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Phillis Johnson-Bell
STB Finance Docket No . 35087
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 200423-0001

Dear Ms. Johnson-Bell :

On behalf of the approximately 24,000 residents of the Village of
Park Forest, I wish to be on record in regard to the proposed merger of the
Canadian National Railroad (CN) with the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway
Co. (EJ&E). The staff of the Village of Park Forest already has submitted
material regarding the concerns that our elected officials, professional staff,
and residents have regarding this matter . I wish only to add an official
sanction to the previously submitted information.

The increased rail traffic that will pass through our corporate limits
as a result of the CN and EJ&E merger will be especially problematic for our
resident0-also for residents of several nearby communities - at the
fdtb outfila li he current EJ&E tracks and Western Avenue on the eastern
edge of our municipality. Western Aven , a heavily
throughout the day and evening ; the delays t will6
increased rail traffic will interfere With MW '`
from places of employment, with students w
school, with safety and security personnel
of citizens in need, and with a number of others wha `vi reed to travel
Western Avenue on a regular basis . I urge you to support our insistence that
this is*ue be addressed in connection with approval of the merger proposal.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter that will have
dramatic effects on the quality of life for residents of Park Forest and several
other suburbs of Chicago.
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