EI-31207

From: McWilliams, Robin

To: Assenza, Adam

Subject: Fw: Surface Transportation Board Action Notice AB-1065-4-x
Date: Friday, July 16, 2021 1:18:01 PM

Attachments: Surface Transportation Board Action Letter AB 1065 4 X.pdf

Dear Mr. Assenza,

| received a copy of this notice today and wanted to clarify your expectations. In May we
received a letter (dated 5-14-21) from Thomas McFarland on behalf of landowners planning to
file an Application for Adverse Abandonment regarding the Indiana Southwestern Railway Co.
in southwestern Indiana. We responded on June 1, 2021, with instructions on how to obtain
official threatened and endangered species information for the project area. It was unclear at
that time what activities would occur as a result of the Abandonment.

According to this recent notice (July 9, 2021), it appears that the Surface Transportation Board
(STB) feels Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for this abandonment
action was initiated as a result of the earlier letter and documentation from Mr. McFarland.

Typically for a Section 7 consultation, the federal action agency sends us a letter describing
the action, any potential impacts from the action to listed species (once they have obtained a
species list), and then makes a determination of either "no effect", "may affect, not likely to
adversely affect", or "may affect, likely to adversely affect". For projects deemed "no effect"
by the action agency, no further coordination is necessary, as the Service does not concur on
"no effect" situations. If you believe the action "may affect, but not likely adversely affect" or
"may affect, likely adversely affect” a listed species, the STB should document support for the
determination and request concurrence from our agency. Actions that are "likely to adversely

affect" a listed species may require a more formal consultation process.

This most recent document indicates that there could be some salvaging of the track materials
such as rails, ties, etc.; however, the letter in May from Mr. McFarland suggests that all track
material was removed 9 years ago. Can you describe what type of disturbances (e.g., noise,
vibration, tree-clearing, tree trimming, heavy equipment use, etc.) may occur as a result of
your action? If there will be no physical disturbance/activities associated with the
abandonment, then a "no effect" determination is probably appropriate.

| have not worked with the STB before, so | apologize if my understanding of your processes is
lacking. Hopefully, we can get things ironed out for you quickly.

| will be out of the office next week but may be checking email periodically.

Sincerely,
Robin


mailto:robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov
mailto:Adam.Assenza@stb.gov

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C. 204230001

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300
RETURN AFTER FIVE DAYS

RECEIVED

JUL 14 2021

FISH & WILDLIF= SFRVICES
BFO ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

CAPITAL DISFRICF 2eigsler R

A
10 ML 2023 PM 1 L[ Brmag $000. 510
l:'g-l

ZiP 20423
011E11680831

AB_1065_4_X

US Fish and Wildlife Service indiana Ecological
Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street

Bloomington, IN, 47403, United States

AT40E-2i21iSS IIm,”l”nlllﬁ||”””rlhllllhlﬂllllml”””,Illillis”n





Notice of Surface Transportation Board Action

. b
The Surface Transportation Board has issued a decision or notice in the docket nuinber referenced
on the front of your envelope. To view that document, please visit the Board's website at

www.sth.gov and search by docket number or click on “View all Decisions™ at the bottom of the
home page.

For assistance, please contact the Board’s Office of Public Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and
Compliance by email at RCPA@stb.gov or by phone at (202) 245-0238.






Robin McWilliams Munson
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 46142
812-334-4261

From: Vogel, Renea L <renea_vogel@fws.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 1:24 PM

To: McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>
Subject: Surface Transportation Board Action Notice

Hi Robin,
Please see attached letter. Hard copy is in your office.

Thank you,

Renea L Vogel

Administrative Support Assistant
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Indiana Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403
812.334.4261 ext. 200



