February 15, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington DC 20423

Attention Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:

I am deeply concerned by the prospect of Canadian National Railway acquiring the EJ&E. When we purchased our home in 1998, we researched the tracks that run in front of our property and learned that the EJ&E ran freight trains 2 or 3 trains a day.  Also, we learned that a commuter train was in consideration for the tracks.  After a lot of consideration, we decided to purchase based on the location, the surrounding forest preserve, and the park behind our house.  Throughout the years, we have seen train traffic increase from 2-3 a day to 5-6 a day, however, our neighborhood has remained relatively tranquil and the access to the park and the forest preserve makes it almost feel like living in the country.  Today the largest annoyances with the train have been the occasional whistle blow to clear deer off the tracks and many mornings the train stops in front of our house and backs up on the siding north of Shoe Factory Road.  Of course, anytime the train stops and changes directions it makes a rather loud bang.  While we have coexisted nicely with the EJ&E over the past ten years the proposed acquisition by The Canadian National Railway would entirely change the landscape of our neighborhood and community.

Increasing train traffic to 20-25 trains per day as CN has suggested would impact our community in four major ways: 

Safety is a huge concern for me being the parent of two boys ages 2 and 5.  As our boys get older I worry about them being so close to the tracks without any safety barriers.  Not only are there no barriers between our front yard and the tracks, there is also not a barrier between Cannon Crossings Park and the tracks.  The thought of a train every hour or more seems really scary.  An additional safety concern for me is the amount of hazardous cargo that CN trains will haul.  While hazardous cargo is transported on the EJ&E today, I have heard staggering statistics regarding the amount of hazardous materials that will move on the tracks with Canadian National.  As I am sure you are aware, increased train traffic and increased handling of hazardous materials exponentially increases the risk of a serious accident.  

As I researched the proposed acquisition, I’ve also learned about potential issues with traffic patterns throughout the Northwest suburbs.  Particularly concerning for our family is my wife’s commute daily to work in Round Lake.  Today her commute has grown to a minimum of 45 minutes each way.  The additional freight traffic on the EJ&E tracks would significantly impact her drive since she crosses the tracks multiple times and travels through the town of Barrington.    

Today we are able to ride our bikes through Cannons Crossing Park to Shoe Factory Road and cross the tracks at the crossing to access the bike path through the forest preserve.  In addition to biking in the forest preserve, we also cross the tracks to enjoy hiking on the many trails.  The increase in train volume would impede our family’s access to the recreation we enjoy today.

I am also concerned about the effect the acquisition will have on our property value.  There are numerous studies that have been done showing a negative effect on property values as train volumes increase.  Perhaps the best testament though is that my wife and I would have never considered purchasing this property if we knew there would be 20-25 freight trains per day.  The peace and tranquility that we enjoy surrounded by the park, forest preserve and nature will be gone and that is perhaps the greatest feature of our property.  

I realize that we are just one family on the tracks and in the grand scheme of things a pretty small concern.  However, as I have attended community meetings and studied the situation, I have realized how detrimental this acquisition would be to the entire North and Northwest suburbs (I honestly have not reviewed much on the effects South of us nor am familiar with how the situation impacts that area.)  The CN train traffic would entirely change the face of our communities, challenge our already stressed highway infrastructure, and create numerous safety concerns.   I hope that as you do your research you will conclude as I have that our communities need to be protected from the Canadian National acquisition of the EJ&E!  Thank you.

Sincerely, 

Jeff Davis

1510 Pheasant Trail Court

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192

847-488-1550

