
										May 13, 2016
Dear Mr. Navecky	

	I am writing in response to the proposed Great Lakes Basin Railroad Line that is routed to go from Wisconsin to LaPorte Indiana.  I am writing about the stretch of the railway that is going through Lake and Porter County Indiana.  My property is located just to the west of where the railroad is proposed at the intersection of Clay Street and 165th Street in Hebron, Indiana.   I am aware of and concerned about the many environmental impacts it will have on the future of farming and wildlife in our area, but today I am writing to inform you of the severe impact it will have on road transportation throughout our area.  My greatest concern is the impact it is going to have for my own children, as well as all the other children in our area who already endure a 50-55 minute bus ride to school and an hour and 20 minute ride home on a daily basis.  I have four children who attend Three Creeks Elementary School in Lowell Indiana.  The bus picks my children up at 7:01am and arrives at the school at approximately 7:50-7:55am.  My children are the LAST students to be picked up on this route so as you can imagine other students have a much longer bus ride than my own kids in the morning.  My children board the bus at 2:20pm at the end of the day, but do not arrive at our bus stop until 3:40pm.  This is a VERY long time for anyone, let alone small children to be on a bus.  The proposed route will add even more time to their transportation time to and from school.  There are several train tracks our bus will have to cross to get my children safely to and from school if this railroad is built at the proposed location.  Not only will the bus have to stop at each and every crossing as a safety measure, but it will also have to frequently stop for trains passing several times each day both to and from school.  This could lead to extra travel time each day for my children as well as all the other children in our area, doing exactly what each and every child in America is required to do.  There are no alternatives for transportation.  I just don’t see how this railroad will benefit any of the children in our area.  It will have a huge negative impact on their education.
	This leads me to my next concern which is that emergency personal will have an increased response time in case of an emergency.  Although longer response times are to be expected in rural areas, the response times for both police officers, as well as the fire department, will increase drastically if this proposed railroad follows the proposed route.  I was one of the first people on the scene of an accident a few years back and as I stood in the middle of the road comforting a hysterical teenager whose unconscious friend’s body lay on the pavement in the middle of the road, it took an officer over 10 minutes to respond and an additional 5 minutes before an ambulance arrived. If the proposed route goes through, I can only anticipate this time will increase significantly.  Many lives could be lost due to this increase.  I fear if one of our buses were to ever get into an accident, our children’s health and well-being is in jeopardy. As I was driving down Clay Street yesterday, envisioning what it would be like if the railroad were parallel to Clay Street as it is proposed, it made me wonder how many people would be killed trying to drive faster than the train.  The train track will be just a few hundred feet off the road and with trains going directly next to the road; undoubtedly there will be teenagers and young adults who will be trying to race the train.  With expected speeds of 70 miles per hour in that area, it will be a very dangerous situation.  I implore you to consider changing the stretch of railway from Rt. 2 in Hebron, IN North along Clay Street to 165th Ave.  This will be a very dangerous stretch of roadway if it remains as proposed. Please, for the safety of our children as well our community, please move it from this location.
	Please consider our children, as well as all the people whose lives will have a negative impact on this proposal.  There is not a single benefit this will bring to any of the residents in Lake County Indiana or Porter County and the negative impact by this train being built so close to our homes and schools could be detrimental to our wellbeing.  We all deserve to live in a safe and healthy environment.

Sincerely,
Sherry and Seth Baugh
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