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From: Michael Ritz

To: Tabachnick, Alan; Christopher Albanese

Cc: Wayland, Joshua

Subject: RE: Harsimus Branch & Embankment Property
Date: Friday, January 29, 2021 6:23:38 PM
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Alan, Joshua,

Thank you again for your time and insights last week. Chris and | also appreciate and look forward to
our scheduled discussion toward the of next month.

As discussed, we are following up with presentation materials and the attached memo to help clarify
our proposed Project along the Embankment. Please feel free to share with any of your colleagues
as well as any of the other agencies that you are collaborating with.

The attached memo is meant to specifically describe the Embankment Project with respect to
preservation of the existing Embankment stone walls. | know from the public meetings there was a
lot of misinformation and confusion around potential demolition of the stone walls. Demolition was
NEVER contemplated. In addition, the below hyperlink is a copy of the presentation that we along
with our Architect (Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects) and Landscape Architect (Hargreaves Associates)
gave to SHPO and STB in Trenton in January 2020. It is a large file that will not transmit as an
attachment, so please view through the below hyperlink.

SHPO Presentation 01-26-20.pdf

Thank you again, and please call anytime with questions or requests for additional information.

Have a nice weekend.

MR

Michael A. Ritz
917.583.2418
mar@albaneseorg.com

From: Tabachnick, Alan <alan.tabachnick@stb.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 22, 2021 12:13 PM

To: Christopher Albanese <cva@albaneseorg.com>

Cc: Michael Ritz <mar@albaneseorg.com>; Wayland, Joshua <Joshua.Wayland@stb.gov>
Subject: RE: Harsimus Branch & Embankment Property

Hi Chris. Can we do the 3:30 call as a Teams meeting? | asked Josh Wayland to join us and it would
be easier if | could just send out a Teams invite and then we can all call in to that number? Let me
know and | can send out the invite. Thanks.


mailto:mar@albaneseorg.com
mailto:Alan.Tabachnick@STB.GOV
mailto:cva@albaneseorg.com
mailto:Joshua.Wayland@stb.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/b-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falbaneseorg.sharepoint.com%2F%3Ab%3A%2Fg%2FEmbankment%2FEb3M9mpXVANOjQfEZh22TOEBjtmsA1xn5RDTI3-qyBJYEw%3Fe%3DMZtkng&data=04%7C01%7Calan.tabachnick%40stb.gov%7C43b9e79462354c2ed97408d8c4ace5b7%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C637475594171130084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=96zDjUFbi%2BkOrn3xQpPFILdM4o5Utdcn%2B254zItiVww%3D&reserved=0
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Preservation of the Embankment Blocks

For the avoidance of any potential miscommunication, misunderstanding or misinformation
regarding the intended preservation of the Embankment Blocks, the below bullet points are
intended to clearly detail a block-by-block summary of the Project as proposed by The Albanese
Development Corp. (“Developer”) in direct concert with The City of Jersey City (“City”) and the
Embankment Preservation Coalition (“Embankment Coalition™). Furthermore, all of the below
redevelopment and preservation components will be memorialized in a Jersey City Zoning
Ordinance through a Redevelopment Plan and Redevelopment Agreement.

For the purposes of this memo, we are only focusing on Blocks 1 — 6, which are the only
Embankment Blocks that are elevated above the street level with stone walls. For an aerial map
identifying Blocks 1 — 6, please see Exhibit A herein.

e Blocks?2,3,4,5,6.

o

o O O O O

100% Preservation of exiting stone walls.

NO demolition of existing stone walls.

Will be donated fee-simple to the City.

Will be zoned only for public park, trail, and potential light rail/trolley use.

Will most likely be held in a Conservation Trust.

The top portion of these Blocks will be remediated and landscaped into a public
park with walking paths and interconnected by pedestrian bridges.

e Block1.

o

Developer will own Block 1 fee simple, and will construction 875 market-rate
residential units with parking.

Developer will grant 30° wide easement on the northern portion of the block to the
City for a public park, trail, and potential light rail / trolley.

Currently, the stone walls are intact on the western portion of the block and either
never existed or have eroded toward the center and eastern portion of the block.
Developer will preserve the stone walls on the western side of the block, including
a wrap around portion on the north and south side. The western preservation will
allow for a building service entrance.

Other stones from the eastern and center portion of the Block will be saved to be
re-used in other portions of the Project.





e Developer Contribution.

o The Developer will design, construct, and privately fund the following as part of
the Project:

Dated: January 2021

Remediate and fully construct and landscape the public park and trail on all
of Block 2, totaling approximately 40,000 sf.
Design and construct a public, pedestrian bridge connecting Block 2 and
Block 1.
Design and construct the entire 30° public right of way on the northern
portion of Block 1.
This northern portion on Block 1 will include:

e pedestrian walking paths,

e potential to add light rail / trolley,

o full landscaping and benches,

e grand staircase with access for bicycles,

e 2 ADA public bathrooms, and

e 1 ADA elevator with access from the street level to the Embankment

Park level.

Developer will also commit to cleaning, stocking, repairing and maintaining
the two public bathrooms.





Exhibit A
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Alan Tahachnick

Historic Preservation Specialist
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surfice Transportation Board
29 £ Street SW

Washington, DC 20423

Office; 202-245-0367

Cell: 215-570-357Y

From: Christopher Albanese <cva@albaneseorg.com>

Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 4:41 PM

To: Christopher Albanese; Tabachnick, Alan

Cc: Michael Ritz

Subject: Harsimus Branch & Embankment Property

When: Friday, January 22, 2021 3:30 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Chris call Alan at 215-370-3579

***External Email***

This email originated outside of the company, please do not click any links or
attachments, unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


mailto:cva@albaneseorg.com

A ALBANESE

ORGANIZATION, INC.

Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects

HargreavesJones
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EMBANKMENT PRESERVATION COALITION, DRAFT - MARCH 4, 2019

HARSIMUS BRANCH CONNECTIVITY

(Lseery smre aex )

SKETCH: SEAN A, GALLAGHER
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EMBANKMENT PRESERVATION COALITION, DRAFT - MARCH 4, 2019
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EMBANKMENT PRESERVATION COALITION, DRAFT - MARCH 4, 2019

HARSIMUS BRANCH DESIGN INTENT.

[ STerrg STolE |

SKETCH: SEAN A. GALLAGHER
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EMBANKMENT PRESERVATION COALITION, DRAFT - MARCH 4, 2019

LAND BRIDGE MEADOW FOREST

» TEPPING STONE LANDSCAPE" "ACTIVE LANDSCAPE" "PASSIVE LANDSCAPE"

BLOCKS 1 &7 BLOCK 2 & 6 BLOCKS 3, 4, &5
IESERVE & RESTORE HISTORIC STANCHIONS 1. PRESERVE & RESTORE HISTORIC WALLS 1. PRESERVE & RESTORE HISTORIC WALLS
INSTRUCT BRIDGE STRUCTURE 2. ADD RESIDENTIAL GRADE SOIL CAP 5> CONSERVE ORIGINAL FOREST
JNSTRUCT ACTIVE & PASSIVE LANDSCAPE 3. CONSTRUCT ACTIVE LANDSCAPE 3. CONSTRUCT "LIGHT TOUCH" TRAIL
REATE STEPPING STONE HABITAT 4. CREATE STEPPING STONE HABITAT 4. STUDY URBAN FOREST ECOSYSTEM

SKETCH: SEAN A. GALLAGHER
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UNDER SIDEWALK

EXISTING
EMBANKMENT WALL

PARKING:

GROUND FLOOR
8 ADA SPACES

106 SPACES
BASEMENT:
212 SPACES
FLOOR PLAN oAl
BASEMENT 326 SPACES

SIXTH STREET EMBANKMENT
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PARKING:

FLOOR PLAN
GROUND FLOOR

GROUND LEVEL 8 ADA SPACES

106 SPACES
BASEMENT:

212 SPACES
TOTAL:

326 SPACES
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