Ms. Anne K. Quinlan, Esq.

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423

RE:  Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Secretary Quinlan:

As a 15 year rail road veteran, and most of that spent in Customer Service, train reporting, I understand how moving traffic efficiently and timely has a great impact on the city of  Chicago, the state of Illinois as well as the infrastructure of North America.  We can save transit time through the Chicago gateway, better velocity and interchange points with other class 1 railroads in the U.S.   This sale needs to be approved, it is the right thing to do.   

CN’s attempt to buy the Elgin, Joliet and East railroad must be supported, and quickly.   I have media information available to me and see how local, extremely affluent communities are attempting to have the world serve their communities, when the country should be far more concerned with how this nation can better compete not only domestically, but more importantly, internationally.

The EJ&E line is a current railroad today.  It only carries a portion of what it can carry today, and absolutely cries out for a better use of its capacity.  My employer proposes to do just that, with its own funds, and even in the area where I concentrate my professional duties, the benefits of their being able to do so will reach here. It seems to me that you are facing a unique opportunity to do long range good for the entire economy by allowing a more efficient use of an existing railroad by completing your environmental work as expeditiously as possible.   

Not all of us are blessed with a huge amount of affluence, and even if we were, I would like to feel that we would not be short-sighted as to blindly oppose something that this country desperately needs, which is an improved system for moving the things we need across the nation and the world.

Your timely approval of CN’s purchase of the EJ&E is a good start toward improving services to all of the customers on our tracks, no matter where they send their things to or get them.  Please approve this transaction quickly.  

Thanks you,

Allen Sturdy

Manager Customer Service

North Division, US Region

CN
