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THOMAS E McCFARLAND, PC.
208 SouTH LASALLE STREET - Sulte 1890
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEFHONE (312) 236-0204

Fax (312) 201-9695 92 //j_aj_-

mcfarland@aol com
THoMAS F MCEARLAND

December 28, 2007

By UPS overnight mail
{(Monday delivery)

Vernon A Williams, Secrctary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W, Suite 1149
Washington, DC 20024

Re Docket No AB-471X, South Kansas and Okluhoma Ratlroud, Inc --
Abandonment Exemption -- in Sumner Countv, KS

Dear Mr Williams

Enclosed please find an onginal and 10 copies of Petition For Issuance Of A Notice Of
Intenim Trail Use, for filing with the Board 1n the above referenced matter

Also cnclosed 1s a check 1n the amount of $200 for the filing fee

e.sﬁ"ﬁa‘w Very truly yours,
Reo”
o“\go ".;I‘ L“““ ‘/ A MC_C l MV‘-’&
3&'\‘\ CW
o o8
9\;\%“ Thomas F McFarland

Attorney for Petitioner
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

SOUTH KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA
RAILROAD. INC -- ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION -- IN SUMNER COUNTY,
KS

DOCKET NO AB-471X

N Vo Nt Vs’

PETITION FOR ISSUANCE OF A
NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE

FEE B7C RIVED

DEC § 1 2007

SURY.-CE
TRANSPORTA .JON BOARD

DATE FILED Dccember 31, 2007

SUNFLOWER RECREATIONAL TRAILS, INC
LARRY ROSS, President

P O Box 3863, F
Topcka, KS 66604-65863

Pentioner F
1 r /
s ” s C3 T 200,
.;.! mNSPOgﬁ%gE ; J’ )
N B
THOMAS F McFARLAND O4Rp
THOMAS F. McTARLAND, P C
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890 J'

Chicago, IL 60604-1112

(312) 236-0204

(312) 201-9695 (fax) s
mcfarland@aol com

Attorney for Petitioner




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

SOUTH KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA
RAILROAD, INC -- ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION -- IN SUMNER COUNTY,
KS

DOCKET NO AB-471X

b Vo S

PETITION FOR ISSUANCE OF A
NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE

Pursuantto 49 CF R § 1152 29(a), SUNFLOWER RECREATIONAL TRAILS, INC
(SRT). a qualified private organization, hereby respectfully petitions for 1ssuance of a Notuice of
Intennm Trail Use (NITU) providing for a 180-day period for SRT to negotiate with SOUTH
KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA RAILROAD, INC (SKOL) for railbanking and intcrim
rcercational trail use of the nght-of-way between Milepost 257 2 at Oxford and Milepost 266 4
near Wellington, in Summner County, KS

In a decision 1ssued on November 13, 2007, the Board vacated an NITU for that nght-of-
way that had been 1ssued to American Trails Association (ATA) on Apnl 1, 1997 SRT
understands that SKOL has not consummated abandonment of the involved right-of-way, and 1s
agreeable to negotiating with SRT for railbanking and interim trail use

The following arc mcluded in a Statement of Willingness to Assume Financial

Responsibility, attached to this Petition as Appendix 1



(1)  amap depicting the nght-of-way proposcd to be acquired,

(2)  astatement of SRT’s willingncess to assume responsibility for (a) managing the
nght-of-way, (b) any legal liability anising out of use of thc night-of-way, and
(c) payment of all taxes assessed against the right-of-way, and

(3)  an acknowlcdgment that intenim trail use 1s subject to the user’s continuing to
mect 1ts responsibilities 1dentified above, and to possible reconstruction and
reactivation of the right-of-way for rail service

WHEREFORE, the Board should 1ssue the requested NITU

Respectfully submaitted,

SUNFLOWER RECREATIONAL TRAILS, INC
LARRY ROSS, President

P O Box 3863

Topcka, KS 66604-6863

Petitioner

’I’wa F. Mc ?M

By THOMASF McFARLAND
THOMAS F McFARLAND,PC
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890
Chicago, IL 60604-1112
(312) 236-0204
(312) 201-9695 (fax)
mctarland@aol com

Atiorney for Petuioner

DATE FILED December 31, 2007



Dockel No AB-471X
APPENDIX |

Statement of Willingncss
To Assume Financial Responsibility

In order to establish interim tra1l use and rail banking under 16 U S C § 1247(d) and 49
CFR § 114229, Sunflower Recreational Trails, Inc (SRT), 1s willing to assume full
responsibility for management of, for any legal hability ansing out of the transfer or usc of
(unless the user 1s immune [rom liability, in which case 1t need only indemmly the railroad
aganst any potential hiability), and for the payment ol any and all taxcs that may be levied or
assesscd against the right-of-way owned and operated by South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad,
Inc (SKOL) The property extends from railroad Milepost No 257 2 at Oxford and Milepost
266 4 near Wellington, a distance of 9 2 mules in Sumner County, KS The night-of-way 1s parl
of a line of railroad proposed lor abandonment 1n Docket No STB AB-471X)

A map of the property depicting the right-of-way 1s attached

SRT acknowledges that usc of the nght-of-way 1s subject to the user’s conunumg to mect
its 1esponsibilinies described above and subject to possible future reconstruction and reactivation
ol the nght-ol-way for rail service A copy of this statement 1s being served on the railroad on

the same date 1t 1s being scrved on the Board

/rlqw\o ¢ Mk "/\A’""""S\

Thomas F McFarland
Attorney for Petitioner
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that on December 31, 2007, T served the foregoing document, Petition
For [ssuance O A Notice Ol Interim Trail Usc, on Karl Morcll, Esq , Ball Jamk, LLP, 1455 F

Street, N W, Suite 225, Washington, DC 20005, by first-class, U S mail, postage prepaid

’(M C \’U\C. CM

Thomas F McFarland




