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FAIRMOUNT MENERALS, LT, | Setouiinonacser - weiess s

Thomas A. Milropouios
Vine Presidant « Trofie

February 28, 2000

Mr. Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
Office of the Sceretary

Case Control Usit

Atui: 3TB Ex Parte No. 582

1925 K Sweet, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423.000]

Dear Siry

My name is Thomas A, Mitropouios. I am Vice President of Transportation for Fairmnovnt Minerals, Ltd
And kave held my position for 40 years. Fairmount Minerals is enigaged in the production ¢f industrial
minerals, sands, =nd slag with operating plants in Deaver, CO, Wedren, 1L, Troy Grove, IL, Serena, 1L,
Coffeer, IL, Baldwin, TL, Harvey, LA, Bridgman, M}, Wexfard, M1, Richmond Dale, OH, Charden, OH,
Portland, OR, Rofl, OK, Copper Hill, TN, Qalveston, TX, snd Mziden Rock, W1 The industial sand
plants of Fuirmount Minerals have been engaged in the production. and shipments of largo percentages of
industrial sands throughout the United States. We bave been in business for well over one hundred years.
Each and every location being a major user of vail service in the United Sates, Canada, and Mexico.

Cur company controls the routing and assumes responsibility for payment of freight charges in most cases.
As many compaaics in the magufactuning sepmenr, we depend on rail transportation 1o keep freight costs
down to remain competitive into the areas we serve. The purpose of this Jetter is to comument on the issues
10 be discussed on March 8%, 2000 in Ex Parts 582,

We encourage the Surface Transpertation Board to focus on whethar the purposed CN-BNSF combigation
is good for shippen, not on potential downstreawn effects. Tt should be fudged on its merits 25 past mergers
were evaluated, Qur mein concern of course is service. [ understand that CN and BNSF have commitied to
onsure that service levels do not suffer after the combination. Accordingly the Surface Transportation
Board should focus on their ability to deliver service,

We urga the board to require BNSF and CN to adlere to this reprenentation and to take al! action neccssary
10 avoid scrvice disruptions and faitures.

Respectively,
FAIRMOUNT MINERALS, LTD.
Thomas A, Mixopoulos
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