January 24, 2008

Eugene and Lisa Keitzer

490 Cimarron Drive East

Aurora, IL  60504

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Attention: Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing, 

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Reference: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

In regards to the proposed Canadian National Railway Company’s acquisition of the EJ&E Railway Company, please consider the following comment.

The proposed CN acquisition of EJ&E would increase daily train count, on EJ&E line segment EJE-11 at Ogden Avenue at-grade crossing, from 10.6 to 34.5.  This will have an enormous impact on the safety of our school children, emergency vehicular response time to and from nearby Rush Copley Hospital, and public safety of the over 35,000 daily vehicle operators that use the crossing.  Not to mention the numerous environmental concerns that would arise.

 A large number of the children that attend nearby schools, have to cross the EJ&E tracks at Ogden Avenue twice a day via school bus and quite frankly, the increased train traffic is a major safety concern!  Many families, including my own, with school age children are extremely concerned and will likely consider relocating out of the area should the acquisition occur.   We worry about our children crossing the tracks now and find it quite distressing to consider the increased probability that their lives would be so much more endangered by possible school bus / train incidents.    

We would like to request that improvements to this crossing become a requirement in the Environmental Impact Statement to the Canadian National Railway Company before an increase of daily train count would be allowed to occur.  Recommended improvements should take into consideration  the safety of our children, the safety of the general public, and past fatalities at this crossing

We would certainly like to hear a response from the STB regarding the Ogden Avenue crossing and possible improvements.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Eugene Keitzer

