Mr. Wayland,
After attending the hearing on the Uinta Basin Railroad, I want to address History and Culture issues.
History: I and my wife KaraLyn started putting together a farming and ranching operation in the early 1960’s in Indian Canyon of Duchesne County.  Over a period of time we purchased several old homesteads (160 acres each) plus 970 acres of land from the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources.  Our love of and attraction to Indian Canyon was the farm land, stream, springs, water rights, old cabins, etc., but most of all that my Grandad Jim Taylor was the engineer and contractor that built the first road on grade through the canyon from Duchesne to Colton. The remains of that road can easily be seen along highway 191. Note how he avoided any land that could be farmed. The grade near the steep terrain was at about 8%, except about 100 ft two-thirds of the way down the Argyle side, which was called “Old 12%.” (Always a real pain, especially to truckers with heavy loads.) He didn’t write it in his history, but we believe he named Emma Park after his only daughter.
On the east end of the Proposed Alignment, my same Grandad homesteaded on South Myton Bench. He engineered and constructed a canal to get water to the bench and Pleasant Valley. The canal was replaced by a pipeline by the Central Utah Project and called the Taylor Pipeline. Water users there worry about the train crossing that pipe.
Now Culture: The people who have property in the Indian Canyon option corridor are just that: “private property owners,” whether farms, ranches, vacation retreats, or a piece of earth to call their own. With me and my family it is all of that, and a part of our livelihood. 
On the land we purchased from the state, the DWR retained a conservation easement that it may not be subdivided, industrialized, no more roads, only used for agriculture and wildlife habitat. (We are audited each year to see that we comply.) All our land in Indian Canyon is used by wildlife: deer, elk, antelope, bighorn sheep, etc. Indian Creek is the source of water for miles, so it is along it, on our land, where they reproduce and raise their little ones. The highway is hard on wildlife, but cars and trucks can swerve or slow down—a train doesn’t have those options.
The old cabins, cellars and buildings are scenery for all to enjoy some of the past.
These routes have been studied at least four times since 2002. The route east to Colorado has fared better than those in Duchesne County because of the elevation and the private property issues. Also the cost issue of building is much, much less. Maintenance is also an issue because of the falling rock in the narrow canyons of both the Wells Draw and Indian Canyon routes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pollution will be such a problem in the narrow canyon. A train going up or down that steep a grade will produce an extreme amount of pollution effect on all life, even plants and water. The need to relocate the stream will be disastrous to all who have diversions and irrigation rights. Dividing farm and pasture lands, which are already small, will create a huge loss. Our land in Indian Canyon extends about eight miles along the proposed route.
We respectfully request you deny any permit for the Duchesne County options of Wells Draw and Indian Canyon.
Art Taylor
