2008. Work has also been completed on
the Red Line from Morse to Loyoia, and on
the Red/Purple/Brown Lines from Armitage
to Diversey.

In 20¢8, CTA is planning more slow-
zone removal work for the Purple, Brown
and Green Lines, ag well as the Loop Ele-
vated. [RAILWAY TRACK & STRUCTURES]

METRA CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD meet-
ing, Friday, Jan. 18... This meeting opened
with a updare on the new Electronic Train
Management System (ETMS) by Joe
Lorenzini, head of Metra’s engineering
dep't, :

This is Phase 1 of a radio-based wire-
less safety-control system, a “safety net”
warning engineers of a pending restrictien.
If no action is taken, ETMS will take over
and stop the train. This is a development
of Wabtec, Inc., (the old Westinghouse Air
Brake Co.) and is currently being tested on
the RI, BNSF and UP districts, and Meatra is
the first commuter line to use his technol-
ogy.

The cost is in direct proportion to the
number of tracks. A single-track operation
is $70 million; a double-track line is ap-
proximately two times more; and the Un-
ion Pacific could expect paying two or
three times more.

Expensive? Yes, but so are accidents
and collateral damage. It's state-of-the-art
in every respect. Before leaving a terminal,
all relevant -information is downloaded,
with CPS working with a geographical da-
tabase with fixed slow orders where
needed, such as curves, weather condi-
tions, work areas, or new track. The ETMS
on-board computer is constantly
downloading information from trackside
transmitters, and receiving information
from a central dispatcher in addition to the
fixed data already stored.

An in-cab compufer screen lets the en-
gineer know what's going to happen. If the
ETMS savs 20 mph, and the engineer
slows to 25 mph, the system activates the
brakes, stopping the train. Again, this
would have prevented the two serlous ac-
cidents on the RI service. This ETMS Prod-
uct Safety Plan has been presented teo the
FRA, and Metra is beginning Phase 1L
[reported by Bill Fried]

“CREATE" PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING... The
Chicago Region Environmental & Trans-
portation Efficiency Program (CREATE)
held a public hearing on Jan. 17 at the An-
tioch Missionary Baptist Church, 415 W.
Englewood Ave. {at 63rd 5t.) in Chicago.
The purpose was to receive input from the
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community, present the proposed project
concerning railroad-track improvements at
&31d & State Streets, and the alternatives
considered. )

The project’s purpose and need, the
project update, and completed studies
since the June, 2007, public meeting were
presented by the construction people, the
railroads involved, and the Chicago fire-
mern/paramedics and police depariments.

The CREATE plan calls for.a new
bridge to take the Metra Rock Island Dis-
trict (RIDY tracks over the existing Norfolk
Southern tracks, instead of existing cross-
overs. There will be five new bridges over
67th St., Wentworth Ave., the Dan Ryan
Expressway, 61st St. and 59th St., plus
viaduct closures at 60th and 66th streets.
The project benefits will reduce delays and
congestion of raflroad operations, improve
reliability of freight and passenger ser-
vices, reduce idling and waiting time, and
improve safety.

Nine rail lines plus Amtrak pass
through here: BNSF, Belt Railway of Chi-
cago, CN, CP, C8¥, IHB, NS, UP and Metra.
The CTA's Red and Green lines intersect
here in this Tax Increment Funding (TIF)
district. Enlarged aerfal maps with all lo-
cations, schools, libraries, businesses,
churches and community buildings were
identified, along with the outlined changes
showing how they fit into the new IDOT-
CREATE project.

No residences or businesses will be
physicaliy changed, but some traffic pat-
terns will be changed. The 60th St. viaduct
at S. La Salle and the 66th St one at 5.
Wentworth will be closed and turned into
cul-de-sac’s. Metra/RI will have a 2% grade
separation at 59th and 66th Sts.
{Lafayette Ave.) respectively. The main
portion of this new bridge will go over the
CTA and the Dan Ryan Expressway (1-57/i-
94), NS/Amtrak tracks, Wentworth Ave.,
and Marquette Ave. {67th St.}). An eleva-
tion map illustrating these changes gave
everyene a good graphic of the future of
Englewood.

Dr. Gerald M. Dew, Pastor, gave the
moving invocation pralse, all connected
with this massive project making Engle-
wood a better place and for the safety of
all workers. TranSystems (Chicago/
Schaumburg, 1L} is the general contracter
on this project; represented by Chuck
Stenzel, Project Manager; Kathy Meyer-
kord, St. Project Engineer; and Grace Dys-
ico, Environmental Leader. Chuck Allen,

Sr., Chicago Manager, Norfolk Southern;

Chicago Fire and Police Public Relations
staff; and George Hardwidge, Metra’s Chief
Transportation Officer, made up the speak-
ing and informaticn group.

Chuck Stenzel spoke of the employ-
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ment opportunities and upgrading the en-
vironmental studies between 5%th to 63th
Streets, the project area. Purpose and need
was clear when Metra has 80 trains a day;
Amtrak, 16; and NS, 50.

Stenzel addressed the system capac-
ity, how this will reduce delays and im-
prove safety and the environunent. Alterna-
tives gvailable are (1) no action means an
outmoded layout becomes worse; (2) a by-
pass route for Metra is too disruptive and
expensive; (35 N5's six tracks over Metra's
two are nof realistic; (4) Metra’s {wo
tracks, with infrastructure in place for a
third later on over the six NS tracks, be-
come the preferred alternate. Stenzel noted
that alt work will be on railroad property,
with the new tracks to the west of the ex-
tsting Metra tracks so there wili be no dis-
ruption of service.

Viaduct closure studies showed no im-
pact on traffic, pedestrians, CTA access,
utlities, schools, parks and police/fire ser-
vices. Drainage issues will be improved
with landscaping, with safety concerns
and eliminating secluded areas fostering
crime and vandalism. Take your photos
now before Project P-1 erases the multiple
grade-level rail crossings (“diamonds”)
forever. A noise and vibration analysis
showed that noise walls were not feasible,
but the use of noise-dampening pads did
the trick. )

The TranSystemns team continued not-
ing only minimal road closings when con-
struction is required; air-quality and dust
control will be less without idling trains

- burning fuel; improved pedestrian ac-

cesses, construction easements and land
acquisition. Sitenzel emphasized that no
permanent property acquisitions and no
residential/business relocations are in the
project schedule. He repeated that all work
wiil be on railroad property.

Chuck Stenzel continued discussing
the vast job opportunities this project cre-

"ates, with an estimated budget of §110

million over 2-plus years. There will be
mandatory open pre-bid meetings with
IDOT, CDOT and a Railroad Development
Comprehensive Program te facilitate rail-
road and comstruction employment. All
CREATE programs are committed to diver-
sity.

In conclusion, Stenzel noted “that get-
ting the approval and continuation of pub-
lic involvement is what makes this a great
success.” [reported by Bill Fried]

MIXED FREIGHT MONTHLY...

CRITICS OF EJ&E PURCHASE.. Canadian
National has been facing a stormm of criti-
cism from communities along the Elgin,
Joliet & Eastern outside Chicago, following
CN's announcement it would purchase the
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railroad to ease congestion in the Chicago
terminal. On Sept. 26, CN and United
States Steel Corp. announced an agree-
ment under which CN will acquire most of
the EJ&E for $300 miilion. CN would spend
another $100 million te upgrade infra-
structure on the EJ&F and would increase
traffic levels, which has raised the ire of
residents. The Surface Transportation
Board, which must bless the merger, has
required CN to file a time-consuming Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement.

On Dec. 20, CN issued a news release
firing back at its critics. E. Hunter Harri-
son, president and CEO of CN, said in the
rejease that it's time that public attention
in the Chicago area refocus on the broad
rail transportation efficiency and environ-
mental benefits of the acquisition. Harri-
son said CN believes local debate may
have been too centered on the potential
adverse impact on some communities
when a broader examination of the bene-
fits for the greater Chicago region is war-
ranted.

According to CN, by dispersing its
trains along the *J” arc on the periphery of
the Chicago metropolitan area, the trans-
action stands to generate broad public in-
terest benefits such as:

Increasing the speed of. commerce
through the region by cutting rail conges-
tion in the inner core of Chicago;

Providing increased transportation
capacity in the Chicago region at a time
when demand for rail transportation is ex-
pected to rise;

Generating significant environmenial
benefits, including improved safety, for
people in the greater Chicago area because
of shorter transit times, resulting in fewer
jocomotive emissions, fewer blocked cross-
ings, and fewer idling trains;

Providing a head start for the Chicago
Region Environmental Transportation Effi-
ciency Program, with CN comnmitting $400
million to create capacity on the Chicago
rail network and removing CN rail opera-
tions from downtown Chicage;and

Making it possible for the City of Chi-
cago to realize its goal of seeing trains va-
cate the St. Charles Air Line more quickly
than under CREATRE’s Central Corridor sce-
nario so that redevelopment pians for the
area may progress, including the siie’s use
in connection with Chicago’s bid for the
2016 Olympic Games.

In January of 2008, CN will start the
next phase of a community outreach pre-
gram, with experts helping it to prioritize
road crossing and other environmental is-
stes with affected communities. The rail-
road is actively supporting the Surface
Transportation Board's environmental re-
view of the transaction. Harrison said,
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“We are ready to work with cemmunities,
and in tum hope for their cooperation to
achieve a timely review of this proposed
transaction.” [TRAINS NewsWwire] -

CN/EJ&E MEETING REPORT... The Surface
Transportation Board (STB) held one of its
seven open meetings concerning the Cana-
dian National Railway’s acguisition of the
Elgin Joliet & Eastern Railroad on Jan. 22
at the Crowne Plaza Chicago Metra Hotel,
733 W. Madison St. These meetings were
held in the major towns along the line
(Waukegan, Mundelein, Barrington, West
Chicago (Turner Jet), Joliet, Matteson,
Gary) to formulate an Environmental Im-
pact Statement (EIS); conducted by HDR
Engineering, Inc. (wwwhdrinc.com), a
company invoived in all aspects of large
STB projects such as this.

The STB is an independent federal
regulatory agency with jurisdiction over
certain surface transportation matters in-
ciuding new rail lines, construction, aban-
donments and mergers. The Section of En-
vironmental Analysis {SEA) is the office
within the Beard responsible for directing
the environmental review process, an inde-
pendent analysis of data, and making rec-
ommendations to the Board. its purpose i3
to provide information before this Board,
describe the environmental review purpese
and process, and gather public comments.

This proposed acquisition includes ali
of the 198 miles of EJ&E track (main line,
yards, spur lines) from northeast Hlinois,
arcing west, south and east {o northwest
Indiana. This includes the major yards:
Kirk, East Joliet and Whiting. This will

give the CN operational flexibility, with a.

comtinuous route around Chicago and
making the steel, chemical and petro-
chemical industries more viable to a North
American suppiy line.

There will be changes over the next
three to four years. Some communities will
see more rail traffic, and scme will see
iess. In addition to the regular traffic, four-
teen locations on the EJ&E line will see an
increase of 15 to 26 trains per day over the
tentative next three years (2011). Included
are the elimination of the Chicago “Air
Line” traffic bottleneck at 16th St.; a de-
crease in rail traffic on CN lines within the
RJ&E are, including withdrawal from the
CREATE Project in the Englewood district;
19 miles of siding and double-tracking;
and new rail connections at Minger, Matte-
son and Joliet, IL, and Ivanhee, Griffith
and Kirk Yard, IN. )

The scope of study of the Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EiS) covers so-
ciceconomics of iand use, safety, energy,
air quality, noise and vibration, biological
and water resources and environmental
justice, concemning impact on historicgl
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and protected areas (wetlands, graveyards,
buildings, etc.). Eleven lasge aerial pliotos,
end-to-end on tables, showed the compiete
EJ&E system with all pertinent informa-
tion, locations, factories and proposed
track additions noted.

The CN will pay $300 millicn for the
E]&E, plus another $1C0 million for the
upgrades on the line (referenced earlier).
The benefits of this cannot be denied,
when currently it can take a train fonger to
go from northern Chicago to southern Chi-
cago than over the 865 miles from Winni-
peg, MB, Canada, to Chicago. Better rail
operations and infrastructure make trains
three times more fuel-efficient, with car-
bon dioxide {CO,) emissions one-third less
than trucks. A single intermodal train can
haul the same freight as 280 semi-trailer
trucks.

Commuter lines will be freed of
freight-train interference on shared lines.
Metra will stili be able to negotiate to use
EI&E property for its new STAR line, or
other commuter usage. Some communities
along current Metra routes have shown
support for this acquisition to go through,
clearing the way for improved Metra sger-
vice, especially when 87.5% of commuters
(mostly in autos) do not come inte Cook
County. CN's withdrawal from the CREATE
Project reduces taxpayer funding, whereas
the towns along the FJ&E will reap the -
benefits from taxes CN will pay.

These CN/EJ&E meetings were infor-
mal, with representatives and attendees
freely mixing and addressing individual
inquiries on a one-on-one basis. Safery
and environment issues were fully ex-
plained. There will be no idling trains
wasting fuel or blocking roads. Any main-
line EJ&E street/road crossings not yet
equipped with gates and warning lights
will have them by 2009. This acquisition is
a win-win for ali of Chicago, the collar
counties — and even Winnipeg. [reported
by Biil Fried)

ERSHIH
EAST TROY RAILROAD TURNS 100.. The
East Troy Railroad, the last surviving piece
of the Milwaukee Eleciric Railway & Light
Co. interurban system, celebrated its 100th
Anniversary on Dec. 13, THE WEEK EXTRA
newspaper reported. To mark the occasion,
exactly 100 years to the hour after the first
cars rofled into East Troy, a sireetcar re-
traced the inaugural train’s maiden voy-
age. There was also a parade and party
with guests including state, county, and
local representatives. Today the railread is
a museum operation that carries about

30,000 visitors a year.
TMER&L, a predecessor company (o
today’'s WE Energles, carried freight and
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passengers between Milwaukee and East
Troy beginning in 1907, m 1939, the
seven-mile stretch between East Troy and
Mukwonago, Wis., was transferred to the
Village of Fast Troy, and rhe village oper-
ated the railroad with its own employees
for freight purposes, bur it remained an
electric railroad,

In 1972, a deal was formed between
the village and the Wisconsin Electric Rail-
way Historical Society and they began pas-
Senger operations that Memorial Day as
the East Troy Trolley Museum. In
1985, the Wisconsin Trolley Mu-
seum took over freight and tourist
operations under the name Eagt
Troy Electric Railroad.

Among the improvements
planred in 2008 and 2009 is the in-
stallation of 6,000 ties, Increasing
the line’s electrical capacity; return-
ing Milwaukee Streercar 846 to op-
erating condition; and grade. cross-
ing upgrades, For more information,
visit <WWW.eastiroyrr.orgs, [TRAINS

NewsWirej

RUNNING OUT OF STEAM? Perhaps within
a few months, Union Pacific Railroad may
evict the City of Portland from the Brook-
lyn Roundhouse, a move that would leave
three steam engines without a home, the
PORILAND TRIBUNE teported. The three

steam engines, owned by the city, are the
Spokane, Portland & Seattle 4-8-4 No.
700, Southern Pacific 4-8-4 No. 4449, and
Oregen Railway & Navigation 4-6-2 No.
187, .
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Union Pacific has leased the Brooklyn
Roundhouse to the city for §1 per month.
However, the railroad wants to expand its
yard onto the territory now occupied by
the roundhouse. The Oregon Rail Heritage
Foundation has been searching for a new
location for the engines, but they've yet to
locate one.

“We hope we won't have to store eve.

ything out in the open, where the ele-
ments and vandals can get to them,” said
Doyle McCormack, president of the founda-
tion,
The group would like to find a loca-
tion that could serve as a museum
in addition to housing the engines,
[TRaINS NewsWire] ## #

Now hers is a photo of 3 genuine diner/lounge! If
was built by the Pullman Co. in the Jate 1950s,
This is & much more sensibla layout than what
Amtrak is doing currently,

Fhota from  Simmans-Boardman Publishing
Collection of the 20th Century Raflroad Club,
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HONOR ROLL.. Presidential Club {($200):
John Kraeger; Chatles Phillips. Ceniury
Club ($125): Kim Fischer; Michael Xelly;
Steve Laffey; Tom Leach; George & Doro-
thy Strombeck; Irv Tizhnybik. Congributing
{($75): Curtis Larson, Austin Larson; Wil-
Ham, Renate & Katherine Lyman; Rowiand
Smith; Laverne Trappe. And Life Member
Roger Koenig contributed another $125!

Thanks very much to all of the above
for their wonderful generosity!

THE WORLD'S 25 TOP TRAINS... What does
Furope's very dignified grande dame, the
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, .share in
common with India's wheezing, narrow-
gauge geezer, the 100-year-old steam Toy
Train? They're both members of a select
group; namely, "The World's Top 25
Trains," as determined by The Society of
International Railway Travelers®. An or-
ganization of travelers who love the com-
fort and romance of great trains, the Soci-
ety celebrates its 25th year in 2008,

Some on the list are over-the-top iux-
ury, such as the all-first-class Golden Eu-
gle Trans-Siberian Express, Rovos Rail's
Pride of Af¥ica and India's Deccan Odyssey.
Others offer the most stylish and comfort-
able way to see less-developed regions,
such the world's newest private train, the
Dbanube Express, which offers week-long,
rail-based ‘"cruises" through C(enitral

p—
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“He did
on the raiiroad tracks.”
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stop, look and listen—right

Rurope.

Per-person prices for these mostly pri-
vale-train tours range from $2,895 for a
week in Mexico's Copper Canyon aboard
the Sierra Madre Express to $26,500 for a
16-day Vancouver-Montreal excursion
aboard the exclusive Royal Canadian Pa-
cific, which hosted the likes of Sir Winston
Churchill, King George Vi, Queen Elizabeth
— and Bill Gates.

Foilowing, in geographical order, are
the winning trains and principal countries
or areas of operation.

North America: 1) Canadian (Canada);
2) Royad Canadian Pacific (Canaday; 3) Ca-
nadian Rockies Steam Express (Canada);
4) Rocky Mountaineer (Canada); 5) Grand-
Luxe Express (US); 6) Sierra Madre Express
(Mexico).

South America: 7) Andean Explorer
(Peri); 8) Hiram Bingham (Peru).

Africa: 9) Blue Train (South Africay;
10} Pride of Africa (Rovos Rail; South Af-
rica}

Asia/Indian Subcontinent: 11) Palace
on Wheels (India); 12) Fastern & Oriental
Express (SE Asia), 13) Shangrila Express
{China/Tibet); 14) Tgy Train {India); 15)
Deccan Cdyssey (India).

Europe: 16} Danube Express (Central
Europe, Turkey); 17) A/ Andalus Fxpress
(Spain); 18) E! Transcantabrico (Spain);

19) Golden Eagle Trans-
Siberian Express (Russia);

20y Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express  (Europe);
21y  Glacier Express

(Switzerland); 22y Roval
Scotsman (Scotiand).

21 "Down Under:" 23)

- Ghan (Australia); 24) In-
dian  Pacific (Australia);
25) Sunlander (Australia)
“The Wworld's Top
25 Trains are based on
our cwn ecxperience and
that of our writers, edi-
tors, members and staff,”
said Eleanor Hardy, Soci-
ety president. The selec-
tiens were announced in a
Special Edition of The In-
ternational Railway Trav-
eler® magazine, “The IRT
Society's Best-Loved Rail-
way lourneys — 2008.”
“The trains met stringent
standards for service, ac-
commodation, scenery,
itinerary, off-train experi-
ences and passenger en-
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joyment. Trains cannot pay to be included
in this book: we choose them," Hardy said.

The IRT Special Edition includes com-
plete descriptions of each of the Top 25
trains: their compartments and public
spaces, equipment used and preferred
routes. The cover price is $35, but the pub-
lication is available free of charge through
April 30 for inquiries made directly to the
IRT Society office.

The Society is a membership organiza-
tion whose benefits inciude an annual sup-
scription to The Intemational Raflway
Traveler. Regular annual U.S. membership
dues are $85 ($95 for Canada; $103 else-
where).

To jein, contact The Society of Inter-
national Railway Travelers®, 2010 Edge-
land Ave., Suite 100; Louisville, KY 40204,
Telephone (502} 454-0277 or (800) 478-
4881; fax {502y 458-2250, email
<tourdesk@irtsociety.com>. The web site
is <www.irtsociety.com>.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE... Bob Gross,
another one of our most valuable Club
members, died suddenly on Jan. 3 at age
74. Bob worked for two years for the Belt
Railway of Chicago, and then for 40 years -
as a ticket agent for United Air Lines.

And for many years, he worked as a
volunteer for 20th Century, both in our of-
fice (when we had the Skybox for Railfans)
and as an exceptional car host, especially
in the privately ownéd railcars added to
our chartered Amtrak trains, Bob also was
on our board of directors for several years,
mostly as the secretary.

As a professional ticket agent, Bob
Gross was very valuable to us in our office,
properly processing ticket orders for char-
ter trains and group trips, filiing requests
for literature, and doing all kinds of odds
and ends. And, of course, he handled
phone calls very well, too.

As a bonus, he had a superb sense of
humor, which made him very pleasant to
work with for all of his colleagues. Oh, yes
- we definitely miss Bob Gross!

Page 11




The Fast Mait is the official newsletiar of the 20th
Century Railroad Club, and is publishad mosthly for
its membears. Family membership dues are $40
per year —— for an application, phone the Cluk at
(312) 829-4500. We invite you o contribute
news items, articles and photos! Please matl thess
to: Newsletter Editor; 20th Century Railroad Clsb;
PO Box 476; Wilmetie, IL 60091-0£74,

The 20th Century Railroad Club is a membar of the
American Association of Privaie Railroad Car
(Owners Inc. {ABPRCO), and the Railread Passenger
Car Alliance (RPCAL.

— STAFF—

Editor & Typographer- Stan Brandt

Correspondants: Frad Ash, Bill Fried,
Howard Mitler, Fred Olk, Gens Poon

—BOARD of DIRECTORS —
Chairman of the Board: Fred Ghurs, direcior £'08)
President: John Muelier ('08)

Executive Yice-President: Gary Hunter (09)
Treasurer: Mike Garvey {'09)
Secratary: Fred Clk ('08)

Directors at Largs: Jim Baumbich {'09), Claudia
Brandt ('08), Craig Kopstain (°09), Nona Sidlo (09)

— www.20thcentury.org —

¢ Wilmetts, IL 60091-0476

For the latest information on railrcad-club programs,
visit <www.railcc.org/Eventa.html>

F6D. 8 Railway & Locomotive Historical Society maeting — 7:00p, 77 W. Washington
- Blvd {Chicaze Temple, 3rd #Hoor), Chicago. Program: “to be announced.”
Admission: free. <www.nrsociety.arg>

Feb 8. Chicago Ch./NRHS meeting — 8&:00p, Lincoln Center, 935 Manie Ave., Downsrs
Grove {2 blocks south of Metra/BNSF siation). Program: “to be announced.”
Admission: free. <www.chicagonrhs.com>

Feb. 13 ... 20th Century Railroad Club meeting — 7.00p, Eleciricians Usion Hail, 500 W.
Washington Blvd, Chicago. Program: Member Lairy Bloom racently donated slides
showing “rail frips from Washington, DC, ir the 1960s, a Parke Coundy (Indiana)
Bridge Fest in 1968, Mexico in 1965, and other #ems.” Stan Brandt will show
slides of an AAPRCO "private vamish” convention in Milwaukes in 1986 and an-
other in Pittsburgh in 1987, The door opens at 6:30n. Non-member adrission: $3.

feb. 15.......... Railroad Clud of Chicago mesting — 7:30p, 77 W. Washingtor Blvd {Chicago
Temple, 3rd floor), Chicago. Program: “to be announced.” $3 donation recuested
from non-members, <www.railce.org>

Feh.22...... Central Electric Railfans Association mesting — 7:00p; University Center, 525 S.
State St, Znd floor, Chicago. Program: “to be anmounced.” Admission: free.
<www.cera-chicago.ore>,
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