
Phillis Johnson-Ball
STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S . W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE:

	

CN - EJ&E Acquisition; Docket No. 35087

To Whom It Concerns:

I am writing to request your support and approval of the CN - EJ&E Acquisition. Living in a
Chicago inner-ring suburb, I urge you to allow the acquisition to proceed in order to lesson the
traffic on Chicago's urban core, and to more equitably distribute the burden of freight traffic .

As you know, the Chicago rail network was in place long before the Chicago Metropolitan area
reached the growth of today . The movement of trains at switching stations and thru the city has
slowed. In Oak Park, I live just over a block from the Eisenhower Expressway CN tracks . We
often have trains idling for nearly a day, which vibrates our house and emits a diesel-like smell .
As a child, growing up kiddy-corner from where I currently live, I know for a fact that trains did
not idle on the tracks to the extent that they currently do . The new train track rights would allow
the traffic to proceed at a smoother and quicker pace, assisting the freight companies, as well as the
city and inner-ring communities .

Although I understand the railroads and city of Chicago could not have foreseen the population
growth of the outer suburbs, the fact of the matter is that persons living in these outer suburbs
benefit from freight movement thru the city and thru the inner-ring suburbs . These outer suburbs
should share an increased proportion of the burden for such traffic . Residents of Cook County are
currently subsidizing their interests . There should be a more equitable distribution of the adverse
impacts of freight traffic . Even with the acquisition, outlying suburbs will be far below the burden
placed on inner urban communities ; the outlying communities' perceived increase is not that
dramatic .

Lastly, the extremely populated city and inner suburbs are currently exposed to hazardous materials
being carried by these freight carriers . Shifting the routes to a less populated area (although still
populated) is a safer plan in this time of increased terrorism .

In summary, please allow this CN - EJ&E Acquisition for 3 main reasons : 1) Improved fluidity of
intermodal and other CN traffic that moves into, from and through Chicago ; 2) Shared burden of
freight rail traffic is only fair ; they share in the benefit of freight transport and shouldn't demand
that the burden be put only on the inner-ring suburbs ; 3) Shifting hazardous material freight traffic
to less populated areas decreases the risk of accidents or terrorism in a highly-populated area .
Thank you .

Sincerely,

14012
Karen Baldwin
946 Wenonah Ave .
Oak Park, I L 60304
708-524-9291

September 14, 2008
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